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T he first Amish settlers in pre-

sent-day Tuscarawas and 

Holmes Counties, Ohio (referred to here-

inafter as eastern Ohio), and many in the 

decades that followed, were from Somer-

set County, Pennsylvania. This is widely 

recognized by historians. Many Amish 

ancestors are listed in the genealogies as 

born in or having moved to Ohio from 

Somerset County. This has been recog-

nized also in the pages of The Historian 

in past issues, including the articles by 

Henry Erb in April and October 2013. 

But the question that we have not care-

fully addressed in writings heretofore, 

and that historians and genealogies typi-

cally have not clarified, is this: From 

which part of Somerset County did a 

given settler move to Ohio?  

Already by 1800, three Amish con-

gregations existed in Somerset County, 

each in an identifiably distinct geographi-

cal area. One congregation consisted of 

members living along the Casselman 

River corridor from Meyersdale, Penn-

sylvania, south to Grantsville, Maryland, 

known as “The River Church”. Two 

other congregations existed in Somerset 

County: “The Glades” in Brothersvalley 

and Stonycreek Townships in the vicinity 

of Berlin and Shanksville; “Conemaugh” 

in Conemaugh Township and south 

Cambria County in the vicinity of 

Davidsville and Johnstown. The designa-

tion of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, 

in the histories could mean any of the 

three areas. It is appropriate for an organi-

zation such as the Casselman Historians 

to wonder how many of the Somerset 
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Mt. Nebo — The clearing in the distance is Mt. Nebo, near Grantsville, Maryland. Here was the 

home of John J. Miller (MS231) before moving to Ohio in 1811. This scene was photographed 

from the Peter Bitschi farm near Springs, Pennsylvania, a distance of about 5 aerial miles from Mt. 

Nebo. The Mason-Dixon Line runs near the foot of the first hill in the foreground. The intermittent 

hills and valleys are hidden from view. The Casselman River flows in the depression between the 

farthest fields and wooded area this side of Mt. Nebo.  The John J. Miller family was one of very 

few, if not the only, Somerset County Amish family that lived south of the Mason-Dixon Line in 

Maryland as early as 1811. The farmstead in center left of the picture was the home of  Jacob S. 

Miller (1855-1915), minister in the Conservative Amish Mennonite congregation. The roof tops of 

the Goodwill Mennonite Retirement Village are visible at center right. The Maple Glen meeting 

house is farther right, off the picture. Currently Mt. Nebo is home to the Delvin Mast family, 3108 

Hare Hollow Rd., Grantsville. (39° 40’ 00” W; 79° 08’ 58” W) (Photo by James L. Yoder) 



County emigrants to eastern Ohio where-

from the Casselman River area. 

The first Amish settlers in eastern 

Ohio arrived in 1809 from the Casselman 

River area (also referred to as the Cassel-

man Valley). They were Jacob (Yockley) 

and Anna (Stutzman) Miller (ca. 1754-

1835/1755-1814?) and two sons with 

their wives and families, accompanied by 

Anna’s nephew, Jonas Stutzman. They 

were joined in the following year by five 

families from the Casselman Valley, and 

one from the Glades. An additional eight-

een families appeared there in the next 

two years – nine from the Casselman 

Valley, eight from the Glades, and one 

from Conemaugh.  

The influx of settlers to eastern Ohio 

was heaviest during those initial years 

with the exception of 1813 when uncer-

tainty occurred regarding Indian activity 

and relationships. In 1814 there was a 

marked increase of migration to eastern 

Ohio with the arrival of fifteen families 

from Somerset County, seven from the 

Casselman Valley, three from the Glades, 

and four from Conemaugh. After 1814, 

immigration diminished markedly, but 

still occurred, including the following 

families from the Casselman River area 

(parenthetic alphanumeric designations 

refer to AAMG; see “Sources” below): 

 

1815 – Joseph Hochstetler (HS17)  

1816 – Yost Miller (ML221) 

1820 – Moses P. Miller (ML249), 

Jonathan Hochstetler (HS1a), 

Michael Gingerich (GGD) 

1829 – Isaac Yoder (YR26113) 

1832 – John Hochstetler (HS123), 

Christian Mast (MS366) 

1835 – Daniel Mast (MS365)  

1836 – Daniel Swartzentruber 

(SZB11),  

 Abraham Beachy (BC191) 

1837 – Catherine Hershberger 

(HB49),  

 Jacob Gingerich (GGB1) 

1839 – Rueben Yutzy (J941). 

 

The approximate statistics of Amish 

households that emigrated to eastern 

Ohio from 1809 to 1840 give the follow-

ing picture:   

 

From Somerset County 1809 to 1814: 

From Casselman River area  27  

(61%)  

From the Glades: 12 (28%) 

From Conemaugh: 5 (11%) 

Total  44 (100%) 

From Somerset County 1815 to 1840:* 

From Glades and Conemaugh  12 

(46%) 

 From Casselman River 14 

(54%)  

Total 26 (100%) 

From All Areas 1809-1840: 

Total number of families 90  

From Somerset County 70 (78%) 

From Casselman River Area:  

1809-1814: 27 

1815-1840:14 

1809-1840: 41 
A summary of Amish emigrants to 

eastern Ohio from 1815 to 1840 shows 

that . . .  

78% were from Somerset County 

59%  of those from Somerset 

County were from the Cassel-

man River Area 

46% of all Amish emigrants to east-

ern Ohio were from the Cassel-

man River area.  
(The above statistics are gleaned from 

various sources, especially Unser Leit, pp. 

401-433, regarding the totals from Somerset 

County, and tax and census lists regarding the 

areas of Somerset County.)  
The statistics indicate that the Amish 

people of Somerset County, including the 

Amish of the Casselman River area, pro-

vided a very significant population in 

establishing the Amish communities in 

Tuscarawas and Holmes Counties in 

Ohio in the early 1800s. A further study 

could focus on the role of this population 

in providing leadership in church and 

community.     

The table on the facing page attempts 

to identify which of the three Somerset 

County congregations was the home of 

each of the Somerset County emigrant 

families who settled in eastern Ohio in the 

first five years of the settlement from 

1809 to 1814. See also “Biographical 

Comments and Sources” (page 4) for 

notes regarding each listing. Readers are 

invited to scrutinize this information and 

are requested to report any errors or sig-

nificant omissions for correction in future 

issues.  
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Cemetery and landscape of the home of Jo-

seph and Veronica Maust, parents of Jacob 

Mast (MS363; to Ohio 1812), on the east 

slope of Negro Mountain. Currently the home 

of Daniel S. and Rachel Kinsinger at 5178 Mt. 

Davis Rd., Meyersdale, PA. (39° 47’ 56” W; 

79° 08’ 02” W) (Photo by James L. Yoder) 
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Col. 1. The year in which the emigrant 

moved to and settled in Ohio. 

Col. 2. Family head name. For further 

information about spouse, family, and the 

move, see  Henry L. Erb, “A People on 

the Move . . .” in the April and October 

2013 issues of The Historian; Leroy 

Beachy, Unser Leit – The Story of the 

Amish, Vol I, especially pp. 401-433; 

family entries in AAMG (see Sources 

below).  

Col. 3. Designation in AAMG.      

Col. 4. The area of Somerset County, 

Pennsylvania, from which the settler emi-

grated to Ohio. 

 River designates the Casselman River 

region of Elk Lick and Summit Town-

ships of Somerset County, extending from 

Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to Grantsville, 

Maryland. 

 Glades designates the area of present-day 

Brothersvalley and Stonycreek Town-

ships, somewhat centered by the town of 

Berlin, Pennsylvania.  

Conemaugh designates the area of Cone-

maugh Township in northern Somerset 

County and southern Cambria County, 

including Davidsville and Johnstown.  

Col. 5. The area in Ohio where the immi-

grant first settled. 

 Sugar Creek indicates the area of western 

Tuscarawas County, including Sugarcreek 

Township.  

Walnut Creek indicates an area of eastern 

Holmes County, extending in all direc-

tions from the town of Walnut Creek.   

Col. 6. The legal description of the set-

tlers’ lands with the following elements: 

Range – Township – Section – the Quar-

ter of the Section. Example: The land of 

Jacob Miller, Sr., is described as Range 4, 

Township 9, Section South 22, Southwest 

Quarter (of the Section). A section is one 

mile square and includes 640 acres. One 

Quarter of a section is 160 acres. Survey 

of public lands with these designations 

was begun in Ohio in 1786.  The land was 

surveyed in that part of Ohio before the 

Amish first went there in search of land in 

1807. All of the Sections in this chart are 

designated as south (S) because they are 

south of the baseline, i. e., a survey line 

that runs west across Ohio from the north 

bank of the Ohio River at 40 degrees, 38 

minutes north latitude. 

______________________________ 
*Relocated early to R5-T9-S22-SE (David) and 
R5-T8-S2-NE (Jacob). (Jacob).  

Key to Table  
Early Immigrants from Somerset County, Pennsylvania, 

 to Tuscarawas and Holmes Counties, Ohio, 1809-1814 
Compiled by David I. Miller in consultation with Henry L. Erb  

1 -Year 2- Name 3 -AAMG 4- From 5– To 6- Section /Quarter 

1809 Jacob Miller, Sr.  ML23 River Sugar Creek R4-T9-S22-SW 

  “ Henry Miller ML233 River Sugar Creek R4-T9-S22-SE 

  “ Jacob Miller, Jr. Ml234 River Sugar Creek R4-T9-S1-NW 

  “ Jonas Stutzman ST52 River Walnut Creek R5-T9-S21-NW 

1810 Christian Yoder YR2612 River Walnut Creek R5-T9-S22-NW 

  “ John Troyer TY2352 Glades Walnut Creek R5-T9-S19-NE 

  “ Jonas Miller ML244 River Walnut Creek R4-T9-S16-SW 

  “ Joseph Mast MS362 River Walnut Creek R5-T9-S23-SE 

  “ Abraham Hershberger HB44 River Walnut Creek R4-T9-S15-SW 

  “ John Miller ML226 River Walnut Creek R4-T9-S15-SE 

1811 Christian Hershberger HB43 River Walnut Creek R5-T9-S13-SE 

  “ John J. Miller ML231 River Walnut Creek R4-T9-S16-NW 

  “   John (Broad Run) Miller ML62 Conemaugh Winfield R3-T9-S12-SW 

  “ Jacob Stutzman (bishop) ST5 Glades Walnut Creek R5-T9-S20-SW 

  “ Paul Stutzman (minister) ST51 Glades Walnut Creek R5-T9-S21-NE  

  “ Jost Justus Stutzman ST53 River Baltic R4-T8-S25-NW 

1812 Abraham Gerber GB1a Glades Walnut Creek R4-T9-S16-SE 

  “ Jacob Mast MS363 River Walnut Creek R5-T9-S19-SE 

  “ David Hochstetler HS16 River Walnut Creek R5-T9-S6-SW  

  “ Solomon Hochstetler HS125 River Walnut Creek R4-T9-S7-NW 

  “ Jacob Zook ZK17 Glades Walnut Creek R4-T9-S4-SW /SE 

  “ Christian Seese SSA 24 River Walnut Creek R4-T9-S4-SW 

  “ Joseph Hochstetler HS161 River Walnut Creek R5-T9-S6-SE 

  “ Benjamin Hochstertler HS122 River Dover R3-T9-S21-SW 

  “ Stephen Yoder YR1257 Glades Sugar Creek R4-T8-S2-SW 

  “ Daniel Yoder YR1253 Glades Sugar Creek R4-T9-S23-NW 

  “ John Yoder YR125 Glades Sugar Creek R4-T9-S23-NW 

  “ John Burkholder BU River Dover R3-T9-S22-SW 

1813 Samuel Weaver WV8 River Walnut Creek R5-T9-S20-SE 

1814 Daniel Miller ML222 Glades Baltic R5-T8-S21-NW 

  “ David Miller ML 223 Glades Walnut Creek R5-T9-S7-SE* 

  “ Jacob Miller ML225 River Walnut Creek R5-T9/8-S8-SW* 

  “ Elizabeth Miller ML227 River Walnut Creek R5-T9-S21-SW 

  “ Isaac Miller ML228 River Walnut Creek R5-T9-S12-SE 

  “ Emanuel Miller ML229 River Sugar Creek R4-T9-S25-SE/SW 

  “ Solomon Miller ML22a River Sugar Creek Died young/single 

  “ John Borntrager BN2 Conemaugh Baltic R4-T8-S17-NW 

  “ Christian Borntrager BN25 Conemaugh Baltic Associated w/ BN2 

  “ Jacob Troyer TY7 Glades Walnut Creek R5-T9-S18-SE/NE 

  “ Joseph Troyer TYa Conemaugh Walnut Creek R5-T9-S6-NE 

  “ Moses Beachy BC17 River Walnut Creek R5-T8-S7-NW 

  “ Conrad Keck KK2 Conemaugh Walnut Creek R5-T8-S3-NE 

  “ John Yoder YR1211 Glade Walnut Creek R5-T8-S2-SE 

  “ Peter Hostetler HS112 River Sugar Creek         ? S
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Biographical Comments 

and Sources  
 

Moses Beachy was a son of Peter Beachy II, Springs, 

Pennsylvania. He went to Ohio single at age 24 and 

married Elizabeth Miller within a year of arrival in 

Ohio. 

Christian Borntrager is not found in any Somerset 

County census of 1810. He may be considered to 

have been part of his parental household, especially 

since he seems to have shared the land in Ohio with 

his father, according to Unser Leit, Vol. 1, p. 398. 

John Borntrager is listed as John Burntrager in the 

Quemahoning Township census of 1800 and as John 

Burntreger in Conemaugh in 1810. These listings 

associate him with the Conemaugh congregation.  

John Burkholder had settled among the Amish in 

Somerset County, Pennsylvania, in the 1770s, accord-

ing to Unser Leit.  Vol I (p. 391), and had spent time in 

Ohio as early as 1808. His name is not found in the 

census records of Somerset County for 1800 or 1810. 

But John Burkholter is assessed for 120 acres in Elk 

Lick Township in the tax list of 1796.   

Abraham Gerber is listed in the census of Somerset 

Township, Somerset County, in 1800 and 1810 ac-

cording to AAMG. In each census, there is a listing of 

Abraham Carver. 

Abraham Hershberger was a son of John Hershberger of 

Salisbury, PA. See David I. Miller, “The Hershbergers – Part II: 

The Immigrations of an Amish Mennonite Family,” The Histo-

rian, January 2000. 

Christian Hershberger was a son of John Hershberger of Salis-

bury, Pennsylvania. See above on Abraham Hershberger. 

Benjamin Hochstetler was a brother of Solomon Hochstetler 

(HS125). See comments below on Solomon Hochstetler.  

David Hochstetler is indicated as a resident of Elk Lick Town-

ship in the census 1800. Cf. AAMG, p. 145; DJH #4161 and 

#1387. 

Joseph Hochstetler was a son of David Hochstetler of Summit 

Mills, Pennsylvania. He may be identified with the residency of 

his parental home. He moved to Ohio when about 20 years of 

age. See above on David Hochstetler.   

Solomon Hochstetler lived in Elk Lick Township, according to 

the census of 1810. See AAMG, p. 144; David I. Miller, “Places 

of Hochstetler History,” The Historian, April 1998. 

Peter Hostetler is listed in the 1810 Elk Lick Township census.  

Conrad Keck is listed in the 1810 Quemahoning Township 

census. 

Jacob Mast was a brother of Joseph Mast. See the reference to 

Joseph.  

Joseph Mast was too young for inclusion in the 1800 census. 

He may have been single or already in Ohio at the time of the 

1810 census. He was a son of Joseph Mast who lived at the foot 

of Negro Mountain near Salisbury, Pennsylvania. See “Notes on 

the Family of Jacob Mast, Immigrant of 1737,” The Historian, 

October 2004.  

Daniel Miller and the next six settlers in this list constitute a 

group of seven siblings who made the trip to Ohio together in 

1814. Two of their siblings already were in Ohio: Catherine 

(ML224) and John (ML226) (See Unser Leit, Vol. I, p. 396).  

Daniel turned age 36 in 1814. He is listed in the 1810 Brothers-

valley census, as indicated by AAMG, with the family members 

in that census matching the list in AAMG.  

David Miller turned age 35 in 1814. He is listed in the 1810 

Brothersvalley census as indicated in AAMG. The census 

matches the AAMG listing in a home with four small boys if a 

maid in the home is allowed. 

Elizabeth Miller went to Ohio single (Unser Leit, Vol. 1, p. 

396) at the age of 25 and soon married Moses Beachy (BC17). 

She may be considered to have come from the home of her fa-

ther, John (Annas) Miller (ML22, DJH 9154). AAMG attributes 

this name to the Elk Lick census of 1800 (but that entry seems to 

be missing). Anniversary History . . ., states that John (Annas) 

settled in the Casselman River area (pp. 5, 33, 36).  

Emanuel Miller was age 21 when he moved to Ohio and 17 in 

the year of the 1810 census, thus not to be found in the census, 

nor in the tax lists. His parental home was “River”. Married with 

one child before the move to Ohio, Emanuel’s wife Mary’s pa-

rental home was in Stony Creek Township according to the cen-

sus of 1800 and 1820. Definite information is lacking on where 

the couple lived when they moved from Somerset County to 

Site of the farm of Peter Beachy II in the distance, father of Moses Beachy (BC17) 

who emigrated to Ohio as a single young man in 1814. The tree tops in the fore-

ground and in the middle-ground indicate the hidden ravines between the camera 

and the historic Beachy homestead. Taken from a hill top on Dorsey Hotel Rd. one-

half mile north of Grantsville, this view encompasses a distance of about 2 ½ aerial 

miles north across the Mason Dixon line. The historic Beachy farm is occupied now 

by a descendant, Joseph and Vernie Yoder, on Jersey Dairy Rd. near Springs, Penn-

sylvania.  (39° 43’ 32” W; 79° 08’ 60” W) 



Ohio. Based on parental locations, and the tendency in that 

time of sons associating with a father’s business involve-

ments, Elk Lick Township may have been the point of depar-

ture for Ohio.  

Henry Miller – See note on Jacob Miller, Sr.  

Isaac Miller turned age 23 in 1814, and apparently was 

newly married. At the time of the 1810 census, his age was 

19. This explains the absence of his name from the census 

and from any tax list. Lacking other information, the fact of 

both Isaac and wife Mary Yoder coming from River families, 

seems to give them a River designation.  

Jacob Miller, Jr. – See note on Jacob Miller, Sr.  

Jacob Miller, Sr., and sons Henry and Jacob Jr., are known 

to have lived in Elk Lick Township at the time of their move 

to Ohio. See  Joe Horner, “Jacob Miller – from Berks County 

to Somerset County,” The Historian April 2001; David I. 

Miller, “Jacob Miller (1754-1835) – The Move to and Life in 

Tuscarawas County, Ohio,” The Historian, October 2000.   

Jacob Miller (ML225) turned age 30 in 1814. Identification 

of Jacob Miller in the Elk Lick Township census of 1810 as 

this Jacob Miller points to the River congregation as his 

home at the time of emigration from Somerset County to 

Ohio.  

John (Broad Run) Miller is identified by AAMG (p. 316) 

as the John Miller listed in the Quemahoning Township cen-

sus of 1810. 

John J. Miller Moved from Mt. Nebo, near Grantsville, 

Maryland. See David I. Miller, “Reading ‘The Mennonite 

Boy Converted’ as History, ”The Historian, July 2008. 

John Miller (ML226) was too young for the 1800 census 

and had gone to Ohio before that year. His parental home 

was northwest of Meyersdale. See Anniversay His-

tory . . ., p. 34.  

Jonas Miller was a son of Peter Miller who lived in 

Meyersdale. His wife, Catherine Hershberger, was a 

daughter of John Hershberger (HB41) of Salisbury, 

Pennsylvania. See Anniversary History, pp. 49, 102.  

Solomon Miller was age 19 when he moved to 

Ohio, and single. His parental home may be consid-

ered as his place of departure from Somerset County. 

(A tree-cutting accident soon after arrival in Ohio 

resulted in his death).  

Christian Seese was a son of  George Seese, whose 

will was probated in Elk Lick in 1824 according to  

AAMG, p. 491, 492, Note 9). George Sweet is listed 

in the Elk Lick Township tax list of 1796. Since 

George lived in Elk Lick Township, Christian may 

be so considered, though he married into the Zook 

family of the Glades and the name Seese (or Sweet) 

is not found in the 1800 or the 1810 census of Elk 

Lick or Brothersvalley.  

Jacob Stutzman (bishop) moved from eastern 

Pennsylvania to Brothersvalley “near Salisbury, 

Pennsylvania,” to land warranted in 1875 (before 

formation of Elk Lick Township) according to DBH 

#10,146. However, Jacob is listed in the 1800 Brothersvalley 

census with family ages comparable to DBH #10146. 

Jonas Stutzman, at age twenty-one, when pioneering in Ohio, 

would not yet have developed an identity through tax lists or a 

recent census. DBH (Fam. 10146) states that his father Jacob 

moved from eastern Pennsylvania to Brothers Valley “near 

Salisbury, PA,” on land warranted in 1875 before formation of 

Elk Lick Township. However, father Jacob is listed in the 1800 

Brothersvalley census, which post-dates the formation of Elk 

Lick Township, with family ages comparable to DBH 10146. 

Jost Justus Stutzman went to Ohio at 20 years of age, appar-

ently from his parental home in Salisbury, Pennsylvania (DBH 

10642). After returning to Pennsylvania, he was prominent 

around Salisbury as an educator. See Alta Schrock, “Jost Stutz-

man, ‘Grammar King’”, The Casselman Chronicle, Vol. 

XXXII, No.  3, pp. 37-39.   

Paul Stutzman moved to Ohio at the age of 24. One child was 

born in Pennsylvania according to AAMG. DBH #10,146 gives 

his parental home as Salisbury, Pennsylvania. But see the com-

ment on Jacob Stutzman above. No Stutzman is found in 1810 

Elk Lick census.  

Jacob Troyer is listed in the 1810 Milford Township census, 

with name, age, and family matching the descriptions in 

AAMG. A location of Milford Township may be associated 

most closely with the Glades congregation. 

John Troyer was a son of Michael Troyer, Jr., and a grandson 

of Michael Troyer, Sr.  Both are listed in the 1800 Brothersvalley 

census. According to Centennial History . . ., pp. 49, 101, John’s 

wife Magdalena came from Meyersdale.   

Joseph Troyer is listed in the 1810 Conemaugh township cen-

sus, name, age, and family matching the descriptions of AAMG.  

Site of boyhood home of Abraham Hershberger (HB44 to Ohio 1810) and Chris-

tian Hershberger (HB43; to Ohio 1811), currently the home of John and Edna 

Yoder at 197 Niverton Rd., between Springs and Salisbury, Pennsylvania. (39° 44’ 

21” W; 79° 07’ 24” W) 



given a thick slice of bread smothered 

with apple butter. At times they had deer 

carcasses to trade for food. Sometimes 

the meat was old and spoiled and later 

thrown to the dogs. Only one occasion is 

known of an Indian being upset with an 

Amish settler in the Ohio settlement.  

There was a small Indian camp just 

north of Berlin, Ohio. Tom Lions, an old 

Indian, lived there. He reportedly was 

involved as a young person in the attack 

on the Jacob Hochstetler family in Berks 

County, Pennsylvania, in September 

1757. As an old man, he had hanging 

around his neck a string of tongues which 

he claimed were the tongues of people he 

had killed. His presence on the frontier 

settlers’ doorways, asking for food, struck 

fear into the hearts of the settlers' wives.   

One day Tom Lions appeared again 

at the cabin door of Christian Yoder. For 

whatever reason, Mrs. Yoder refused his 

request for food. Shortly thereafter, he 

complained bitterly to someone about 

Mrs. Yoder’s refusal and remarked that 

her tongue was going to be number 100 

on his tongue string. His disappearance 

shortly thereafter (circa 1820) is unex-

plained, though it was rumored that he 

was killed by some settler.  

Strange Noises 
Brothers David and Elizabeth 

(Troyer) Miller (ML223) and Jacob and 

T his is the final installment of 

Henry Erb’s presentation of 

Amish migrations that eventually led 

from Somerset County, Pennsylvania, to 

the wilderness of eastern Ohio. For the 

previous installments, see The Historian, 

April 2013 and October 2013. This mate-

rial is drawn from Leroy Beachy, Unser 

Leit – the Story of the Amish, Vol. I, 

which see for further details.  

On Good Terms — Usually 
The early Amish settlers were on 

good terms with the Indians for the most 

part. Some Indians still lived in the area in 

those years and groups of them would 

come walking through at times. They 

would beg for food and usually were 

A People on the Move Part III: Amish Interactions 

with Native Americans in the Early Ohio Settlements 
By Henry L. Erb 

Samuel Weaver is noted by AAMG as appearing on the Elk 

Lick 1810 census. “S*** Weaver” is found there with a house-

hold of one male age 16 to 25 and two females age 16 to 25. No 

children are listed.  In 1910, Samuel’s age was 22 and his wife 

Elizabeth’s age was 20. Elizabeth’s pregnancy for a birth that 

occurred on April 24, suggests that a live-in maid could have been 

with them when the census was taken.  The parental home of this 

family was in Elk Lick Township according to  Anniversary His-

tory, p. 34. 

Daniel Yoder was a son of John Yoder (AAMG, YR125). See 

comments below on John Yoder. 

Christian Yoder, having gone to Ohio in 1810, apparently 

missed the 1810 census. He was a son of Henry Yoder (AAMG  

YR261) of Summit Mills, who is listed in the Elk Lick Township 

1800 census.  

John Yoder is listed in the Stony Creek census of 1800 and of 

1810 as noted in AAMG, p. 568. In addition, Daniel Yoder and 

Stephen Yoder are in the 1810 census. These inclusions suggest 

that John and his two sons, Daniel and Stephen, were residents in 

Stonycreek Township at the time of their departure for Ohio. 

James L. Yoder confirms that John Yoder (YR125) was a resi-

dent of Shanksville, Pennsylvania.    

Stephen Yoder was a son of John Yoder (AAMG YR125). See 

comments above on John Yoder. 

Jacob Zook lived “1 mile north of Berlin [Pennsylvania] and  

“sold 1812 and moved to Ohio,” according to The Three Zug 

Brothers . . . pp. 81, 83, 88. He is listed in the Brothersvalley 

1800 census. (The final page of the on-line 1810 Brothersvalley 

census was not readable at the time of this research.) 
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Veronica (Troyer) Miller (ML225) had 

settled on the high ridges east of today’s 

Berlin, Ohio. A few aged Indians lived 

nearby, including the legendary Tom 

Lions, along a small creek near today’s 

Amish-Mennonite Heritage Center. The 

Miller families could hear strange noises 

at night. This greatly frightened the Miller 

women and they were very uneasy about 

living there. They soon abandoned their 

cabins and moved about three miles 

southwest to adjoining quarter sections 

(Beachy 396). 

Jacob Mast Family Hospitality 
A group of Indians lived in a se-

cluded cove on Jacob Mast’s farm. They 

had a “slop barrel” where they put table 

scraps and excess cow’s milk. After no-

ticing that the barrel was not filling up, 

even though they were putting their slop 

into it, they watched the barrel one moon-

lit night. A group of Indians appeared 

and, using their hands as a scoop, they 

dipped into the barrel and slurped the 

well-fermented liquids without concern 

about E. coli or salmonella.  

The Jacob Masts never locked their 

cabin doors. They slept in the loft of their 

cabin. It was not unusual on cold winter 

mornings to find some Indians sleeping 

by the fireplace. Mrs. Mast always made 

breakfast for them and then they would 

leave (Beachy 389).  

A False Rumor Brings Fear 
A major upheaval occurred in the 

new settlement in 1812. The feared In-

dian chief, Tecumseh, was trying hard to 

unite the Indians into one confederacy in 

order to join the British and to drive out 

all the settlers west of the Ohio River. He 

did not honor the treaties that had been 

signed between the Indians and the 

American government. The settlers were 

on edge all summer, wondering what 

would happen.  

In August 1812, a group of Ameri-

cans, including twelve children, were on 

their way from Fort Dearborn (Chicago) 

to Fort Wayne, Indiana. They were at-

tacked by a group of Indians and all were 

killed. This incident put the settlers on 

edge (Beachy, 392). 

A teamster had been hired to haul a 

load of flour from Dover to Fort Meigs 

(Perrysburg). While traveling through the 

present-day area of Wooster, he heard 

reports that the British Army was in 

Cleveland and Chief Tecumseh was ap-

proaching with a large group of Indians. 

This report greatly scared the teamster. 

He unloaded his cargo and went back 

toward his home in Dover, shouting as he 

went, “The Indians are coming.” What 

really happened was that the evacuation 

of a good sized group of Mohican Indians 

was seen walking north by someone who 

saw them from a distance and thought 

they were forming a war party. Since the 

settlers already were on edge, this was all 

it took to scare them into making plans to 

leave the settlement as soon as possible. 

The Jonas Millers, Joseph Masts, and 

John Troyers of the Walnut Creek loaded 

up the Conestoga wagon that had brought 

them to Ohio 2 ½ years earlier, and re-

treated back to Somerset County, Penn-

sylvania. The Christian Yoders decided to 

stay where they were. 

Of the Sugarcreek settlers, the Jacob 

Miller, Sr., and Jacob Miller, Jr., families 

also loaded up to leave. As they were 

crossing the Sugar Creek with their heav-

ily loaded Conestoga wagon, the axle 

broke. Replacing the axle was a full day's 

work. First, a young hickory sapling had 

to be cut and shaped and shaved down at 

the ends to fit inside the wheel hubs. Next 

iron plates were set into the wood for the 

wheels to ride on. Plenty of grease (likely 

bacon grease) was applied, the wheel was 

slipped back on, and they were ready to 

try again. All the while they were work-

ing, thinking that at any time the Indians 

could be coming.  

Not all the settlers left. John J. Miller 

lingered at the Ohio-Pennsylvania state 

line where he heard that the report was 

false. Henry Miller made it as far as pre-

sent day Gnadenhuten, only a half day’s 

journey from home, when he became 

convinced that the report was false. With 

John J. and Henry meeting each other, the 

two walked back to their homes and 

found all to be alright. They returned to 

their waiting families, gathered things up, 

and returned to their cabins.   

In 1888, a son of Solomon 

Hochstetler, in an interview for a local 

newspaper, told of how they traveled to 

Ohio from Somerset County and met the 

Jonas Miller, John Troyer, and Joseph 

Mast families in full retreat from Ohio. 

These families tried to convince the 

Hochstetlers that it was not safe to travel 

on to Ohio. Unable to convince Solomon, 

Joseph Mast told him that they were go-

ing right into the scalping knives of the 

Indian. But Solomon was not easily de-

terred and he moved on and onto his 

quarter section in Ohio (Beachy, p. 392-

394).  

Excerpt  

From Unser Leit  
by Leroy Beachy 

 

Long remembered by these early 

pioneers was the thirty inches of snow 

that fell in an early month of 1824. 

Among those most affected were the six 

elderly Indians that remained in their 

camp three fourths of a mile northeast of 

Berlin, on a tributary of the Doughty 

Creek. These last know ones to have re-

mained in eastern Holmes County were 

among those who had scared away the 

Miller settlers in 1814. Suffering from 

hunger due to the inability of procuring 

their normal supply of game, word of 

their plight got around to Joshua Yoder 

(YR2354) on the upper Goose Creek. He  

waded through two miles of waist deep 

snow to bring them a bag of corn meal.  

In the Spring of 1824 the last Indians 

in eastern Ohio were escorted to a reser-

vation in Indiana, among them were the 

six that had survived the winter due to 

Joshua’s provision. The Indian’s two 

nearest Amish neighbors, who lived only 

a half mile and three fourths of a mile 

from their camp, seem to have failed to 

consider the Indian’s plight as a matter of 

Christian duty. 

A day before the date the Indians had 

been informed to be prepared to be es-

corted west by a party of American sol-

diers, two of the Indian men came to 

Joshua’s home to thank him for the corn-

meal. Although Indians were rarely 

known to display their emotions, these 

two were moved to tears as they pre-

sented him with six arrowheads in com-

memoration of the six lives his gift had 

saved from starvation (pp. 414, 415). 
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2014 Membership 

and Subscription  
If you have not already subscribed to 

The Historian or taken membership with 

the Casselman Historians for 2014, this is 

your opportunity to avoid missing the 

next issue of this historical bulletin. 

Membership also keeps Mennonite Fam-

ily History coming to you. 

On the enclosed Membership Sub-

scription card, you will note two options: 

(1) Subscription to The Historian with 

membership in the Casselman Historians 

and (2) subscription to The Historian 

without membership. 

Membership is important to the Cas-

selman Historians as a source of support. 

The benefits of membership include (1) 

subscription to the quarterly, The Histo-

rian – a $15 retail value, (2) subscription 

to the quarterly Mennonite Family His-

tory – a $25 retail value, (3) free use of 

the archives by appointment, (4) voting 

privileges at business meetings, (5) and 

satisfaction in supporting the cause. The 

rate is $30 per year. Subscription Only 

brings The Historian to your mailbox 

quarterly. The rate is $15 per year. 

Whichever you choose – subscrip-

tion only or membership (with subscrip-

tion and other benefits), fill out the en-

closed card, and send with your check to 

The Casselman Historians P.O. Box 591, 

Grantsville, MD 21536.  

Subscription and membership can be 

taken also on-line. Go to 

www.amishmennonitehistorians.org and 

click Subscribe. Thank you for your sup-

port! 

Historians Annual 

Meeting 2014 
Time: 7:00 P.M., Friday, September 

19 and Saturday, 9:00 AM, September 

20, 2014 

 Place: Grantsville, Maryland 

(specific place to be announced) 

Topic: The Role of the Nineteenth 

Century Casselman River Valley Amish 

Mennonites in establishing the Amish 

community in Johnson County, Iowa. 

The first Amish settlers in the area of 

Kalona, Iowa, in Johnson County, in-

cluded families from the Casselman Val-

ley of Somerset County, Pennsylvania. 

According to author Katie Lind Yoder 

(From Hazelbrush to Cornfields. Kalona, 

IA: Mennonite Historical Society, 1994. 

p. 21), “Daniel P. Guengerich and Joseph 

J. Schawarzendruber walked into John-

son County and chose claims” in 1845. A 

significant number of others from Somer-

set County followed in the ensuing years.  

The program of this meeting is pro-

jected to include identification of these 

settlers, their background before emigra-

tion to Iowa, and their roles in the new 

settlement. The life and writings of 

Bishop Jacob Swartzendruber (1800-

1868) will be featured in an attempt to 

understand the Amish church of his time. 

This is a public meeting. All are wel-

come! More detail to follow in future 

issues of The Historian.  

 

Historians Website 
Visit the website of The Casselman 

River Amish and Men-

nonite Historians 

(a.k.a. The Casselman 

Historians): 

www.amishmennonite.com 
You can connect also on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/CasselmanHistorians 


