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The First Walnut Creek  
  Amish Pioneer – 1809: Twenty-

one-year-old Jonas Stutzman, who pio-

neered the Ohio country with the Miller 

families, spent the summer of 1809 

scouting out the new lands for miles 

around. (He was instrumental later in 

directing a group of Swiss Mennonites to 

an area in Wayne County where descen-

dants later founded the village of Kidron, 

Ohio.) He chose a quarter section of land 

on the southeast edge of today’s town of 

Walnut Creek. This quarter section had 

open land and the Walnut Creek flowing 

through it. A strong water spring that 

flowed out of a low hillside was of high 

importance to Jonas. Even today the 

four-inch pipe flows one-half full and, in 

wet times, almost full. In late 1809, Jonas 

returned to Somerset County for the win-

ter.  

Arrivals in May 1810: We do not 

know what stories and accounts of the 

new lands of Ohio Jonas told during his 

winter stay in Somerset County. But the 

so-called Ohio fever was high there by 

the spring of 1810. Four young couples 

made ready for the move to Ohio: Chris-

tian and Anna (Hershberger) Yoder 

(Y2612), John and Magdalena (Miller) 

Troyer (TY23) with their four children, 

ages one to six, Jonas and Catherine 

(Hershberger) Miller (ML244), and 

Joseph and Sarah (Miller) Mast 
(MS362).  

The four families loaded their 

earthly possessions on a Conestoga 

wagon and left for the Ohio country. We 

do not know if Jonas Stutzman traveled 

with them, or if he came earlier in the 

spring of 1810. After arriving in Sugar 

Creek, the settlers had to cut a trail 

through the forest for the Conestoga 

wagon to get through from Henry 

Miller’s cabin, at Sugar Creek, to Walnut 

Creek. But on May 10, 1810, they ar-

rived in the Walnut Creek valley. A son, 

Yost, was born to Christian and Anna 

Yoder in December 1810, and a son, 

Moses, was born to Jonas and Catherine 

Miller in January 1811. 

Jonas Miller already had a quarter 

section picked for him by his cousin John 

Miller of the 1807 scouting party. The 

other three settlers picked their own quar-

ter sections. The Christian Yoders settled 

about one mile west of Jonas Stutzman’s 

cabin. The John Troyers settled on a sec-

tion over the ridge from Jonas. The Jo-

seph Masts settle a short distance west of 

Christian Yoder’s land.  

A cabin stood west of Jonas Miller’s 

land, built earlier by a John Olinger and 

abandoned because of fear of the Indians. 

Now the families of Jonas Miller, John 

Troyer and Joseph Mast shared this small 

cabin. The Joseph Masts lived in the 

Conestoga wagon parked on their claim.  

Arrivals in Late Summer 1810: 

Later in that summer, two more families 

showed up in the Walnut Creek area: 

Abraham and Catherine (Gnagey) Her-

shberger (HB44) and John and Anna 

(Gnagey) Miller (ML226). They settled 

on adjoining quarter sections. John 

Miller had been part of the scouting party 

of 1807 and had selected his section then. 

These sections are northwest of today’s 
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Walnut Creek in the valley known 

a s  G o o s e  B o t t o m .                                                            

 Arrivals in 1811: More settlers 

arrived in the Walnut Creek area in 

1811. Christian and Barbara 

(Beachy) Hershberger (HB43) ar-

rived with five children. They settled 

on what he thought was Section 13 

in the upper Goose Bottom where 

the valley narrows considerably. 

Christian discovered later that he 

had built his cabin just across the 

section line on Section 25 on land he 

did not own. But he told no one and, 

when he was able twenty-one years 

later, he bought Section 25.  

John J. and Catherine Miller 
(ML231) arrived in 1811 with five 

John J. Miller (1778-1861). In 1960, Alta 

Schrock wrote: “This photograph … is proba-

bly one of the earliest of its kind in existence. 

… [I believe] it was taken in the 1850s.” 

From Joel B. Miller History, 1960, p. 67. 
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children. John was the oldest son of 

bishop and pioneer Jacob Miller. They 

settled in the Walnut Creek area. His 

cousin, also named John Miller, lived just 

across the valley, so John J. started using 

J as a middle initial, and became known 

as John J.  

Bishop Jacob Stutzman (ST5), 

Jonas Stutzman’s father, arrived in the 

Walnut Creek area in 1811. His wife, 

Anna (Yoder) may have died before the 

move. Jacob settled on the north side of 

Jonas’s quarter section. Jonas’s brother, 

Paul and Elizabeth (Yoder) Stutzman 
(ST51) also arrived in 1811 and settled 

east of Jonas. Both quarter sections had 

been reserved by Jonas for family mem-

bers. Jost Justus, a brother of Jonas and 

single, took up two quarter sections far 

south of the other settlers near the pre-

sent-day town of Baltic. 

Arrivals in 1812: The Ohio fever 

continued to run high in the Pennsylvania 

settlements. In 1812, fifteen families ar-

rived in the Walnut Creek area from Mif-

flin County, the Glades/Berlin area of 

Somerset County, and from the Cassel-

man River area. Abraham and Magda-

lena (Yoder) Gerber (GB1a), with their 

nine children, arrived in 1812. Abraham 

was one of the 1807 scouting party. They 

settled on land chosen by Abraham in 

1807. Later, Abraham became an exten-

sive land owner with over 1,000 acres to 

his name.  

Jacob and Elizabeth (Yoder) Mast 
(MS363) and one child settled on land 

owned by Elizabeth’s father, Henry 

Yoder, of Somerset County. Jacob was a 

brother to the 1810 settler Joseph Mast, 

who lived up the valley about one mile 

from Jacob. 

David and Elizabeth (Schrock) 
Hostetler (HS16) arrived and settled 

north of Walnut Creek a few miles in a 

valley that became known as Hostetler 

Valley. Their oldest son Joseph (HS161), 

with wife Susanna (Mast), settled next to 

his parents. 
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In This Issue 
 

What was the role of the Amish  of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, in the formation of the Amish community in the counties of 

Tuscarawas and Holmes in Ohio in the early 1800s? Henry Erb addresses this question in a three-part series titled “A People on the 

Move”. In the April issue, he traced Amish migrations within Europe, then to Berks County, Pennsylvania, then to Somerset County, 

Pennsylvania, and, beginning in the spring of 1809, to Ohio.  

 The first Amish settlers in Ohio were from the Casselman River area. As frequently characterized by historians, Somerset 

County was a stepping stone between eastern Pennsylvania and settlements west of the Ohio River. The people of Somerset County 

played a significant role in terms of population, thrift, and leadership. 

 Throughout this series, Families are identified by the numbers assigned to family heads in AAMG and by year of arrival in 

Ohio. Legal descriptions of the settlers’ lands, as provided by Erb, are scheduled to appear in the next issue. 

 In this issue, Erb identifies those who went from Somerset County to the Ohio wilderness in those early years of 1809 to 1814.  

The next issue is scheduled to identify the particular area of Somerset County (southern Casselman River, central Glades, or northern 

Conemaugh) from which the settlers moved to Ohio. Experiences of these pioneers will be given through anecdotes handed down 

through the generations. 

  Henry L. Erb lives near Baltic, Ohio, is a founding member of the Amish Library of Berlin, Ohio, and is a regular contributor 

to The Diary, a monthly Amish information paper.  

 

Jonas Stutzman made this grandfather clock. 

He also made a very large, oversized chair in 

preparation for the Second Coming of Christ. 

This may have been done around the 1850 

when he published articles in a Canton, Ohio, 

newspaper announcing the Second Coming. 

The chair is on display in the Amish & Men-

nonite Heritage Center in Berlin, Ohio. 



August 1812 marked the arrival of 

Solomon and Barbara (Zook) 

Hochstetler (HS125) and their two chil-

dren. They settled on the quarter section 

east of Joseph Hochstetler. Solomon had 

been wrongly blamed for the murder of 

his brother John’s little daughter, Susanna 

Hochstetler, in 1810. He carried the 

blame for around fifty years until the con-

fession of the deed by Henry Yoder. 

Solomon Hochstetler’s father-in-law, 

Jacob Zook (ZK17), a well-to-do Somer-

set County farmer, bought four quarter 

sections of land. These quarters joined 

Solomon’s land, one on the east side, one 

on the northeast side, and two on the 

south side. This land was in a valley 

known today as Mud Valley because of 

its tendency to flood quickly. Both Goose 

Bottom and Hochstetler Valley drain into 

Mud Valley.  

Other sons-in-law of Jacob Zook 

moved into the Mud Valley region in 

1812. Christian Seese (SSA24), Jacob 

Schrock (SKB1) of Huntingdon County, 

Pennsylvania, and Jacob Holderbaum 

each took land near the lands of Solomon 

Hochstetler and Jacob Zook. Mrs. 

Holderbaum died later in 1812, cause 

unknown, and is buried in an unmarked 

grave. This was the first funeral for the 

new community. Discouraged, Jacob 

Holderbaum moved back to Somerset 

County, Pennsylvania, where he remar-

ried.  

Benjamin and Catherine (Miller) 
Hochstetler (HS 122) and their six chil-

dren arrived later in 1812. They settled on 

a hilly ridge about five miles east of 

Bishop Jacob Miller’s Sugar Creek loca-

tion and two miles west of Dover. No 

other Amish have lived that far out on the 

eastern edge of the community even as of 

today.  

John and Christina (Kintner) 

Burkholder (BU) and six children settled 

close to the Benjamin Hochstetlers.  John 

and his wife were not Amish, but were 

good friends with the Amish. John had 

come from Lebanon County, Pennsyl-

vania, to Somerset County, reportedly to 

avoid serving in the Revolutionary War. 

When the Amish started moving to Ohio, 

John soon followed. When his wife died 

in 1820, he put his two little boys, John 

and Jacob, into homes of Amish friends 

to be cared for. These two boys grew up 

and joined the Amish church and married 

Amish girls. This brought the Burkholder 

name into the Amish community.  

An Arrival in 1813: Only one 

Amish immigrant family moved to the 

Ohio frontier in 1813. Samuel and Eliza-

beth (Keim) Weaver (WV8) and their 

three small children moved to a quarter 

section just west of the Jonas Millers. 

Returnees and Arrivals in 1814: 

Tecumseh, the feared Indian chief, died in 

October 1813. The Amish settlers, who 

had returned to Somerset County in 1812, 

then made plans to return to Ohio. The 

Sugar Creek Miller families must have 

been the first ones to return, having done 

so by March 27, 1814, when Anna, Jacob 

Miller Senior’s wife, died. (It is believed 

that Jacob then remarried). A grandson, 

Adam Miller, wrote in his book, 

Hostetler, that he visited with Jacob 

Miller, Sr. and his wife shortly before the 

death of Jacob Sr.)  

Seven siblings of the John Miller 

(ML22) family arrived together on May 

4, 1814, as new families in the Walnut 

Creek/Sugar Creek Amish communities. 

Of that family, only Yost, the oldest son, 

remained in Somerset County then, heav-

ily involved in matters such as estate set-

tlements, and did not move to Ohio till 

1816.  

Brothers David Miller (ML223) and 

Jacob Miller (ML225) were married to 

daughters of Michael Troyer, immigrant 

from Germany. They settled on the high 

ridges east of today’s Berlin, Ohio. But 

due to fears about certain Indian activities 

(see “The settlers and the Native Ameri-

cans” in a forthcoming issue), they soon 

moved about three miles southwest to 

adjoining quarter sections in the upper 

valleys of the Walnut Creek. They lived 

there for the rest of their lives. 

Magdalena Troyer, mother of two 

of the Miller women, and widow of Mi-

chael Troyer (TY), also arrived in Ohio 

with the Miller siblings. She died in 1827 

and is buried in the Miller cemetery 

(Cemetery O-29 in Beachy, Cemetery 

Directory . . . ) where most of these early 

Miller families and some of their descen-

dants are buried. The cemetery is located 

on the quarter section of her son-in-law, 

Jacob Miller, on the hill along the line 

between Walnut Creek Township and 

Clark Township. David’s land was in 

Walnut Creek Township and Jacob’s in 

Clark Township (German Township 

then).  

Moses Beachy (BC17) arrived in 

1814 and was married that fall to Eliza-

beth Miller (ML227) by Bishop Jacob 

Stutzman. This was the first wedding in 

the new Ohio Amish community. Eliza-

beth was one of the seven Miller siblings 

who arrived in Ohio in 1814. Before her 

marriage, she had bought, with inheri-

tance money, a quarter section of land, 

just south of Jonas Stutzman. It is be-

lieved that Moses and Elizabeth were 

courting already in Somerset County. 

Moses was ordained as minister in the 

Walnut Creek District in 1815, and later 

as bishop.  

Another of the Miller siblings, Isaac 

and Mary (Yoder) Miller (ML228) set-

tled in the valley known as Goose Bot-

tom. Emanuel and Elizabeth (Yoder) 

Miller (ML229) settled on the ridge to-

wards today’s Sugar creek. Daniel and 

Magdalena (Troyer) Miller (ML222), 

along with their eight children, settled in 

the middle of the Dunkard country, just 

north of today’s Baltic, Ohio, some miles 

away from the other Amish settlers. 

When Daniel became aware of the influ-

ence of the Dunkard youth on his grow-

ing children, he sold out and moved to the 

other end of the young community, a 

couple miles north of today’s Berlin, 

Ohio. He was a deacon in the church. 

 John Borntrager (BN22) ar-

rived in 1814.  He came from the Johns-

town, Pennsylvania, area. He is thought 

to have lived in the Casselman River area 

before the move to Johnstown. He settled 

in the Dunkard country northeast of Bal-

tic. 
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schaft Library, rev. 2007. The parentheti-

cal alphanumeric numbers that follow the 

names are the desgination of this work. 

[Adam Miller], Hostetler – The Mennonite 

Boy Converted. New York: Carlton and 

Porter, 1848.  

and Adjoining Counties in Ohio. Copy-

right by the author, 1975. 

Unser Leit – The Story of the Amish. Copy-

right by the author, 2012. This is a pri-

mary source throughout the article. 

Hugh F. Gingerich and Rachel W. Kreider, 

Amish and Amish Mennonite Genealo-

gies. Gordonville, PA: Pequea Bruder-

The brothers Jacob Troyer (TY7) 

and Joseph Troyer (TYa) came in 1814. 

They may have come from the Glades 

area. (Series to be continued.) 

Notes 
Leroy Beachy, Cemetery Directory of the 

Amish Community in Eastern Holmes 

Photo Gallery of Pioneer Land Sites 
These photographs show locations where early pioneers settled in Holmes County, Ohio. The sites are identified according to local 

folklore and by reference to original land documents and legal land descriptions. The virgin forests and the original buildings of the first 

setters are no longer to be seen and are available to the viewer only in the imagination. The number assigned to each settler in the chart 

matches the number on the picture of his land site. The name of each settler is followed by his AAMG number, the current land owner’s 

name and mailing address, and the local name of the area of the site.  The mailing address may be useful to the self-guided tourist in 

finding the sites, especially with use of a GPS. The information in the chart is supplied by Henry L. Erb. The photos are by James L. 

Yoder. Compiled by David I. Miller 

 

 

  

Photo No. & Settler Current Owner and Address 

1. Jonas Stutzman (ST52) Ivan L. Miller, 4545 CR 114, Sugarcreek – Walnut Creek Valley 

2. Christian Yoder (YR2612) Eddie E. Miller, 3221 CR 135, Millersburg – Walnut Creek Valley 

3. John Troyer (TY2352) Valley Side Acres, Andrew Byler, 5135 SR 515, Millersburg (foreground) 

3. Isaac Miller (ML228) David H. Yoder, 2897 TR 406, Millersburg (background) -- Goose Bottom 

4. Jonas Miller (ML244) Myron Miller, 4842 TR 420, Sugarcreek – Walnut Creek Valley 

5. Joseph Mast (MS362) Jonas E. Burkholder, 3525 TR 371, Sugarcreek – Walnut Creek Valley 

6. Abraham Hershberger (HB44) Wayne L. Yoder, 5220 RR 419, Sugarcreek – Goose Bottom 

7. John Miller (ML226) Nathan Mast, 5082TR 419, Sugarcreek – Goose Bottom 

8. Christian Hershberger Melvin D. Miller, 3557 TR 406, Millersburg– Goose Bottom 

9. John J. Miller (ML231) Atlee J. Miller, 2051 TR 444, Sugarcreek– Goose Bottom 

10. Paul Stutzman (ST51) Paul Burkholder, 2482 CR 144, Sugarcreek – Walnut Creek Valley 

11. Abraham Gerber (GB1a) Reuben Miller, 1923 CR 144. Sugarcreek – Walnut Creek Valley 

12. Jacob Mast (MS363) Dr. Daniel Miller, 4731 TR403, Millersburg – Walnut Creek Valley 

13. David Hochstetler (HS16) Daniel A. Miller, 5590 CR 172, Millersburg – Hochstetler Valley 

14. Solomon Hochstetler (HS125) Arlen Beachy, 5430 CR 172, Millersburg– Hochstetler Valley 

15. Jacob Zook (ZK17) Eli Weaver, 1333 CR 168, Dundee, OH – Mud Valley 

16. Samuel Weaver (WV8) Jesse Mast, 2435 TR 421, Sugarcreek – Walnut Creek Valley 

17. David Miller (ML223) The Farm, LLC (zoo), 4171 CR 114, Sugarcreek – Walnut Creek Valley 

18. Jacob Miller (ML225) Robert A. Miller, 3185 CR 70, Sugarcreek – Walnut Creek Valley 

Key: Zip codes – Millersburg: 44654; Sugarcreek: 44681. TR = Township Road; CR = County Road; SR = State Route 
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Subscription without membership 
brings The Historian to your mailbox 

quarterly. The rate is $15 per year. 

Choose subscription only ($15) or 

membership (with subscription and other 

benefits), fill out the enclosed card, and 

send with your check to The Casselman 

Historians P.O. Box 591, Grantsville, MD 

21536. Thank you for your support! 

 

Announcing: Historians Annual 

Meeting 2014 

Time: 7:00 PM, Friday, September 

19, and Saturday, 9:00 AM, September 

20, 2014 

Place: Grantsville, Maryland 

(specific place to be announced) 

Topic: The Role of the Nineteenth 

Century Casselman River Valley Amish 

Mennonites in establishing the Amish 

community in Johnson County, Iowa. 

The first Amish settlers in the area of 

Kalona, Iowa, in Johnson County, in-

cluded families from the Casselman Val-

ley in Somerset County, Pennsylvania. 

According to author Katie Lind Yoder 

(From Hazelbrush to Cornfields. Kalona, 

IA: Mennonite Historical Society, 1994. 

p. 21), “Daniel P. Guengerich and Joseph 

Membership and Subscrip-

tion Offered Now for 2014 

Subscriptions to The Historian and 

membership with the Casselman Histori-

ans are available now for the calendar year 

of 2014. Readers who attended the annual 

meeting in September may already have 

taken membership for next year. Others 

are invited to give special attention to the 

enclosed Membership/Subscription card. 

You will note two options: (1) subscription 

to The Historian with membership in the 

Casselman Historians or (2) subscription 

to The Historian without membership. 

You may also subscribe and pay by credit 

card on the new website (discounted three-

year options are available on the website ): 

www.amishmennonitehistorians.com 

Membership is important to the Cas-

selman Historians as a source of support. 

Membership includes the following bene-

fits: (1) subscription to the quarterly, The 

Historian – a $15 retail value, (2) subscrip-

tion to the quarterly Mennonite Family 

History – a $25 retail value, (3) free use of 

the archives by appointment, (4) voting 

privileges at business meetings, (5) and 

satisfaction in supporting the cause. The 

rate is $30 per year. 

J. Schawartzendruber walked into John-

son County and chose claims” in 1845. 

Other pioneers, including a significant 

number from Somerset County, followed 

in the ensuing years. The program of this 

meeting is projected to include identifica-

tion of these settlers, their background 

before emigration to Iowa, and their roles 

in the new settlement. The life and writ-

ings of Bishop Jacob Swartzendruber 

(1800-1868) will be featured in an at-

tempt to understand the Amish church of 

his time. This is a public meeting. All are 

welcome! More detail to follow in future 

issues of The Historian.   

 

New Web Site 

The Historians have a new website 

that features a complete archives of every 

issue of the Historian bulletin since the 

first issue in 1989. It also contains histori-

cal photos and audio files as well as video 

of the talks given at the latest Historians 

meeting. The site makes it possible now 

to  take membership or subscribe online 

using a major credit card. The address is  
www.amishmennonitehistorians.com 

You can also connect on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/CasselmanHistorians 

 


