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 Annotated Table of Contents 
 Christian W. Bender Materials in Collection of David I. Miller  

Edition of 2018 as edited 

By David I. Miller 
 

This Table of Contents gives access to the materials of my grandfather, Christian W. Bender 

(1875-1962). Most of these materials came into my custody after the death of my mother when 

the effects of her estate were disposed of. 

 

These documents survived storage in attics and other places. After receiving them at Grantsville, 

Maryland, I took them to my home in London, Ohio, for processing, having in mind the archives 

of the Casselman River Area Amish and Mennonite Historians (a.k.a. The Casselman 

Historians), where the original items are located. That location is back-home for the materials 

and for me.  Placement in the archives provides for the materials to be preserved and accessible 

for a larger circle of researchers.  

 

The files and the outline of this Table of Contents follow a chronological sequence. The first 

section consists of pre-1901 items and is followed by five-year periods (1901-1905, 1906-1910, 

etc.) to a section named “Post 1955,” ending with Folder #178 and followed by a section of 

Undated Materials (179 to 184) and a series of sections that include notebooks and binders of 

church records and a few folders of specific subjects and persons. The final folder (199-B) 

provides for placement of  “Additions to the CWB papers made after November 1, 2013.”  In the 

sections for which materials were not found, the heading of the section is left intact for the 

preservation of  the outline.  

 

C. W. Bender was ordained as minister in 1915 and as bishop in 1916. He served the Casselman 

River Congregation of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, and Garrett County, Maryland, with 

three places of worship: Cherry Glade, between Bittinger and Accident, Maryland; Maple Glen, 

near Grantsville, Maryland; Oak Dale, near St. Paul and Salisbury, Pennsylvania.   

  

Within each time period, the materials are placed into the following categories:  

 

Church Administration. This category includes documents such as ceremonial forms, 

positions on issues, lists of members, schedules of church services, projects, letters 

dealing with church matters, and items of ministry.  

Letters to/from Church Leaders. These letters are largely personal rather than dealing 

with church business.  

Personal letters    

Historical Items 

Farm and Business – includes other financial and material matters 

Other 

 

In addition to this Table serving as a printed reference, it is intended to serve as an electronic 

index by use of a word processor search function. Care has been exercised to include vocabulary 

such as names and subjects as found in the documents, often repeating the full name of husbands 

and wives in order to enhance the search function. It is hoped that this method will be useful to 

future researchers.  



 

 

 

    Annotated Table of Contents 

    

Christian W. Bender Papers in Collection of David I. Miller,  

Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, Maryland 

 
101. [file folder] – Pre-1901 –  Church Administration 

 

102. [file folder] – Pre-1901 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

 

103. [file folder] – Pre-1901 – Personal Letters  

103.1Christmas card to Ida Hershberger (later wife of CWB); sender not indicated. 

Christmas art work on front with text by Moore: “Fill the bumper fair/ Every drop 

we sprinkle/ O’er the brow of care/ Smoothes away a wrinkle.” On back, only the 

inscription: “Ida Hershberger, Christmas 1890” 

103.2 Letter from Ida Hershberger (later Mrs. CWB), Elk Lick, Pennsylvania, to “Dearest 

Friend.” She writes about her sister Sarah Hershberger (later Mrs. Jonas D. Yoder) 

who was ill; her sister Ada, who suffered a head malady and had missed two 

weeks of school; Lydia Beachy (?cousin of Ida; later Mrs. John S. Wenger), who 

“is here from school; Mrs. Sam Miller (Mrs. Samuel S. Miller) as sill having La 

Grippe; her brother Milton E. Hershberger and his antic of grabbing the paper “you 

wrote”. She asks if the reader yet has the evergreen leaf for remembrance of New 

Years Day and reminisces about playing blinda micely (Blind mice) and playing 

“truth”, and young peoples’ singings. This letter is a photocopy of the original, the 

source of the photocopy forgotten at this writing, but seemingly received in the 

process of writing Hearthside. January 21, 1892 

103.3 Letter from Ida Hershberger (later Mrs. CWB), Elk Lick, Pennsylvania, to “Friend 

Lena.” This letter is profuse with news, mentioning the following names: Sarah 

and Joel (likely her siblings); Lewis Beachy, her sister Ada, Dave Byler, Lavina 

Petersheim, Gideon Petersheim, Moses D. Yoder’s baby girl Elizabeth, Daniel 

Shrock [Schrock?], “Old Chuckly Bender,” Cornelius Beachy, Noah, the Gee Gee, 

William Yoder, Joel Yoder, Lewis Maust, Lena Maust, Leah Brenneman, Barbara 

Orendorf, Eli Yoder, Eli S. Beachy. Activities mentioned include feeding the calf, 

milking, scalding and putting out keelers (for maple sap), families moving to 

Virginia and putting the horses on [railroad] cars since some bridges are washed 

out. The identity of Friend Lena is uncertain at this writing. February 21, 1892 

103.4 Letter from Ida Hershberger, Elk Lick, Pennsylvania, to “Dear Friend”. She writes 

after two weeks of illness, pauses to get some “spotza” (a sugary, sticky taffy made 

from maple syrup). Milt (Milton E. Hershberger) is hauling sugar water, Harvey 

(Harvey E. Hershberger) is boiling, and Pa (Elias D. Hershberger) is stirring off. 

Sunday dinner guests were Lavina Petersheim, Mary Petersheim, who will work 

for David Bylers, and Simon Lichtys. Mentions Sarah Schrock and Leah 

Brenneman. She writes in Pennsylvania German, translated as follows: “Is your 

lettuce up yet. Ours is. Well, I must go eat now.   Now I have eaten and want to 

write more if I know something [to write]. She notes that Aunt Lena is not well 

and the Jacob S. Millers have a baby girl named Lucy and Mose Yoders a baby girl 

named Elizabeth. She writes at length about Mrs. Simon Folk who is confused and 
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attempted suicide. Reference to the “new graveyard” would refer to the Amish cemetery 

at Niverton.  March 26, 1892 

103.5 Letter from Ida Hershberger, Elk Lick, Pennsylvania, to “Dear Friend.” She uses 

the address of Elk Lick, but refers to being “down here.” The setting can be 

identified as in the home of her ill sister Sarah (Mrs. Jonas D. Yoder) near Summit 

Mills, Pennsylvania, later known as the Ervin J. Yoder/Creed Yoder farm and now 

(2013) the home of Jay and Joyce Sauder, having been there seven weeks. She 

writes about her responsibilities of caring for her sick sister, having cooked for 

four or five men (a new house was being built), husking corn. She feels lonely and 

“just thought it couldn’t be that she could not go to Johnstown with Mary Miller, 

Kate Miller, Sally Miller, Simon Yoder, and Lewis Miller. She thinks she will not 

have time to go to school at Crossroads this winter.  October 14, 1895 

 

104. [file folder] – Pre-1901 – Historical Items 

 

105. [file folder] – Pre-1901 – Farm and Business 

 

106. [file folder] – Pre-1901 – Other 

106.1 “Aids to Number,” by Anna Badlam, published by D. C. Heath & Co. This is a set 

of mathematics visual aid cards. Published in 1888.  

106.2 School papers of CWB, including (1) Report Cards issued by the Chestnut Spring 

School for 1891-92 and 1893-94 with D. H. Bender as teacher, and 1895-96 with 

Milton E. Hershberger as teacher, (2) sixty-plus sheets of school work by CWB in 

the subjects of spelling, written arithmetic, mental arithmetic, grammar, 

geography, history, composition, physiology, theory of teaching, (3) a saddle-

stapled notebook with the title “Institute Notebook” with an inscription on the title 

page, “Oakland, Maryland, October 17, 1998, (4) a drawing of the eye dated 

January 4, 1897, and (5) an undated filled-out order form for books and supplies 

for use at Yoder School. The existence of these papers suggest that CWB attended 

school (likely upper elementary or high school level) at least part time from 1891to 

1894 and normal school for teachers training at least in 1897, and that he taught 

school at Yoder School at some point. 

 

107. [file folder] – 1901-1905 –  Church Administration 

 

108. [file folder] – 1901-1905 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

 

109. [file folder] – 1901-1905 – Personal Letters 

 

110. [file folder] – 1901-1905 – Historical Items 

 

111. [file folder] – 1901-1905 –  Farm and Business 
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111.1 Promissory Note issued by S. D. Yoder (Solomon D. Yoder) and signed by CWB – 

principle of eighty dollars and dated. Endorsed on back by SDY to indicate 

payment received. August 15, 1903 

111.2 Financial journal running account of transactions between CWB and S. A. 

Lichliter, a store in Elk Lick, Pennsylvania. The account records CWB’s 

purchases from and sales to Lichliter. Sales include wool, coal, plums, pears, 

apples, peppers, beans, sacks (feed bags?), chicken, sausage, lard, beef, [maple] 

sugar, apple butter, second crop hay, straw, butter, eggs,  Most of the purchases 

were groceries, but included a broom, butter paper, tooth picks, oyster shells, 

lamp globes. Account runs from December 15, 1904 to March 26, 1906  

 

112. [file folder] – 1901-1905 – Other 
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112.1 Poem by J. E. Hershberger (Joel E. Hershberger, born 1865). Begins with the line, 

“Once I had a loving mother.” Eight stanzas. Includes expression of remorse for 

times of disobedience. (Personal observation: Joel was an aged deacon in the 

church, sat on the preachers bench, read the Scripture passage in the Sunday 

morning services, and gave testimony after the sermons. I thought of him only as 

a humble, gentle man, though very particular with the things in his surroundings 

(a characteristic known as a “Hershberger trait.”) This poem gives me insight into 

Joel the growing boy and his own adult reflection on his boyhood days - a very 

touching piece. (This item received from the Simon D. Beachy family). Likely 

written soon after the death of his mother in 1904 
 
113. [file folder] – 1906-1910 –  Church Administration 

 

114. [file folder] – 1906-1910 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

 

115. [file folder] – 1906-1910 – Personal Letters 
115.1 Letter from John Bender, likely to CWB. Written on letterhead of H. Jammer & 

Son, Cumberland, Maryland. A request for money and reference to someone 

(apparently John’s wife Hulda) likely not “getting over it.” Also a request for Mr. 

Bittinger to tell “my brother” the content of the letter by telephone. This would 

have been in the early days of a telephone central exchange at Bittinger. See 

Casselman Chronicle, No. 2, 1976, footnote 1 of p. 27. On the reverse side of the 

sheet is information about Hulda Bender’s birth and death date. Likely 1898 

115.2 Christmas card, signed with initials, deciphered as Mrs. PJS or Mrs. PGS, Kalona, 

Iowa, to Mrs. C. W. Bender (Ida Hershberger Bender).  

115.3 Post card (apparently mailed in an envelope) from Ada (Ada Hershberger). The 

front side pictures the dining room of Hotel Green in Pasadena, Califorinia. She 

writes of busy-ness with school work and home work. September 17, 1910 

115.4 Post card  from Floyd Bender  (b. September 18, 1999) to his father, addressed to 

c/o Jonas Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania. Typical of a ten-year-old: “What to 

you think became of Prince? He did not come home since you left.” October 24, 

1910 

 

116. [file folder] – 1906-1910 – Historical Items 
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117. [file folder] – 1906-1910 – Farm and Business 

117.1 Bill of sale of fruit trees from Myers Bros. & Co., Wilmot, Ohio. The order 

consisted of 6 apple trees, 3 pear, and 1 cherry. September 1910 

 

118. [file folder] – 1906-1910 – Other 
119. [file folder] – 1911-1915 –  Church Administration 

119.1 Letter from Peter D. Shetler (P. D. Shetler), Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, responding to 

a letter from CWB concerning the proposed orphanage. This was CWB writing to 

his brother in law (CWB and Peter were married to sisters) in solicitation of 

support for the proposed orphanage which became the Amish Mennonite 

Children’s Home. Peter asks if the orphanage is only for the Amish people, and, if 

so, he sees little need for it. Postmarked July 1912 

119.2 Letter from J. L. Hershberger, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB about the proposed home. 

Reports discussion about the home. July 14, 1911 

119.3 Letter from Peter D. Shetler, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, on the subject of a 

superintendant for the proposed children’s home. He discussed it with J. L. 

Hershberger and S. B. Miller (Likely Samuel B. Miller). They agreed to do so if 

any one would be interested in serving in that capacity, but found none. July 30, 

1912 

119.4 Note apparently from Noah Brenneman, Accident, Maryland, to CWB. This note 

has no indication of source or destination, but was found in an envelope from NB 

to CWB. He asks for the address of “those Somerset lawyers” whom NB may 

want to communicate with concerning a Mr. Stahl who was delinquent in paying 

for an engine. Envelope is postmarked July 30, 1912. 

119.5 Letter from Noah Brenneman, Accident, Maryland, to CWB. He begins with, 

“Harvey Yoder told me Sunday what you sayed (sic) he was to tell me. I rather 

feel like writing you a few lines yet hardly know what to write.” Noah does not 

reveal what the message through Harvey was; perhaps a later letter of November 

19, 1912, is indicative. Noah proceeds further with comments about the proposed 

orphanage and the regrettable reluctance of the people in Iowa to support it. He 

believes the means will soon be supplied “if it is something that is God’s will.” 

July 30, 1912    

119.6 Letter from Joe Gunden, Bay Port, Michigan, to CWB, responding to a letter from 

CWB regarding someone to administer the proposed children’s home. Joe delayed 

answering until opportunity to talk with Bishop Solomon Swartzendruber, but still 
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does not have a name to suggest, but did receive word from S. B. Miller [Samuel 

B. Miller] of Iowa that Lydia Brenneman would consider it, but her husband Peter 

Brenneman was hesitant. [This couple was childless and adopted three girls, the 

oldest born in 1900 (DBH Fam. # 12128). Lydia was a niece of Samuel B. 

Miller.] Joe Gunden suggests the following possible options: advertising the need 

for a superintendant in Gospel Herald and Herold der Wahrheit; start small in one 

or more homes in one or more churches with the possibility of building later. 

August 2, 1912  

119.7 Letter from J. D. Hershberger, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, responding to a letter from 

CWB soliciting J. D.’s involvement with the potential children’s home as a 

committee member. J. D. declines, stating his lack of enthusiasm for the project 

and expressing concern that the church fails to care for its own and to live and 

work in unity. August 17, 1912 

119.8 Letter from Noah Brenneman, Accident, Maryland, to CWB.  Apparently Noah 

had been officially asked to serve as superintendant of the proposed orphans’ 

Home and is responding to that possibility. He wants God’s will, but is processing 

their personal status, having “worked very hard here the last 14 or 15 years to 

have a little home of our own, expecting to make this our permanent earthly 

home.” If they were to leave their farm, they would want it to be in the hands of 

someone of the church so as not to “weaken the church at this end [Cherry Glade 

area].” At this point of time neither CWB nor Noah Brenneman had been 

ordained to the ministry. Both were on a committee appointed by the 

Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference to work toward the establishment of 

an orphanage. (See Conference Report 1912, p. 10.)  November 19, 1912 

119.9 Letter from Peter D. Shetler, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Refers to the proposed 

orphanage and excuses himself from participating in the project as a sponsor. 

December 12, 1912 

119.10 Letter from Noah Brenneman, Accident, Maryland, to CWB, with questions 

related to possible appointment as superintendant of the orphanage: (1) Was their 

request honored by taking the matter of appointment to the supporting churches 

for earnest prayer? (2) Is the committee taking seriously their concern that their 

farm go to someone in the church? He closes the letter with “Yours for a good 

cause, Old Noah.” December 13, 1912 

119.11 Letter from Jacob S. Miller, Grantsville, Maryland, to Daniel Beitzel. States  
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the decision to collect money for the Oak Dale church house and asks Daniel to 

see the people in the Cherry Glade area in regard to the project. Notes that 

Christian W. Bender and Noah Maust are making the contacts in the Maple Glen 

and Oak Dale area. On the other side of the sheet a list of contributors is given, all 

from the Cherry Glade area (complete names supplied here rather than initials 

only): Daniel L. Beitzel, Lewis Beitzel, Daniel D. Brenneman, Susie Orendorf, 

Benjamin M. Schrock, Elias Orendorf, Solomon Orendorf, Joel Orendorf, Noah 

Brenneman, Lewis J. Schrock, Jonas(?) M. Schrock, Sarah Schrock, Peter Opel.  

December 23, 1912 

119.12 Bill of Lading by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company for shipment of one 

box of books weighing 118 pounds, sent to Eli Hostetler, Shelbyville, Illinois. 

This almost certainly was a shipment of the hymnal, Eine Sammlung von 

Schönen Liedern printed in 1912 under the sponsorship of the Casselman River 

Amish Mennonite Church through the work of a committee consisting of CWB, 

Jonas B. Miller, and Harvey S. Yoder. May 4, 1912  

The following entry in the Table of Contents of the JBM papers is explanitory:  
Letter from Eli Hostetler, Shelbyville, Illinois, to JBM. Acknowledges receipt of the 

books, expresses high appreciation for the books, encloses payment, and comments: “We 

are certainly glad to have the books …  and thus continue the simplicity of the song 

service of our forefathers which we believe is more pleasing to our heavenly father than 

the modern ear tickling music so much now in use among so many Amish and Mennonite 

churches of the present day. The book in reference in the letter from Eli Hostertler is the 

hymnal, Eine Sammlung von Schönen Liedern, published in 1912. The date of the 

Hostetler letter is June 1, 1912   

119.13 Bank Deposit slips (2) indicating deposits by C. W. Bender, Trustee, in January 

1913 and March 1914. 

119.14 Slip of paper used in use of the lot in selecting a minister from candidates 

designated through a church vote. On one side is text of Proverbs 16:33. On the 

other side: “Dienst zum Buch” [Minister of the Book]. May 23, 1915. Christian 

W. Bender. Since his name and date of ordination are written on this slip of 

paper, it is considered to be the specific slip that was placed into the book which 

he drew at the time of his ordination as minister.  May 23, 1915 

119.15 Post card from Joseph Gunden, Pay Port, Michigan, to CWB, informing him of 

one barrel and one box of clothing for the Children’s Home, sent by pre-paid 

express to West Salisbury. Post marked September 13, 1915  
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120. [file folder] – 1911-1915 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

 

121. [file folder] – 1911-1915 – Personal Letters 

121.1 Greeting card (upper left corner missing), to Lewis Bender, son of CWB (born 

November 25, 1900), with picturesque building on front and inscription on back: 

“Presented to Lewis Bender March 26, 1911.  

121.2 Birthday card from Ada to Mrs. C. W. Bender (Ida Hershberger Bender, born July 

9, 1876), with birthday art on front and post card format on back, but bearing no 

stamp or postmark. Ada may be Ida’s sister or her niece, Ada Shetler Yoder. 

Addressed to Mrs. C. W. Bender, Elk Lick, Pa. with the inscription, “Yours Truly, 

Ada  July 9, 1912. 

121.3 Post card/greeting from Ada (last name not given), postmarked Iowa City, Iowa, to 

Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB). Explains that she is in the city with Mary Fisher, 

attending a Teachers’ Institute. Addresses Ida as “Dear Sister.” Hypothesis: Ada 

Hershberger was in Iowa where she may have visited her sister, Anna and 

husband, Peter D. Shetler, and attended a teachers’ institute, perhaps at Iowa State 

University. September 13, 1915 

 

122. [file folder] – 1911-1915 – Historical Items 

 

123. [file folder] – 1911-1915 – Farm and Business 

123.1 Statement of Valuation of CWB real estate and personal property and a statement 

on CWB and Enoch Bender, issued by the County Assessor. 1913 and 1914 

123.2 Receipts issued to CWB and to Enoch Bender on payment of real estate tax, issued 

by the tax collector. 1913 and 1914 

123.3 Receipts for payment received issued to CWB by Robert R. Byrd, Meyersdale, 

Pennsylvania; Omega Separator Company of Lansing, Michigan; Dr. H. T. 

Robinson, Grantsville, Maryland; Myers Brothers (Nursery), Wilmot, Ohio; 

Vermont Farm Machine Co., Bellows, New York; Mennonite Publishing House, 

Scottdale, Pennsylvania; Tranter Manufacturing Co., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 

20th Century Manufacturing Company, Boynton, Pennsylvania; D. K. Malcom, 

Coal Run, Pennsylvania. 1911-1915 

123.4 Promissory Note signed by CWB, payable to Lewis Hanft “one day after date,” 

$150. December 12, 1914 
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123.5 Post Card from George A Sweet Nursery Company, Dansville, New York, 

acknowledging order with remittance. April 16, 1915 

 

124. [file folder] – 1911-1915 – Other 

124.1 Magazine bearing the name of Comfort and date of March 1914. Some of the first 

pages and information about the publisher are missing. According to information 

found on the Internet, the magazine was published by William Harold Garnett of 

Augusta, Maine, from 1888 to 1942. It is described as “a combination of today’s 

Reader’s Digest and Southern Living, and was aimed at rural housewives” (from 

www.gearhartmachines.wordpress.com). During some of the years of publication, 

farming was given attention and a feature was included for boys. The magazine is  

heavily endowed with advertisements. This magazine seems rather out of place 

among the CWB papers, but is included here because of its presence among the 

papers. Short of evidence that the CWB household was a subscriber to the 

magazine, its value in this collection for the researcher may consist largely of 

finding information on societal thinking of the time and the merchandize 

presented to households through the advertisements. Articles in the this issue of 

March 1914, range from the philosophical “The New Era Now Dawning for 

Women (p. 25), to the practical “Poultry Farming for Women,” (15),” “Home 

Dressmaking Hints” (16, 17), and “Decorative Furnishings Useful and Easy to 

Make” (19).  In this issue, the editor opines: “What this nation needs is more 

homes and better homes, but judging from present-day conditions, it does not 

seem that it is going to get them. Think of it, there are more than seventeen 

million unmarried men and women in the United States,” and then elaborates 

further. Information about the magazine printed from the Internet is filed with this 

original copy. March 1914    

 

125. [file folder] – 1916-1920 Church Administration  

125.1 Letter from John L Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding “questions” 

to be addressed at the upcoming annual conference. February 21, 1917  

125.2 Letter from Dora Lichty, Oakland, Maryland, to CWB, regarding “church papers” 

and membership, with reference to L.M.B (Amish Bishop Lewis Beachy) and 

reference to possible shunning.  February 26, 1917 

125.3 Letter from Lizzie of Oakland, Maryland. Refers to D. J. Swartzentruber and in 

rather cryptic language explains delay in writing. March 17, 1917 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

12  

 

125.4 Letter from Lizzie Lichty regarding her “church letter.” Addressee not given and 

envelope not included, but likely addressed to CWB. Mentions Eli Bontrager, 

Lewis J. Swartzentruber, and Lewis M. Beachy (L.M.B). April 22, 1917 

125.5 Letter from F. N. Zihlman, U. S. House of Representatives, to CWB in response to 

CWB’s letter. Quotes a bill in part “as it now stands” with provisions for 

exemption from military service for conscientious objectors to military service. 

May 8, 1917 

125.6 Letter from Bruce F. Sterling, U. S. House of representatives, to CWB in response 

to “your communication signed by six others, received a few days ago.” Quotes a 

bill as passed with provisions for exemption from military service for 

conscientious objectors to military service. May 12, 1917 

125.7 Draft of a letter addressed to Christian Nafziger, Lowville, New York, from 

Grantsville, Maryland, requesting that Christian Nafziger and Solomon J. 

Swartzendruber of Michigan select a third minister to serve with them on a 

committee to work for peace in “our congregation.” The congregation is not 

named and the letter is not signed. The writing appears to be that of Jonas B. 

Miller. It is written in German and translates as follows: 
Grantsville, Md., May 28, 1917. 

Christian Nafziger, 

Dear Brother – Greetings in Jesus Name.  

Herewith we, the ministers of this congregation, report that you and Sol. J. Schwartzendruber of 

Michigan are requested to select a third minister and that the three come to investigate matters and 

circumstances in our congregation and seek to bring about peace with God’s help in the near 

future soon after the conference in Belleville, Pennsylvania. This request with the counsel of the 

congregation.   
The letter is folded and shows wear as if carried in a pocket for some time. The 

back side has notations possibly related to business items at the annual 

conference.  May 28, 1917 

125.8  Letter from Christian Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB responding to 

request for his involvement “to help to straighten up things” at Grantsville. 

Wishes to decline the invitation but seems to consider if other help not available. 

June 1, 1917 

125.9 Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Check of $600 enclosed 

from sale of Old Order Amish Mennonite Church (dissolved) property and sent as 

a donation to the Amish Mennonite Children’s home to pay on debt of the Home. 

(This item from the Simon D. Beachy family.)  June 9, 1917  
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125.10 Letter from John Hershberger, Grantsville, Maryland, to CWB, referring to “your 

talk yesterday” and expressing his feeling of not being accepted as one of the 

family and asking for CWB’s understanding. Since August 28, 1917, was on a 

Tuesday that year, the reference to CWB’s talk appears to refer to a private 

conversation.  August 29, 1917 

125.11 Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB regarding his own 

spiritual life and seeking to make amends with CWB’s help and asking for CWB, 

apparently as bishop, to “come to Delaware.” September 13, 1917 

125.12 Receipt from American Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief, New York 

City, sent to J. E. Hershberger, in response to contribution. October 30, 1917 

125.13 Letter from Carrie Beitzel, written in Western Maryland Hospital, Cumberland, 

Maryland, to CWB. Surgery is anticipated and she asks for CWB and one of the 

sisters to come to the hospital. She wishes to be served communion “as I dident 

(sic) communie for about 2 years or more.” November 17, 1917 

125.14 Letter from Lewis Eichorn, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, seeking counsel on 

the conducting a Bible study in view of the young people having been attending a 

Bible study at Owen Station. January 18, 1918 

125.15 Letter from Harvey Swartzentruber, Oakland, Maryland, to CWB inquiring about 

when a baptismal instruction class may be formed since he is wanting to join the 

Conservative Amish Mennonite Church. The letter is dated March 8 with the year. 

The postmark on the envelope is clear except the last digit of the not year, which, 

however, likely is 1918. Harvey was born in 1899 and is listed in the genealogy 

(Descendants of Jacob Swartzentruber by Alvin and Edna Maust) with Lutheran 

church affiliation. March 8, 1918(?) 

125.16 Letter from Lewis Eichorn, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, asking him to assist 

in work in the church at Greenwood. March 15, 1918 

125.17 Letter from Samuel D. Gingerich, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB regarding a fund for 

German school at the Amish Mennonite Children’s Home. He refers to C. D. 

Yoder from Iowa, as one of the heirs of an estate, some of whom contributed to 

the fund or to the Home. March 27, 1918    

125.18 Documents (2) in envelope from Mennonite Publishing House, Scottdale, 

Pennsylvania, to CWB. (1) “Meeting the Issue,” by Aaron Loucks, and (2) a 

message from The adjutant General of the Army to various military commanders. 

The first deals with the issue of Liberty Bonds designed for supporting the war 
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and alternatives to it. The second instructs military commanders on how to deal 

with conscientious objectors.  Postmarked August 29, 1918 

125.19 Letter from Amos C. Swartzendruber, Parnell, Iowa, to CWB with descriptive 

news about an epidemic of influenza in their community, as well as in the Pigeon 

River area according to Solomon Swartzendruber. Lists a number of recent deaths 

and Amos’s wife having helped in a stricken home and brought the baby home to 

care for it and the flu having now hit their own home. Occasion for the letter is to 

cancel or postpone an undisclosed appointment. November 30, 1918  

125.20 Letter from H. E. Ramsayer of the Northern Bible Society to “Dear Brother,” 

apparently CWB, describing the extensive fires in parts of Duluth and Northern 

Minnesota on October 12 and appealing for funds to provide the victims with 

Bibles. This presumably refers to the situation described on the Internet (Google) 

as follows: “This day, October 12, 1918 will be remembered as the day the State 

of Minnesota suffered it's greatest loss of life and property from a natural disaster. 

With 453 dead, 52,000 homes destroyed, and 38 small communities reduced to 

ashes, the damaged amounted to $7.3 million. On the back side of the sheet is a 

list of names and dollar amounts, apparently listing donations made to the cause. 

These names are in the list (names supplied when listed only with initials): Shem 

Peachey, John Hershberger, Noah Maust, Joel Maust, Evan Miller, Lewis J. 

Maust, Milt Bender, Solomon D. Yoder, Lewis J. Swartzentruber, Nevin Bender, 

Clara Bender, Mrs. Enoch Bender, Jonas B. Miller, Simon S. Miller, Mrs. S. D. 

Yoder, Harvey S. Yoder, A. J. _____, C. W. Bender, Solomon Orendorf, Allen 

Maust, Noah Brenneman. The letter is dated as December 21 without the year. 

Apparently December 21, 1918 

125.21 Letter from “Your Sister in Christ” apparently to CWB, concerning a prohibition 

given to a group of young people regarding Bible study meetings conducted by 

the young people. Expresses a deep desire for the Bible meetings and offers an 

unfavorable comparison with the parties the young people had in the days of 

CWB’s youth, sometimes extending to 3 or 4 in the morning. Envelope is 

missing. December 1918 

125.22 Letter from Amos C. Swartzendruber, Parnell, Iowa, to CWB. Seeks authorization 

of Gideon A. Yoder to officiate in baptisms. Mentions deaths of Mrs. Ike Marner 

and Mary Yoder, wife of Tobias Yoder. Mentions the “dreaded disease” which is 

reported subsiding at Grantsville, but continuing strong in Iowa.  December 9, 

1918 
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125.23 Letter from Noah Brenneman, written from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in the train 

depot and mailed from Niagara Falls, New York, to CWB, concerning Effie 

Beachy and her conviction (considered sincere by Noah) to enter nurses training 

while knowing that this could mean the censorship of her Old Order Amish 

church [of which her father, Moses M. Beachy, was bishop before the formation 

of the Beachy Amish Mennonite Church.] See comments on letter from Noah 

Brenneman of March 5, 1919, which were written before discovery of this item.  

February 12, 1919  

125.24 Letter from N. B. [Noah Brenneman], written from Muscatine, Iowa, while 

delayed in the train depot. Writes about his delay and refers to having been in 

Canada and Arenac County, Michigan (such wonderful singing there). Writes 

about an apparent church discipline problem related to Effie Beachy and her 

having been at “Simons.” and “that these things are turning up right at the 

bishop’s house.” The reference appears to be to Effie Beachy, daughter of Moses 

M. Beachy, who was ordained bishop in the Amish church in 1916. “Simons” 

could refer to Simon S. and Lydia Miller who lived on a farm near Moses M. 

Beachy. The designation of Noah Brenneman as N. B. is supported by the style of 

writing, the contents of the letter as coming from one of the pastoral team at 

Grantsville, and the history of Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference of 

ministers traveling revival meeting circuits in those days.  Postal Stamp: March 5, 

1919 

125.25 Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB March 6, 1919, 

referring to the congregation in Belleville with comments about the leadership of 

Lewis Eichorn. March 6, 1919 

125.26 Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB about annual conference 

to be held in Iowa and announcements concerning it. March 18, 1919 

125.27 Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Refers to tensions in 

the congregation at Greenwood and “the other two ministers from here” meeting 

separately. Research may show that “Lewy” refers to Lewis Eichorn. March 25, 

1919 

125.28  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, stating the suitability 

of a visit from CWB and “Bro. Jonas” [B. Miller] on Sunday. May 5, 1919 

125.29 Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding work in 

Greenwood, Delaware, and travel to the annual conference in Iowa with the 
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Grantsville ministers and the Belleville ministers traveling together from 

Pittsburgh. Mentions a letter from Nevin Bender. May 12, 1919 

125.30 Letter from Ray Lichti, Oakland, Maryland, to CWB, answering a previous 

inquiry about his time in military camp, including furloughs taken, money 

received. Ray describes his non-combatant work in the camp. June 3, 1919 

125.31 Receipts (9) in post card size form from Mennonite Relief Commission for War 

Sufferers, addressed to Joel E. Hershberger, variously indicated for the Amish 

Mennonite Church of Maryland-Pennsylvania. Includes two letters of a personal 

nature by the treasurer George L. Bender, who notes, “it is now twenty-eight 

years since I left the old Pennsylvania hills.”  From February 1918 to October 

1919  

125.32 Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB regarding the mission 

outreach in Flint, Michigan and suggesting an approach of raising funds for a 

facility in Flint, thus testing the degree of interest residing in the churches for this 

outreach. At this writing, the first page of the letter is missing. Various internal 

evidences support the description given above, including mention of “Brother 

Jonas” as party to the deliberations. (The mission board appointed at the annual 

conference in 1919 consisted of Michael S. Zehr, C. W. Bender, and Jonas D. 

Yoder.)  The letter can be dated as summer of 1919, since the writer refers 

retrospectively to the June conference, mentions that giving would be less ready 

“this time of year,” probably referring to the farmers’ harvest awaited, and refers 

prospectively to January 1, 1920. Summer 1919 

125.33 Letter from Noah Brenneman, Grantsville, Maryland (written on letterhead of A. 

M. Children’s Home) to CWB on how to deal with the transgression of John Tice. 

He reports an extended discussion with Jonas B. Miller which included “the 

school problem” among other things. September 17, 1919 

125.34 Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, about three young people 

from the congregation of Moses D. Yoder (Old Order Amish, at Salisbury, 

Pennsylvania) who were in Iowa and applied for membership in the Conservative 

Amish Mennonite Upper Deer Creek congregation in Iowa. He wonders what 

advice CWB may have since Bishop Moses D. Yoder has not responded. The 

applicants are named as Anna Yoder [later Mrs. Lewis C. Bender], Simon 

Hershberger [son of Noah E. Hershberger], and Simon Tice [later married Naomi 

Yoder, daughter of Simon M. Yoder and a granddaughter of Bishop Moses D. 

Yoder.] He also mentions having received a letter from Jonas M. Yoder [son of 
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Moses D. Yoder and father of Anna Yoder.] GAY seeks advise from CWB on this 

“serious matter.”  October 3, 1919 

125.35 Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, requesting CWB’s 

service to hold a communion service in the church in Delaware. October 14, 1919 

125.36 Letter from Lewis Eichorn, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. He mentions “the 

pitiful condition of this small congregation” and “I have never been in anything 

like this.” He asks CWB to come to Delaware to conduct a communion service. 

October 17, 1919 

125.37 Letter from John L. Maust, Belleville, Pennsylvania, with an invitation for all to a 

Bible conference to be held at the Locust Grove Church November 5. October 22, 

1919 

125.38 Letter from Nevin Bender, written from Goldsboro, Maryland, to CWB. 

Comments on the situation in the church in Greenwood, apparently in response to 

an inquiry from CWB. Council meeting was held with apparent readiness for 

communion, but dissatisfaction developed to the extent that CWB became 

hesitant about going to Greenwood to conduct a communion service. [The term 

“uffen hald” was frequently used, when the congregation was asked, person after 

person, about being at peace and ready for communion, by responding in 

Pennsylvania German, “Ich halb key uffenhald” (Ich habe kein aufenhalt,” “I 

have no objection. “Lewy” can be identified as Lewis Eichorn and “Joe” as 

Joseph D. Miller, a minister who had moved from Hartville to Greenwood and 

moved to Hartville, Ohio, soon after the date of this letter (Harold Huber, With 

Eyes of Faith, p. 40.) October 26, 1919 

125.39 Letter from Joshua King, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB, responding to CWB’s inquiry 

about the work of JK and Christian M. Nafziger “among the Brethren in 

Delaware.” He reports on efforts of counseling with the membership regarding 

approach to church regulations. Oct. 29, 1919 

125.40 Letter from Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB. Notes that 

CMN and “Bro. King” were there and that things are settled except that they did 

not develop an Ordnung (church regulations).   October 29, 1919 

125.41 Letter from Simon D. Tice, Kalona, Iowa, c/o Lydia Brenneman, to CWB. As a 

member of the Old Order Amish congregation in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, 

and living in Kalona, Iowa, as a twenty-two year-old single man, Simon seeks a 

church certificate/letter for membership transfer to the Conservative Amish 

Mennonite congregation in Iowa. He refers to (1) the problem of the ban and 
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shunning, (2) his actual preference earlier for baptism in the Conservative Amish 

Mennonite church, but having been under the persuasion of his step-father (3) and 

the problem of not wanting to ask his fiancé, who was a member of the 

Conservative church at Grantsville, to join the Old Order church. Having made 

various attempts by letter to Bishop Moses M. Beachy (who was ordained bishop 

in 1916 as associate bishop with Moses D. Yoder) without success, he seeks 

advice from CWB on how to proceed. See the Hochstetler genealogy DBH, Fam. 

#12848, for related details. November 22, 1919 

125.42 Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB about the effort to secure 

a church letter (certificate of membership) for Simon Tice, with he and Naomi 

Yoder wanting to marry by December 25, but have not received a response from 

the Old Order bishop in Salisbury, Pennsylvania, Moses D. Yoder [Naomi’s 

grandfather].  GAY requests to local (Maryland/Pennsylvania) Conservative 

Amish Mennonite ministers to contact the Old Order Amish ministers about the 

matter. Mention is made also of Simon Hershberger, Rufus Beachy, Moses M. 

Beachy, and Jonas Beachy. November 24, 1919 

125.43 Letter from Jonathan J. Troyer, Topeka, Indiana, to CWB. He acknowledges a 

letter from CWB and refers to the ordination of a bishop in Delaware. November 

25, 1919 

125.44 Letter from D. H. Bender (Daniel H. Bender) responding to letter from CWB, 

apparently with a question about D.H Bender’s policy in giving church letters. D. 

H.: “when a member of a plain, nonresistant church gets to the place where he can 

sanction the unscriptural practices allowed in some of the popular churches, and 

drop the plain command of the Word, such as feet washing, head covering, 

separation from the world . . .” The letter is written on letterhead of Hesston 

College and Bible School from Emporia when en route. D. H. Bender was a 

relative of CWB and CWB’s instructor in Normal School at Springs, 

Pennsylvania, or Grantsville, Maryland. December 12, 1919 

125.45 Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He declines an invitation 

“to attend your meeting” and gives information on plans to be in Michigan for 

meetings, along with Amos C. Swartzendruber, treating the subjects of Faith, 

Repentance, Justification, Conversion, Redemption, Regeneration, and 

Sanctification.  December 16, 1919 
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125.46 Letter from M. S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan,  to CWB, expressing a need to decline 

an invitation to be with CWB’s congregation for Bible meetings. December 16, 

1919 

125.47 Letter from Amos C. Swartzendruber, Parnell, Iowa, to CWB regarding CWB’s 

correspondence with Gideon A. Yoder to conduct a Bible conference. Also notes 

the wedding of Simon D. Tice and Naomi Yoder in Iowa, with dinner in the home 

of Samuel Swartzendruber.  December 25, 1919 

125.48 Letter from Nevin Bender, sent from Goldsboro, Maryland, to CWB. Refers to an 

issue not specified in the letter, but apparently understood by both writer and 

reader. Notes that both of the other two ministers (Lewis Eichorn and Joseph D. 

Miller) would be leaving soon. Refers to an issue about “the use of the house,” 

stating that he regarded the voice of the church as clear. Nevin was at Westover, 

Maryland, at the request of John S. Mast and preached there.  January 5, 1920 

125.49 Letter from Lydia Miller (Mrs. Joe Miller), Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB with 

complaint about Nevin Bender refusing to give her a good church certificate, 

apparently because she did not participate in a communion serve, but she places 

responsibility on Nevin for her nonparticipation. She expresses concern about the 

direction the church is taking while she seeks to obey her parents, who are in the 

grave, and the Bible. January 13, 1920 

125.50 Letter from Jonas D. Yoder to CWB regarding missions, including a mission 

project in a place of which the name is not clearly deciphered (perhaps meant to 

be Huntington), but objects since a Brethren church is there. Suggests that 

conference buy the Jake Miller farm to make the Children’s Home ministry self-

supporting. Favors mission workers being involved with hand and mouth. 

February 27, 1920 

125.51 Letter from Jonas M. Yoder, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB in regard to his 

relationship to the Old Order Amish church and his interest in transferring 

membership to the Conservative Amish Mennonite Church. Describes his distress 

in his present situation, his hunger for spiritual food, his absence from 

communion services for three years, and his wife’s position in the situation. 

March 19, 1920 

125.52 Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Seeks CWB’s advice 

on “starting up a Bible study class, the nature of the Old and New Testament 

History course which I have taken.” Comments on Hilda being about the same 

and that his father (Valentine Bender) “was down for a few days [with illness] but 
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is up again. Notes that Noah E. Miller [bishop of Springs (Pennsylvania) 

Mennonite Church] was in the area and preached for the Mennonites [later 

Tresslers Mennonite Church].  August 3, 1920 

125.53 Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. The letter deals 

with (1) the church in Holmes County, Ohio, and (2) investigating Conference 

missions possibilities especially in the Ozark Mountain area. He sees definite 

needs in Holmes County and urges CWB to visit and minister there. He refers to 

Michael Zehr of Michigan in regard to missions, apparently from the perspective 

of a committee appointed in 1919 by the Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference to investigate possibilities for mission work under Conference 

supervision. That committee consisted of Christian W. Bender, Michael S. Zehr, 

and Jonas D. Yoder. (See combined Conference Report, 1919, p. 80.)  August 11, 

1920 

125.54 Letter from Norman S. Yoder, Pinto, Maryland, to CWB, stating their decision to 

transfer membership to the Pinto Mennonite Church and giving reasons why.  

August 29, 1920 

125.55 Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB, regarding the 

church in Holmes County, Ohio. He informs CWB on a reported plan of some in 

the church to have a bishop present at a certain point for a baptism which 

apparently is not approved by some. He calls the plan a scheme. He refers to 

disunity in that church, including disagreement on location for a new church 

building. September 3, 1920 

125.56 Letter from Michael S. Zehr to Jonas D. Yoder and forwarded to CWB on the 

subject of investigation of mission work to be under the supervision of 

Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference. He enlarges on a conversation with 

S. E. Algyer of West Liberty, Ohio, concerning Mennonite work in rural and city 

missions and seeks arrangements for an investigation trip in Michigan and to the 

Ozarks, involving two of the three investigation committee appointed by the 

Conference: Michael Zehr, Jonas D. Yoder, and Christian W. Bender. September 

13, 1920 

125.57 Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB suggesting his 

difficulty in leaving Belleville for the missions investigation trip, noting Michael 

Zehr’s suggestion that only two go, and giving the definite encouragement that 

CWB and MZ to the trip. He drops the comment: “It seems those Mich people 

have much mission spirit and are quite restless.” September 21, 1920 
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125.58 Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB concerning funds 

for German school in the Children’s Home at Grantsville. September 28, 1920 

 

126. [file folder] – 1916-1920 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

126. 1 Letter from Edwin Beitzel, written from Camp Meade, Baltimore, stating that 

orders were received to work in the latrine. He faces the question of doing any 

work for the military and asks for information on the rules of the church. 

September 4, 1917 

126.2  Letter of burden and testimony from Edward Hershberger, Greenwood, Delaware, 

to CWB. Date on postal stamp on envelope: April 22, 1918 

126.3  Letter from Edwin Beitzel, written from military Camp Meade, Baltimore, to 

CWB, giving some description of his situation [in the army camp as a 

conscientious objector to military service. Date stamped on envelope: June 29, 

1918 

126.4  Letter from Edwin Beitzel, Denton Maryland, to CWB. He refers to some of his 

experiences in the home of G. E. Raleigh. Apparently he was stationed there for 

alternative service as a conscientious objector to military service October 4, 1918 

126.5  Letter from Valentine Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. An eight-page 

letter describing in some detail various dynamics related to monetary transactions 

and church decisions regarding the building of a church house, perhaps 

particularly the location of the building. Identified names include Lewis J.  

Swartzentruber, Sam Yoder, Jake Kinsinger. See letter of Nevin Bender of 

February 13, 1919.  February 12, 1919 

126.6 Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Describes 

misunderstandings and disagreements in the church related to monetary 

transactions and location of the church building and work and progress toward 

resolution. Names include Lewis Swartzentruber, Lewis Eichorn, Eli Orendorf, 

and others referred to only by first or last name, but not identified for this writing. 

See also letter of Valentine Bender, of February 12, 1919. February 13, 1919 

126.7  Letter from J. L. Tice, Lake Alfred, Florida, to CWB, regarding communion 

service schedules in order to arrange to be north for a communion service. April 

20, 1919 

126.8  Letter from Mable Miller (later Mrs. Ervin J. Miller) to CWB concerning possible 

plans (by others) for some youth to sing at the time of the church’s children’s 

Christmas program. Annual Christmas programs were held in the Conservative 
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Amish Mennonite congregation since very early in the 1900s. Introducing 

performance by the young people would have represented an innovation which, in 

that church culture, would have required processing by the ministerial leadership. 

[I am not aware of any record or memory of hearing that the youth feature was 

introduced.—David I. Miller] December 16, 1920 

127. [file folder] – 1916-1920 – Personal Letters 

127.1  Letter from J. S. Tice, Lake Alfred, Florida, to CWB, announcing their expected 

arrival in Meyersdale and plans to visit CWB. May 10, 1919 

127.2  Letter from C. D. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB and Wife. This appears to be a 

single man who travelled from Kalona through Kansas and Oklahoma, including 

these locations: Anderson County, KS, where he visited the Soll S. Beachy 

family; Lydia Swartzendruber; Chocton, OK, were he visited the families of Joel 

L. Yoder, Eli D. Miller; Custer County, OK, location of Samuel W. Bender. He 

makes comments about the Amish church in these areas, giving counts of the 

number of people or families there. Gives comments about farming in Custer 

County, OK. He gives explanations on some funds being sent, on which compare 

letter from S. D. Gingerich, march 17, 1918 in file #127. Comments that his 

landlord asked, “Where is your wife,” teasing him that he had made the trip to 

find one. February 28, 1919 

127.3  Letter from Christian J. Swartzentruber, Norfolk, Virginia, to CWB with the main 

point of business being cash gifts from “Uncle C. D. Yoder (Christian D.) to 

Jonas Yoder [married to Sarah Hershberger], Milton E. Hershberger, Joel 

Hershberger, Mrs. Christian J. Bender (Cora Hershberger). Each of these was a 

son or daughter of Elias Hershberger and sibling of Ida, Mrs. CWB. Christian D. 

Yoder was married to Barbara Hershberger, daughter of Elias.. They were a 

childless couple. C. D. Yoder was gifting some of his wife’s nieces and nephews. 

C. D. Yoder’s mother was Anna (Swartzentruber), a sister to Christian J. 

Swartzentruber’s father Jacob and thus an uncle to both Hershberger siblings and 

to C. J. Swartzentruber. February 27, 1919 

127.4  Letter from “Mary and All,” Oakland, Maryland, to Dora Lichty, Meyersdale, 

Pennsylvania. This eight-page letter expresses dissatisfaction with the Amish 

church in the Oakland, Maryland, area and the approach of Bishop Lewis Beachy 

in dealing with Mary and others in regard to church disciplines. Encourages Dora 

Lichty, who supposedly is from Oakland but now residing in the Meyersdale area, 

to be in touch with the ministers of the Conservative Amish Mennonite church to 
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appeal for help. She names Noah Brenneman, Christian W. Bender, and Jonas B. 

Miller and thinks Noah Brenneman would be the best contact because of 

connectedness with him on the part of some of their relatives. Others mentioned 

in the letter are Kate Petersheim, Aunts Fannie and Lena (likely Fannie Beachy 

and Magdalena Beachy), Noah Miller, D. J. (likely Daniel J. Swartzentruber). 

Refers to asking Gideon Miller to repair a wheel. Other first names are given in 

the letter. Further identification should be possible by consulting The Daniel 

Beachy Family of Aurora, West Virginia, by M. Marie and Paul H. Yoder. A few 

Pennsylvania German expressions are used: bekan a faler (confess a failure), als 

ein hiden und zelner (as a pagan and a tax collector), dar Yona un dar John (Jonas 

and John). January 29, 1917 

 

128. [file folder] – 1916-1920 – Historical Items 

128.1 Newspaper clippings, all except one undated, including the following subjects: an 

area near Dunkard’s Creek in Green County, Pennsylvania, known as Devil’s 

Alley; a case of a second divorce; categories of expenditures by the American 

people; a partly Pennsylvania Dutch poem; the air lift system of pumping water; a 

method for killing Canada thistles; food conservation. The last item is dated 

March 24, 1918 

 

129. [file folder] – 1916-1920 – Farm and Business 

129.1  Record book (3 1/4 X 6, Baugh & Sons advertisement, stapled) of Lewis C. 

Bender. Records coal hauled with prices, lumber hauled, labor, and maple sugar 

water hauled (expressed in barrels). 1919  

129.2  Packet of statements related to the mining of coal on CWB’s farm. Included are 

(1) statements from coal companies on tonnage mined on which royalty was due 

CWB, (2) statements sale of coal by CWB to local persons, and (3) slips of paper 

on which employee’s of CWB turned in their time. 1915 to 1919.  

129.3  Papers from and for The State Workmen’s Insurance Fund, Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania, in reference to the Bender Mine and “coal mining with drifts or 

slopes, tunnels or galleries --  bituminous. The papers include premium invoices, 

receipts, certificates, and payroll reports. 1917-1921 

129.4  Packet of statements from suppliers of building materials of sales to CWB, 

including Jennings Brothers, R. Newman and Company, Petrey Brothers. April 4, 

1918 to September 9, 1918 
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129.5 Receipts for payment of tax in 1918, 1919, 1920.  

129.6  Income tax return forms and related papers of CWB 1918, 1919, 1920, and United 

States Census of Agriculture as filled out by CWB for 1920. 

129.7  Receipt for payment of “telephone assessment and switch tax due to July 1, 1919.” 

129.8  Financial journal running account of transactions between CWB and S. A. 

Lichliter, a store in Elk Lick, Pennsylvania. The account records CWB’s 

purchases from and sales to Lichliter. Sales include wool, plums, pears, sacks 

(feed bags?), butter, Most of the purchases were groceries. Account runs to 

January 9, 1919  

 

130. [file folder] – 1916-1920 – Other  

130.1 List of military camp placements of conscientious objector Edwin Beitzel: arrived 

Camp Meade July 27, 1919; Arrived Detention ____ September 14, 1919; Left for 

Denton (farm) September 16, 1919; Returned to camp December 16, 1919; 

Discharged January 14, 1919. [likely 1920; original should be checked] 

 

131. [file folder] – 1921-1925 Church Administration  

131.1  Personal notes (apparently), likely of CWB of an attempted conciliation meeting. 

Time and place are not explicitly given, but mention of Bunker Hill places it into 

Holmes County, Ohio, near Berlin, and mention is made of a statement of 1921. 

Full names in the notes include Mose Mast, Eli Gingerich, Mike Gingerich. 

Others are named by first or last name only. 1921 

131.2  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB reporting on a visit to 

Grayling, Michigan, with Eli Bontrager of Midland, Michigan, and contacts with 

the Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference about mission work there. February 

16, 1921 

131.3  Statements (2) of monetary transactions related to lamps for the Oak Dale church 

on the invoice forms of C. W. Bender, Orchard Grove Farm. The two statements 

hold some identical information, but the one is more complete. Names on the 

more complete statement are Noah Maust, J. B. Miller, L.J.M. (likely Lewis J. 

Maust), Evan Miller, Joel E. Hershberger. March 1921  

131.4  Letter from Lewis Eichorn and wife Annie Eichorn, Clarence, New York, to 

CWB, inquiring about CWB’s schedule for visiting their church in New York. 

Refers also to others in terms of “Bontrager church” and of “Bontrager and 
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Helmuth”. Mentions plans for marriage of Sam Lichty and Mary Schmucker or 

Mary Schmoker (perhaps known as Mary Smoker).  April 8, 1925 

131.5  Statement of subscriptions for payment for lamps for the Cherry Glade Church, the 

listed amounts payable to Edwin L. Beitzel.  Listed subscribers are Solomon 

Orendorf, Benjamin M. Schrock, Mrs. Nelson Orendorf, Joel Bender, Asa 

Schrock, Edwin L. Beitzel, Jonas Schrock, Mrs. Lewis Beitzel, Daniel L. Beitzel, 

Peter Opel. April 19, 1921  

131.6  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. He states that the 

congregation consented to the appointment of bishop made by the Conference and 

that the new church building had been in use now for two Sundays.  Expresses 

hope that some of the “English” people (non-Amish/Mennonites) will attend 

church services. May 1921  

131.6aLetter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, answering a letter from 

CWB. He comments on the congregation at Greenwood, Delaware, and wonders 

why they do not see the need to ordain a minister. He comments about the 

extension building at the Children’s Home at Grantsville and the “additional farm 

for the boys.” Regarding the church in Iowa, council meeting was postponed 

because of a snow storm and “there are new and perplexing problems coming up 

from time to time.” Reference is made to the following individuals: Dan E. Miller, 

Norman Schrock and wife Ida Schrock, Simon Swartzendruber. He suggests that 

the Holmes County congregation should be hosting the annual conference before 

long. August 17, 1921 

131.7  Letter from C. J. Swartzentruber ((Christian J., Amish bishop), Norfolk, Virginia, 

to CWB. Responds to CWB’s inquiry about a group of people at Moyock, North 

Caroline. He notes that these people were from Madison, County, Ohio, and one 

family from the church in Oklahoma where CWB’s brother Samuel W. Bender 

was bishop.  A visit from Samuel was expected and CJS will respond further after 

working with SWB on the matter. Since the Amish churches in Madison County, 

Ohio, were Old Order Amish at the time and since Samuel W. Bender was an Old 

Order Amish bishop, apparently the group in Moyock had contacted CWB about 

bishop ministry in their midst.  September 5, 1921. 

131.8  Letter from J. C. Slabaugh, Moyock, North Carolina, to CWB, noting their 

conversation with Christian J. Swartzentruber and the matter of adjusting matters 

related to their auto truck and the possibility of taking care of matters without the 

intervention of CWB. September 16, 1921 
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131.9  Letter from C. J. Swartzentruber to CWB. Mentions a visit to Moyock, North 

Carolina and an unidentified question related to it and that the answer to  CWB 

would be brought to him by CWB’s brother Samuel W. Bender who at the time 

was visiting in Norfolk and would be visiting Somerset County also. October 12, 

1921   

131.10 Letter from D. J. Gingerich, Turner, Michigan, to “Bro. Hershberger,” almost 

certainly Joel E. Hershberger. Refers to a donation to the church at Turner, 

Michigan. This appears to have been a personal donation by Joel.  

131.11 Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB 

131.12  Letter from Jonathan B. Fisher, New Holland, Pennsylvania, to “Highly 

Esteemed Brother.” Acknowledges receipt of contribution “for relief work among 

our fellow men abroad.” December 8, 1921 

131.13 Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB about matters in 

Arenac County, Michigan, and the position of Solomon J. Swartzendruber that the 

matter be turned over to the Mission Board. January 6, 1922 

131.14 Letter from Eli, Swartzentruber, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Comments on 

CWB having left Delaware on his last visit before some business had been on the 

agenda and seek permission from CWB (as bishop) to invite John S. Mast of 

Morgantown, Pennsylvania, and Aaron Mast of Westover, Maryland, to speak at a 

Sunday school conference. [Both preachers were of the Eastern Amish Mennonite 

Conference, but not Conservative, at a time when the EAMC was considering 

merging with the Ohio Mennonite Conference. Without knowing CWB’s 

response, but in keeping with his resistance to ecumenism, it may be guessed that 

he was reluctant to give a positive response.] July 4, 1922 

131.15 Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, writing as a minister 

to CWB as bishop in charge of the congregation in Delaware. He mentions a 

young brother in the congregation confessing “secret vice or wasting of seed” and 

is asking CWB whether to proceed with the confession to the congregation, or 

whether the “highest confession” was required in this situation, in which case, the 

ministry of a bishop would be needed. He inquires of CWB’s plans for the next 

visit to Delaware and comments on health issues of Grandpa Hershberger and of 

Aunt Lydia.    

131.16  Letter from J. M. Slaubaugh, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB, seeking counsel on how 

many men should be placed on “committee for the church house proposition.” He 
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thinks three would be adequate, but “John wants 5 men.” He seeks guidance from 

CWB. September 26, 1922 

131.17  List of contributions received. Contributors in the list are Solomon D. Yoder, 

Mrs. Solomon D. Yoder, CWB, Jonas M. Yoder, Ervin J. Yoder, Evan J. Miller, 

Harvey Maust, Joel Hershberger, Stephen Wengerd, Noah Brenneman, Home 

Workers, Solomon Orendorf, Upper Congregation [Cherry Glade], Benjamin 

Schrock, Christian J. Yoder, Lewis Maust, Noah Maust. Money paid out to Joel 

Hershberger, J. M. Schrock, Solomon Orendorf, Ernest Miller Christian J. Yoder, 

John S. Wengerd. The statement is signed by Simon S. Miller who may have been 

the treasurer for the Conservative Amish Mennonite congregation. Those who 

received payment apparently had rendered some service or purchased some item 

for the church. Wengard was in the roofing business.  November 5, 1922 

131.18  Letter from J. M. Slabaugh, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB seeking counsel on selection 

of members of a committee [regarding the church house], since there is local 

disagreement on the selection. States, “Samuel Yoder was in our midst 

yesterday.” November 6, 1922 

131.19  Letter from Eli J. Gingerich, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB, writing about disagreements 

in their church with reference to Joseph Schlabach and John Swartzentruber.  

November  6, 1922 

131.20  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, referring to the most 

recent communion service, saying that eight members did not commune, “about 

one half from one extreme end and the other half from the other.” Expresses 

regret “that I spoke to you as I did at the last communion that you were here.” 

Expresses his desire to “do that which is right.” States his plans to go to Michigan 

to conduct a Bible school. December 13, 1922  

131.21  Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB about personnel 

for the Children’s Home, with reference to Laban Swartzentrubers, likely 

meaning Mr. and Mrs. Swartzentruber. January 7, 1923 

131.22  Letter from J. M. Slabaugh, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB asking for CWB, along with 

Gideon Yoder, to come to his congregation to mediate in points of internal 

tension. He refers to the congregation having been divided for about eight weeks 

already, with his group meeting at Bunker Hill, John’s group meeting “at the old 

house”, and an other part staying at home. He notes the issue of a wedding having 

been announced improperly and the groom withdrawing from a wedding.  

February 25, 1923 
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131.23  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB concerning the call from 

Joseph M. Slabaugh of Holmes County, Ohio, for GAY and CWB to assist that 

congregation as a mediation committee. Also gives local news, including mention 

of Mrs. Henry Slabaugh and the death of Mrs. Joel J. Miller of Iowa. February 28, 

1923  

131.24  Letter from Joseph M. Slabaugh, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB, responding to the 

position of CWB and Gideon A. Yoder that their readiness to assist in the 

problems in Holmes County would be contingent the call coming from the entire 

congregation, not only the group with JMS. He sees that provision as impossible 

to meet and explains the problem as cause by strong headed persons in the 

congregation. Personal references include John Swartzentruber and Eli Gingerich. 

March 6, 1923 

131.25  Letter from Joseph M. Slabaugh, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB regarding a mediation 

team to work with his congregation. Having talked with John Swartzentruber, 

JSM thinks that JS is not open to working with a mediation team. March 17, 1923 

131.26  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, suggested that the two of 

them do go to Holmes County per request of Joseph M. Slabaugh and suggests a 

schedule for going promptly. He reports on the death of Peter Kinsinger and the 

difficulties caused by the weather at the time of the funeral. March 21, 1923 

131.27  Letters (6) from V. E. Reiff, treasurer of Mennonite Board of Missions and 

charities, Elkhart, Indiana, to Joel E. Hershberger, acknowledging contributions 

from the congregation with added information of the programs in which funds 

were being used. December 20, 1920, to April 9, 1923 

131.28  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB concerning the issues in 

Holmes County, Ohio, regarding the case of Joseph M. Slaubaugh and John M. 

Swartzentruber. April 11, 1923  

131.29  Letter from Levi Sommers, Amboy, Illinois, to CWB, inquiring about the status 

John Tice’s certificate of membership, since he wants to join the church in 

Indiana. May 13, 1923 

131.30  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB about arrangements 

for a communion service, but with some uncertainty, noting that if a change 

cannot be made, those who “have gone too far” would need to refrain from 

communion or the communion service may need to be postponed. July 23, 1923 

131.31  Letter from J. S. Tice [John Tice], Bennit Switch, Indiana, referring to a 

membership certificate which he had handed to CWB about one year earlier and 
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is asking to have it sent to him in Indiana. Apparently, John Tice had given the 

paper to CWB for the purpose of joining the church in Somerset County and may 

or may not have joined, but now wants to join the church in Indiana.  May 14, 

1923  

131.32  Bill for materials from Baer and Company, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, for 

plumbing materials for church, sent to Joel E. Hershberger. September 1923 

131.33  Receipts (17) from Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, Elkhart, Indiana, 

to J. E. Hershberger, acknowledging receipts from the church of relief in Russia, 

Germany, and the Near East. November 1920 to May 1924,. 

131.34  Letter from Samuel U. Yoder to Joel Hershberger, written on a scrape piece of 

paper and mailed from Meyersdale while at the Post Office there. He sent a check 

of $200 for the poor in Germany, having read about it in the Herold. This likely 

refers to material from John Horsch in the Herold der Wahrheit, April 1, 1923, pp. 

219, 220. Sam Yoder was an Old Order Amish man whose farm was on Dorsey 

Hotel Road about two miles north of Grantsville just beyond the former Yoder 

School. He was reputed to have been well-to-do, having owned several farms 

(including Stone House Farm about 3 miles east of Grantsville on US 40), one or 

more of which afforded coal mining. Postmarked [likely April 3, 1923] 

131.35  Letter from Samuel D. Guengerich (or Samuel D. Gingerich), Wellman, Iowa, to 

CWB. He deals with the use of a fund which SDG had given to the Amish 

Mennonite Children’s Home designated for teaching German language to the 

children of the Home. He responds to the question of what to do with the money 

since no program has developed for teaching German. His response states that the 

money shall not be used for a school building (which was one proposition), but “if 

no arrangement can be made by the Board of the Home for that purpose, then it is 

my wish and desire that it be kept as a permanent fund in trust of some reliable 

individual or firm for some other charitable purpose for the benefit of the inmates 

of the Home. Only the income or interest of this fund can be used and in a way 

that the Board sees fit to apply it.”  June 25, 1923 

131.36  Receipt from Near East Relief, sent to J. E. Hershberger, in response to 

contribution. July 11, 1923  

131.37  Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB, responding to a 

letter from CWB. He had talked with M. S. Zehr when attending General 

Conference in Canada about a matter not disclosed here. September 14, 1923 
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131.38  Letter from Amos C. Swartzendruber, Parnell, Iowa, to CWB. Seeks advice 

regarding the church in Holmes County, Ohio. Notes that Brothers (Christian) 

Nafziger and [Noah] Brenneman are scheduled to visit there. September 19, 1923 

131.39  Letter from Joseph M. Slabaugh, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB asking for clarification 

on where their church should be meeting per direction of the mediation 

committee. He states that he and John are working together again, but that the 

church has not yet come together. September 26, 1923 

131.40  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He deals mostly with 

arrangements for mediation or bishop ministry in Greenwood, Delaware, but also 

mentions a request from Alden, New York, LaGrange and Miami County, 

Indiana, and the situation --  it doesn’t look good – in Holmes County, Indiana. 

Reference is made to Jonas D. Yoder, [Christian] Nafziger, Joseph M. Slabaugh 

and Eli Stutzman. October 7, 1923 

131.41  Letter from Joseph M. Slabaugh, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. He reports on being 

unable to work, having hurt his foot while working in a stone quarry and being 

concerned about his ability to support his large family. He expresses regret over 

the delay in a mediation team coming to his congregation. October 26, 1923 

131.42  Letter from Joseph M. Slabaugh, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. He thanks CWB be for 

the money which arrived at a point when they were out of money. His foot is 

improving. He refers to a letter from A. C. Swartzendruber indicating that the 

ministers may be arriving there by “next Sunday.” November 4, 1923 

131.43  Letter from John Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB, in anticipation of 

Christian M. Nafziger arriving there soon. Offers explanations on the financial 

and health situation of Joseph M Slabaugh. November 15, 1923 

131.44  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, written from Corfu, New York, c/o C. M. Nafziger 

to CWB. Seeks CWB’s guidance on how to respond to a letter from Eli 

Swartzentruber with a request for GAY to conduct a communion service when 

GAY visits Greenwood.  November 14, 1923  

131.45  Letter to the Amish Mennonite (Conservative) congregation of Holmes Co. Ohio, 

signed by C. W. Bender, C. M. Nafziger, Noah Brenneman. Notes that “peace and 

union” have not been restored in the congregation and that for the present time 

they should continue to meet “in the present place” with the dissentient group 

meeting separately. November 26, 1923 
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131.46  Letter from Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB. Refers to the 

church in Holmes County as a people of great spiritual need and comments, “our 

work in Holmes County wasn’t much good.” December 18, 1923  

131.47  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to Amos C. Swartzendruber 

[Iowa] about arrangements for the church in Holmes County since Nafziger, 

Bender, and Brenneman advised to hold regular services at Seven Lick Hill. He 

offers further comments on their situation. According to a letter by ACS of 

January 25, 1924, and the envelope that held this letter, this item was forwarded 

by ACS to CWB. January 10, 1924 

131.48  Letter from Joseph M. Slaubaugh, Dundee, Ohio, to undisclosed recipient. 

According to the letter from Amos C. Swartzendruber of January 25, 1924, this 

letter was sent to ACS and forwarded to CWB. The letter is signed by JMS, 

though the handwriting is noticeably different from other letters that bear his 

signature. The letter seems to be written to a Conference official with a plea to 

send a committee that will deal forthrightly with the local situation. He notes that 

some have resisted the earlier work of the committee. January 14, 1924 

131.49  Letter from Amos C. Swartzendruber to CWB regarding a conference appointed 

committee going to Holmes County, Ohio, for mediation work in the 

congregation there. Refers also to Michael S. Zehr. (A minute in the Conference 

Report of the Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference, June 6, 1923, p. 123, 

reads: “Committee to appoint ministers to help the Holmes County, Ohio, 

congregation, if necessary: Ben Glick, Belleville, Pa., Joel Hershberger, 

Meyersdale, Pa.  Ministers appointed: Michael Zehr, Pigeon, Mich.; Christian 

Bender, Elk Lick, Pa.”  January 25, 1924 

131.50  Letter from J. J. Gingerich, Barrs Mills, Ohio, to CWB. He presents his plan for 

resolving the differences in the Holmes County church and offers his criticism of 

the plan presented by the Conference committee. The plan deals with location of 

church meetings. January 27, 1924 

131.51  Letter from Solomon J. Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB. He 

expresses regret about the situation in Holmes County and states: “I think better 

take the plan the Conference took, you and Bro. M. S. Zehr and if you wich to 

take another Bishob along do so But not me. the others are more able men in the 

work.” February 1, 1924 

131.52  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB about arrangements for 

Conference committee work in Holmes County, Ohio. February 19, 1924 
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131.53  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB to say that he would be 

going to Holmes County for mediation ministry. He engages in further local news 

about local disease epidemic and health issues. including mention of John Shetler, 

Mrs. Henry Slabach, and the death of Mrs. Gabe Yoder. March 3, 1924  

131.54  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, with information on 

a Bible conference and mission meeting planned for the Greenwood church. The 

program brochure is attached with the names of John S. Mast nad Daniel 

Kauffman as speakers.  March 3, 1924 

131.55  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He suggests something 

be done soon about “matters in Ohio.” He writes about Erie County, New York, 

with mention of John Bontrager and Lewis Eichorn. Refers to the Sherwood Bank 

in Ohio, and the financial standing of “those people that moved from Defiance 

County to New York.” Writes about himself as having had a nervous breakdown 

and having received adjustments by a chiropractor. March 9, 1924  

131.56  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He expresses regret 

about some misunderstanding about arrangements for ministers to go to Holmes 

County, Ohio, but does not disclose the nature of the misunderstanding. Gives 

local news, including mention of Chriss Hershberger, George Swartzendruber, E. 

B. Hostetler, Mrs. Henry Slabach, Willis Hauber. March 23, 1924 

131.57  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB concerning the church 

in Holmes County, Ohio. He expresses regret about the situation there and posits 

a series of questions to CWB.  April 21, 1924 

131.58  Letter from John M Slabaugh, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. He writes about 

continuing need in the church in Holmes County, sees the main difficulty as the 

difference between J. M. Swartzentruber and Eli J. Gingerich, and wants CWB 

and Michael Zehr and another bishop to work with the congregation. April 27, 

1924 

131.59  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Expresses an 

impossibility to join in the work in Holmes County due to conditions in Iowa, 

including bad roads and needing to proceed with council meeting and 

communion. He gives local news, naming preacher C. J. Miller, Noah S. Miller, 

Sam T. Eash, Noah Yoder, and the funeral of Mrs. Barbara Slabaugh. April 29, 

1924  

131.60  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, referring to the 

“button question” and asking about CWB’s willingness to conduct a communion 
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service with “those who have buttons on plain clothing are permitted to 

commune.” Notes also that other questions are afloat which NB prefers to discuss 

in person rather than by letter.  [The button question is understood to refer to 

permitting men to wear buttons on their suit coats instead of hooks and eyes.] 

April 30, 1924 

131.61  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Responds to CWB’s 

comment of not having heard from GAY with explanation of his previous letter 

and his inability to go to Holmes County. He adds: “I would be willing to do 

anything in my power to bring about peace and unity in the churches and stem the 

tide of worldliness which is taking place in many of the so-called plain churches.” 

May 6, 1924 

131.62  Report of comments by various people related to or involved in the issues in the 

church in Holmes County, Ohio. This appears to be a report of comments by 

various members. It bears the title, “Homles (sic) Co.” The recorded comments 

are those of Joe Miller, Joseph M. Gingerich, Eli Troyer, John M. Swartzentruber, 

Menno Gingerich, Joe Slabach or Joseph M. Slaubaugh, Jacob Nissly, and Mike 

Yoder. May 14, 15, 1924 

131.63  Report of conclusions of a committee regarding the issues in the Holmes County, 

Ohio, congregation. Written in German, a translation by David I. Miller is filed 

among the translations of CWB papers. Conclusions and directives are given 

regarding the involvements of _______ Slabach (likely Joseph M. Slaubaugh; 

rodent damage has removed the first name), John Swartzendruber 

(Swartzentruber), and Eli Gingerich. May 18, 1924 

131.64  Letter from Evan J. Miller to CWB as bishop, seeking an arrangement for 

announcement of his engagement to Iva Maust and a double wedding with his 

brother Floyd Miller and her sister Fannie Maust. The double wedding occurred 

on June 19, 1924. Date of this letter: June 5, 1924  

131.65  Letter from L. C. W. Clearman of the law offices of Messer Clearman & Olsen, 

Iowa City, Iowa, requesting the names and post office addresses of the brother 

and two sisters of Lincoln Folk. This is in regard to the estate of Barbara 

Slaubaugh and seems to be somehow related to the estate of Sarah Folk. See Katie 

Yoder Lihnd, From Hazelbrush to Cornfields, 1994, p. 22. July 11, 1924 

131.66  Letter from Mollie Miller (nee Mary Anna Hochstedler; also known as Mary 

Miller; widow of Lewis J. Miller), Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB with 

explanation of her reason for requesting a church certificate for withdrawal of 
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membership from the Greenwood congregation. She express dissatisfaction with 

the pastoral treatment given her son Olen (Olen L. Miller), noting that he 

consequently is attending a Franconia Mennonite church at Spring City. Refers 

also to D. W. Maust and John Miller of Springs, Pennsylvania, as having attended 

at Greenwood. July 28, 1924 

131.67  Post card from Nevin Bender, sent from Cumberland, Maryland, likely written in 

the train depot, to CWB. Notes Michael S. Zehr’s suggestion of NB being in 

contact with CWB and “Bro. Brenneman [likely Noah Brenneman]. Postmarked 

August 1, 1924 

131.68  Letter from Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB, stating that he 

will not be able to visit Salisbury/Grantsville en route to or from Delaware since 

he has only a few days between haying and harvesting at that point, but he hopes 

to come that way in October or November. The letter is undated, but refers to 

being with the church in Delaware on August 3. That date is on a Sunday in 1924, 

suggesting this letter as written in August 1924. 

131.69  Letter from Nevin Bender, written from Altoona, Pennsylvania, to CWB, 

responding to a letter from CWB concerning the case of Mollie Miller. (nee Mary 

Anna Hochstedler; also known as Mary Miller; widow of Lewis J. Miller). 

Reference to Brother Eli is to Eli Swartzentruber, fellow-minister at Greenwood. 

Mollie Miller was the mother of Olen L. Miller and Galen L. Miller, ages at that 

time 22 and 19 respectively. The letter relates to dissatisfaction on the part of 

mother and sons regarding some aspect of church discipline.  August 12, 1924 

131.70  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB on how to handle the 

distribution of the Proceedings Report (see May 18, 1924).  He suggests not 

giving the entire report to all subjects because of possible misuse. June 7, 1924   

131.71  Bills from Meyersdale Planing Mill, issued to Trustees Oakdale Church, for 

Cement. November 2, 1923 and August 19, 1924 

131.72  Roster of attendance at the annual conference of the Conservative Amish 

Mennonite Conference, held at Pigeon, Michigan, August 25, 26, 27. The roster 

consists of three sheets (5 ½ X 8 3/4) filled in on one side. With the three sheets 

all filled completely to the last line, it seems possible that one or more sheets may 

be missing. In most cases, the addresses of the attendees are given, allowing a 

concept of the geographical areas represented. The sheets to do not give the year 

of this event, but the annual Conference Report shows that the annual conference 

was held at Pigeon on August 25 and 26, 1924. 
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131.73  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Inquires about a time 

for CWB to be in Delaware to officiate a communion service. Reports on Laban 

L. Swartzentruber [L.L. Swartzentruber] planning to leave the mission in Altoona 

and responding to a call from the Mission Board of the Mennonite Church to 

serve at the Children’s Home in West Liberty, Ohio. Mentions a schedule for “my 

evangelistic trip.” [The Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference appointments 

on August 26, 1924, designated NB “to visit the following congregations: Huron 

County, Michigan; Arenac County, Michigan; Howard County, Indiana; Elkhart 

County, Indiana; Stark County, Ohio; Defiance County, Ohio, and Iowa.] 

September 15, 1924 

131.74  Letter from Mollie Miller (nee Mary Anna Hochstedler; also known as Mary 

Miller; widow of Lewis J. Miller), Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, 

acknowledging CWB’s letter and asking what decision has been made by the 

ministers and the status quo of “the matter”. Refers to conversations with Nevin 

Bender. September 23, 1924 

131.75 Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, urgently seeking to 

arrange for CWB to be in Delaware for a communion service before NB leaves on 

an evangelistic trip. Reports on conversation with Mollie Miller, along with Eli 

Swartzentruber, Dave (David S. Yoder), and Lewis Swartzentruber, and sees new 

possibility of clarification of the issues. Notes that the question regarding clothing 

remains unresolved. He writes: “In view of our circumstances at the present time, 

our situation is critical.”  October 3, 1924 

131.76  Letter from Solomon J. Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB with 

itinerary of a trip planned by Solomon and wife and Joseph Maust and wife, 

including points in Indiana and Ohio and suggests the possibility of meeting CWB 

in Ohio. October 6, 1924  

131.77  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, concerning CWB’s 

imminent trip to Greenwood for council meeting and communion. Notes that 

some adjustments were made in regard to matters with Mollie Miller. October 9, 

1924 

131.78  Letter from Eli J. Gingerich, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB concerning expression by 

Elizabeth Hershberger of wanting to make peace with the church. He also 

mentions J. M. Schlabach. Nov. 11, 1924 

131.79  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He gives the itinerary of 

a trip by himself and Amos C. Swartzendruber that included Buffalo (Alden), 
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New York; Lowville, New York; Greenwood, Delaware. and Holmes County, 

Ohio. He writes at length with disappointment about the church in Holmes 

County. Persons mentioned are John M. Swartzentruber, Eli Gingerich, a fallen 

sister, Joseph M. Slabaugh, an Amish boy who wanted to join the church, but was 

“turned down.” December 3, 1924  

131.80  Letter from Eli J. Gingerich, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB concerning Elica Hershberger 

and arrangements for her needs. Refers to Gideon A. Yoder, J. M. Schlabach, and 

John Swartzentruber. December 5, 1924 

131.81  Brochures descriptive of Mennonite missionary programs and events. by C. Z. 

Yoder (1) and Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities (1). 1924 

131.82  Notation on a small paper states: Joe. J. Miller of Clarence N.Y. and Mattie 

Yoder of Alden N.Y. on December 12 1924 near Clarence N.Y. by C. W. Bender. 

Apparently a marriage record. December 12, 1924 

131.83  Letter from Lewis Eichorn, Clarence, New York, to CWB, seeking a schedule for 

CWB to be with the church in Alden, New York. In addition to other church 

work, he seeks a time for CWB as bishop to officiate the marriage of Joe Miller 

and Martha Yoder, both of Ohio. December 15, 1924 

131.84  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Mrs. Peter Shetler is in 

poor health. He mentions Dave, Millie Joe, and Bro. Peter’s Joe. Asks for 

suggestions on dealing with the problems in Alden, New York, referring to Lewis 

Eichorn’s suggestion of choice as inadequate. Explains a difficult case in Iowa by 

referring to Exodus 22:16, 17 and Deuteronomy 22:28, 29, and mentions that the 

“sister met the case squarely and has been reinstated, but the brother absolutely 

refused to meet conditions. He refers to Menno Simons, pp. 362-376, especially 

365-368 in the German edition. He offers a belated thanks for the mittens given 

by Grandma, possibly Elizabeth Brenneman Selders Hershberger Yoder, who 

died in 1927. January 16, 1925 

131.85  Coupon booklet issued by the Eastern Clergy Bureau with a supply of Clergy 

Fair Certificate Coupons. The railroad companies gave a discounted fare to 

clergymen upon proper presentation of the coupon to the ticket agent. A long list 

of rail lines that honored the coupons is given on the back cover of the booklet. 

These booklets (train or bus) are found among the CWB papers for the years 

1925, 1926, 1928, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1939, and 1940. It appears that CWB used 

35 coupons in 1925. 
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131.86  Letter from the Finance Committee of the Bontrager Congregation in Alden, 

New York/Clarence, New York, to CWB, announcing the intentions of the 

congregation to build a house of worship, with solicitation of prayers and funds. 

March 6, 1925 

131.87  Letter from Lewis Eichorn, Clarence, New York, to Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, 

Iowa. Tells of a meeting “at David Christners” with good attendance, but some 

young people absent because of the wedding of Sam Lichty from Canada and 

Mary Schmoker  March 30. 1925 

131.88  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He refers to a letter from 

J. M. Slabach (Joseph M. Slaubaugh) and detects a “Holiness Movement” 

doctrine. Refers to the “Bontrager Affair” in New York and a letter received by 

Solomon J. Swartzendruber about the way Bontrager, Helmuth, and others treated 

the Sherwood Bank. Refers to a letter from Lewis Eichorn enclosed. Notes his 

own poor health and Katie Hostetler having worked in their home, but called 

home because of her sister’s illness. They received a telegram telling the death of 

Mrs. Lewis Swartzentruber in Delaware. (Note: the letter is dated April 15, 1924, 

but GAY refers to an enclosed letter “of several weeks ago” from Lewis Eichorn. 

That letter is dated March 30, 1925. That factor, and the date of death of Mrs. 

Lewis Swartzentruber, to which GAY refers, and the most likely year of the 

smudged postmark, indicate that letter as belonging to 1925.) April 15, 1925 

131.89  Post card from Solomon Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB. He tells of 

plans to be in Stark County, Ohio, for communion service and refers to the church 

in Holmes County, Ohio, for “the Lord to have His way in the matter.”April 21, 

1925 

131.90  Letter from Lewis Eichorn, Clarence, New York, to CWB concerning the 

schedule for CWB and Gideon A. Yoder to minister in the church in New York, 

with the comment: “Our people are getting anxious to see you come.” News: Eli 

D. Mast bought a farm and will move to New York; parents of Clarence Helmuth 

of Howard County, Indiana, are moving to New York; “a little son [Mark] was 

born to us on May 8”. May 28, 1925 

131.91  Form letter from Eastern Mennonite School, Harrisonburg, Virginia, to Dear 

Friend, soliciting support. No signature. Letterhead lists A. D. Wenger as 

principal-treasurer; J. L. Stauffer as secretary, Chester K. Lehman as Registrar, 

and H. D. Weaver as business manager. May 29, 1925 
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131.92  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, regarding going to 

Alden, New York, to work with problems there. Suggests sending a wire for 

arrangements for meeting CWB if time does not allow use of the mail. Encloses a 

letter from O. A. Rice, cashier of the Sherwood Bank, to S. J. Swartzendruber 

concerning John Bontrager and others. Comments on “ourselves and vicinity, 

with information about church life at home (Upper Dear Creek).   May 29, 1925 

131.93  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB concerning arrangements 

for travel to Alden, New York, for church work there with CWB. June 8, 1925 

131.94  Letter (handwritten copy) from John Bontrager and others, Lancaster (Alden), 

New York, to Solomon J. Swartzendruber, asking for SGS, Michael Zehr, and 

Christian Nafziger to work with their church in an effort to bring the two local 

Amish Mennonite congregations (Bontrager and Eichorn) into union with each 

other. The letter was “given with approval of the congregation and signed by John 

Bontrager, John Helmuth, Samuel J. Beachy, Mike Jantzi, Mose Lichti, M. S. 

Zehr, Noah D. Miller.  June 21, 1925 

131.95  Letter from John Bontrager, et. al., Lancaster (Alden), New York, to Solomon J. 

Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan. The letter is a petition as follows: “We hereby 

ask you in company with the Brethren Mike S. Zehr and Christian Nafziger to be 

with us at your earliest convenience to investigate us and our church affairs and 

bring a closer union between us and Bro. Eichorn’s church.” They also would be 

glad for Bender (presumably CWB) and Yoder (presumably Gideon A. Yoder) to 

be included. The letter is signed by John Bontrager, John Helmuth, Samuel J. 

Beachy, Mike Jantzi, Mose Lichty, M. M. Zehr, Noah Miller. June 21, 1925 

131.96  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He mentions a letter 

from Solomon J. Swartzendruber, to which he wrote a reply, signed by Amos C. 

Swartzendruber and GAY, of which he shares the substance in this letter 

regarding the tensions in Alden, New York. He mentions a conversation with 

David S. Plank of Arthur, Illinois, who shared information about involvement of 

John Bontrager and others in Defiance County, Indiana, and the resolve of GAY 

to pursue the course the Conference bishops had embarked on. June 27, 1925 

131.97  Letter from Eli J. Gingerich, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB,  noting agreement to see 

John Swartzentruber per request of CWB and  advising CWB of the necessity for 

him to see Eli Troyer. States plans for a trip to Iowa along with Jacob Nisleys. 

August 29, 1925 
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131.98  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB concerning plans and 

schedules for trips to Ohio, New York, and Defiance County, Ohio, as well as 

meshing such administrative trips with evangelistic meeting trips. Name 

mentioned include Jonas D. Yoder, Michael S. Zehr, Samuel T. Eash, Noah S. 

Miller, Seth Miller, Peter Eisman. Mentions the health of his wife Mattie and 

CWB’s wife Ida. September 23, 1925 

 131.99  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB concerning travel 

schedules, saying “Hope we can meet in Ohio on the 30th.” October 21, 1925 

131.100 Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, written and mailed in Goshen, Indiana, to CWB. 

His itinerary includes ministry at the Townline congregation, Howard County, 

Indiana, and then on to Holmes County, Ohio. Is concerned about conditions at 

Townline. October 24, 1925 

 

131.101  Letter from J. B. Miller (Jonas B. Miller), Grantsville, Maryland, to The 

churches of our Faith of Holmes and Stark Counties, Ohio, asking to be excused 

from serving their churches as evangelist, per appointment, in view of the 

Executive Committee ministering in their midst. October 30, 1925 

131.102  Letter from Solomon J. Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB concerning 

the request (letter of June 21, 1925) from Lancaster, New York, for a group of 

ministers, including CWB, to visit the Amish Mennonite churches in their area to 

attempt union between the two congregations (Eichorn and Bontrager).  

131.103  Minister’s License, issued by the State of Ohio, authorizing C. W. Bender to 

solemnize marriages. November 2, 1925 

131.104  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He is home, instead of 

at church where Jonas D. Yoder is preaching, with his sick wife Mattie. Writes 

about the travel schedule of Jonas D. Yoder and his own en route home. Mentions 

a visitor, Eli Hershberger, from Holmes County and an expected visitor, Jo 

Weavers after church. Drops a comment: “Hope you got Holmes County 

straightened up.” November 15, 1925 

131.105  Letter from Phineas V. Yoder, minister at Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. Responds to 

a letter from CWB sent from Clarence, New York, and notes that CWB did not 

arrive for their church service as hoped. Informs that the Old Order church 

expelled one of their members who is applying for membership in their 

congregation. November 16, 1925 

131.106  Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, and Michael S. Zehr, sent from Goshen, Indiana, to 

Gideon A. Yoder and forwarded to CWB by enclosure with a letter of December 
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5, 1925. This letter deals with questions concerning business deals of John 

Bontrager. JDS and MSZ interview with _______ Yoder, father-in-law of John 

Bontrager, and with _______ Bontrager, father of John Bontrager. This letter 

reports on the findings of those interviews. November 27, 1925 

131.107  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Mentions the church in 

Howard County, Indiana, as having sent word to Jonas D. Yoder for Gideon A. 

Yoder to come there to serve communion. Reports that William K. Miller died 

and that Eli J. Bontrager of Middlebury, Indiana, preached the funeral sermon. 

Encloses a letter from Jonas D. Yoder and Michael S. Zehr concerning the John 

Bontrager questions. Mentions John Byler of Defiance County, Ohio. December 

5, 1925 

131.108  Letter from CWB to S.D. (Samuel D.) Beachy and Wife concerning delay in 

answering some questions because “Lewis Beachy left soon after we were up,” 

CWB had been gone a while and was needing to leave again soon, and Jonas B. 

Miller was on one of his evangelistic trips.  December 12, 1925 

131.108  Letter from Bishop Moses M. Beachy, Elk Lick, Pennsylvania, to CWB, asking 

to meet with the ministers of the Conservative Amish Mennonite Church at the 

request of the Beachy Amish ministers of Norfolk, Virginia, concerning issues 

related to Dr. Jonas E. Miller and wife and concerning Lucy Beachy. The letter 

apparently was hand delivered, being found in an envelope with the address of 

mail retailer Montgomery Ward. December 31, 1925 

 

132. [file folder] – 1921-1925 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

132.1  Letter from Jacob F. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB with gratitude for a 

donation received from CWB, apparently for the children’s department of the 

Herold der Wahrheit. JFS was the “Uncle Jake” addressed by the children and 

was the administrator of the system of awards for memorization, etc. May 27, 

1923 

132.2  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. When  in New York, 

GAY was suddenly called home because of the serious condition of his sister 

Barbara. Ike Swartzendruber (Isaac Swartzendruber?), brother of Amos C. 

Swartzendruber, died with appendicitis. Refers to the Ohio affairs and hopes 

CWB has gotten them straightened out; regrets much strife and contention in the 

churches. Refers to the “Delaware situation” and notes that “the same is taking 
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place in some of the other churches. I believe the time is at hand that we should 

take a stand about the dress question along certain lines.” December 3, 1923 

132.3  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He writes after returning 

home from a ministry, along with CWB, in Alden, New York. He gives some 

detail of his travel log. He mentions David J. Plank having been in Iowa and 

refers to him as boyhood neighbor, school mate, and having joined the church 

together. Mrs. Samuel Bender of Oklahoma and Mrs. Levi D. Yoder were in Iowa 

for a reunion of the George Swartzendruber family. June 22, 1925 

 

 

133. [file folder] – 1921-1925 – Personal Letters 

133.1 Letter from Daniel (apparently Daniel Lee, cf. letter by Daniel Lee of April 4, 

1922), Norfolk, Virginia, addressed to “Dear Brother,” apparently CWB with a 

section written by another person, apparently his wife, addressing Mrs. CWB. 

Refers to a note $1,000  issued by C. F. Cillins, for the children’s home, with 

concern about it. Mentions that Lucy Beachy is doing better and is staying in the 

home of CJS (Christian J. Swartzentruber). March 21, 1922 

133.2  Letter from Daniel Lee, Norfolk, Virginia, to CWB regarding a note transaction 

with Killius. Ap[ril 4, 1922 

133.3  Post Card (writer not determined) to Myra Bender, addressed as “Dear Sister”. 

Written from Grantsville, Maryland, but postmarked at Springs, Pennsylvania. 

Regarding plans for a singing. May 18, 1922 

133.4  Post card from Caroline Bender (Mrs. Valentine), Greenwood, Delaware, to Mrs. 

C.W. Bender (Ida). She writes of a girl coming to Daves and a boy to Milts. 

Apparently this refers to two of her grandchildren: Naomi Caroline, born to David 

and Savilla Yoder on May 22, and Valentine Milton, born to Milton and 

Savannah Swartzentruber on May 22. Letter postmarked May 25, 1922 

133.5  Letter from C. D. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB and Wife Ida Bender. He writes 

about his trip to Wisconsin and visiting two Amish settlements: (1) where the 

Benders live (Exeland) and (2) the Bontrager settlement. He describes the people 

in both settlements as very poor with farms of poor appearance and poorly 

constructed houses in a very cold climate. Individuals mentioned: William C. 

Bender and son Harvey Bender and wife Anna Miller Bender, John D. 

Hershberger, Jacob P. Brenneman. Of people in Iowa, he mentions Ben 

Hostettler. Mentions Simon C. Beachy. September 7, 1923 
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133.6  Letter from Mary Yoder, Norfolk, Virginia, to “Dear Remembered Friends.” 

apparently addressed to CWB and wife Ida. Writes about the arrival of spring, 

crops, and health issues. Refers to “the 2 Dan Lees.” Inquires: “how are Sol 

Yoders getting along”  and about his recovery from his fall. Solomon D. Yoder 

died July 10, 1926 and his wife Elizabeth died December 21, 1927, meaning that 

the letter was written sometime before July 10, 1926.   

 

134. [file folder] – 1921-1925 – Historical Items 

134.1  Letter (form) from J. C. Breuninger, written from Anderhach, Germany, to “Dear 

Mother and Uncles Fred, Peter, and Lewis. He writes about the location of Peter 

Gortner before leaving Germany for America. 

134.2  Essay on “Immigration of the Bender Family,” addressed to C. Henry Smith, 

Newton, Kansas. The opening line: As to your inquiry of the Bender family of 

which I am a member . . .” Apparently written by CWB. Dated November 28, 

1922  

 

135. [file folder] – 1921-1925 – Farm and Business 

135.1 Insurance policy issued by Mutual and Congregational Aid of the Amish 

Mennonite Congregations of the Maryland-Pennsylvania District to C. W. 

Bender. Coverage is for house and barn, but not for contents. Signed by Harvey S. 

Yoder, Simon M. Yoder, and Milton E. Hershberger. January 21, 1921 

135.2  Income tax return forms and related papers of CWB 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924. 

135.3 Bill from D. D. Klink, Garrett, Pennsylvania, issued to Joel Hershberger, for 

sawing. January 5, 1925 

 

136. [file folder] – 1921-1925 – Other 

136.1List of names and foods such as cookies, raisin bars, pies. Purpose of list not given. 

Consider: (1) a church project, (2) a project of the Children’s Home, or (3) a bulk 

food order. Likely the latter. I hold a boyhood memory of wooden boxes arriving 

from Bentley Shriver with items such as crackers and ginger snap cookies. The 

orders often were placed by one person for many. I recall my grandfather (CWB) 

asking my mother, “Do you need anything from Bentley Shriver?” In some 

instances, the list uses the convention of pluralizing the husbands name as a way 

of referring to the couple or household. The following names are on the list: 

Simon J. Miller (moved to Mississippi in 1930), Simon Yoder, Simon Tice, Noah 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

43  

 

Maust, Irvin Yoder, Enos Maust, Arthur Eichorn, J. B. Miller, S. S. Miller, Milt 

Hershberger, C. W. Bender, Floyd Bender, Alvin Yoder, C. J. Yoder, H. S. 

Yoder, Sam Beachy. (This item from a box given to me by the Simon D. Beachy 

family.)    Judging by the marriage dates of some of the younger households listed 

and the death dates of others (Arthur Eichorn died 1929), this item may be dated 

as in the 1920s. 

 

137. [file folder] – 1926-1930 Church Administration  

137.1Coupon booklets issued by the Eastern Clergy Bureau with a supply of Clergy Fair 

Certificate Coupons. The railroad companies gave a discounted fare to the 

clergyman upon proper presentation of the coupon to the ticket agent. A long list 

of rail lines that honored the coupons is given on the back cover of the booklets. 

These booklets (train or bus) are found among the CWB papers for the years 

1925, 1926, 1928, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1939, and 1940. It appears that CWB used 

37 coupons in 1926 and 25 in 1928. 

137.2  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Responds to a question 

apparently posed by Lewis Eichorn to CWB about participating in an even not 

stated here. The letter from Lewis Eichorn evidently was not enclosed as intended 

by CWB. January 27, 1926. 

137.3  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He writes about the 

Bontrager people in New York and their “getting the cart before the horse” in 

contemplating the building of a new meeting house at that point of time. He 

mentions Eli J. Bontrager. He opines that J. B. Miller hit the nail on the head in a 

recent editorial about land agents and the need for ministers to stay clear of same. 

January 28, 1926 

137.4  Letter from Lewis Eichorn, Clarence, New York, to CWB. Acknowledges 

instructions by CWB and Gideon A. Yoder that LE should be seeing after church 

matters. He asks for direction about receiving into church membership a man who 

confessed sin. February 8, 1926 

137.5  List of contributors to a project listed as “Hospital.” An accompanying letter is 

written by Allen H. Erb. The envelope, addressed to CWB holds a return address 

of Allen H. Erb, La Junta, Colorado, though postmarked at Martinsburg, 

Pennsylvania. Apparently Allen H. Erb was on a fund raising tour in behalf of the 

Mennonite Hospital in La Junta. This list bears the heading, “Report of Hospital 

Contributions by Amish Church, Springs, Pa.” This apparently refers to the 
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Conservative Amish Mennonite Church of the Casselman River area, since the 

names of the contributors represent that congregation. The following were 

contributors (full names supplied where initials given): Mrs. Solomon Yoder, 

Annie J. Miller [Mrs. Jacob S. Miller], Simon J. Miller, Harvey S. Yoder, Norman 

Bender, Milton E. Bender, Clarence  Yoder, Milton E. Hershberger, Simon S. 

Miller, Christian J. Yoder, Mrs. Eli S. Miller, J. M. Maust, Enos Maust, Alvin 

Maust, Omer Bender, Lewis J. Maust, Harvey N. Maust, Noah J. Maust, Jonas M. 

Yoder, Lewis C. Bender, Ervin J. Yoder, Evan J. Miller, Alvin H. Yoder, Floyd 

C. Bender, Joel E. Hershberger.  Postmarked February 17, 1926 

137.6  Letter from D.J.S. (likely Daniel J. Swartzentruber, a minister in the Amish church 

in Oakland). Deals with the situation of Samuel D. Beachy and his relationship to 

the Amish church in Oakland and issues related to their transfer of membership to 

the Conservative Amish Mennonite church at Grantsville. Lewis Beachy, bishop 

of the Amish church at Oakland, is referred to as L. M. B. or L. M. February 23, 

1926. 

137.7  Letter from Joseph M. Slabaugh, Greentown, Ohio, to CWB. Reports on his effort 

to receive into membership the two [Stutzman] boys, but the strong resistance 

from John and his consequent failure to receive them. He asks for a church letter 

for transfer out of that congregation. February 24, 1926 

137.8  Letter (copy) from CWB to a brother concerning a report from Phineas V. Yoder 

concerning a milk company refusing to accept an alternate contract in Stark 

County, Ohio. That contract apparently was meant to provide for the members of 

the church to sell milk to the company without membership in the cooperative, 

thus avoiding the principle of the unequal yoke. February 24, 1926 

137.9  Letter from W. S. Yoder (William S. Yoder), Lynnhaven, Virginia, to CWB 

regarding the status of Lucy Beachy as excommunicated and in the ban until her 

membership in the Grantsville church has proven her obedience. Also refers to 

Jonas E. Miller and wife. March 2, 1926 

137.10  Letter from M. J. Swartzendruber, Magadore, Ohio, to CWB about the problem 

of selling milk from their dairy farms by associating with an farmers’ association. 

(This matter should be understood as a concern about being unequally yoked with 

unbelievers. March 2, 1926 

137.11 Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. He writes about the 

character of the [Stutzman] boys as questionable in regard to keeping the 
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requirements of the congregation and the Conference, and, in regard to receiving 

them into membership, that Joseph M Schlabaugh is not a bishop. March 4, 1926 

137.12  Letter from CWB to Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, and Michael S. Zehr, 

Pigeon, Michigan, explaining a request from Holmes County for CWB to be there 

to receive several young men into membership and the reasons why CWB did not 

go. Also writes about the milk shipping contract problem in Stark County, Ohio. 

March 11, 1926 

137.13  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Mentions much sickness 

and many deaths during the winter and much rain and mud in the spring. Has had 

several letters from Holmes County but nothing about church affairs except the 

financial matters of J. M. Slabach [Joseph M Schlabaugh]; they sent some money 

to them to provide for the family, not for existing debts. Received a letter from 

Samuel J. Beachy saying that the Alden congregation is soliciting funds for a 

church building. Expresses concern for Barbara Whetsone [Whetstone?] and her 

current standing; has not heard from Sam W. Miller [her aunt] about her. After 

son Willis farmed the home farm for four years, “We had a sale on the 26th of 

February . . . we sold everything but two cows and some chickens,” Willis will be 

renting on cash basis.  March 11, 1926 

137.14  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. Informs CWB that 

Joseph M. Schlabaugh requested a church certificate for transfer elsewhere and 

that one of the Stutzman boys also requested a certificate. He also refers to the 

other Stutzman boy and Henry (or Harry) Hochstedler. He states, “so it would be 

necessary for you to come and investigate.” March 14, 1926 

137.15  Letter in behalf of the Conservative A. M. congregation in Hartville, Ohio, to 

CWB, signed by P. V. Yoder, J. D. Miller. S. J. Miller. They acknowledge that 

the congregation is not at peace for communion and request the ministerial help of 

CWB. March 14, 1926 

137.16  Letter from CWB to “Dear Brethren,” apparently including Gideon Yoder and 

Michael Zehr. He deals with the need to again visit the congregations in Holmes 

and Stark Counties, Ohio. Letter by Michael S. Zehr written on back. March 18, 

1926 

137.17  Letter from Michael S. Zehr to undisclosed recipients, suggesting that CWB, as 

bishop in charge of the congregations in Holmes and Stark Counties, proceed to 

take care of matters in those locations.  March 20, 1926 
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137.18  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. “Just a few lines about 

some things that took place while we were in Stark County, O, last Nov.” 

Mentions Barbara Whetstone and a letter from her and her less than satisfactory 

relationship with the church. March 20, 1926 

137.19  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Raises questions about 

the transactions in Holmes County, including the granting of a church letter to 

John M. Swartzentruber. Proceeds with local news: Mr. Reuben Mast, weddings 

of Peter Shetler and Nancy Brenneman and of Will Hostetler and Mary Miller, 

George J. Swartzendruber, Rueben Mast. Gives account of bad roads in the Iowa 

sticky soil – it took three hours one way to go to a funeral with a light buggy and 

two horses. March 23, 1926 

137.20  Letter from Daniel J. Yoder, Millersburg, Ohio, to CWB. He addresses the 

problems of the Stutzman boys having asked for church membership, of Joseph 

M. Slabaugh intending to receive them as members, of Swartzentruber saying that 

Joe had no right to do it, and of the boys being left without membership and a 

satisfactory answer. “So let me know if you can come.” March 19, 1926 

137.21  Letter from Bishop Lewis M. Beachy, Oakland, Maryland, to CWB. LMB writes 

as bishop of the Old Order Amish Mennonite church in Oakland to CWB as the 

bishop of the Conservative Amish Mennonite Church in the Casselman River 

area, concerning transfer of membership of Samuel D. Beachy and wife Barbara 

from the Old Order church to the Conservative church. The decision: “if you will 

have them make the higher confeshion (sic) for the different transgressions, we 

will leave the rest with them and there Maker as long as they are obedient and 

won’t interfere with us. March 28, 1926 

137.22  Letter from R. B. Schrock, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB, seeking to arrange a time 

when CWB can be in Hartville to officiate at his wedding. Marriages were 

solemnized in those days only be a bishop.  May 6, 1926 

137.23  Letter from Fannie Hershberger, c/o N. E. Hershberger, Grantsville, Maryland, to 

CWB. She wishes to talk with CWB and hopes he could visit her at a certain time. 

Fannie’s parents, Noah and Savilla Hershberger, were members of the Old Order 

Amish church, but joined with the Beachy Amish church when that group formed 

in a division of the Old Order church. She does not reveal in this letter the item on 

which she apparently sought counsel from CWB, the bishop of the Conservative 

Amish Mennonite church. May 9, 1926 
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137.24  Letter from Phineas V. Yoder, Uniontown, Ohio, to CWB, nominating a minister 

to accompany CWB “when you come to fix up matters here in our church.” First 

choice J. B. Miller. Second choice: Noah Brenneman.  May 9, 1926 

137.25  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB regarding Eli 

Troyer, who “don’t feel like doing any thing for the present time.” Also refers to 

Velta (Feldy or Valentine??)Miller.  May 18, 1926 

137.26  Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. He refers to a 

mission station started in Ohio and the possibility of starting one North Carolina. 

Refers to Holmes and Stark Counties in Ohio, and western New York (Alden), 

possibly in regard for a place of annual conference, but does not specify thus. He 

has a schedule conflict regarding attendance at “the meeting you have planned for 

May 23 (presumably the annual Sunday School conference of the Casselman 

River congregation). May 20, 1926 

137.27  Letter from John M. Slaubaugh, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. He responds to CWB’s 

apparent request for JMS to work with the church in Holmes County, by stating 

that he sees it as no use, that he will not be going there under present conditions, 

and the Executive Committee had best cut themselves off from such “haitery and 

back biteing”.  May 20, 1926 

137.28  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Had been in Indiana at 

the Griner  church and in Howard County – counsel meetings and communion. A 

letter from Phineas V. Yoder, Hartville, Ohio, gives an update on Barbara 

Whetstone – she married John D. Miller, son of bishop Dan Miller of the Old 

Order church – both are excommunicated. Writes about plans for conference 

attendance. Talked with Fernandas Miller about how John Bontrager left Indiana 

and Ohio.  May 24, 1926 

137.29  Packet of five sheets of handwritten notes apparently taken in the process of 

interviews of people of the church in Hartville, Ohio, circa 1926.  Comments are 

recorded of statements made by or about the following persons (given here in the 

form written on these sheets):, Lewis Eichorn, Eli Gingerich, Dan Hershberger, 

Sol Hostetler, Viola Hostetler, Jake Miller, Joe Miller, Sam Miller, John Oswald, 

Will Schrock, Dave Slabaugh,  Joe Slabaugh, Mary Slabaugh, John Stutzman, Joe 

Witmer, Benj Yoder, Crist Yoder, John Yoder, Phineas Yoder, Sam D. Yoder, 

Val. Yoder. In addition to obvious interpersonal conflicts, issues listed in these 

notes include strong drink; conference affiliation; simplicity in furnishings (“paid 

$40 just for the looks of a stove”; consistency in paying debts; dress regulations: 
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aprons; bib overalls; attending a serenade. The paper is not dated, but includes a 

statement “This is the last conference for me” (1926). These interviews could 

have occurred before Joe Miller and Phineas Yoder had completely separated (see 

Ivan J. Miller, History of Conservative Mennonite Conference, 1985, pp. 191-

193).  The penmanship on the larger sheets appears to be that of CWB. These 

documents may be dated as circa summer 1926.    

137.30  A copy of a report to the annual meeting of Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference concerning the congregation in Holmes County, Ohio, underwritten 

by Gideon A. Yoder, Christian W. Bender, and Michael S. Zehr. This copy bears 

no date, but is printed in the Conference Report of 1926, p. 23, with explanation 

that since conditions in the congregation had improved by the time of conference, 

“no action was needed to be taken.”  Date of the Conference meeting: June 15, 

1926 

137.31  Church certificate (testimonial) by W. S. Yoder [William S. Yoder, son of 

Solomon Yoder and bishop in Virginia] for Simon D. Beachy with explanation of 

his free confession of a questionable action of he and an other person taking two 

girls to the Old Order Amish singing against parental wish. August 1, 1926 

137.32  Church certificate letter with explanation on Simon D. Beachy similar to the 

letter of August 1.  August 2, 1926 

137.33  Letter from Joseph M. Slabaugh, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB, requesting him to 

come to the church for a baptismal service. He notes that “that girl from Madison 

County is on a family way and she want to get married as soon as she is 

baptized.” September 6, 1926 

137.34  Letter from Joseph M. Slaubaugh, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. He informs CWB 

that he was with the church in Holmes County and that there is unrest there, that 

he received the consent of the church for baptizing the young converts with the 

baptismal service to be on September 26 (in one week) and that the church would 

proceed with the baptism whether or not CWB comes or sends someone, and he 

should advise concerning his plans. September 19, 1926 

137.35  Letter from Joseph M. Slaubaugh, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. He informs that they 

proceeded with a baptismal service in Holmes County with the house “jam full,” 

and announced council meeting for October 3 and states further, “you had better 

come, and if your are not satisfied with this work we have done this summer, you 

shall bring scriptural ground for your things” etc, etc. September 28, 1926 
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137.36.  Letter from CWB to John M. Swartzentruber, expressing surprise about their 

local plans to proceed with council meeting and stating the inadvisability for 

CWB to come there at that point since he is “still not quite well.” September 30, 

1926 

137.37  Letter from Joseph M. Slaubaugh, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. States the plans for 

council meeting were cancelled because of CWB’s letter and CWB is not 

responsible to see after things there and JMS is not going to Holmes County 

anymore because of the financial strain of doing so for a church that robs God. 

October 6, 1926 

137.38  Letter from Joseph M. Slaubaugh, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. He informs CWB 

that Noah Miller and wife in Holmes County want to “fix” their things and asks 

whether CWB will take care of it. He mentions that CWB did not answer his last 

letter and states, “if you do not ans. this letter, I will not write you any more we 

will do the best we know.” January 31, 1927 

137.39  Letter from O. N. Johns, Canton, Ohio, to CWB. He states: “Daniel J. Schlabach 

– a member of our church – has a number of notes against Sol. H. Hostetler – a 

brother in your church at Hartville – as follows . . .” and notes the trouble 

involved in the matter, Johns’ effort keep DJS from taking the matter to law, and 

hopes CWB can encourage Hostetler to respond more diligently. February 10, 

1927 

137.40  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Refers to his own health 

and that of others. Refers to the need for more leadership in the Townline-Griner 

congregation and the Howard-Miami congregations in Indiana, but their 

resistance to it. Names given throughout the letter: Jacob D. Yoder, Joseph M. 

Gingerich, Mrs. Mose Beachy, Katie Hostetler, Lydia Beachy, Sam T. Eash, Joni 

Troyer, Jeph Troyer, Chris Miller, John Byler. April 13, 1927.  

137.41  Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB about “the Ohio 

affair”. Names include J. M. Swartzentruber, S. J. Swartzendruber, Bro Miller.  

April 19, 1927 

137.42  Letter from Solomon Miller, Fredericksburg, Ohio, to CWB, asking a series of 

questions about proper church procedures, especially in regard to local initiatives 

in dealing with administration and problems vis à vis limiting those procedures to 

the leadership of CWB as bishop.  May 1, 1927 

137.43  Letter signed by Solomon J. Swartzendruber, John L. Mast, and C. W. Bender, as 

the Executive Committee of the Conference, to Gideon A. Yoder recommending 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

50  

 

that he proceed with a bishop ordination in the Troyer church near Goshen, 

Indiana. Sent from Greenwood, Delaware, where the Conference was in session. 

Appears to be a scribbled copy with the official copy sent to Yoder in Iowa likely 

done more carefully. June 15, 1927 

137.44  Letter “To the Conservative Church in Stark Co. Ohio” from John L. Mast and C. 

W. Bender, the “undersigned Committee sent by Conference to Stark Co. Ohio 

congregation upon the report to Conference from Stark Co. that the church is 

divided and that Joe Slabaugh and Joe Miller do not wish to labor with Phineas 

Yoder any longer.” Written at Hartville, Ohio. Two copies extant, each written 

individually. July 26, 1927 

137.45  Church certificate Return Slip, indicating that Katie E. Hostetler was received as 

a member of the Upper Deer Creek congregation. Signed by Gideon A. Yoder and 

apparently sent to CWB. August 28, 1927 

137.46  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB regarding the controversy 

of the Stark County, Ohio, church. Refers to the standing and approaches of Joe 

Miller and Joe Slabaugh, including their refusal or difficulty in working with the 

minister Phineas Yoder. This letter reveals Gideon’s understanding of the role of 

the Conference. August 29, 1927 

137.47  Letter from Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB about the 

“trouble in Ohio.”  August 29, 1927 

137.48  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Refers to a petition sent 

to Solomon J. Swartzendruber about building a church house near Kalona. Notes 

that so many people are making “overland trips,” such as Canada to California 

and Oregon to Canada. This letter carries the tone of a personal letter. August 29, 

1927   

137.49  Letter from Bishop Noah E. Miller, Springs, Pennsylvania, to CWB, stating that 

the confession of Harvey Swartzentruber is enclosed. In the same envelope: 

Confession of Harvey Swartzentruber, asking forgiveness for having violated the 

regulations of the church while a member of that church. August 30, 1927  

137.50  Letters (3) enclosed in envelope addressed to C. W. Bender with postmark of 

Belleville, Pennsylvania. The cover letter from John L. Mast, dated October 3, 

1927, refers to an enclosed letter in regard to the Iowa people, which letter, from 

Kalona, Iowa, is dated September 23, 1927, and signed by Moses Beachy, Enos J. 

Miller, and J. E. Gingerich. The Iowa letter inquires about what was done in 

regard to their “pleas and petition that was sent to our conference.” The second 
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letter is from Solomon J. Swartzendruber of Pigeon, Michigan, dated September 

25, 1927, addressed to John L. Mast with a request that it be forwarded to C. W. 

Bender, asking him to “draw up a writing” to send to Iowa.  Mast comments that 

the Iowa group should meet and attempt agreement, but if they cannot, the 

Conference committee is responsible to work with them. September 1927  

137.51  Letter from Ray B. Lichty, Oakland, Maryland, to CWB asking for membership 

church certification (church letter). September 19, 1927 

137.52  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He states a clear position 

that it is time for a bishop ordination in the Townline-Griner congregation in 

Indiana. Also gives local news. October 26, 1927 

137.53  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Inquires about the 

building project in church of John Bontrager (Alden, New York) for which 

solicitations have been going out. Refers to Town Line-Griner church in Indiana 

and bishop ordination there. (Samuel T. Eash was ordained bishop in 1927.)  

December 5, 1927 

137.54  Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB stating that he would 

not be able to come – his wife not able to be alone and Ruth being in Lancaster, 

but he could arrange it by New Years if CWB has no one else to receive them. 

Post script: “I am in a hurry am hauling wood.”  December 8, 1927 

137.55  Letter from R. M. Troyer (or R. W. Troyer), Sugar Creek, Ohio, to CWB. He 

reports on a funeral of a young woman, age 35, a husband and seven children 

surviving. The main part of the letter reports, with shame, that Noah N. Miller is 

suing Bishop Gideon Troyer and Emanuel Schrock for $12,000  (or is it $2,000?) 

for shunning his wife. January 13, 1928 

137.56  Letter from R. M. Troyer, Sugar Creek, Ohio, to CWB. Requests being met at the 

train depot in Meyersdale on the 9th. January 28, 1928 

137.57  Letter from CWB to John M. Swartzentuber as cover letter of a copy of a letter 

from CWB to Noah N. Miller. February 3, 1928 

137.58  Letter from CWB to Noah N. Miller, trying to persuade him and instructing him 

to “take  this matter out of court.” In support of the instruction, he cites Scripture 

references and Dortrecht Confession of Faith. February 3, 1928 

137.59  Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. The main topic is 

the situation in Ohio where a law suit was involved. Mast sees the case as so 

serious that he advocates excommunication if those with accusations do not show 

repentance and withdraw the suit.  February 13, 1928 
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137.60  Letter (copy) from the pastoral team of the Casselman River District to John L. 

Mast and Solomon Swartzendruber for the annual conference of the Conservative 

Amish Mennonite Conference to be held with the Casselman River District. This 

copy is in an envelope addressed from Jonas B. Miller to CWB and is signed by 

C. W. Bender, Noah Brenneman, J. B. Miller, and J. E. Hershberger. The letter is 

written in the style of J. B. Miller. The invitation is for those who “seek to 

practice and to conform in life to the “all things” of the requirements of the Word 

of God; and to the principles of the Articles of Faith adopted at the Peace 

Convention in Dort, in Holland, in 1632.” These specifications may hint at an 

uneasiness with the signing ministers about the loyalty of the Conference as a 

whole to the founding convictions. February 15, 1928 

137.61  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB concerning location 

of annual conference – Indiana or Maryland. Mentions correspondence with 

Solomon Swartzendruber. February 27, 1928 

137.62  Letter from R. W. Troyer (or R. M. Troyer), Sugar Creek, Ohio, to CWB about 

the “Miller case” which he says is not settled. Names given in this regard are 

Gideon Troyer and  Eli Gingerich.  Other news: death of S. H. Miller (Samuel H. 

Miller, erstwhile editor of the Sugar Creek Budget) and funeral of David Miller at 

Bunker Hill.  February 22, 1928  

137.63  Letter (handwritten copy) from CWB to John Swartzentruber [Holmes County] 

regard the approach of Noah Miller to a grievance he held against others and his 

unwillingness to “settle that matter” by requiring signatures that they will “not 

insist on holding the ‘Meidung’ against them and also wants $200 damage.” CWB 

states: “This cannot be tolerated.” He asks John to go with Sol Miller and possibly 

another brother to go to “young Noah” and “tell him where he stands if he does 

not drop this matter.” February 28, 1928 

137.64  Letter (handwritten copy) from CWB to Sol Miller (Holmes County) regarding 

the case of Noah Miller going to court for a judgment of $200 against those who 

hold him in avoidance (Meidung). February 28, 1928  

137.65  Letter from Mrs. Noah Miller, Jr., to CWB, insisting that CWB has not heard 

both sides of the story and seeks to justify the current law suit. Names mentioned: 

Gideon Troyer, Emanuel. Asks CWB: “Do you think the Meiting [avoidance] is 

right? March 1, 1928 
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137.66  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB, stating that he and 

Bro. Joe and Solomon Miller went to see Noah, gave him CWB’s letter and told 

him that he should remove the case from court. March 2, 1928   

137.67  Letter from Gideon E. Troyer, Sugar Creek, Ohio, to CWB. The paper is rodent-

eaten around two edges and difficult to decipher its entire meaning. Refers to 

CWB’s letter of February 20 written to Robert M. Troyer with comments related 

to the practice of avoidance/shunning. Mentions a woman by the name of Shettler 

who married contrary to the Amish expectations.  Justifies shunning with 

reference to the Confession of Faith and an article in the Martyrs Mirror. March 2, 

1923   

137.68  Letter (copy) from CWB to Mr. and Mrs. Noah Miller (Holmes County, Ohio). 

CWB acknowledges possible mistreatment, but admonishes them to refrain from 

pursuing a law suit. Also refers to Noah’s experience of being shunned, 

apparently by the Old Order Amish church. March 14, 1928 

137.69  Letter (copy) from CWB to Gideon Troyer. Responds to a letter from Gideon 

Troyer on the matter of Noah Miller, Jr. suing because of having been shunned by 

the Amish church. He encourages that an effort be made to come to peace in the 

matter. March 14, 1928 

137.70  Letter from Solomon J. Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to John L. Mast, 

Belleville, Pennsylvania, regarding CWB’s position on the case of Eli Gingerich 

having sued at law, and a similar Miller case. April 14, 1928 

137.71  Letter (copy) from CWB to Sol Miller (Holmes County, Ohio) concerning Noah 

Brenneman visiting their congregation (but Noah feels too much tied to the 

Children’s Home) and the question of which language to be used in Sunday 

school. CWB urges using German as much as possible since some of their people 

oppose the use of English in Sunday school and since dropping German tends to 

get the church away from “principles we have been upholding from our 

forefathers.”  April 24, 1928 

137.72  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Refers to Alvin D. 

Beachy having been received as a member while also having volunteered 

confession of irregularities in his past life. Mentions the “school situation” and 

that they are conducting school in the church house. Refers to the flag salute and 

that issue as a matter for discussion at conference time. April 10, 1928 

137.73  Letter from Gideon E. Troyer, Sugar Creek, Ohio, to CWB. He reports on having 

been in Millersburg, talked with the judge, and learned that the trial is set for May 
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9. He expresses “quite a bit of worry and distress, as I think that is no place for 

Christian people to settle things.  May 4, 1928 

137.74  Letter from Eli J. Gingerich, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB. Writes at length about the 

dynamics in the church in Holmes County. Reference includes P. V. Yoder, John 

M. Swartzendruber, Moses Swartzendruber. May 20, 1928 

137.75  Letter from Gideon E. Troyer, Sugar Creek, Ohio, to CWB. With the court 

hearing scheduled for May 9, three [Amish] ministers went to Millersburg a few 

days in advance to see what could be done to stay out of court; presented the plan 

given by CWB on April 10, but met rejection; thought of Matthew 5:40; both 

sides went to Millersburg on May 9 with plaintiff demanding signature that the 

ban will be lifted and payment of money. Hearing scheduled for May 31. May 21, 

1928  

137.76  Letter from Gideon E. Troyer, Sugar Creek, Ohio, to CWB, with information that 

they “deposited the money in the clerk of court office and signed an agreement 

that we will try and lift ban (or shunning) in church with a council and if lifted the 

money is to be turned to Plaintiff and her attorney,” etc. But before arriving home, 

Troyer regretted having paid; the church counsel/council was to not lift the ban. 

They tried to use CWB’s plan at the hearing, but it was rejected. This appears to 

be a case of a former Amish person having joined the Conservative Amish 

Mennonite church and being shunned by the Old Order Amish and then suing for 

damages. May 31, 1928   

137.77  Letter from M. S. Zehr (Michael S. Zehr), Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB, 

concerning interest in the Pigeon River church to open a mission church or 

outreach ministry in Flint, Michigan. At this time, both M. S. Zehr and CWB 

were members of the mission board of Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference. May 13, 1928.  

137.78  Certification of the Executive Committee’s authorization to act on matters in the 

Stark County, Ohio, congregation.. June 13, 1928  

137.79  Certification of the Executive Committee’s authorization to act in matters 

pertaining to supplying ministerial needs in Flint, Michigan, and other places of 

mission work. Signed by Elmer G. Swartzendruber as moderator and Evan J. 

Miller as secretary.  June 13, 1928 

137.80  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, asking for CWB’s 

ministry as bishop to administer baptism and officiate in a communion service. 

Seems to recognized CWB’s reluctance because of questions about conditions in 
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the congregation, but describes conditions as suitable to proceed. Also mentions 

John L. Mast. Ministers at that time in Greenwood were Eli Swartzentruber and 

Nevin Bender, but the congregation did not then have a local bishop.  July 2, 1928 

137.81  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. He reports that the 

[Noah] Miller case has not been settled and that Eli Troyer is getting along some 

better. He questions the validity of the Stark County ministers ministering in 

Holmes County, given their inability to work together. July 18, 1928 

137.82  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, returning the slip 

attached to Fred Miller’s church letter (apparently to show that he was received as 

a member in Greenwood). Mentions a communion service with about 77 

participating. Sol was there, apparently Solomon Swartzendruber as bishop, to 

officiate in the communion service. July 24, 1928 

137.83  Letter from G. E. Troyer (Gideon E. Troyer), Sugar Creek, Ohio, to CWB, in 

response to CWB’s letter of July 17. He refers to the “Miller Case” [Noah Miller]: 

“We offered them we would pay Garver if they would dismiss the case as per 

your advice on April 10th at Noah Millers.” He wonders why Noah has not been 

dismissed from the Conservative church. July 25, 1928 

137.84  Letter from Eli J. Gingerich, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB. Reports that P. V. Yoder and 

J. M. Schlabach “were here in church . .  both preached a nice deasent (sic) 

sermon, but John M. Swartzentruber had been reluctant to have them preach. He 

notes the problem of the young people in the church being restless because they 

are not taken into membership. August 5, 1928 

137.85  Letter from Phineas V. Yoder, Uniontown, Ohio, to CWB. Reports having been 

in Holmes County in the church of John M Swartzentruber, along with Joseph M. 

Schlabach, but he and Schlabach were not welcomed by JMS, but were allowed to 

preach after some discussion. Notes the frustrations of the young people under 

instruction for baptism and their threat of quitting the church if left only with the 

instruction of JMS. August 7, 1928 

137.86  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. He reports that 

Phineas V. Yoder and John Schlaubauch were at their church and ministered, but 

do not minister together at home. He asks when CWB can be their for a baptism 

service, since some of the candidates are restless. August 14, 1928  

137.87  Letter from CWB to Christian M. Nafziger and Solomon J. Swartzendruber. This 

letter served as a cover letter for five enclosed letters CWB received from Ohio. 

(Letters found in the envelope with this letter are listed above with these dates: 
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January 13, 1928; July 18, 1928; July 25, 1928; August 5, 1928; August 7, 1928; 

August 14, 1928.) He is seeking advice from fellow members of the Conference 

Executive Committee. He states his plan to travel, with his wife, to Canada, where 

mail can reach him c/o Crist Gasho in Baden, and then to go from Canada to 

Ohio. August 17, 1928 

137.88  Letter from Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB, responsing to 

CWB’s letter of August 17. He suggests the John M. Swartzentruber should be 

advised to be glad when ministers are present to minister. He advises that if the 

Noah Miller case is not settled when CWB next goes to Ohio, Noah should “be 

turned out of the church.” August 20, 1928 

137.89  Letter from Solomon J. Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB, responding 

to CWB’s letter of August 17, 1928. He supports the advice of Christian M. 

Nafziger. See the CMN letter of August 20. August 23, 1928 

137.90  Letter from Gideon E. Troyer, Sugar Creek, Ohio, to CWB, stating that the 

Miller court case is not finished and a hearing was set for August 21. Comments 

further on efforts to keep it out of court and the issues related to making payment. 

August 25, 1928 

137.91  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB regarding the 

Conference’s new method of choosing evangelist (preachers for special meetings 

in churches). It appears to have caused some confusion which GAY hopes will 

not be offensive to CWB. See the letter of September 24, 1928, from GAY to 

CWB. Notes that Solomon J. Swartzendruber is planning to visit Iowa soon. 

Elizabeth Yoder (Mrs. John Yoder) died. August 27, 1928 

137.92  Letter from J. M. Slaubaugh, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB, seeking advice 

concerning a request from Lewis Eichorn to go to New York to officiate in a 

wedding. He asks about Eichorn’s status in the Conference. September 6, 1928 

137.93  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB concerning schedule for 

meetings by CWB in Iowa. October 1, 1928 

137.94  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB concerning schedule for 

meetings by CWB in Iowa. Refers to his busy schedule of activities with the 

comment, “Most too much for me in my superannuation [apparently retirement or 

old age]”.  October 15, 1928 

137.95  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB asking CWB to come to 

Iowa “to hold meetings for us” and to assist in a communion service. September 

24, 1928 
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137.96  Letter from Michael Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB referring to a visit to 

Grayling, Michigan, by MSZ and Noah Swartzentruber to investigate the 

possibility of mission work there. The mission board of Conservative Amish 

Mennonite Conference at that time consisted of MSZ, CWB, and J. D. Yoder 

[Jonas D. Yoder.) MSZ also mentions visiting ministers to their congregation: 

Elias S. Zehr, Chriss Schultz of Ontario, and Ben Swartzendruber. October 23, 

1928    

137.97  Letter from Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB about the 

“Ohio troubles.” November 8, 1928 

137.98  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB, referring to the mission 

in Flint, Michigan, and suggesting that the other members of the Conference 

mission board (CWB and Jonas D. Yoder) visit Flint. He states that he and Noah 

Swartzentruber each bought a lot there and that lots are hard to find because of the 

many workers who buy and build. November 10, 1928 

137.99  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB about arrangements to 

meet CWB (and hopefully Jonas D. Yoder) in Flint, with arrangements to meet 

CWB in Indiana after CWB arrives there from Iowa and than travel by MSZ’s 

auto to Flint. November 19, 1928 

137.100  Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB about the 

prospect of a mission in Flint, Michigan. He refers to the purchase of a lot in Flint 

and reluctance to be in involved in a mission  there, stating, “I fear that our church 

will not support the move very readily (sic)”. CWB apparently sought counsel 

from JDY on whether or not to visit the project in Flint. November 19, 1928  

137.101  Letter from Eli J. Gingerich, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB, addressed to c/o Sam T. 

Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, asking CWB to stop by en route home, saying “I 

wish to see you I think it is necessary for you come.” November 29, 1928 

137.102  Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. States declining 

to a attend a meeting; his wife Leah is not well. He wonders if CWB and Michael 

Zehr did meet. He is “at a loss “ on what to say about “the Michigan situation.” “ . 

. . money is scarce, faith is lacking, I fear . . . would like to know how the 

ministers or churches stand for in this matter [missions?]  perhaps I have the 

wrong view point I have not decided  to help build in Flint without knowing a 

little more about matters . . . I have not had one word of encouragement here from 

the pulpit no time as to mission work outside of Mast.” Note: At this point of 
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time, the mission board of Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference consisted 

of Jonas D. Yoder, Michael Zehr, and CWB. January 1, 1929 

137.103  Letter from J. M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB about a court case 

involving Noah Miller with reference also to Gideon Troyer. January 3, 1929 

137.104 Letter from J. D. Miller, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. Reports on illness of Elmer 

Stutzman and family, their hospital bill, and aid. Notes that Joe Schlabach has 

been absent from church services. February 6, 1929 

137.105  Letter from Eli J. Gingerich, Berlin, Ohio, to CWB, writing at the request of 

Mrs. Eli Troyer on dealing with her husband’s alcoholism. February 8, 1929 

137.106  Letter from G. E. Troyer (Gideon E. Troyer) referring to the Miller court case 

settlement as having been on unfriendly terms. Mentions Annie Hostetler, 

formerly of Somerset County to be married to Pre. Sam Kempf of Iowa. February 

15, 1929 

137.107  Letter from J. M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB, responding to 

CWB’s inquiry about N. N. Miller [Noah Miller] and wife. Understands that 

Miller has not made peace with Gideon E. Troyer. Also notes that Eli P. Troyer 

“still is troubled with his old habit. February 27, 1929 

137.108  Letter (copy or draft) by CWB to Solomon J. Swartzendruber and Christian M. 

Nafziger concerning the case of Noah Miller in Holmes County, Ohio, suing 

bishops of the Old Order Amish church. He refers to Troyer (first name not given) 

as an Amish bishop and gives some detail of developments. March 5, 1929 

137.109  Letter from Solomon J. Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to Christian M. 

Nafziger about the case of Millers in Holmes County, Ohio. He forthrightly offers 

that the Millers should be expelled from the church, that C. W. Bender should 

take care of it, and that it should not be necessary for more than one bishop to be 

present. March 15, 1929 

137.110  Letter from M. S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB, suggesting that a local 

committee be appointed to supervise the work in Flint, due to distance of the other 

Conference mission board members, and seeking approval for that plan. March 

18, 1929 

137.111 Letter from Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB outlining a 

suggested approach in the case of Noah Miller of Holmes County, Ohio, believing 

that Miller owes a debt to G. E. T. He suggests a letter to Miller explaining the 

need for forgiveness and “give him to understand if he don’t satisfy G. E. T and 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

59  

 

ask him for forgiveness, then there is no other way as to turn him out of  the 

church.  March 20, 1929  

137.112  Letter from Jonas P. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding the 

suggestion of Michael S. Zehr that the Pigeon River congregation appoint a 

committee to proceed with the work in Flint. JPY consents to that arrangement 

and also notes the possibility of CWB visiting Flint, but declining to do so himself 

due to health issues.  March 26, 1929 

137.113  Letter from CWB (designated as copy) to Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, 

regarding the mission in Flint, Michigan, and noting questions regarding a local 

mission board or a Conference mission board. Also notes having received a letter 

from Jonas D. Yoder. March 30, 1929 

137.114  Letter from Lydia Hostetler, Mt. Hope, Ohio, to CWB, announcing her change 

of membership from “your church” to “the Brethren of [in] Christ church. She 

offers her evaluation of  comparative experience in the two churches. April 9, 

1929  

137.115  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB. He notes approval 

received for appointing a local committee for the work in Flint and that a 

committee of three brethren was appointed; a church building in the Pigeon area 

was purchased, dismantled, and shipped to Flint, and under construction there. He 

encourages CWB and Jonas D. Yoder to visit Flint when en route to the annual 

conference. May 17, 1929 

137.116  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB about arrangements for 

meeting in Flint, Michigan. The letter is dated as June 1, but the year is not given. 

The year 1929 is indicated by the information included in a paragraph of a 

biographical sketch written for the biography to be released at a CWB reunion in 

2013.  June 1, 1929 

See the following paragraph:  
 Another extended ministry trip occurred in the next year, 1929. Crist records his itinerary in first person 

plural, saying “We left,” apparently meaning that Ida travelled with him. Leaving home on June 1, 
the first stop was Hadley, Pennsylvania, where Crist conducted a communion service. Next was 
Flint, Michigan, the home of Noah and Rhoda Alma (Eichorn) Swartzentruber, “at the proposed 
mission station” where they were met by Jonas D. Yoder of Belleville, Pennsylvania. From Flint, 
they went to Pigeon, Michigan, “where services were held at 3 various times,” and again to Flint 
and “held services there in the evening”. The visit to Michigan was followed by attendance at the 
annual conference in Goshen, Indiana. Next was ministry at Hicksville, Ohio, in two church services 
June 16 and 17; West Liberty, Ohio, June 18; Berlin, Ohio, June 19, and home on June 20, three 
weeks after departure.     [[CWB Record, p. 32] (Note: the annual conference was held in the 
Goshen, Indiana, area June 12-14 in 1929.]   
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137.117  Letter from Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB. Having 

ministered in the churches in Stark County and Holmes County, Ohio, reports on 

the condition of those congregations. In Stark County: in “fairly good condition,” 

Joe Slaubaugh “left the church and went to the Holiness people.” In Holmes 

County, “Noah Miller turned themselves out of the church and we took them in 

again . . . we had counsel meeting and communion . . . Troyer gave himself up 

and went to his knees and confessed his sin. Now these two churches are in need 

for pastors.”  June 9, 1929 

137.118  Letter (draft or copy) from CWB to Solomon J. Swartzendruber. The letter is 

concerned with a possible assignment of Noah Brenneman, a minister in the 

church at Grantsville under the Conference mission board, to location in Indiana 

and the possibility of sending Noah to Holmes County, Ohio, to take charge of the 

congregation there. July 25, 1929  

137.119  Receipt from Thomas Yoder, sec., Bay Port, Michigan, sent to CWB for check 

of $36.38, likely for the building fund for the mission in Flint, Michigan. August 

8, 1929 

137.120  Receipt from Thomas Yoder, sec., Bay Port, Michigan (on a post card) sent to 

CWB for check of $35.38, likely for the building fund for the mission in Flint, 

Michigan. September 4, 1929 

137.121  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB, from Samuel T. 

Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, concerning the status of Levi Sommers in the church 

in view of his absenteeism. Notes that Fannie Yoder of Howard County is 

working at the Children’s Home at Grantsville and has asked permission to 

commune at Grantsville.  September 23, 1929 

137.122  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB, asking about the 

hesitancy on the part of CWB and Bro. Mast (John L. Mast?) to proceed with 

ordaining a minister from within the congregation, noting that the church 

members seem to see that to occur. October 6, 1929 

137.123  Letter from J. S. Tice [or J. L. Tice], Uniontown, Ohio, to CWB, seeking advice 

about requesting a church membership certificate from the church in Howard 

County where they had lived, noting that conditions in the Howard County church 

have caused a negative response about issuing a certificate. October 10, 1929   

137.124  Letter from Dora Swartzentruber (Mrs. Daniel L. Swartzentruber), Oakland, 

Maryland, to CWB about a concern expressed, by visit of Noah Brenneman, 

about her style of head gear. She explains it as a quilt cap of a style worn by 
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others in the church, including the families of Floyd Miller, Evan Miller, and 

Lewis Bender. October 13, 1929.  

137.125  Letter from pastoral team, signed by C. W. Bender, J. B. Miller, and J. E. 

Hershberger (in the absence of Noah Brenneman) to Mrs. D. L. Swartzentruber 

(Dora) regarding the issue of her style of head gear. The letter is typed with the 

literary style of J. B. Miller. October 18, 1929 

137.126  Letter from Solomon J. Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB, regarding 

the possibility of sending Noah Brenneman to Holmes County, Ohio, to take 

charge of the church there. November 16, 1929 

137.127  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB. He writes “in 

regard to the songbooks, ostensibly referring to a revised reprint in 1931 of the 

1912 hymnal,  Eine Sammlung Schönen Liedern, by a committee of the local 

churches consisting of Jonas B. Miller, Christian W. Bender (CWB), and Harvey 

S. Yoder. He states that they “would take 100 right now” and perhaps more if 

necessary for the project to proceed. He thinks that that hymnal was used in 

regular church services only in the Grantsville/Salisbury are, Stark County, Ohio, 

Howard County, Indiana, and in LaGrange County, Indiana. [Note: He apparently 

did not know about the use of that hymnal by Amish Mennonite churches in 

northern Illinois.] He mentions availability to go to Holmes County if necessary 

to relieve CWB since CWB has needed to do so many trips there.  He inquires 

about the Tice family (John Tice) in regard to the church paper (certificate).  

November 18, 1929 

137.128  Letter from Amos C. Swartzendruber, Parnell, Iowa, to CWB, responding to 

CWB’s invitation to stop by when travelling east. He had received invitations also 

from Phineas V. Yoder, John M. Swartzentruber, J. D. Miller, and John L. Mast. 

He plans to arrive in Meyersdale, Tuesday, 11:33 a.m.  November 29, 1929 

137.129  Letter from L. A. Miller to CWB, placing an order for the hymn book and 

stating a readiness to order in lots when again printed. This refers to Eine 

Sammlung von Schönen Liedern. In a note at the bottom of the sheet, he refers 

also to Lieder Sammlung G, in which G refers to the “Gingerich book.”  

November 31, 1929 

137.130  Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB about sending 

Noah Brenneman, minister in the church at Grantsville, to Holmes County, with 

interest in CWB seeking approval of the congregation at Grantsville. December 

24, 1929 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

62  

 

137.131  Letter from Amos C. Swartzendruber, Parnell, Iowa, to CWB regarding the 

church in Holmes County, Ohio, and the urgency felt by John M. Swartzentruber 

for someone to be ordained as minister to succeed him. January 7, 1930 

137.132  Letter from Solomon J. Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to John L. Mast, 

Belleville, Pennsylvania. He notes, “Now we agreed in the matter of sending Bro 

Noah [Noah Brenneman] to Holmes County providing the church will let him 

loose and the directors of the Children’s Home will let him off . . . if C W Bender  

thinks that the Executive Committee should come and do the work of sending Bro 

Noah to Holmes Co then you and Bro Nafziger better go there and do the work.” 

February 10, 1930 

137.133  Letter from Solomon J. Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB, suggesting 

to CWB that it is time for CWB to “ask Bro Noah whether he would be willing to 

go to Ohio and labor there providing the church says so and the Directors of the 

Home will  let Bro Noah loose from the Home.”February 10, 1930 

137.134  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB regarding housing, 

etc. for Noah Brenneman in Holmes County, Ohio. February 21, 1930 

137.135  Notation on “the matter of procedure” concerning the Retaining or selling The 

Farm property belonging to the church.” Consent to sell was unanimous except 

two comments: (1) would hardly like to sell on account of church graveyard and 

(2) a few mentioned securing as much as possible the right to hold the property 

under members of the church.  February 1930   

137.136  Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. He inquires about 

developments regarding availability for Noah Brenneman to move to Holmes 

County, Ohio. He plans to go to Delaware as bishop soon and assures CWB of 

liberty to minister there as a bishop also when he visits there. He mentions that he 

and Jonas D. Yoder see a need for a minister to be ordained at Belleville and 

hopes Bro. Sam [Samuel T. Yoder] will change his mind and will agree. February 

26, 1930 

137.137  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB, urging CWB to 

come to their church soon. Refers to Abner B. Troyer’s confession.  Indicates 

March 30 as regular church service time (indicating a bi-weekly regular 

schedule). March 24, 1930  

137.137b aLetter from J. S. Tice [or J. L. Tice], Mt. Eaton, Ohio, to CWB concerning his 

efforts to get a church letter from the church in Howard County, Indiana. Refers 
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to a problem purported by Eash (bishop in Howard County?) of Tice having been 

involved in a misdeed at a sale, a charge denied by Tice. April 7, 1930 

137.138  Letter from Daniel E. Tice, Norfolk, Virginia, to CWB. Seems to attempt to 

explain their pattern of church attendance in the absence of a car and refers to 

intentions regarding future church attendance.  April 16, 1930 

137.139  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB, consisting mainly 

of concern about John Tice’s relationships in the congregation in Howard County, 

Indiana, and his church certificate. He writes at length about Tice purportedly 

having denied Homer S. “a place” at John Tice’s sale, alluding to a problem at the 

sale “last year” of Homer having tried to spoil his sale by running down his 

things. (Perhaps this was something like an annual auction.) Other references in 

the case include Joe Miller [Joseph D. Miller, Hartville, Ohio], Manass Miller 

[minister at Shipshewana], Joe Stutzman, Harvey Tice (son of John Tice), Levi 

Sommers.  [Note: STE lived in LaGrange County, Indiana and apparently was 

serving as bishop of the congregation in Howard County.] Notes that Jacob Lichty 

of Shipshewana area was not well; Gingerich girl who was in the bann in Holmes 

County, Ohio, was received back into fellowship.  May 6, 1930 

137.140  Letter from Joseph M. Gnagey, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB – confesses 

unacceptable behavior in the year after leaving the Somerset County and before 

getting his church letter. Perhaps this occurred in Michigan before going to Iowa. 

See Omar and Myra Maust, Descendants of Jonas Maust, printed Arthur, Illinois, 

1968. Issues named: places of worldly amusement, drinking liquor, wearing 

button clothing, top buggy. May 13, 1930 

137.141  Materials from Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, Elkhart, Indiana, 

sent to Joel E. Hershberger for the A.M. Congregation, consisting of: 

– Receipts (4) 1925, 1926, 1927 

– Information on supporting widows in India 

– Letters (2) from V. E. Reiff, treasurer, to J. E. Hershberger 

– Missions literature enclosed with receipts 

– Post card from Allen H. Erb sent to J. E. Hershberger acknowledging 

donation July 7, 1926 

137.142  Letter from Joseph D. Miller, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB, responding to a letter 

from CWB asking about two issues: contracts for selling milk and use of strong 

drink. He replies: “They have two contracts but I don’t know anything about 

them. I have not read any of them, and as to strong drink, I do not know anything 
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except of Elmer Stutzman and that must be taken care of when you come here 

once.” May 7, 1930 

137.143  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Refers to J. E. 

Miller (Jonas E. Miller) as not having moved yet. Encloses a program brochure of 

a Bible conference held in the Greenwood church by George Brunk and 

comments: “The subjects were discussed soundly. I feel sure you could have 

breathed amen to all that was held up,” and refers to the subjects of Musical 

Instruments and Church Government. [These comments may have been in 

recognition of CWB’s reluctance to reach out to Mennonite (non-Amish) 

ministers as a resource to minister in fellowship with one such.] He refers to the 

fast approaching time for the annual conference (June 10, 11, at Belleville, 

Pennsylvania). May 17, 1930  

137.144  Letter from J. S. Tice [or J. L. Tice], Mt. Eaton, Ohio, to CWB concerning his 

problem in securing a church certificate from the church in Howard County, 

Indiana. Refers to [bishop?] Eash and notes the time Noah Brenneman and 

Christian Nafziger were in Howard County. As in previous letters, notes the 

charge of having “forbidden” someone at a sale, perhaps Tice’s sale when they 

moved from Howard County. April 21, 1930 

137.145  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB urging attention to 

the occurrence of some families of their church – some of Bunker Hill (Beachy 

Amish Mennonite), and some of Joe Miller’s church in Hartville – attending an 

event or church at Hartville. The paper is fragile and rodent-gnawed with some 

parts missing. Two names apparently attached to the Hartville occasion are Eli 

Hostetler and J. M. Schlabach (spellings uncertain). July 1, 1930  

137.146  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshwana, Indiana, to Christian M. Nafziger, 

Lowville, New York (forwarded to CWB). He writes regarding arrangements for 

Noah Brenneman, minister at Grantsville, to move to Holmes County, Ohio, 

suggesting that the logistics of such a move could best be handled by CWB and 

the Holmes County people, including John M. Swartzentruber. regarding finding 

a house. August 29, 1930 

137.147  Letter from Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB, with letter 

from Samuel T. Eash enclosed and dittoing STE’s advice. September 4, 1930 

137.148  Letter from Leah Beachy, Aurora, Illinois, sent to CWB, “in behalf of our 

girls.” Mildred has written several penitent letters with readiness to make peace 

with the church except the matter of shunning Frances. She asks about procedures 
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of confession. Three girls, Mildred, Frances, and Dorothy Loechner, were foster 

children in the Beachy home. See Marie Yoder, The Daniel Beachy Family of 

Aurora, West Virginia, pp. 12 and 15.  September 17, 1930 

137.149  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He expresses 

himself regarding the need for the ordination of a bishop in the congregation in 

Iowa. [Gideon A. Yoder, the then current bishop was aging and losing 

competency.] A bishop for a congregation was selected from the congregation’s 

ministerial team. The Iowa congregation had two ministers: EGS and Amos C. 

Swartzendruber. Traditionally, some thought a congregation should have three 

ministers from which the church and the Lord can select. EGS in this letter seems 

express a frustration regarding the current bishop not having taken initiative in the 

matter regarding an additional ministerial ordination before the ordination of a 

bishop is necessary. This bi-vocational minister, typical of that period, adds a 

postscript: “This was written in a hurry as we are busy filling silo and I must go.” 

September 9, 1930 

137.150  Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB, seeking 

arrangements for John, a widower, to come to CWB’s home for him to perform 

the wedding ceremony for John L. Mast and Thelma Peachey on October 21. 

September 22, 1930 

137.151  Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB, regarding the 

wedding date (see letter of September 22, 1930). Suggests September 28 and 

states, “If you can’t arrange to marry us on the 28th, let me know next week and 

we try and get someone else, probably John Kennel, Lancaster, but you do the 

ceremony if you can.” October 3, 1930 

137.152  Letter from Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, supporting CWB with 

proceeding with ordinations in Ohio Holmes and Stark Counties, Ohio, and 

suggesting his schedule for possible participation. Recognizes the difficulty 

express by Noah [Noah Brenneman?] in going to Ohio and suggests he be 

released “so that he don’t trouble himself”.  October 12, 1930 

137.153  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB, expressing support 

for CWB to proceed with ordinations in Holmes and Stark Counties, Ohio, but 

wonders about available qualified men.  Suggests Christian M. Nafziger as 

accompanying bishop.  Hopes that CWB and CMF can then labor in STE’s 

congregation in mediation work. October 14, 1930 
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137.154  Letter from Phineas V. Yoder, Hadley, Pennsylvania, to CWB concerning the 

schedule for CWB to visit their congregation. He notes expected new arrivals in 

their area and names John P. Miller of Hartville, Ohio, and William Overholt and 

Sil Slabach. October 19, 1930 

137.155  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB, written from 

Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB regarding a mutual schedule for visiting Flint, 

Michigan. November 27, 1928  

137.156  Letter from Roman M. Troyer, Sugarcreek, Ohio, to CWB with a request for 

CWB, or whoever will be coming to minister in the Holmes County congregation, 

to stay long enough to perform his (RMT’s) wedding ceremony.  December 1, 

1930 

 

138. [file folder] – 1926-1930 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

138. 1 Letter from Nevin Bender, written from Cocolamus, Pennsylvania, to CWB. He 

hopes that Aunt Ida (Mrs. C. W. Bender) is doing better, notes that the doctor 

suggests a trip for therapy and invites CWB and Ida to spend some time in 

Delaware. Refers to God’s blessing in the meetings held in various churches, 

refers to concern about comments by ministers in Ohio, and expands on his desire 

for growth in spirituality throughout the Conference churches. November 29, 

1926 

138.2  Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. He invites CWB to 

be in Belleville on January 9 when Harvey (likely son of JDY) is to be married. 

December 14, 1926 

138.3  Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Includes 

appreciation for the maple syrup sent to them. February 25, 1927 

138.4  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, sent to Belleville, 

Pennsylvania, c/o Jonas D. Yoder. Refers to health issues, mentions duty to visit 

the sick and not wait till death to give flowers. June 13, 1927 

138.5  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Includes mention of Jonas 

B. Miller being in Iowa for a series of meetings, but preached in only four 

meetings since arrival due to funerals and bad roads. Rains had made the roads of 

the sticky Iowa soil impassable by cars. JBM took part in the funerals of Elva 

Swartzendruber (Mrs. Lloyd Swartzendruber) and Mrs. John Stutzman. He notes 

the upcoming wedding of Benjamin Harshberger and Lizzie Brenneman. He 

mentions that Amelia Miller suffered a stroke. December 30, 1927  
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138.6  Letter from S. D. Yoder, Kokomo, Indiana, to CWB, reporting on disappointing 

developments in the church at Kokomo, with Levi resigning from preaching and 

the Sunday school superintendent, Keim, refraining from announcing Sunday 

school, and some members not wanting rules and regulations and some of the 

Conservative churches (mentions Delaware and Michigan) drifting toward the 

Mennonites. November 28, 1927 

138.7  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB with gratitude for the 

invitation for lodging when attending the annual conference at Grantsville (June 

11-13), but explaining plans to not make the trip “to good old Pennsylvania” due 

to health and many responsibilities at home and “the evening shadows of over 

threescore years and ten are gathering about me and are pleading for ease and 

comforts of home.” He offers information on the farm crops, personal health, and 

the help of a young girl, Lydia Beachy. June 5, 1928 

 

139. [file folder] – 1926-1930 – Personal Letters 

139.1Letter from Dr. James D. Heard, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, to CWB, expressing 

thanks for a box of fruit and hoping that Mrs. Bender’s health has improved. This 

may reflect a gesture on the part of CWB of presenting a gift to an attending 

physician. January 10, 1927 

139.2  Letter from Valentine Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Writes news and 

states that he will not buy the pup, apparently in response to a previous offer from 

CWB to sell a dog to him. Names mentioned: Eli Schrock, Enoch, Harry Willey, 

Savilla Yoder. January 15, 1927 

139.3  Letters (two in one envelope) (1) from David S. Yoder, Greenwood, Delaware, to 

CWB and (2) from Savilla Yoder (Mrs. David S.) to Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB). 

Reference is made to Savilla’s ill health, help from Sadie being there and Mrs. 

Selders helping out and Arley and Mrs. Alexander being there when the house 

caught fire; land deals.  February 10, 1927 

139.4  Letter from Brooks, Cambridge, Maryland, to Ida Bender. She wonders about the 

welfare of the Benders and mentions her husband’s death and her caring for her 

family. February 11, 1927   

139.5  Letter from Valentine Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. He writes about a 

money transaction, which involves Jacob Kinsinger and Jonas Ash and proceeds 

with personal news, including mention of Amelia Zook, Lena (surname not 

given), Eli Schrock. He mentions the local mission outreach of the church with 
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the ministers holding meetings at Seaford. He notes that Brother Tucker amd 

Brother Williams  “looks rather cute [with] white beards instead of mustash (sic)” 

and certain of the women requested plain clothing and coverings. The same 

envelope holds a letter from Caroline Bender (Mrs. Valentine) to Ida Bender 

(Mrs. CWB) with news that includes mention of “Savilla’s little Daniel” (Daniel 

V. Yoder), Clara (surname not given) having another little boy, and Ida being a 

grandmother again. She mentions sugar-making at Salisbury, their flock of ducks, 

and her son Earl Bender working at Claremont (or Claymont) about 90 miles 

distant from Greenwood, and wishes he would like farm work.  Postmarked 

February 19, 1927 

139.6  Letter from Dr. Harry N. Malone, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to CWB, stating that 

he would be glad to have CWB’s son come to Pittsburgh for observation. June 8, 

1927 

139.7  Letter from Dr. Harry N. Malone, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding 

information on a septic system, a health magazine, and anticipation of the arrival 

of the man he had met at the Bender home.  July 25, 1927 

139.8  Letter from Valentine Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Refers to health 

issues, his son Earl Bender being interested in the farm, church services at 

Seaford, the Schrock girls having quite a vacation, and hearing the Pennsylvania 

church almost having a race to preach when there is an opening. June 29, 1927 

139.9  Letter from Dr. Harry N. Malone to CWB stating it as alright for CWB to bring 

Harry to Pittsburgh. October 17, 1927 

139.10  Letter from Mrs. John J. Miller, Stuttgart, Arkansas, to CWB about a shipment of 

rice to CWB. She explains something of the operation of harvesting the rice, 

including the early morning trip to town to deliver loads of rice and bringing back 

to the farm “a load of Darkies” to help thresh. A bill of laden is enclosed showing 

a shipment of 300 pounds of rice. The letter designates 200 pounds as a gift from 

the Sunday school to the Children’s Home. October 26, 1927 

139.11  Letter from John J. Miller, Stuttgart, Arkansas, to CWB asking about the arrival 

of the shipment of rice. December 2, 1927 

139.12  Letter from Valentine Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Personal in 

nature. December 7, 1927 

139.13  Letter from Caroline (Mrs. Valentine) to Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB). Enclosed with 

letter of Valentine to CWB. December 7, 1927 
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139.14  Letter from John J. Miller and wife Barbara Miller, Kalona, Iowa, but mailed 

from Stuttgart, Arkansas. Mentions Bible school in Arkansas and preaching of I. 

G. Hartzler of Garden City, Missouri. December 11, 1927 

139.15  Letter from J. A. Byler [John A Byler, The Daniel Bender Family History #4346] 

and family, Lancaster, New York, to CWB. Responds to letter from CWB and 

gives news: took a trip to Crawford County, Pennsylvania, to visit brother Enoch 

[Enoch Byler];  Anna Mary Byler, daughter Enoch Byler, married Andrew Byler 

on Christmas Day; went to Geauga County, along with brother Henry Byler, to 

visit brothers Daniel A. Byler and Adam A. Byler and their families; took Henry 

home to Lawrence County; Lewis Eichorn and son Lewis in Salisbury area to 

visit Arthur Eichorn who is seriously ill [Arthur Eichorn died January 9, 1929]. 

Writes about remedies for asthma: Powers Asthma Relief, Dr. Pomeroys Asthma 

Relief, and a medicine from Canada.  January 9, 1929 

139.16  Christmas card from John Mason and wife Molly Mason, Swanton, Maryland, to 

CWB. December 25, 1930 

 

140. [file folder] – 1926-1930 – Historical Items 

140.1  Statement signed by Amos C. Swartzendruber, Elmer G. Swartzendruber, and 

Enos J. Miller, addressed To Whom it May Concern, “with reference to the work of 

having printed in book form the material gathered by the late J. D. Guengerich and 

completed and translated by Evan J. Miller. Suggests that L. A. Miller of Arthur, 

Illinois, be invited as a member of the committee to examine and arrange the 

material for publication . . that Jonas B. Miller be asked to write an introduction to 

the book. Note: Copies of the text of this work may be found in the collection of 

Catherine J. Miller in the archives of Conservative Mennonite Conference in 

Rosedale, Ohio, and among the Ivan J. Miller papers in folder 332-A of the David I. 

Miller Collection the latter destined for the Casselman Historians Archives in 

Grantsville, Maryland. December 15, 1928 

 

141. [file folder] – 1926-1930 – Farm and Business 

141.1 Letter from Fred. W. Bender, Springs, Pennsylvania, to CWB with letter enclosed 

from Estie Hollada (February 1, 1926, seeking help from FWB, CWB, and Lewis 

Yoder concerning the property on which she lives with concern that it may be 

taken from her by “Earl”, although she claims to be the heiress of that property. 

FWB refers to “Lee’s executor.” February 5, 1926 
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141.2 Check issued by S. M. Yoder, Sugar Grove Farm, Elk Lick, Pa. to CWB. Though 

signed by SMY and endorsed by CWB, this check somehow remained in 

possession of CWB. May 5,1926 

141.3 Letter from Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB, stating that some 

item (word not deciphered) arrived, that they had ready sale for it, and that a 

check for same is enclosed. March 24, 1927 

141.4 Statement of assessment for tax purposes on CWB and a statement on Ida Bender. 

April 30, 1927 

141.5 Letter from Dr. Harry N. Malone, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to CWB, referring to 

the death of Elizabeth Brenneman Selders Hershberger Yoder and noting Lillian’s 

(presumably Mrs. Malone’s) interest in acquiring some of Mrs. Yoder’s things. 

He also mentions Lillian, Dotty, and Judy as interested persons and Mollie as one 

of the bereft. December 23, 1927 

141.6 Letter from L. Selders (presumably Lyman Selders), West Lafayette, Ohio, about 

items of Elizabeth Yoder’s estate. Suggests a public sale and asks about his own 

things being shipped to him. December 29, 1927 

141.7 Letter from Lydia, Harmony, Minnesota, to CWB. Lydia apparently is Lydia 

Selders Broadwater, sister of Mollie Selders Mason and daughter of Elizabeth 

Brenneman Selders Hershberger. She writes to CWB about her mother’s estate 

and places confidence in CWB’s administration of it. December 30, 1927  

141.8 Statement and receipt from Dr. C. C. Glass, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, issued to 

the Estate of Solomon D. Yoder in the amount of $111. Payment made January 

17, 1928. Date of Statement: January 2, 1928 

141.9 Post card from Lyman [Selders], West Lafayette, Ohio, to CWB, asking for his 

items from his mother’s estate to be shipped to him. January 9, 1928  

141.10 Post card from Earl (last name not given), Plainfield, Ohio, to CWB, asking the 

favor of CWB of “packing the dishes and clothes, and shipping them to West 

Lafeyette. The little cabinet and rocker can stay and be picked up later.” This 

letter likely realtes to the letters later in the same year from Mollie (Selders) 

Mason to CWB concerning items which were the property of Mollie’s mother, 

Elizabeth Brenneman Selders Hershberger Yoder, suggesting that this letter was 

written by Earl Selders, asking for some items that had belonged to his late 

mother to be shipped to Ohio. January 9, 1928 
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141.11 Letter from Dr. Harry N. Malone, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to CWB, asking for 

the address of Earl [Selders] and of Lydia [Selders Broadwater] and mentioning 

the cradle, beds, etc. in which his wife is interested. January 14, 1928 

141.12 Letter from Mollie Mason, Swanton, Maryland, to Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB). She 

mentions (1) arrangements for payment of a debt, (2) the request of Lydia (likely 

her sister) for return of pictures, and (3) asks for family information from “the 

large Bible that Lyman [her son] got and copy of the births and deaths of 

Grandma and Grandpa Brenneman and children.” This appears to refer to a Bible 

with family records in its register. Grandpa and Grandma apparently were Daniel 

D. and Susanna Beachy Brenneman and this may refer to the Daniel D. 

Brenneman Bible. January 17, 1928 

141.13 Letter from Molly Mason (Mrs. J. W. Mason), Swanton, Maryland, to CWB about 

the estate or effects of her mother, Elizabeth Brenneman Selders Hershberger 

Yoder who had died on December 21, 1927, with her last home having been in 

the small house on the farm of CWB and was the step-mother of Ida, Mrs. CWB. 

Reference to Mr. Winterberg is to William Winterberg who had a funeral home in 

Grantsville. Earl Selders and John Hartman are listed on an enclosed paper as 

debtors. (The obituary of Elizabeth is inserted in the archive file with this letter. 

See also the index of The Casselman Chronicle under “Selders” and “Mason”.) 

February 8, 1928 

141.14  Letter from Mollie Mason, Swanton, Maryland, to Mr. and Mrs. CWB. She 

expresses satisfaction with CWB’s report on the estate. Names mentioned in 

connection with the estate are Simon Lee, Mrs. Jonas Orendorf, Omar (likely 

Omar Bender), Mrs. Wisseman regarding a bird cage. She mentions a coal box, 

saying “I always admired it and am so proud to get it.” February 14, 1928 

141.15  Letter from Don M. Kimmel, Register of Wills and Clerk of the Orphans’ Court, 

Somerset County, Pennsylvania, to P. S. Davis as appraiser, and forwarded to 

CWB, apparently as executor of the estate of Elizabeth Yoder. Elizabeth 

Brenneman Selders Hershberger Yoder, last the widow of Solomon D. Yoder, 

died on December 21, 1927. She and Solomon lived in the small house on the 

farm of CWB and she remained there after Solomon’s death of July 10, 1926. 

Date of this letter: February 16, 1928 

141.16  Statement from Adam G. Berkebile of the Orphans Court, Somerset, 

Pennsylvania, issued to CWB as charge for appraisal and filing services for the 
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estate of Elizabeth Yoder, and a receipt for payment of same in the amount of 

$3.50. February 16, 1928 

141.17  Letter from Lyman Selders, West Lafayette, Ohio, to CWB, stating that shipment 

of items from the estate of Elizabeth Yoder arrived after a long delay. February 

20, 1928 

141.18  Statement from W. Curtix Truxal, Attorney at Law, Somerset, Pennsylvania, 

issued to CWB regarding inheritance tax on the estate of Elizabeth Yoder.  April 

9, 1928 

141.29  Receipt of Inheritance Tax on the estate of Elizabeth Yoder, widow of Solomon 

Yoder, paid by C. W. Bender, representative of the estate. This transfer of 

inheritance tax was based on an estate value of $3386.89, taxed at 2% ($67.74). 

April 17, 1928 

141.20  Receipt, handwritten and signed by P. S. Davis, of payment of  $2 “notary fees 

and other charges to date on the Elizabeth Yoder Estate. 

141.21  Letter from Molly Mason (Mrs. J. W. Mason), Swanton, Maryland, to Ida Bender 

(Mrs. C. W. Bender) about transportation of some items, apparently items that had 

belonged to Molly’s mother before her death in the previous December. Names 

mentioned are Omar’s, Harrison Beachy, Simon Maust.. “Omar’s refers to Omar 

and Norma Bender who had lived in the small house on his father’s farm before 

moving the farm near Summit Mills. (See  Casselman Chronicle, Summer and 

Fall issue, 1981, p. 23.  May 31, 1928  

141.22  Letter from Molly Mason (Mrs. J. W. Mason), Swanton, Maryland to Ida Bender 

(Mrs. C. W. Bender) about transportation of items from her mother’s estate.  

Mentions Harrison Beachy. May 31, 1928 

141.23  Letter from Kate of Enid, Oklahoma, to Lucy. Kate apparently was a native of 

Somerset County, Pennsylvania, living in Oklahoma. She writes news with the 

use of given names without using surnames. Names include Jennie (?), Harry, 

Norman, Blanche, and John. September 13, 1928  

141.24  Letter from Mollie Selders Mason, Swanton, Maryland, to CWB. She refers to 

missing her mother and Aunt Leah and to having ordered the tomb stone for her 

mother’s grave. She refers to some collection problems related to her mother’s 

estate. November 21, 1928 

141.25  Farm Census – Fifteenth Census of the United States – General Farm Schedule as 

completed by CWB. 1930  
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142. [file folder] – 1926-1930 – Other 

 

143. [file folder] – 1931-35 Church Administration 

143.1  Letter from Joseph D. Miller and Jonas E. Helmuth, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB 

about Levi Mullett who had been falsely arrested for robbery, was vindicated and 

released from jail, and then sued for libel. February 14, 1931 

143.2  Letter from John M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB, requesting CWB to 

be with their church on April 19 to receive applicants into membership and for 

council meeting and communion. April 12, 1931 

143.3  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB. Refers to a letter 

from Abner Schlabach asking STE to minister in Holmes County, but STE unable 

to meet that schedule. Could CWB be available? April 21, 1931  

143.4  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB concerning the 

controversy between Joseph M. Gingerich and Bishop Moses M. Beachy. He 

states that Beachy wrote a letter to Daniel S. yoder of Kalona, asking that it be 

shown to Elmer G. Swartzendruber. GAY sees the issue as too “magnanimous” to 

be solved by mail and wonders if CWB should be talking with MMB about it. 

Writing on the back of the envelope, likely in the hand of CWB, are notations that 

hint that CWB did visit MMB. The notes state that JMG owed MMB $532.62, 

promised to send a check and did, but stopped payment. As local news, GAY 

mentions the death of a daughter of Manass Hostetler and the illness of Daniel S. 

Yoder. Roads are bad and “”the last two Sundays, we went to church and Sunday 

school in a spring wagon. Postmarked April 22, 1931 

143.5  Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Miller, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB, asking CWB 

when he could come to Hartville for communion services and whether to wait for 

him for council meeting. April 22, 1931 

143.6  Letter from Phineas V. Yoder, Hadley, Pennsylvania, to CWB about the schedule 

for CWB being with their congregation to conduct a communion service. April 

28, 1931 

143.7  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, sent from Salisbury, Pennsylvania, apparently to 

CWB regarding the financial issue between Joseph M. Gingerich and Moses M. 

Beachy. This appears to be a copy of the letter, since it refers to “We, the 

undersigned,” but the letter bears no signatures. The “Undersigned” interviewed 

MMB and learned the amount due MMB was paid by JMG by check, but the 
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payment was stopped on the check and the bank held MMB responsible for it. 

April 28, 1931 

143.8  Letter (copy) from CWB to Christian M. Nafziger, Lowville, New York, and 

Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana [fellow Executive Committee members], 

concerning the congregations in Hadley, Pennsylvania, Hartville, Ohio, and 

Holmes County, Ohio. He mentions Phineas V. Yoder as in agedness and ill 

health and seeks counsel from CMN and STE concerning ordinations. June 6, 

1931 

143.9  Letter from Christian M Nafziger, Lowville, New York, to CWB, responding to 

CWB’s letter of June 6, 1931, stating that the Conference appointed CWB to 

oversee the church there and that CMN would leave it to CWB to “desieth.” June 

9, 1931  

143.10  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB regarding CWB’s 

letter of June 6, 1931, giving support for CWB to proceed with an ordination in 

Mercer County, Pennsylvania.  June 15, 1931  

143.11  Letter from Phineas V. Yoder, Hadley, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding 

arrangements for CWB to visit their church “on your way to the conference [at 

Pigeon, Michigan]”. August 12, 1931 

143.12  Letter from Samuel T. Each, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB and Elmer G. 

Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa. Apparently the letter was sent to EGS with a 

request for EGS to forward it to CWB along with EGS’s answer. STE approves 

proceeding with ordinations in Stark County, Ohio; Holmes County, Ohio, and 

Mercer County, Pennsylvania, subject to the counsel of the congregation and 

further processing by CWB. September 3, 1931 

143.13  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He responds to 

CWB’s inquiry about ordinations and expresses agreement with Samuel T. Eash’s 

statements in his letter of September 3, 1931, with some additional comments. On 

a personal note, he refers poignantly to the death of CWB’s son, Lewis C. Bender: 

I have  found out by bitter experience the past summer what it is to be left without 

Father, Mother, Brothers or sister, so I believe I can quite fully sympathize with 

you folks in this your sudden bereavement. This I feel is a vacancy in Lewis’ 

home that can never be filled and in the AMC Home that will be hard to fill.”  

September 6, 1931 
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143.14  Letter from Mary Sape, Flint, Michigan, to CWB, requesting a church letter for 

transfer of membership to the church in Flint. Refers to plans for an upcoming 

communion service in Huron County or Arenac County. Sept 29, 1931 

143.15  Letter from M. M. Zehr, Harold Zehr, Peter Lichti, George Schmidt, Alden, New 

York, to CWB, requesting the executive committee [of Conservative Amish 

Mennonite Confernce] to come to their church to deal with issues confronting 

them while some have joined other churches and other talking of doing so. 

November 11, 1931 

143.16  Letter from Frank Kropf and Andrew Yoder, Harrisburg, Oregon, apparently to 

Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan. The greeting addresses “Dear Brother.” At 

the bottom of the letter is written, “A copy rec’d Dec. 4, ’31. M. S. Zehr.” The 

letter may have been sent to CWB for consultation as a member of the Conference 

Executive Committee. The two men are writing in behalf of the Amish Mennonite 

church in Harrisburg, Oregon, asking for the ministry of a bishop to serve 

communion, to do a bishop ordination, and to conduct several weeks of Bible 

school and meetings. Their bishop, Joseph. E. Hostetler had died. The two men 

who signed the letter are not listed in the Mennonite Yearbook as ministers. They 

may be laymen who where asked to represent the congregation in requesting a 

bishop ordination in order to avoid appearance of self-promotion on the part of 

the ministers. November 22, 1931,  

143.17  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB, with considerable 

concern about the milk association membership of the church members and 

conditions for proceeding with communion there (Hartville, Ohio?). November 

24, 1931 

143.18  Letter from CWB to J. D. Miller (apparently Joseph D. Miller of Hartville, Ohio), 

concerning CWB being there to serve communion, but with concern about the 

issue of membership in the milk association. December 1, 1931  

143.19  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB regarding joining 

CWB somewhere for church work as bishops and Executive Committee members. 

Also notes his wife’s health issues and questions the advisability of leaving home. 

He suggests that CWB and Elmer G. Swartzendruber might go to New York to 

work with the church there. He mentions meetings held in Indiana by Abner 

Slabach and Bro. Yutzy. Abner Schlabach was a Beachy Amish bishop in Holmes 

County, Ohio, and Emery Yutzy was a Beachy Amish minister in Madison 

County, Ohio. December 2, 1931  
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143.20  Letter from Phineas V. Yoder, Hadley, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding the 

schedule for meetings in their church. December 3, 1931 

143.21  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB about a letter from 

Oregon and possibly paying a visit there. December 5, 1931 

143.22  Letter from Joseph D. Miller, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB, responding to an inquiry 

about the status of using contracts for shipping milk. He states that things are like 

they were and “will come out alright in a little time. December 4, 1931 

143.23  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB. Suggests: “take the 

plan you gave in your letter.,” referring to Holmes County, with futher reference 

to J. M. G [John M. Gingerich] and Harry Stutzman. Also refers to “Joe and Eli.”  

February 7, 1932 

143.24  Letter from Lucy Beachy, Bird in Hand, Pennsylvania, to CWB, requesting her 

church letter and offering some personal news. March 27, 1932 

143.25  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB, inviting CWB to be 

with the congregation in Shipshewana for the ordination of a deacon on May 8. 

[Note: Daniel J. Eash, Topeka, Indiana, first appears in the Conference ministerial 

list as a deacon in the 1932 Conference Report. ] Notes that Michael Zehr is 

scheduled to be Allen County, Indiana, for an ordination and STE plans to be 

there to assist at Zehr’s request. April 11, 1932 

143.26  Letter from Clayton Bergey, Fentress, Virginia, to CWB stating that Wesley 

Michael handed his church letter to him and that it notes a problem of him having 

left the Children’s Home without consent. He asks for clarification. Apparently 

Bergey was a pastor of a church in Fentress. May 9, 1932 

143.27  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, sent c/o Samuel 

T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana. Deals with “the Stark County situation” as it 

relates to J. M. Gingerich, including note of the possibility of him leaving 

Lancaster County so soon again. May 12, 1932 

143.28  Letter from pastoral team of Casselman River Congregation to Clayton Bergey, 

Fentress, Virginia, regarding confession expected of Wesley Michaels in order to 

have a satisfactory testimonial for transfer of membership. This document reveals 

the approach to church discipline in vogue in that congregation at that time. 

Signed by C. W. Bender, Noah Brenneman, J. B. Miller, Shem Peachey, and J. E. 

Hershberger. June 1932 

143.29  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He refers to the 

matter of Joseph M. Gingerich. After discussion with Gideon A. Yoder and Amos 
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C. Swartzendruber, suggesting information be sought on the work done by a 

committee in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He refers to the “problem of shunning” 

[meitung] to be dealt with at the next annual conference. June 13, 1932 

143.30  Letter apparently by CWB to a destination not disclosed in this draft of a letter 

which apparently served as a work sheet in drafting a letter and as a copy of a 

letter to be sent to its destination. The letter was found in an envelope on which 

was written: “Carbon copies of letter to John A Kennel, Moses Swartzentruber, 

EGS and STE. The two latter are understood to refer to Elmer G. Swartzendruber 

and Samuel T. Eash. The letter inquires about the method by which a committee 

had been formed to deal with issues concerning Joe M. Gingerich. When the 

writer was in Ohio to attend to bishop responsibilities, Joe M. Gingerich and wife 

presented a church letter given to them in Iowa. June 18, 1932 

143.31  Letter from G.A.S. (likely George A. Smoker), Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to 

CWB, responding to a letter of CWB of the 21st. This may refer to the letter listed 

above with date of June 18, since the first draft may have been done on the 18th, 

but the final draft on the 21st. He offers explanations on the committee that had 

been commissioned to work on the matters of JMG to work toward settlement 

with MMB. The committee consisted of John S. Mast and his deacon and John 

Kennel and his deacon. He explains the process of preparing a paper for signature 

by both parties. June 29,1932  

143.32  Letter from Abner Schlabach, Charm, Ohio, to CWB, wondering “when to expect 

you to come to Stark County. Notes that Joe’s boy is getting married and his 

membership was cut off; the ball game fellows seem to think they can do as they 

please; stuff was found on Dan Yoder that looks as though something bad will 

turn out of that.   July 14, 1932 

143.33  Letter from John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB, as a cover letter 

for enclosed copy of the Proceedings of an undisclosed committee August 2, 1932 

143.34  Record of payment of fire insurance fees. Names on record are C. W. Bender, 

Joel E. Hershberger, Jonas M. Yoder, Lewis J. Maust. Gives brief explanation of 

method of collection of dues.  August 12, 1932   

143.35  Letter from CWB to Samuel T. Eash and Elmer G. Swartzendruber AND reply 

written on side 2 from STE. CWB notes that John L. Mast is uncertain about 

continuing as bishop of the Greenwood, Delaware, congregation. He poses the 

question of proceeding with ordination of a bishop in the Greenwood 

congregation, seeing the need for it, but questioning the readiness of the 
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congregation. STE disclaims adequate knowledge for definite comment and 

defers to CWB and JLM. STE also comments on Holmes County, Ohio, saying 

“the Eli Troyer case was disposed of in the manner your wrote to Bro. Mose 

Swartzentruber.” September 27, 1932  

143.36  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa to CWB concerning the 

ordination of a bishop in Greenwood, Delaware. He supports further investigation 

of the situation in the congregation there. He refers to Valentine W. Bender as 

Bro. Val. He refers to an ordination of a minister, dealing with the concept that 

the choice of bishop from the ministerial body of the congregation would have 

been widened had the congregation first ordained a minister before proceeding to 

ordain a bishop. September 32, 1932 

143.37  Letter from M.J.S. [Moses J. Swartzentruber?], Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. Reports 

on the position of the following: Eli P. Troyer – we took your at wise (advice) and 

expelled him; Joseph M. Gingerich – thinks he is right and you are wrong; Abner 

Schlabach – leaving for Delaware and plans to stop by to see you in his way 

home.  October 3, 1932 

143.38  Letter from W. S. Yoder (William S. Yoder), Lynnhaven, Virginia, to CWB, 

responding to a letter from CWB especially in regard to “the 2 girls” who 

reportedly are married and who have left some of their things at Eli Millers and 

and Ben Troyers and had left their bonnets at Virginia Beach. Refers also to 

Bertha Loechner. Refers to Valentine Millers having visited Deleware.  October 

9, 1932 

143.39  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB. The subjects of this 

letter include (1) The Phineas V. Yoder case, (2) the question of a particular 

congregation remaining in the Conference, (3) application for membership of two 

Old Order Amish persons who were in the ban of the Old Order Amish church, 

(4) communication from “Abner” about visiting Holmes County to baptize “the 

young folks, (5) reference to Stark County, (6) encouraging CWB to again visit 

the congregation in Holmes County. October 22, 1932 

143.40  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa to CWB concerning the 

ordination of a bishop at Greenwood, Delaware. He expresses hesitancy about it, 

but supports the decision of CWB and John L. Mast. He suggests the possibility 

of waiting for the matter to be processed at the annual conference and drops this 

comment: “I more than ever think [that] should be the place for such weighty 

matters to have their beginning in discussion at least.” He also refers to Mercer 
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County, Pennsylvania, and includes this comment: “I believe that those people 

should sometime sooner or later see the folly of tossing themselves to and from 

and should know where and with whom they wish to labour.” A paper of 

November 22, 1932 offers some explanation of that comment. October 24, 1932  

143.41  Letter (copy) apparently by CWB to STE and EGS concerning findings and 

proceedings in Delaware. This appears to be a draft of a letter to be sent to 

Samuel T. Eash and Elmer G. Swartzendruber, who, with CWB were on the 

Conference Executive Committee at that time. This appears to be a report to the 

Executive Committee of two bishops who worked with the congregation in 

Greenwood, Delaware, on the question of ordaining a bishop from within the 

ministerial body of that congregation. (A bishop ordination did occur later on July 

11, 1933.)  November 15, 1932 

143.42  Letter from John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Reports on 

having been with Phineas V. Yoder and baptized a class of converts, but 

encouraged PVY “to recall again the move they had made with youens and ask 

you to commune for them.” November 9, 1932  

143.43  Paper with this introduction: “In the matter of serving the Mercer Co. Pa 

Congregation as pertaining to the office of bishop.” The congregation apparently 

had vascillated in regard to affiliation with Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference and the ministry of bishop from that Conference. This paper notes an 

error in a message of withdrawal, but also gives a reason for withdrawing earlier: 

“The tobacco situation as they realized then some of the S. S. [Sunday school] 

teachers practiced the [use of tobacco] and they did not want to interfere with 

Conference ruling.” November 22, 1932  

143.44  Letter (copy) from CWB to Moses Swartzendruber, regarding the situation of Joe 

M. Gingerich. Indicates that Joe may be hearing from Beachy. Hopes to be able to 

proceed with communion. Notes that he wrote to Sam [T. Eash] and Elmer [G. 

Swartzendruber], apparent reference to the letter of November 15, 1932.  

November 28, 1932 

143.45  Letter from Moses J. Swartzendruber, Dundee, Ohio. He sees no change in Joe 

G’s affairs. The church is looking for communion. December 1, 1932  

143.46  Envelope addressed to S. T. Eash [Samuel T. Eash], Shipshewana, Indiana, with 

return address of Elmer G. Swartzendruber (Pergogle Dairy Farm), Kalona, Iowa. 

Postmark not deciphered. Contains a series of letters related to a bishop ordination 

in Greenwood, Delaware. Apparently, at some point, this envelope was handed by 
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STE to CWB with some of the current contents. The following letters, found in 

this envelope, are kept together here as a packet: 

1. Undated letter from Eli L. Swartzentruber and Nevin Bender, Greenwood, 

Delaware, to CWB. ES and NB were the ministers in the Greenwood 

church. Before this time, the Greenwood congregation never had a 

resident bishop. It was understood in the congregations at that time that in 

the selection of a man to be ordained as bishop the ministers of the 

congregation were the candidates for the office, subject to church vote. If 

each of the ministers received a considerable number of votes, the final 

choice was decided by use of the lot. This letter inquires about CWB and 

John L. Mast coming to Delaware to officiate in a bishop ordination if the 

church gives approval. He explains that “Grandpa” [Valentine W. Bender] 

took sick suddenly, was burdened about the welfare of the church and ask 

the Lord for the privilege of seeing a bishop ordained before he dies. He 

asked permission, which was granted, to talk with church members. The 

result of VWB’s contacts with church members is given in the letter 

followed by this letter serving as contact with the Conference Executive 

Committee on the matter. VWB was the father of Nevin Bender and 

father-in-law of Eli Swartzentruber. This letter appears to be the first in 

this series. No date 

2. Letter from Eli Swartzentruber and Nevin Bender to John L. Mast, Belleville, 

Pennsylvania, and CWB. They report that the counsel of the church was 

taken “yesterday” concerning a bishop ordination with 75% heartily in 

favor and no opposing vote. The counsel of the church on whom to ask to 

officiate resulting in designation of JLM and CWB. September 19, 1932 

3. Letter from CWB to the other members of the Conference Exectuive 

Committee, Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, and Elmer G. 

Swartzendruber, Wellman Iowa. Composed by CWB, this letter was first 

sent to John L. Maust, Belleville, Pennsylvania, for examination and 

penned-in changes. He refers to the request from Delaware  and comments 

on the findings of CWB and JLM after investigating conditions in 

Delaware. He lays out the findings in eight points with a few insertions by 

JLM included. November 15, 1932 

4. Letter from John L. Mast to CWB as a cover letter in returning the letter of 

November 15 with his own insertions. November 21, 1932 
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5. Letter from CWB addressed to “Dear Brethren.” Though not so indicated, the 

letter obviously went to the other members of the Executive Committee, 

Samuel T. Eash and Michael S. Zehr. This letter served as a cover letter 

for sending to the Executive Committee the report of findings in Delaware 

dated November 15, 1932. He notes the suggestion of John L. Mast of 

possibly proposing to the church that one of the two ministers be ordained 

bishop without first a church vote and process of the lot. This did not find 

favor with CWB. November 24, 1932 

6. Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB and Samuel T. 

Eash, giving his response to the report sent to the Executive Committee 

about ordaining a bishop in Delaware. He states his disfavor of bypassing 

the congregational vote and the lot, and tells why. He addresses other 

questions which had been raised throughout the process: (1) ordaining a 

deacon in Delaware, (2) ordaining an additional minister before ordaining 

a bishop. He is hesitant about a bishop ordination, wishing for more 

complete congregational unity. EGS also refers to matters in Stark County, 

Ohio, and Holmes County, Ohio, and the issues between Joseph M. 

Gingerich and Moses M. Beachy. November 30, 1932  

7. Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB, giving his 

response to the report sent to the Executive Committee about ordaining a 

bishop in Delaware. He wonders about the expressions of some that one of 

the ministers “is not blameless, Titus 1:6,7.” He states his disfavor of 

bypassing the congregational vote and the lot, and tells why. He sees 

credibility in a deacon ordination. He concludes: As far as I am concerned 

do as you think best when there or dealing with the matter.” December 8, 

1932  

143.47  Letter from CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, and Samuel T. 

Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana. First sentence: “Well, we did not as yet hold 

communion in Ohio.” He asks about both men [members of the Executive 

Committee of the Conference, along with CWB] meeting him in Ohio if 

necessary. He explains further about Stark County and about Holmes County and 

refers to the case of Moses M. Beachy and Joseph M. Gingerich. November 24, 

1932 

143.48  Statement of various accounts, project or institution and date undisclosed. Names 

attached to accounts; Lewis C. Bender (died August 25, 1931), Norman E. 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

82  

 

Bender, John D. Yoder, Lee Scheffel, Alvin H. Yoder, Sam Zook, Sam Beachy, 

Joel Hershberger, C. W. Bender, Evan J. Miller. circa 1932 

143.49  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber (Moses J. Swartzentruber?), Dundee, Ohio, to 

CWB. Reports that things in the church seem worse than before. Reference is 

made to Abner Schlabach having excommunicated himself because of too much 

drinking, the Joe Gingerich affairs looking worse, requiring that when CWB goes 

to work with the church, Elmer G. Swartzendruber and Samuel T. Eash should be 

there also. December 5, 1932 

143.50  Letter from Simon Coblentz, Magadore, Ohio, to CWB, suggesting that Samuel 

T. Eash and Elmer G. Swartzendruber accompany CWB in the upcoming work in 

Stark County and in Holmes County. December 7, 1932 

143.51  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB with two 

enclosures: (1) Report of Meeting near Berlin, Ohio, December 16, 1932, to deal 

with “apparent lack of peace between Joe M. Gingerich and M. M. Beachys” and 

(2) Report Concerning Ab Schlabach, December 4, 1932. Present on December 

16 were Local ministers: Mose Swartzentruber and John Swartzentruber; 

Conference Executive Committee members: C. W. Bender, Samuel T. Eash, and 

Elmer G. Swartzendruber; Local people: Joe M. Gingerich, Anna Gingerich, Eli 

Gingerich. The reports are written by EGS. This eight-page report of December 

16 gives much detail of the meeting in the attempt of the Conference leadership 

seeking to deal with Joe and Ann Gingerich in regard to misunderstandings or 

misdeeds related to Gingerich’s dealings with Moses M. Beachy of Salisbury, 

Pennsylvania – dealings that occurred when Joe lived in that area. The issues in 

this meeting also involved relationships in the church, moves of the Gingerichs, 

and membership transfers between Iowa, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and Holmes 

County. In addition to the names given above, persons mentioned in some 

reference in the report include Anna Helmuth Yoder Tice (here wife of Joe M. 

Gingerich); Bishop John A. Stoltzfus of Lancaster, Pennsylvania; members of a 

committee of Lancaster who had dealt with the same or related matters, namely, 

John S. Mast, John A Kennel, Sylvanus Stoltzfus, Isaac G. Kennel; Andy 

Slabach; Dan Helmuth; Dan Troyer, Eli Troyer, Dan Yoder.  

The second enclosure is a report that seems to deal with a minister, Ab Schlabach, 

who fell into drunkenness and other inconsistencies and who was expressing 

repentance and was cooperating with the bishops who dealt with him, his 

ministerial credentials, and the congregation. Date of letter: December 26, 1932 
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143.52  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber [Moses J. Swartzentruber], Dundee, Ohio, to 

CWB. Talked with Joe Slaubaugh and a preacher from Slaubaugh’s church, Will 

Myers, concerning holding meetings for the Gingeriches. Went to see Eli G [Eli 

Gingerich] and Dan Troyer – both as stiff as ever – concerning things in 

Pennsylvania, about which he suggests CWB present his information in Ohio.   

January 6, 1933 

143.53  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to fellow Conference 

Executive Committee members C. W. Bender and S. T. Eash (Samuel T. Eash), 

regarding the inquiry from the church in Holmes County about how to deal with 

JMG [Joseph M. Gingerich] who teaches a Sunday school class, but does not 

attend the church services.  Two letters, apparently drafted by EGS, are attached 

to this letter, both signed by EGS, STE, and CWB for use as needed by CWB 

when working with the situation in Ohio.  January 9, 1933 

143.54  Letter from CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber and Samuel T. Eash (addressees 

determined by context and other letter of same date) concerning “Delaware 

affairs” and Executive Committee response. January 17, 1933 

143.55  Letter from CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber (EGS) and to Samuel T. Eash 

(STE) (fellow members of the Conference Executive Committee) concerning a 

statement apparently drafted for the Holmes County church and recommending an 

action that included excommunication of JMG and EJG unless certain conditions 

are rectified. January 17, 1933  

143.56  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber [Moses J. Swartzentruber], Dundee, Ohio, to 

CWB. Notes that Eli S [possibly Eli Swartzentruber of Greenwood, Delaware] 

was there holding meetings. One meeting held in the school house because the 

“Gingerich bunch” wanted use of the church building. This and other evidence 

shows that regular services were held bi-weekly by both groups, using the same 

meeting house.  January 18, 1933 

143.57  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to S. T. Eash and C. W. 

Bender about the Holmes County situation. He supports the action suggested by 

CWB (letter of January 17) and suggests that STE and CWB go to Holmes 

County to work with the situation and then also to Delaware. He expresses 

concern about he himself travelling in this case and notes, “Today our two banks 

in Wellman have closed supposedly for a 21 days holiday, but don’t have any 

assurance of them ever opening again.” January 20, 1933 
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143.58  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana to CWB concerning 

participating in Holmes County, Ohio, and in Delaware.  

143.59  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He writes about 

the case of Joseph M. Gingerich in Holmes County, Ohio. He supports CWB 

taking Jonas B. Miller or Shem Peachey with him to Holmes County, but 

expresses caution lest “by some hook or crook the ultimate result that the 

Gingerich’s will still definitely justify everything they did and place all blame on 

others to the extent that later on will allow them much to boast about.” He also 

expresses support for CWB or John L Mast or Christian M Nafziger to go to 

Greenwood, Delaware to work with the church there. February 6, 1933 

143.60  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CEB and Samuel T. 

Eash. He reports on visitors having come to Iowa, apparently from Holmes 

County, Ohio, and having contacted Deacon Noah S. Miller and also Joe P. 

Swartzendruber and reportedly wanted a meeting with EGS. Minister Albert S. 

Miller advised against it. This letter elaborates on the considerations EGS gave to 

the matter. The envelope of this letter has notations on it with the names or initials 

of the following: Moses M Beachy, Joe [Joseph M. Gingerich], John A. Stotlzfus, 

John S. Mast.  February 23, 1933 

143.61  Letter (carbon copy) from CWB to P. V. Yoder and J. J. Miller stating the he 

received a letter from John A. Stoltzfus (Beachy Amish minister in Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania), with a letter enclosed from Mrs. Sam M. Miller (apparently of the 

congregation of Yoder and Miller), in which she speaks of conditions in the 

church. CWB encourages contact with the Sam Millers. Phineas V. Yoder and 

Joseph J. Miller are listed in the 1933 Report of Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference as ministers at Hadley, Mercer County, Pennsylvania.  February 27, 

1933 

143.62  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa to CWB. Tells of the 

funeral of Joe L. Swartzendruber and the illness of Mattie Yoder, wife of Gideon 

A. Yoder. Refers to questions concerning the congregation at Alden, New York. 

The main burden of this letter is that some members in his own congregation 

reportedly have in mind to forestall the communion service due to (1) 

dissatisfaction with EGS’s involvement in Ohio, (2) EGS not having received the 

congregation’s approval for his involvement in Ohio, and (3) the congregation in 

Ohio not having called for the Executive Committee to labor there. He asks CWB: 

“Do you always ask the church every time you go to Ohio or Delaware or any 
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other place where you are sent as Ex. Com. member, or do you not? April 21, 

1933 

143.63  Report by Elmer G. Swartzendruber on the case of Joseph M. Gingerich and 

settlement with Moses M. Beachy, and the congregation in Holmes County, Ohio. 

The report consists of these parts: (1) introduction with mention of the ministers” 

session at the annual conference, June 12, 1933, (2) identification of a delegation 

to Holmes County, June 17f, 1933, consisting of CWB, Samuel T. Eash, and 

Elmer G. Swartzendruber, (3) Sunday morning and Sunday afternoon and evening 

church services, (4) members” meeting and presentation of the statement from the 

ministers meeting of the Conference [see p. 97 of the 1933 Conference Report], 

(5) interviews in anteroom with individual members and later reactions of some 

individuals, (6) Monday morning meeting and denial of use of church building 

and subsequent relocation, (7) afternoon church counsel/council meeting with 

those willing to cooperate. The report gives much detail with many names of 

various position and status, including the following: Albert S. Miller, Amos C. 

Swartzendruber, Menno Miller, Joe Slabach, Roman Miller, Abe Erb, James 

Miller, Solomon M. Miller, Menno Miller, Simon Coblentz, Joseph Miller, David 

Detweiler, Dan Hochstetler, Delemia Miller, Dan Miller Delilah Overholt, Lydia 

Beachy, Lewis Swatzentruber, Joseph Yoder, Menno Brenneman, Andy 

Schlabach, Harry Stutzman, John Henry Miller, Dan Yoder, John H. Miller, Dan 

Yoder, Harvey Tice, John Tice, Jonas Hershberger, Abner Swartzentruber, Levi 

Weaver, Ammon Mullet, Ben Christner. In some cases, the names are given as 

Mr. and Mrs. or so indicated by use of the plural in the Pennsylvania Dutch style. 

Some of the above names are given again at the end of the report as those who 

participated in the counsel/council meeting and communion announced by the 

Committee “for all who were willing to labor on in an orderly and reasonable 

way.” June 12, 1933 

143.64  Bylaws of the Amish Mennonite Children’s Home Association. This is a 

hectographed copy of the edition of June 10, 1930, plus two amendments of June 

27, 1931 and June 13, 1933. 

143.65  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. This letter 

serves as a cover letter for a report on work in Holmes County, Ohio, regarding 

the case of Joseph M. Gingerich. The report is listed under June 12, 1933. EGS 

also comments on the need for a bishop ordination in Delaware with recognition 
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of questions related to it. He also comments on the question of shunning 

(avoidance/Meitung).  July 4, 1933 

143.66  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber [Moses J. Swartzentruber], Dundee, Ohio, to 

CWB. Notes that they had a Sunday evening service with 12 cars in the parking 

lot, while the Gingerich group had 7 cars. Gives an update on some individuals. 

John Miller, son of Deacon Noah Miller, is out of the church. Dan Yoder, age 23, 

never belonged to the church, wants to join, but his wife is Old Order and is 

opposed.Their daughters Alma and Sorinia Tice “started to join church today.” 

Abner Slaubaugh “hangs pretty much to the Gingerich buntch.” July 9, 1933 

143.67  Letter from Joseph M. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB, with reference to 

A. J. Schlabaugh [Abner Slaubaugh] and his standing in the church as understood 

by CWB.  July 17, 1933 

143.68  Letter from Moses J. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB regarding 

application of Daniel M. Yoder for church membership and his home situation of 

staying with his wife’s mother and the opposition to Daniel joining the Amish 

Mennonite congegregation. July 25, 1933 

143.69  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to Michael S. Zehr and 

CWB, sent first to MSZ. He reports (1) on a visit at his house in Iowa from J. P. 

Swartzentruber and Dan. J. Miller, asking what is expected for peace and EGS 

refusing to answer since the matter had already be well explained and the question 

was seen as a scheme , (2) on the case of Ab (Abner Schlabaugh) and the need for 

him to declare himself with one group or the other, and (3) a condition invitation 

from Alden, New York, for the annual conference to be held there. August 17, 

1933 

143.70  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. After stating 

that he finally got a letter forwarded to Michael S. Zehr and cites some of the 

factors that contributed to his busy-ness: remodeling at the church, illnesses in the 

church, including daughter Effie, Mrs. Gid Christner, Mrs. Mahlon Schlabaugh, 

Mrs. Joh C. Bender, Gideon A. Yoder, and EGS’s extraction of  a tooth, along 

with a class to be instructed on Saturday and baptized on Sunday. He mentions a 

visit from John M. Gingerich and tells of interactions regarding the case with Joe 

P. and Daniel J. Miller with Preacher Albert S. Miller (ordained in the previous 

year) also included.  August 17, 1933 
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143.71  Letter from Fannie Yoder, Greenwood, Delaware, responding positively to an 

inquiry about her availability to work at the Children’s’ Home at Grantsville, 

August 21, 1933 

143.72  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB, regarding the letter 

from Elmer J. Swartzendruber to MSZ and CWB, dated August 17, 1933. He is at 

a loss on how to deal with J. M. Gingerich, except to hold him to the Conference 

decision. He notes the Alden, New York, invitation to host conference, wonders 

about the stipulation of only up to 300 conference attendees, but notes that the 

sessions usually have not exceeded that.  August 22, 1933 

143.73  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa to CWB. This is a typed 

letter with the M on the typewriter not working. The letter deals with a situation 

which CWB apparently understood, but the letter does not disclose the situation. 

On the back of the envelope is written “Shelbyville.” This apparently was written 

by CWB and seems to indicate Shelbyville, Illinois, as the location discussed in 

the letter. Names of individuals in the letter include Joe Reber, L. C. Hostetler, 

Mike Zehr, S. T. Eash. Undated, but postmarked August 22, 1933 

143.74  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He shares 

further information about the case of John M. Gingerich after having talked with 

ministers who stopped by in Iowa en route home from Mennonite General 

Conference, including John H. Mosemann, Sylvanus Stoltzfus, John M. Hertzler, 

and Christian Kurtz. August 28, 1933 

143.75  Packet of five letters: 

1. From Levi C. Hostetler, Samuel J. Kropf, J. S. Hostetler, Ora Hostetler, Adam 

Shrock, Shelbyville, Illinois, apparently to Samuel T. Eash, asking for 

help from the Executive Committee of Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference to do according to referenced Bible passages. The request 

seems to have been to give leadership in ordaining one or more men to the 

ministry. The request is prefaced by noting: “those Penna preachers did 

not come and don’t know if they will come.” According to letters that 

followed, “Penna preachers” refers to two early leaders in the Beachy 

Amish Mennonite Fellowship, John A. Stoltzfus and George Beiler of 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania. September 4, 1933 

2. From Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB. Notes the John A. 

Stoltzfus and George Beiler prefer to go to Illinois when the CAM 

Executive Committee is there, suggesting that the trip include both 
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Selbysville and Arthur. He suggests not to go since others have worked 

with the situation (with a committee good enough and large enough) and 

since CAM has not been asked to go (meaning that the BAM ministers be 

the ones to go?). Refers to two sides and expresses lack of enthusiasm for 

the Hostetler group. [Other sources indicated that a division had occurred 

in the Selbysville church, each identified by the name of a leader, viz., 

Hostetler and Raber. Refers to the event of thirty years earlier when a 

group left the Townline Amish Mennonite Church near Shipshewana, 

Indiana, moved to Selbysville, Illinois, and left the Townline church “very 

much broken.”  September 5, 1933 

3. From Samuel T. Eash to CWB. Enclosed copy of letter from Illinois. Opines 

that if they go, it should be when the Beachy Amish Mennonite ministers 

go. Would be available to go only if another member of the Executive 

Committee and a minister from his own church go. But if not wanted by 

them, leave them alone.  September 5, 1933 

4. From Samuel T. Eash to CWB. Sees a letter from Hostetler as finalizing the 

position of not going to Illinois.  September 13, 1933 

5. From Levi C. Hostetler, Samuel J. Kropf, J. S. Hostetler, Ora Hostetler, Adam 

Shrock, Shelbyville, Illinois, apparently to Samuel T. Eash. They suggest 

that the Conference men not come to Illinois. They clarify that they did 

not ask the Beachy Amish Mennonite ministers to come there. States that 

they are not asking for an investigation into the division, saying that they 

might as well try to unite the CAM and BAM and also CAM and the D. D. 

Miller church (Mennonite). Refers to the split of 2 ½ years ago (1931) as 

having actually begun earlier in inference of Hostetler having been the one 

leader and Raber the other. Notes that John a Stoltzfus of Pennsylvania 

does not believe in spirit preaching [sleeping preaching]. Refers to 

William Shrock, “our ministers’ manual,” and “confession of faith,” p. 

108). Emphasizes congregational decision-making vs. committee work. 

September 19, 1933 

143.76  Letter from Simon Coblentz, Uniontown, Ohio, to CWB. This is a five-page 

letter about Joseph Miller, a minister in the church at Hartville, Ohio, announcing 

his decision to leave the congregation.  September 12, 1933 

143.77  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. Explains that the 

Gingerichs are meeting now in the North Bunker Hill school house, and Joseph 
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Miller of Hartville preached there and announced his withdrawal from the 

Hartville church. There own church is meeting in the old house again and three 

applicants are ready for baptism when CWB arrives. September 18, 1933 

143.78  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB, concerning 

arrangements to go to the church in Holmes County, Ohio, in conjunction with the 

schedule of Michael S. Zehr. Notes that Joe Miller [Joseph D. Miller] has begun 

preaching for the Gingerich group and that Ab Slabach (Abner Schlabach) is 

associated there also. A schedule for Allen County, Indiana, is mentioned also. 

STE mentions their personal project of moving.  October 2, 1933 

143.79  Letter from John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB concerning a 

request from Lewis Eichorn for Stoltzfus go to New York to officiate in 

communion and in a ministerial ordination. JAS seeks counsel from CWB, 

especially in view of the earlier and almost current connections between Eichorn 

and the Conference.   October 11, 1933 

143.80  Letter from Iva Schrock, Bridgeville, Delaware, to CWB, requesting a certificate 

for transfer of membership (church letter). She writes about her work and lodging 

situation. Also writes news, naming Eli Swartzentruber, Bertha B., Valentine 

Bender (Felty), Dorsey Wisseman (birth of baby boy). October 16, 1933  

143.81  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa to CWB concerning a 

paper drawn up for use with the congregation in Holmes County, Ohio. Suggests 

proceeding with communion if, but only if, the congregation accepts the paper. 

October 18, 1933 

143.82  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He is reluctant 

to go to Holmes County to join CWB on this next trip there, thinking it best that 

Michael S. Zehr would go, but is willing to go if necessary. Notes that there are “a 

few members here who still in kind of a covered way rather sympathize with the 

G (Joseph M. Gingerich) element.” Refers also to ways and means of visiting 

Children’s Home children. October 19, 1933 

143.83  Report of L. L. Swartzentruber [Laban L. Swartzentruber] to the Local Board of 

the Amish Mennonite Children’s Home at Grantsville, Maryland. He submits “at 

the request of your board at a recent meeting . . . the following report as to the 

conditions of your institution according to my personal observation during my 

two weeks stay at the home.” He describes conditions and offers suggestions in 

the catagories of the staff and workers, general discipline, the dining room, the 

ironing problem, the sewage system, the boys’ wash room, water and bathing 
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system, beds and night clothing, the laundry room, financial problem, and the 

girls’ living quarters. October 19, 1933  

143.84  Letter from John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB concerning the 

case of John M. Gingerich. Apparently JMG had made a clear confession to the 

church in Lancaster, but later was ambivalent on the matter. JAS recognized the 

work done by CWB on the matter and understands why CWB sometimes dreaded 

to go to Ohio to work with matters.  November 13, 1933 

143.85  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB. He is glad that 

conditions are good in the churches under CWB’s oversight, but recognizes the 

cases of Joseph M. Gingerich and Daniel Yoder in Holmes County. Since there 

had been some involvement of JMG in Iowa, and if Elmer G. Swartzendruber 

should be involved in Holmes County, perhaps transportation could be found with 

John Yoder who is in Iowa holding meetings. November 30, 1933 

143.86  Letter from Mrs. S. D. Tice (Naomi [Yoder] Tice, wife of Simon D. Tice), 

Norfolk, Virginia, to CWB, confessing wrong attitudes in her youth toward 

authority and conviction of same in the setting of meetings conducted by Bro. 

Benner of Harrisonburg, Virginia. January 20, 1934 

143.87  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to M. S. Zehr, Pigeon, 

Michigan, about “Bro. and Sister Swartzendruber” being assigned to a ministry 

not named in the letter.  April 12, 1934  

143.88  Post card from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB about a 

schedule for going to Grantsville and the possibility of two trustees of the 

Children’s Home also doing so if indeed and board meeting were to be called for 

that time. April 30,1934 

143.89  Note on 3 ½ X 11 paper from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, found in envelope 

addressed to CWB, referring to “Edna’s case” and irregulaties concerning her 

membership. Envelope postmarked May 3, 1934 

143.90  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB, concerning Saloma 

Bontrager and Katie Smucker requesting a recommendation to take communion 

with the church at Grantsville. Both girls, from Indiana, were working at the 

Children’s Home. Saloma married Irvin E. Yoder and the couple later lived on his 

home farm which bordered the Home property just north. April 23, 1934  

143.91  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, about plans for 

the annual conference that year. Includes suggestion that Shem Peachey as 
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secretary place an urgent plea into Herold der Wahrheit for questions for the 

program to be handed in. May 3, 1934 

143.92  Letter from Mrs. Joseph D. Miller, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. She writes “a few 

lines regarding the young folks,” critical of the bishop’s delay in proceeding with 

baptism and expresses negative impressions about the state of the church. Leaders 

mentioned, in addition to addressing CWB, are Elmer G. Swartzendruber, 

Michael S. Zehr, and John L. Mast.  June 1934 

143.93  Letter from Daniel L. Swartzentruber, Oakland, Maryland, to CWB, stating that, 

after having had some sickness, he hopes to “come down” to straighten things out 

concerning Herman (Daniel’s son born in 1919.) Conveyance of the letter: Given 

to the milk man to mail it “down there.” Postmarked Salisbury, Pennsylvania. 

Note: The phrase “come down” reflects the local sense of the area south of 

Grantsville being of higher elevation as demonstrated by the north-bound flow of 

the Casselman River. June 11, 1934 

143.94  Letter from Laban L. Swartzentruber, West Liberty, Ohio (on letterhead of 

Mennonite Orphan’s Home), concerning “the invitation of the Executive 

Committee of the A. M. Conservative Conference.” Laban and wife Nanna have 

been praying and struggling about it. He states, “The real serious things which 

enter into the work, and which will vitally affect the work at Grantsville, as well 

as the Conference at large, is what gives us much concern.” Anticipates sending 

another letter in two or three weeks. A copy of this letter is sent to each member 

of “the committee.” This letter may be regarded as referring to an invitation, after 

the death of Lewis C. Bender, to serve as superintendant and matron of the 

Children’s Home at Grantsville. June 26, 1934 

143.95  Letter from Laban L. Swartzentruber, West Liberty, Ohio, to Executive 

Committee of AM Conservative Conference, declining the invitation to serve as 

superintendant of the Children’s Home at Grantsville. He cites, as the principle 

reason for declining, a matter discussed with the Executive Committee in Stark 

County, Ohio, on June 15, “the serious issue of providing full and comprehensive 

Sunday School and church services for the Home.” The letter is dated with month 

and year with the day of the month cryptic, apparently due to typographical error. 

June 1934 

143.96  “Extracts from a conversation between J M Gingerich and E G Swartzendruber at 

the latter’s home, Monday P.M., July 16 1934” --  a copy sent to CWB. This is a 

four-page (8 ½ X 14) report, consisting of a series of forty-two comments by 
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Joseph M. Gingerich and the responses to each by EGS. This is a major source of 

information for research into the case. July 16, 1934 

143.97  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. This letter 

serves as a cover letter to a report by EGS of his conversation with Joseph M. 

Gingerich. That report is listed separately under July 16, 1934. He also notes that 

he and Amos C. Swartzendruber and Albert S. Miller will travel together to 

conference [in Greenwood, Delaware] and will include Belleville and Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania, en route. August 6, 1934 

143.98  Report by Michael S. Zehr, Amos C. Swartzendruber, and Jonas D. Yoder, “in 

the matter pertaining to the J. M. Gingerich affairs in Somerset Co., Pa.” The 

report is given in four points and asks that the matter be dropped and 

recommending “that, as far as possible, all letters and papers be destroyed.” 

August 31, 1934 

143.99  “Statement of Confernce to J. M. Gingerich [Joseph M. Gingerich] and wife”. 

Though undated, this document seems closely related to the item of August 31, 

1934. It states, “the Conservative Amish Menonite Conference cheerfully accept 

the confession of Bro. J. M. Gingerich made to the Ministerial body and extend 

the right hand of fellowship, providing that full and satisfactory adjustment will 

be made in the matters which are called into question. It is our purpose to fully 

and fairly investigate regarding same, such as the Bro. Mose Beachy claim, the 

Simon Yoder affairs and the disturbances in Holmes Co. Ohio.” August 1934 

143.100  Letter from Daniel Glick and wife Lillian Glick, Smoketown, Pennsylvania, to 

Alvin H. Yoder, Grantsville, Maryland. The Glicks apparently are writing to 

AHY as president of the trustees of the Amish Mennonite Children’s Home at 

Grantsville. The letter begins by listing visitors in their church on the previous 

Sunday [September 3] as follows: Joseph Lehmans and Christian Lehmans of Erie 

County, New York; Manass Brennemans, Menno Millers, and David Millers of 

Iowa. These apparently were attendees at the annual conference in Greenwood, 

Delaware the previous week. The letter then moves to a subject not explicitly 

stated, but apparently the Glicks had been contacted for consideration of the 

assignment of superintendant and matron of the Children’s Home at Grantsville. 

They ask a series of questions about the potential assignment, including concerns 

about the effects it may have on their family. (On succession of superintendants, 

see Ivan J. Miller, History of Conservative Mennonite Conference (1985), page 

296). September 5, 1934 
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143.101  Letter from L. L. Swartzentruber [Laban L. Swartzentruber], West Liberty, 

Ohio, to the Executive Committee of the Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference. He responds to their letter of of September 7, 1934, which apparently 

was a tentative  inquiry about Swartzentruber’s availability to serve in the 

superintendency of the Children’s Home. He writes at length about his 

reservations about the status quo of the institution, seems to indicate availability 

depending on expectations, but recognizes other potential personnel for the 

assignment. September 27, 1934  

143.102  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber to CWB  October 8, 1934, responding to 

CWB’s inquiry about the status quo of the church in Holmes County and the time 

to be scheduled for his visit there. He suggests that he and Simon Coblentz could 

take care of the council meeting and wonders about the Gingerich group coming 

back into their fellowship, since Joe Gingerich and Levi Hershberger attended 

again and the latter had been in Pennsylvania and visited with CWB and Moses 

M. Beachy. October 8, 1934  

143.103  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa to CWB concerning 

ordinations in the congregations in Stark County, Ohio, and Holmes County, 

Ohio. He approves proceeding in Stark County. Regarding Holmes, he sees the 

status and approaches to the matters of Joseph M. Gingerich and Moses M. 

Beachy as factors of consideration. He mentions the position taken by Mose 

[Moses Swartzentruber?) favorably. He comments: “My stakes are set more 

firmly than they have ever been and I believe with more safety and assurance that 

our church here will bear us out in stand than possibly ever before.” He thinks it 

time separate from the trouble-makers. October 8, 1934  

143.104  Letter from W. W. Badger, Law Offices of Garber and Badger, Millersburg, 

Ohio, to CWB, RE Amish Conservative Mennonite Church vs. Annie Gingerich 

and J. W. Gingerich regarding a report that “there is about to be puslished a 

Conference report, and that said report will contain certain statements and 

allegations in regard to Mrs. Gingerich and Mr. Gingerich,” with notification “to 

take steps immediately to prevent any such publications . . .” Attached to the letter 

are two statements, one  to state that Moses M. Beachy “has no legal claim 

against the Gingerichs,” with provision for signature by Michael S. Zehr and 

Jonas Yoder [likely Jonas M. Yoder of Meyersdale, Pennsylvania], and the other 

an offer to “come and impartially and prayerfully investigate and in the light of 

God’s Word bring our decision that peace may be restored”. The offer was 
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conditioned on approval of CWB as bishop and agreement to “undeservedly give 

yourselves under our decision.” (See Combined Annual Reports of the Amish 

Mennonite Conference – Conservative, 1934, p. 114, #9; 1933, pp. 96, 97, #1.) 

October 10, 1934 

143.105  Letter from John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding 

Abner Schlabach, who apparently had been relieved of his ministerial credentials 

and has been encouraged by JAS to recognize and confess failures and to be 

satisfied to wait till called by the church for reinstatement of ministry. October 22, 

1934 

143.106  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa to CWB, apparently 

concerning the situation in Holmes County the group sympathetic with Joseph M. 

Gingerich. He sees “the follow of having not entirely freed ourselves of that 

group.” He asks for a copy of the summons as presented.  November 13, 1934 

143.107  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He shares with 

CWB in retyped format items received by Amos C. Swartzendruber: (1) a letter 

from Joseph M. Gingerich and wife Annie Gingerich in which they state 

agreement with the statement of the Conference in 1934 and ask for a full and fair 

investigation, (2) the statement of the Ministerial body of the Conference to Joe. 

M. Gingerich, 1934, (3) a statement from Holmes County, Ohio, sent to Amos C. 

Swartzendruber, asking the committee appointed by the Conference to finish their 

work, and (4) a telegram, “we wire each of the investigating committee to meet 

Nov 4. Swartzentruber, Tice, Stutzman.” The signers of the third item were M. J. 

Swartzentruber, Levi D. Miller, J. M. Gingerich, J. L. Mast, and Davi Mast. EGS 

offers his opinion that there is irregularity involved. November 5, 1934 

143.108  Report by CWB to undisclosed recipients regarding matters in Holmes County, 

Ohio, specifically in reference to Joseph M. Gingerich. When in Stark County, 

CWB was approached by a delegation from Holmes County, consisting of Moses 

Swartzentruber, Abner Swartzentruber, Harry Stutzman, Levi Hershberger and 

Joseph M. Gingerich, insisting that Joseph M. Gingerich be admitted to the 

upcoming communion service. Later on the same day, Moses Swartzentruber, 

Abner Swartzentruber, and Harry Stutzman admitted error on their parts in taking 

that position. Further dynamics led to CWB going to Holmes from Stark and 

conducting a communion service at which the sheriff of Holmes County appeared 

with Joseph M. Gingerich and issued a summons to CWB and Moses 

Swartzentruber to appear at Millersburg on November 19. The report does not 
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bear the usual characteristics of a CWB writing. It is typed on onion skin paper 

suitable making carbon copies. The style of language indicates the CWB had help 

in framing the report, likely from his wife Ida or Jonas B. Miller. Date of report:   

November 7, 1934 

143.109  Letter from John A. Stoltzfus to CWB, expressing regret about the move 

(physical relocation?) of the John M. Gingerich’s. He expresses sympathy for 

“poor Annie” and “hope some Balsam can be found to heal all those sores,” and 

“must the world be use to settle this.” Reports information received from Ab 

Slabach. November 12, 1934   

143.110  Letter from MJS [Moses J. Swartzentruber], Dundee, Ohio, to CWB about a 

petition related to the law suit of JG [John M. Gingerich] and the attorneys stated 

plan of an injunction that the church must receive Gingerich as a member, though 

all concerned know that such cannot be enforced. November 19, 1934 

143.111  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzentruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He encloses a 

copy of a letter which EGS sent to Mike Zehr, Jonas _____, and Nevin Bender in 

which he expresses his opinion of careless work by the Conference Committee in 

regard to the case of Joseph M. Gingerich and pleads that CWB not be left 

without adequate support in dealing with the situation. Nov. 20, 1934 

143.112  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber [Moses J. Swartzentruber], Dundee, Ohio, to 

CWB about the Joe MG affairs, saying that Joe and others informed them that 

“Joe had been to Pa, got Jonas Yoder, took him to Michigan to Mike Z and that 

they drawed up a paper that was satisfactory to him.” He further explains that 

there were two papers, one to say that Moses M. Beachy did not bring a just claim 

and that Mike Zehr and Jonas Yoder would “come to straighten up things” with 

certain conditions. MJS comments further on his evaluation of the gesture.      

November 26, 1934 

143.113  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber (Moses J. Swartzentruber) to CWB, stating 

that Joe Gingerich and Levi Hershberger are seeking consent for Michael S. Zehr 

and Jonas Yoder to come “to put us together,” apparently referring to reuniting 

the two separated congregations – the MJS church and Bunker Hill. He gives 

reasons for this plan to be inappropriate. December 3, 1934 

143.114  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, to CWB. He responds to a letter from CWB and 

comments on how do deal with it locally. Has received word of the case taken out 

of court, but will believe it when he sees it. November 26, 1934  
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143.115  Coupon booklet issued by the Central Clergy Bureau for Motor Coach Lines 

with a supply of Clergy Fair Certificate Coupons. The bus companies gave a 

discounted fare to the clergyman upon proper presentation of the coupon to the 

ticket agent.  A long list of bus lines that honored the coupons is given on the 

back cover of the booklet. These booklets (train and/or bus) are found among the 

CWB papers for the years 1925, 1926, 1928, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1939, and 1940. It 

appears that CWB used 8 coupons in 1935. 

143.116  Letter from Michael S. Zehr and Jonas D. Yoder, sent from Belleville, 

Pennsylvania, to CWB, asking, “if we had a definite enough understanding about 

the Ohio matters.” An inscription on the envelop indicates the matter at stake is 

the case of “Joe E. G.,” possibly meaning Joseph M. Gingerich. Others named in 

the letter as somehow a part of the search for solution are Moses Swartzentruber, 

Amos C. Swartzendruber, O. N. Johns. January 5, 1935 

143.117  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. This letter serves as a 

cover letter for sending to CWB a letter of the same date signed by four men 

concerning the Joe Gingerich situation. January 13, 1935 

143.118  Letter bearing four signatures: M. J. Swartzentruber, John J. Hershberger, Harry 

Stutzman, and A. J. Swartzentruber, to CWB. This letter welcomes the 

Investigating Committee to come to the congregation to work with the issues 

known as the Joe Gingerich case.  January 13, 1935    

143.119  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He refers to the 

investigation committee regarding the case of Joseph M. Gingerich as being in a 

precarious situation in view of an pending suit, but needing to finish the job. He 

also refers to personnel for the Children’s Home with a statement that he sees no 

one in his church to serve there [as superintendant to succeed the deceased Lewis 

Bender.]  January 21, 1935 

143.120  Letter from Amos C. Swartzendruber, Parnell, Iowa, to CWB. He states that the 

committee had been at Holmes County in regard to the Joseph M. Gingerich case, 

that ACS was not there because of illness of a family member, and that Jonas D. 

Yoder reported that they accomplished nothing. February 4, 1935 

143.121  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He comments 

on the Joseph M. Gingerich case and regarding personnel for the Children’s 

Home. February 9, 1935 

143.122  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He believes 

that Mike Zehr, Jonas D. Yoder, and Amos C. Swartzendruber, along with CWB, 
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should go to Holmes County to work with the situation. He expresses 

dissatisfaction with some of the past procedure. February 18, 1935 

143.123  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to Elmer G. Swartzendruber 

and forwarded to CWB. He comments about the situation in Holmes County and 

the difficulty in accomplishing anything. The main purpose of the letter is 

regarding place for the annual conference in that year, suggesting Somerset 

County. March 19, 1935 

143.124  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, soliciting an 

invitation to the annual conference to be held in Somerset County, 

Pennsylvania/Garrett county, Maryland. March 22, 1935 

143.125  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. He explains that Joe 

Gingerich wishes for the Investigating Committee and CWB to come to Holmes 

County to work further on the issues. MJS considers it appropriate for that to 

occur and asks CWB for his response to the idea and for word on his plans to be 

there, noting also that a girl wants to “follow the church and is ready to be 

baptized “and one “young man that was expelled from the old order church . . . 

wants to be taken in.” (Note: the expression “follow the church” is a translation of 

the commonly used expression, “die Gma noch geh” or “die Gemeinde nach 

folgen”. Baptism inherently included induction into church membership. 

Emphasis on the church body, rather than mere individual experience, is 

represented in the expression.)  MJS also notes that David Mast and Joe Mast and 

Levi [Levi Hershberger] no longer attend the Gingerich church and say that they 

are waiting for CWB’s arrival.  Other news: John Tice ill with flu about four 

weeks already. April 1, 1935    

143.126  Letter from Ella Byler, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB, explaining herself as 

not having meant to express dissatisfaction about her time at the Children’s 

Home. This apparently refers to some comment purportedly made by her and 

about which CWB had confronted her. April 4, 1935 

143.127  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, to CWB. Acknowledges a 

letter from CWB, but notes that they already had their council meeting with 

Simon Coblentz’s leadership and notes: “Maybe we were a little out of order for 

doing so. Notes that there is one to be baptized and one to be taken in. Comments 

on the Joe Gingerich case: he seems farther off again, they agree with CWB that it 

is a Conference (not local) affair, let them go to the conference and settle the 
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matter there. Also comments on Levi Sommers, apparently as having rejoined 

them.   April 28, 1935 

143.128  Letter from Joseph G. Kennel, Atglen, Pennsylvania, to CWB, explaining the 

program of The Amish Mutual Fire Insurance Association. April 12, 1935 

143.129  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, affirming that 

“the church in Holmes County should ask the committee together with CWB to 

come there and finish the work.”  April 15, 1935 

143.130  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He wonders 

what the Holmes County church will ask for next – changes come so fast and 

often it is hard to keep up with them. April 25, 1935 

143.131  Letter from Ella Byler, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB, in response to a 

“rebuke and advice” concerning the manner of leaving the Children’s Home at the 

time of her termination of service there. Expresses her concern for the care of the 

unfortunate children who do not have good home connections. May 1, 1935 

143.132  Statement from Simon S. Miller, Springs, Pennsylvania, to CWB of monies 

received and bills paid, apparently for a specific church project. Payments were 

made to Baer and Co., C. J. Yoder, J. M. Schrock, J. J. Bender.  May 10, 1934 

143.133  Letter from Simon Coblentz, Uniontown, Ohio, addressed to “Dear Bro. in the 

Lord.” Address not given. This letter is found in an envelope with return address 

of Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, addressed to CWB, postmarked 

July 5, 1935. An inscription, apparently by CWB, identifies contents in regard to 

Eli E. Troyer. A letter from EGS to CWB is found in the same envelope June 24, 

1935. Coblentz informs his reader of the incident in the Hartville, Ohio, area of 

Eli Troyer and John Miller having been involved in theft of money. An enclosed 

newspaper clipping refers to the same incident of theft, naming Mary Miller as the 

victim. June 24, 1935 

143.134  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB refers to a case 

of theft in Iowa and Elmer’s pastoral approach in the case. He also refers to 

matters in Delaware and comments on the need for action in that and other cases. 

July 4, 1935 

143.135  Letter from Eli E. Troyer, sent from the County Jail in an envelope with the 

return address of Office of the Sheriff, Cleveland, Ohio, to CWB. Refers to a 

letter sent to him via Simon Coblentz and a visit by Simon Coblentz and wife and 

Roman Miller and wife and son. He acknowledges his mistake, is asking God for 

forgiveness, and desires to again be a brother in the church.  July 14, 1935 
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143.136  Letter (with two enclosures) from Somerset County Poor District and Somerset 

County Home and Hospital, Somerset, Pennsylvania, to CWB, stating, “The 

Board has agreed to admit Violet Snyder to the Somerset County Home and 

Hospital any time she is delivered there. I return your paper concerning her.” 

Enclosures: (1) Surrender and Quit Claim Form of the Amish Mennonite 

Orphan’s Home at Grantsville for Violet Snyder, born March 14, 1919, signed 

April 6, 1919 and (2) letter of February 21, 1934,  from G. C. Haflin, regarding 

the identity of the Snyder family.  July 16, 1935 

143.137  Letter from Eli E. Troyer, County Jail, Cleveland, Ohio, to CWB. 

Acknowledges a letter from CWB and explains his term in jail as unknown, but 

expecting to find out after the trial sometime in September. August 6, 1935 

143.138  Letter from Guy N. Hartman, County Superintendent of Public Schools, 

Somerset, Pennsylvania, to CWB, regarding private schools. Enclosure: letter 

from Department of Public Instruction, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania regarding 

private schools. August 19, 1935 

143.139  Certificate of membership issued by Samuel T. Eash, John J. S. Yoder, and 

Manas R. Miller, to Salome Bontrager and Alma Kauffman as members of the 

Conservative Amish Mennonite Church – Townline and Griner. This certificate 

probably was issued for the purpose of the two women to participate in the 

communion services in the Grantsville, Maryland, area while serving at the 

Amish Mennonite Children’s Home. October 7, 1935 

143.140  Letter from Edwin Albrecht, pastor at Flint, Michigan, to Joel E. Hershberger, 

expressing gratitude for a donation from the church for the work in Flint.  

October 28, 1935 

143.141  Letter from Edwin Albrecht, pastor at Flint, Michigan, to Joel E. Hershberger, 

expressing gratitude for a donation from the church for the work in Flint. 

December 6, 1935 

143.142  Materials from Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, Elkhart, Indiana, 

sent to Joel E. Hershberger for the A.M. Congregation, consisting of: 

  –Receipts (4) 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, for work in Russia and Paraguay 

– Information on supporting widows in India 

– Letter from V. E. Reiff, treasurer, to J. E. Hershberger 

– Missions literature enclosed with receipts. 

 

144. [file folder] – 1931-1935 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 
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144.1  Letter from Elia Nafziger, corfu, New York, to CWB with doctrinal questions 

about use of wine at communion and the bann in some cases. March 11, 1931 

 

144.2  Letter from CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa. The letter is 

contained in the original envelope bearing the post mark of July 11, Salisbury, 

Pennsylvania, and somehow must have been given back to someone of the CWB 

family at a later time. The main purpose of the letter seems to be to acknowledge 

Elmer’s ordination to the office of bishop (he was ordained as bishop in June 

1931.) CWB includes a quotation of Psalm 68:19, in which, as found on 

bibledate.com,  the 1869 edition of the Luther translation reads: “Gott legt uns 

eine Last auf; aber er hilft uns auch.” CWB’s quote: “Der herr lächt uns eine last 

auf aber er hilf uns auch“. Literal translation: “God lays us a burden upon us; but 

he helps us also.” CWB’s view of ordination and the office is reflected in his 

comments. Refers also to the local farmer’s efforts in making hay and his trip to 

Mercer County in Pennsylvania and Stark and Holmes Counties in Ohio where he 

had bishop oversight. July 10, 1931 

144.3  Post card from Sarah (last name not given), written from York, Pennsylvania, 

where Sarah apparently was in a place of convalescence or rehabilitation, to Ida 

Bender (Mrs. CWB). She states, “Today I am 52 years old.” Sarah’s identity can 

be sought by discovering a cousin of Ida (Hershberger) Bender named Sarah and 

born on August 16, 1879. Letter dated August 26, 1931 

144.4  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB, writing on a personal 

note with sympathy regarding the death of CWB’s son Lewis Bender. He 

expresses regret about CWB’s absence from the annual conference that year and 

informs him that the election resulted in Elmer G. Swartzendruber succeed\ing 

Christian Nafziger on the Executive Committee and of the Conference decision to   

leave the  ordaining of ministers in Ohio and Mercer County, Pennsylvania, up to 

CWB in consultation with the Executive Committee as needed since he had 

bishop charge there and was “better acquainted with them than any of us.”   

August 31, 1931 

 

145. [file folder] – 1931-1935 – Personal Letters 

145.1  Letter from Ada N. Yoder, Kalona Iowa, to cousin Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB) 

expressing sympathy regarding the death of Ida’s son Lewis C. Bender and to the 

widow Anna. Six pages of news includes the following names: Peter D. Shetler, 
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Preacher Jonas Yoder of Defiance, Ohio, Will Hershberger, Enos Swartzentruber, 

Mose Mast, Will Miller, Katie Gingerich (Mrs. Dan Gingerich), Mrs. John 

Bender, Mrs. Jake Yoder, John Glick, Katie Hershberger, John Yutzy, Sam 

Beiler, Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Amos C. Swartzendruber.  August 27, 1931 

145.2  Letter from Ada S. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to Aunt Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB) 

expressing sympathy regarding the death of Ida’s son Lewis C. Bender. She refers 

to their own experience of “giving up our dear and only one over two years ago.” 

August 31, 1931 

145.3  Letter from Gideon A. Yoder, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB and wife Ida and the bereft 

widow. This is a letter of condolence in regard to the death of Lewis C. Bender, 

son of CWB. In personal news, GAY states that his wife Mattie is in poor health 

and the he himself is troubled with nervousness with difficulty in writing. August 

27, 1931 

145.4  Letter from Laban L. Swartzentruber and wife Nanna Swartzentruber, West 

Liberty, Ohio, to CWB and Family, expressing condolence in regard to the death 

of Lewis C. Bender and regret about not attending the funeral due to the illness of 

one of their children. Speaks of nearness between LLS and Lewis with both in the 

same ministry of superintending a children’s home. Suggests giving this message 

to Lewis’s wife Annie.  September 2, 1931 

145.5  Letter from Daniel Lapp, Smoketown, Pennsylvania, to CWB and wife Ida 

Bender, writing with sympathy in regard to the death of the son [Lewis C. 

Bender] and expressing sympathy also for “your sons wife and her dear little 

children and also for the home and the many orphan children.” Note: Lewis C. 

Bender was superintendant of the Amish Mennonite Children’s Home at 

Grantsville at the time of his death. September 6, 1931  

145.6  Letter from Mollie Mason, Swanton, Maryland, to Ida Bender (Mrs. C. W. 

Bender) with condolence and comments on the death of Ida’s son, Lewis C. 

Bender. They failed to visit the Benders recently at least partly because “last year 

we sold our old coupe [a model of car] and still thought we were going to get 

another one, and the first thing we know it was fall.” Refers to various members 

of the Bender family, including Lena (Mrs. G. Ernest Yoder) and Myra (Mrs. 

Omar Maust) and their families. Notes the scarcity of money and money owed to 

them and their wanting to get things straightened up with CWB and their debt 

owed to Mr. Maust for the telephone. Asks about the lowest price Myra would 
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take for the shoes, since the lady who is interested can hardly afford to pay $3, but 

might pay $2.  September 24, 1931 

145.7  Christmas card in format of post card from Cora (Hersberger) Bender (Mrs. 

Christian J. Bender) to her sister Ida (Mrs. CWB). Postmarked December 19, 

1932 

145.8  Diary (single sheet of events, written both sides); the writer identified as Ida 

(Hershberger) Bender (Mrs. CWB). Refers to special meetings with Nevin 

Bender, Christmas services at Maple Glen and Oak Dale, birth of Robert Dale 

(who was born to Omar and Norma Bender, December 25, 1933), a storm with 

zero temperatures and Irvins and Ivans arriving [at their homes?] about midnight 

(Ervin J. and Mabel Yoder; Ivan J. and Della Miller, near Summit Mills then], 

Papa [CWB] butchering a beef, household work such as sewing, ironing, making 

noodles, baking. States, “Ivans were here, butchered one of their hogs.” Notes 

death and funeral of Aunt Savilla [Savilla (Beachy) Miller, Mrs. Joel J., died 

December 20, 1933].  December 1933 

145.9  Letter from Daniel F. Gingerch, Hazelton, Iowa, to CWB about materials for and 

construction of a fence around a cemetery. The identity of the cemetery would 

have been understood by writer and receiver, but is not revealed in this letter. 

Also mentions marriage of Katie, daughter of Joe Kauffman, to a son of Fred 

Gingerich. November 30, 1934  

 

146. [file folder] – 1931-1935 – Historical Items 

146.1Letter from Daniel B. Swartzendruber (DBS), Kalona, Iowa, to CWB concerning the 

history of the Daniel Bender family. He is preparing a talk to be given at a family 

reunion. He asks a series of questions and also mentions that “mother” is doing well, 

but needs help in walking. July 8, 1933 

146.2Letter from Daniel B. Swartzendruber, (DBS) Kalona, Iowa, to CWB concerning the 

history of the Daniel Bender family. He is preparing a talk to be given at a family 

reunion. He refers to a paper on which CWB had inserted, “Dated in Langendorf.” 

(Note: This appears to be the paper referred to by CWB in his compilation, 

Descendants of Daniel Bender, printed at Berlin, Pennsylvania, 1948, p. 5. Having 

that paper in my possession, I am attaching a photo-copy of it along with my 

explanations written in 1996. – David I. Miller) DBS states that Samuel D. Gingerich 

(SDG) is up and around some.” March 1, 1934 
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146.3Letter from Daniel B. Swartzendruber, (DBS) Kalona, Iowa, to CWB concerning the 

history of the Daniel Bender family. He refers to Lydia Brenneman and J. B. Miller as 

sources. He states and asks, “In the letter of July 25, 1933 you gave the record of the 

Bender family and on the margin you had written ‘Dated Langendorf April 16 1936’. 

Now my question is this. Do you know where the original copy is of this record that 

was dated at Langendorf?’ Date of letter of DBS to CWB: January 27, 1935 
Further editorial comment: Reference to the same paper is made by CWB in the 1948 edition of 

Descendants of Daniel Bender, p. 5. For some years, I had wondered about the location of the paper 

and then discovered a paper of that description inserted in a book which I had bought at the estate of 

my grandfather, CWB. I have attached to this letter from DBS to CWB my comments concerning this 

paper with a photocopy of the original. I am holding the original, as of date of this writing in personal 

possession in a file folder in my study labeled, “Bender Paper 1836”. – David I. Miller, December 4, 

2011.  
 

147. [file folder] – 1931-1935 – Farm and Business 

147.1  Letter and Statement of Account from P. J. Cover & Son hardware store with 

clarification of their account with CWB which CWB apparently had questioned. 

The statement is receipted as paid along with a credit apparently added by the 

store. July 18, 1931 

147.2  Letter from P. L. Livengood, Salisbury, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding apples 

received from CWB as being of inferior grade rather then top grade. He notes that 

it must have been a mistake rather than deliberate and wants CWB to stop by to 

inspect the apples. December 8, 1932 

147.3  A statement, apparently an early draft, related to the estate of Valentine W. Bender 

regarding mining coal, referring specifically to the Aaron Beachy vein. The Aaron 

Beachy farm and coal mining operation was located at the foot of Negro 

Mountain on the east side, bordering on the National Pike (Route 40.) Valentine 

Bender had lived on a farm, before moving to Delaware, in a similar relationship 

to Negro Mountain further north in Pennsylvania. Did Valentine retain mineral 

rights when he sold the farm when or after moving to Delaware and did the vein 

of coal named after Aaron Beachy extend to Valentine’s farm? The paper is 

undated, but is placed here since Valentine died on the May 8, 1934. 

147.4  Letter from A. W. McCalmont, Detroit, Michigan, to CWB and, on back side of 

letter, a draft of reply by CWB. AWM claimed damages from CWB for cost of 

repairing his car after a two-car accident that involved his car and CWBs. AWM 

claims that CWB was on the wrong side of the road. CWB claims otherwise and 
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does not take responsibility for damage to AWM’s car. Cost of repair was $16.23 

for the AWM car and $11 for the CWB car. CWB states that one of his 

passengers was badly frightened had a sick spell. Doctor said possibly part of it 

came from the shock.” May 29, 1934, and June 4, 1934 

147.5  Letter from Blue Ridge Bus Lines to CWB in response to CWB’s letter about 

“conditions on the bus in regard to smoking” and in regard to fares. Fare from 

Grantsville, Maryland, to Canton, Ohio: $4.40 and from Canton to Uniontown, 

Ohio: 35 cents. December 28, 1935 

 

148. [file folder] – 1931-1935 – Other 

 

149. [file folder] – 1936-1940 Church Administration  

149.1  Coupon booklets issued by the Eastern Clergy Bureau with a supply of Clergy Fair 

Certificate Coupons. The railroad companies gave a discounted fare to the 

clergyman upon proper presentation of the coupon to the ticket agent. A long list 

of rail lines that honored the coupons is given on the back cover of the booklet. 

These booklets (train or bus) are found among the CWB papers for the years 

1925, 1926, 1928, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1939, and 1940. It appears that CWB used 

16 coupons in 1936, 9 in 1937, 16 in 1939, and 4 in 1940. 

149.2  Record of Proceedings and Resolutions adopted at a members’ business meeting 

held at the Oak Dale Meeting House. Agenda: Fire insurance, interest rate on 

Omar Maust property, placement of benches in Oak Dale meeting house, the 

school problem. April 13, 1936 

149.3  Letter from Albert Swartzentruber, then in Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, asking 

permission to take communion in Iowa, since he did not know how long he would 

be staying in Iowa when he went there and may be back home in the fall. April 

15, 1936 

149.4  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa to CWB concerning the 

status of Levi Bontrager in the church at Greenwood, Delaware. Also comments 

about Nevin Bender’s inquiry about going to Canada, apparently to officiate in an 

ordination. April 22, 1936 

149.5  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to Elmer G. Swartzendruber, 

Wellman, Iowa. The identity of the addressee of this letter and the location of the 

subject is not indicated in the letter, but is evident by a letter of July 2, 1936 from 

EGS to CWB. MSZ, EGS, and CWB comprise the Executive Committee of the 
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Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference at this point of time. MSZ received 

an inquiry from a group of people in Oklahoma, who had separated themselves 

from the church under the bishop oversight of Ira Nissley, seeking help from the 

Conference, apparently to establish themselves as a congregation. MSZ offers two 

options for response: (1) Send EGS to Oklahoma to investigate, or (2) consider at 

the annual conference how to respond while also inviting representatives from 

Oklahoma to attend the annual conference. MSZ favors the first option as more 

productive. He notes that in the past some churches have been lost to the 

Conference because of lack or lag in responding to such requests for help. June 

22, 1936  

149.6  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, copied to 

Michael S. Zehr. Enclosed: the letter from Michael S. Zehr to EGS of June 22, 

1936. He refers to the options laid out by MSZ for response to a request for help 

from a group in Oklahoma and asks that CWB and MSZ take the matter in hand 

and decide what approach to take, since the one plan would involve EGS to take 

initiative. See the Conference Report of 1936, p. 134. July 2, 1936 

149.7  Letter from C. W. Bender and J. B. Miller to Monroe D. Yoder, Accident, 

Maryland, advising him against taking the action related to bankruptcy. August 

17, 1936 

149.8  Letter from Delilah Overholt, Princess Anne, Virginia, to CWB. After personal 

news, she requests the privilege of partaking in communion in the Grantsville 

church. She may have been a worker in the Children’s Home, but temporarily in 

Virginia. She may have been from Hartville, Ohio, since she refers to Simon 

Coblentz, apparently as a minister. Names in her news lines are Joel Wagler and 

Joe Wagler, brothers of her mother. Mentions her brother, Joseph Overholt.  

August 21, 1936 

149.9  Letter from Joseph G. Kennel, secretary of The Amish Mutual Fire Insurance 

Association, to CWB. Welcomes insurance accounts from the Conservative 

Amish Mennonite church with Alvin H. Yoder as representative of the district. 

Explains procedures of applications for insurance. Notes accounts already existing 

with the Beachy Amish Mennonite congregation of Moses M. Beachy with John 

S. Wengard as representative. October 1, 1936  

149.10  Letter from Elmer G. Swarzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, responding to a 

letter from CWB regarding indebtedness of people unable to pay, apparently 

wondering what the alternatives are to declaring bankruptcy. October 1936 
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149.11  Letter from Edwin Albrecht, Flint, Michigan, to Joel E. Hershberger, expressing 

gratitude for the donation received for the work in Flint. Refers to unrest in the 

city with strikes occurring and “it makes one believe we are in the last days.” 

December 17, 1936 

149.12  Letter from Albert Swartzentruber, then in Apple Creek, Ohio, inquiring about 

taking communion in Mose Swartzentruber’s church (Pleasant View, Berlin, 

Ohio). States desire to do so in his home church, but has difficulty getting off 

work for the trip. See entry of April 15, 1936. CWB note on envelope: “Ansd 

April 19”). March 22, 1937 

149.13  Letter from Edwin Albrecht, Flint, Michigan, to Joel E. Hershberger, expressing 

gratitude for the donation received for the work in Flint. Michael S. Zehr 

conducted their communion service. October 22, 1937 

149.14  Letter from S. Y. Schlabach, Millersburg, Ohio. The subject of this letter is D. G. 

Stutzman [or D. J. Stutzman], for whom CWB apparently had asked for 

evaluation for some purpose. SYS is reserved in recommendation, reasons given 

in the letter. October 27, 1937 

149.15  Letter from D. J. Stutzman, Millersburg, Ohio, to CWB.   States: “we have come 

to the conclusion that we would come and take charge of the work on Monday or 

Tuesday of next week Nov. 22 or 23. We may bring one of the girls along as an 

extra worker, and if you think she is needed she will stay, if not then just return 

home again . . . we aim to try and find a place for one or two of the boys to work 

for some farmers . . .” [Note: At this writing, I have not determined the situation 

that Stutzman would take charge of.] November 13, 1937 

149.16  Letter from Enos Wagler and wife Catherine Wagler, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. 

Having heard that the Children’s Home at Grantsville will be closing, they are 

concerned about the future of their foster child, Jean Martin, and are seeking ways 

to adopt her. A copy of Jean Martin’s medical record is attached. December 14, 

1937 

149.17  Letter from Edwin Albrecht, Flint, Michigan, to Joel E. Hershberger, expressing 

gratitude for the donation received for the work in Flint. Refers to visitors from 

Iowa (Albert S. Miller and Walter Beachy) with food items for Christmas baskets. 

December 20, 1937 

149.18  Letter from B. E. Stauffer, Reading, Pennsylvania, to CWB. He responds to 

CWB’s question with this answer: “We were in the Home over fourteen years , 

never had any trouble with state or county laws. Could carry our work out as 
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directed by the Mission Board.” Stauffer notes that CWB’s letter arrived after 

they had moved from Maugansville, Maryland, to Reading, Pennsylvania. The 

letter is undated. The Mennonite Yearbooks list B. E. Stauffer as superintendant of 

the Old Peoples Home in Maugansville until 1938. When the Children’s Home at 

Grantsville closed in 1938, a major factor in the decision was interference of State 

and/or County agencies. Likely, CWB was inquiring about that sort of situation at 

Maugansville. The letter may be dated as circa 1938 

149.19  “List of matters of correspondence pertaining to the troubles in the Delaware 

church, as in my possession to date of May 16, 1938.”  The earliest date of 

correspondence in this list is March 27, 1936. The latest date is April 30, 1938. 

Twenty-seven items are listed. The correspondents include Nevin Bender, CWB, 

Noah Swartzendruber, Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Michael Zehr, Mart [Martin 

Yoder?], David S. Yoder, Levi Bontrager, He adds a note about stopping off in 

the Salisbury area en route to the annual conference, which was held in Belleville, 

Pennsylvania, that year. Postmarked May 18, 1938 

149.20  Letter (form) from Peace Problems Committee of the Mennonite Church (H. S. 

Bender, chairman; Orie O. Miller, secretary) addressed to “Dear Brother.” Refers 

to “great unrest in the world today” and encloses copies of “Peace, War, and 

Military Service,” adopted by Mennonite General Conference in August 1937.  

July 1, 1938 

149.21  Letter from John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB, concerning 

application from Levi Bontrager, of Greenwood, Delaware for membership in the 

Weavertown Beachy Amish Mennonite congregation where JAS served as 

bishop. The pastoral team at Weavertown exercises sensitivity to the issues 

involved in Delaware. CWB’s response is found in a letter of July 12, 1938, 

circulated to the Executive Committee of the Conference. July 1, 1938  

149.22  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. This letter was found 

in an envelope sent by CWB to John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with a 

postmark of July 26, 1938. Apparently the letter had been sent by CWB to JAS 

and then given back to CWB. The letter refers to Bro. Levi [considered to be Levi 

Bontrager] being unwilling to accept the work of the Conference in regard to the 

issues in Delaware. The issues relate also to Noah [considered to be Noah 

Swartzentruber] in regard to his ministry as deacon and his church membership. 

Emanuel [considered to be Emanuel Peachey of Belleville, Pennsylvania, 
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ordained bishop in the previous year] is named as working with the situations. 

July 8, 1938 

149.23  Letter from CWB to “Dear Brethren.” The text and context indicate that this 

letter was addressed to the Executive Committee of the Conference which then 

consisted of CWB, Michael S. Zehr, and Elmer G. Swartzendruber. He outlines 

his response to the John A Stoltzfus letter of July 1, 1938, and the essence of his 

letter to Emanuel B. Peachey who had been assigned to work with the Delaware 

congregation. CWB sent this letter with enclosures to Michael S. Zehr, requesting 

MSZ send them to EGS, and that EGS send them back to CWB. He refers also to 

p. 128, Item 2, in the Conference Report of 1935. July 12, 1938  

149.24  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB with 

endorsement for “what Mike [Michael M. Zehr] has written and also what 

information you already gave to John A. [John A. Stoltzfus].” He refers to issues 

in Delaware in regard to Levi Bontrager and to the action of the Conference as 

recorded on p. 128 of the Conference Report of 1938. This letter was found in an 

envelope sent by CWB to John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with a 

postmark of July 26, 1938. Apparently the letter had been sent by CWB to JAS 

and then given back to CWB. July 18, 1938 

149.25  Letter from CWB to John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. This letter was 

found in an envelope sent by CWB to John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 

with a postmark of July 26, 1938. CWB writes, “I wrote to Bro. Nevin since he is 

the bishop in Del., Emanuel since he was sent down to carry out the plans of the 

ministerial body and then sent their letters to bros. Mike [Zehr] and Elmer [G. 

Swartzendruber.]” The issues relate to Levi Bontrager. CWB refers to his brother 

Samuel W. Bender being with him on a visit. He requests: “Please take care of 

these letters so they can be had if necessary.” Apparently the letters were cared 

for and were return to CWB. July 26,1938 

149.26  Letter, apparently from John A. Stoltzfus, to CWB, referring to the church in 

Greenwood, Delaware. Mentions the time spent there by the committee from 

Pennsylvania, including “all four of us” from their church. Names of Delaware 

people mentioned include Eli Swartzentruber, Eli Bontrager, Noah 

Swartzentruber. Mentions having been in Belleville and contacts with Emanuel 

(Peachey?), John L. Mast, Sally Peachey. Speaks of not trying further in 

Delaware, but perhaps later if “no one makes an effort toward making peace and 

the flock scatters.” August 25, 1938   
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149.27  Letter (carbon copy) from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to Emanuel 

B. Peachey, Belleville, Pennsylvania. He decries the lack of unity in Delaware 

and expresses a willingness to have done what needs to be done to restore unity. 

September 27, 1938 

149.28  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to “Dear Bro.” This letter is 

found in an envelope sent by Elmer G. Swartzendruber to CWB, meaning that the 

letter was meant for the Executive Committee of the Conference which then 

consisted of MSZ, EGS, and CWB. The letter is concerned with the application of 

Levi Bontrager of Greenwood, Delaware, for membership in the Weavertown 

Congregation in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. MSZ questions such a move because of 

not liking or loving the home bishop. He wonders “what effect it would have on 

that 12 year old boy to take him away several hundred miles to have him baptized 

into the church of Jesus Christ.” (Amos, son of Levi Bontrager, was born in 

1926.)  September 20, 1938 

149.29  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, sent from Croghan, New York, to CWB. Mentions 

his plans to be with the Casselman River congregation for Bible conference and 

offers ideas for subjects, including one of the local ministers assisting, perhaps 

Shem Peachey and thus he getting started in that kind of ministry. Also refers to 

the church at Greenwood, Delaware, and encloses a paper of decrees, likely 

formulated by the Executive Committee, namely that Nevin Bender be released 

for the time from bishop responsibilities, that Levi Bontrager and Noah 

Swartzentruber be considered silenced, that those who disagree with the above be 

removed from the counsel of the church and the communion service. November 8, 

1938 

149.30  Letter from Simon Coblentz, Uniontown, Ohio, to CWB. He writes for advice on 

dealing with Andy Schlabach [Andrew Schlabach] who made application for 

membership in the Mennonite church in Canton, but seems unsettled about the 

decision. Mentions that son Alvin [Alvin Coblentz, polio victim] is starting to 

walk with crutches and “he said I should thank you for him for the check you send 

him”. Noted that Simon Overhold died in Virginia and those from Hartville who 

attended the funeral were Franks [Frank Overholt?], Dan Millers, Mose Kurtes, 

Ben Sommers, and Joe Overholt and John Overholt and Joseph Overholt. 

December 26, 1938 

149.31  Letter from Emanuel B. Peachey, Bellville, Pennsylvania, to CWB (according to 

the address on the envelope). Refers to conducting communion service in a 
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church somewhere, likely Greenwood, Delaware, since he writes about going 

“down” there. He states, “If the condition is still so serious that it would take two 

bishops to hold communion.” December 31, 1938 

149.32  Program of annual conference 1939. Speakers listed are Michael S. Zehr, Samuel  

T. Eash, Christian M. Nafziger, Shem Peachey, Emanuel Peachey, Edwin 

Albrecht, Noah Zehr, Elmer G. Swartzendruber.  1939 

149.33  Booklet by Daniel Kauffman, “My Vision of the Future.” Presented from an 

amillennial perspective. 1939 

149.34  Pamphlet, “By-Laws of the Somerset Rural Electric Cooperative Inc.” Relates to 

the time when getting electricity into the home and farm  required becoming a 

member of the cooperative. The church dealt with the question: Does such 

membership violate the unequal yoke policy?  1939 

149.35  Letters (one from John S. Mast, Elverson, Pennsylvania; handwritten copy of one 

with notations from Michael S. Zehr, all on two sheets of identical paper). Main 

subject is John L. Mast inquiring about asking Noah Swartzentruber to go from 

Delaware to Mattawana, Pennsylvania, to minister in their mission Sunday school 

there. Zehr is asking counsel from others on how to respond to John S. Mast. 

January 9, 1939 

149.36  Letter from John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding a 

request from Levi Bontrager of Greenwood, Delaware, to take communion with 

the [Beachy Amish Mennonite] congregation where JAS is bishop. JAS hesitates 

due to circumstances in Delaware, a matter on which he comments further. He 

mentions Emanuel Peachey and John Kennel and David Yoder (considered to be 

David S. Yoder.) March 27, 1939 

149.37  Letter from John A. Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB. He deals with 

the question of Levi Bontrager asking to take communion with their congregation 

when not at peace with his own congregation and for that reason. April 27, 1939 

149.38  Letter from John A. Stoltzfuls, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to CWB, regarding 

CWB’s schedule for going to Delaware and opportunity to exchange further 

regarding the issue there. May 2, 1939 

149.39  Letter from Edwin Albrecht, Flint, Michigan, to Joel E. Hershberger, expressing 

gratitude for the donation received for the work in Flint. [These letters from Flint 

remind me of a statement made by Floyd J. Miller of Grantsville, that Edwin 

Albrecht, when preaching at Grantsville applied to the church at Grantsville the 

words Paul to the Philippian church: “. . . no church communicated with me as 
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concerning giving and receiving, but ye only” (Phil. 4:15). Floyd’s comment may 

have been in the setting of a bi-weekly Sunday school teachers’ meeting in the 

1950s. David I. Miller, July 13, 2008].  May 8, 1939 

149.40  Letter from George W. Beiler, Ronks, Pennsylvania, to CWB. He announces his 

plans to visit Somerset County and offers to visit CWB to share things concerning 

Levi Bontrager before further action is taken in the Delaware church. May 22, 

1939 

149.41  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to Elmer G. Swartzendruber, 

Wellman, Iowa. EGS as the addressee is not shown on the letter, but is indicated 

contextually. CWB had sent a letter to MSZ, who forwarded the CWB letter to 

MGS with a letter of his own. They were dealing with the question of proceeding 

with a bishop ordination in Stark County, Ohio. These three members of the 

Conference Executive Committee are agreed that the time is ripe for that 

ordination. This must have been a relief to all concerned that now, for the first 

time, that congregation can have a resident bishop. May 26, 1939  

149.42  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. This letter 

serves as a cover letter for sending to CWB the letter from Michael S. Zehr of 

May 26 and for EGS to add his own comments of support for a bishop ordination 

in Stark County, Ohio. EGS also deals with arrangements for assisting CWB in 

the ordination. May 31, 1939 

149.43  Letter from Levi Bontrager, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, pleading for a 

explanations about their own status and for a church letter for transfer to the 

church in Lancaster. Expresses disillusionment with the church in Delaware, 

including their own broken relationship with others and the “drift” expressed by 

the innovation of the use of the radio and “worldliness in dress.” June 5, 1939 

149.44  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Her refers to the 

church in Delaware with mention of Levi (Levi Bontrager), suggesting that their 

church letter might as well be granted since “it never does any church any good to 

have or hold members who are looking to other pastures.” He wonders what the 

Mennonites have done with Noah’s deacon credentials (Noah Swartzentruber 

having transferred to Tresslers Mennonite Church in Delaware.) He writes further 

about plans for the upcoming conference and hopes the Conference Reports will 

be printed by then. May 23, 1939. 

149.45  Letter from CWB to Levi Bontrager regarding Bontrager’s dissatisfaction with 

the church in Deleware. He mentions to Bontrager his error in taking “a role of 
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contention, gainsaying, and dictating” and exhorts him to turn from such with 

confession to the church. This apparently is a copy of a letter sent to Bontrager. It 

was found in an envelope postmarked at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, addressed to 

CWB and enclosed with other letters, including a letter of July 30, 1939, 

apparently from John A. Stoltzfus. June 13, 1939  

149.46  Letter from Levi Bontrager, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, stating his 

difficulting in understanding CWB’s letter [of June 13] and expressing a 

willingness to confess to the church whatever may be required if only CWB 

would identify such, and pleading again for a church letter. This letter was found 

in an envelope postmarked at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, addressed to CWB and 

enclosed with other letters, including a letter of July 30, 1939, apparently from 

John A. Stoltzfus. June 19, 1939 

149.47  Letter from CWB to “Dear Brethren,” apparently sent to ministers involved in 

dealing with the issues in Delaware. He notes issues related to Levi Bontrager’s 

dissatisfaction with the church in Delaware: the beard question, effeminacy; 

ordinations, dress. CWB agrees that practices exist in the Conference and in 

congregations against his own wishes, but does not want those items to be 

addressed in the context of the current critical issues of relationships. This letter 

was found in an envelope postmarked at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, addressed to 

CWB and enclosed with other letters, including a letter of July 30, 1939, 

apparently from John A. Stoltzfus. June 21, 1939 

149.48  Letter from Eli Swartzentruber, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, stating the Levi 

Bontrager made a confession to the Greenwood church and gives description of 

the procedures and explains that the church agreed to leave it in the hands of 

CWB regarding the requested church letter based on the confession. He states that 

the written confession is enclosed. (But it is not found with this letter.) This letter 

was found in an envelope postmarked at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, addressed to 

CWB and enclosed with other letters, including a letter of July 30, 1939, 

apparently from John A. Stoltzfus. July 2, 1939 

149.49  Letter (postmarked Lancaster, Pennsylvania) apparently from John A. Stoltzfus, 

though unsigned. Recognizes Levi Bontrager’s expressed needs, but wishes they 

would be satisfied to be settled where they are in Greenwood rather than seek to 

transfer membership to Lancaster. July 30, 1939 

149.50  Letter from Helen Richie and Gertrude Richie, Roanoke, Virginia, requesting 

letters for transfer of membership (church letters). September 27, 1939 
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149.51  Letters (2) from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, and Samuel T. Eash, 

Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB, concerning a situation in the Greenwood, 

Delaware, church, especially in regard to the status of Nevin Bender as bishop 

and possible restoration to that function. Individuals of Delaware named in the 

letters: Nevin Bender, Eli Swartzentruber,  Levi Bontrager, Jerry [last name not 

identified]. Also concern expressed about the “drift” in the Greenwood 

congregation (use of radio as one specific). Mentions the work of three men from 

Lancaster, John A Stoltzfus, John A. Kennell, George Beiler. Death and funeral of 

Amos Swartzendruber of Iowa is mentioned. November 26, 1939 and December 

13, 1939  

149.52  Notes apparently taken in interviewing congregational members concerning the 

question of “reinstating” someone. Based on the names if the interviewees, the 

setting definitely was the Greenwood (Delaware) Mennonite church. The 

interviewers are not identified on the paper. Persons interviewed are listed as 

follows: Naomi Yoder, Daniel Yoder, Sadie Sturpe, Bontrager at the Oil Station, 

David Yoder, John Yoder, Ammon Troyer, Clayton Wisseman, Martha Embleton, 

Esther Miller, Anna Bontrager, Frank Sturp, Bert Yoder, Verna Zehr’s, Val 

Miller, Harry Miller, Alva Schlabach, Alvin Mast’s, Sister Hershberger, Sister 

Mart Yoder, Sister Bert Yoder, Ada Miller, Mart Yoder, Louis Schrock, Eli 

Schrock’s, Christ Schrock and Enos, Lee Yoder, Sister [Lee] Yoder, Alvin 

Beachy’s, Grandma Bender (Carolina Bender), Albert Yoder’s, Alvin 

Hershberger, Clide Yoder’s, Lorenza Schlabach’s, Alward McKees’s, Beulah 

Schrag [Schrock], Vern Zehr’s. Various factors may be considered in regard to 

the date of this paper, including the following: Valentine Bender early settler and 

lay leader who died in 1934 is not found listed, Daniel Yoder, apparently son of 

David S. Yoder, was born in 1926 and would have become 14 years of age in 

1940.  The date of this paper is assigned as circa 1940. 

149.53  Letter from Sanford G. Shetler, Holsopple, Pennsylvania, as secretary of the 

Southwestern Pennsylvania Mennonite Conference, to Shem Peachey, 

presumably as secretary of the Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference, 

concerning renewal of the ministerial credentials of Noah Swartzentruber as 

deacon for ministry in Tresslers Mennonite Church near Greenwood, Delaware. 

January 14, 1940 

149.54  Letter from David S. Yoder, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, protesting the 

move to reinstate Nevin Bender as bishop, as announced by Eli Swartzentruber 
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(apparently in behalf of the Executive Committee). States his difficulty with the 

workings of the Conservatives, but has remained so far out of respect for his 

children. January 22, 1940 

149.55  Letter from Michael S. Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan to “Dear Bro. and All.” 

apparently sent to CWB. Encloses a copy of a letter from Martin Yoder of 

Delaware and comments on the difficulties of “that place.” Suggests that a ballot 

vote by the congregation could be used to determine whether or not to reinstall 

Nevin Bender as bishop. The copy of the letter from Martin Yoder appears to be 

written in the same hand as Michael S. Yoder’s letter. It is addressed to “Dear 

Bro.”  He notes word received of reinstating Nevin Bender as bishop in Delaware 

and pleads for this not to be done. Refers to Aaron Mast [Belleville, 

Pennsylvania] as an example of gifts best used in teaching and evangelism. 

January 15, 1940, and January 23, 1940 

149.56  Letter from CWB to “Dear Brethren,” (apparently to the Executive Committee). 

Encloses a few letters received in response to Eli Swartzentruber’s announcement 

concerning reinstatement of a bishop in Delaware. Enclosures include letters from 

the Lancaster Committee, Marks [Martin Yoder?], and David S. Yoder. He 

designates this letter with the enclosures to be sent to Elmer G. Swartzentruber 

and then forwarded to the others. Is concerned about the church in Delaware and 

states, “am thinking it will likely go to shreds.” February 1, 1940  

149.57  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, to “Brother Mike [Zehr] and 

all who may read this.” Apparently responding to the mailing received from CWB 

(see February 1, 1940) concerning the church in Delaware. Refrains from specific 

counsel, not having been there. Refers to Nevin Bender, David S. Yoder, Martin 

Yoder, the Lancaster ministers, Shem Peachey’s question concerning Noah 

Swartzentruber.   February 13, 1940 

149.58  Letters (2) back to back from Elmer G. Swartzentruber and Michael S. Zehr,  

apparently sent to the Executive Committee of the Conference and ultimately to 

CWB concerning the church in Greenwood Delaware, dealing with two issues: 

reinstatement of Nevin Bender as bishop and response to Sanford Shetler, of the 

Southwestern Mennonite Conference about recommending Noah Swartzentruber 

to serve as deacon in the Mennonite Church (apparently Tresslers Mennonite 

Church at Greenwood.)  Reference is made to the letters of Martin Yoder and 

David S. Yoder. The counsel seems to be that CWB should be going to Delaware 
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along with an other minister (suggestions given) and to act according to 

discernment on site. February 12, 1940, and February 15, 1940 

149.59  Letter from George W Beiler, Ronks, Pennsylvania, to CWB, concerning the 

work of a committee in investigating problems in the Greenwood, Delaware, 

church and offering their suggestions. The letter is accompanied by a 

hectographed letter which formerly gives the committee’s function. The 

committee consisted of John A Stoltzfus, John A. Kennell, George Beiler, some 

or all from the Beachy Amish Mennonite Fellowship. February 22, 1940  

149.60  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber to CWB about a matter in a congregation 

somewhere, suggesting that CWB and Michael Zehr correspond on the matter. 

Notes a meeting scheduled in the spring in Indiana by Elmer G. Swartzendruber, 

Samuel T. Eash, and Michael Zehr to plan the program to be held in Iowa August 

13, 14, 15. March 13, 1940 

149.61  Letter from Michael Zehr, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB concerning arrangements 

to go somewhere, apparently Greenwood, Delaware. Refers to the work of the 

Lancaster Committee. Mentions some upcoming events at Pigeon: baptismal 

service, a wedding, council meeting, communion, ordination. February 27, 1940 

149.62  Form for use as a “Membership Survey of Local Congregation” in the 

Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference as of July 1, 1940. 

149.63  From Edwin Albrecht, Flint, Michigan to Joel E. Hershberger, likely in response 

to a donation to the work in Flint, but no dollar amount is given. Notes that the 

treasury is depleted and they needed to borrow to continue operating. October 4, 

1940.  

149.64  Letter from Richard Maust, Bay Port, Michigan, to the Maple Glen and Cherry 

Glade congregations with a note to CWB to please read the letter to the 

congregation. It as an appeal for funds for the operation of the responsibilities of 

the Amish Mennonite Children’s Home that remain after its closing in 1938. 

October 12, 1940 

149.65  Letter from “A Sister,” postmarked Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB 

suggesting a prayer meeting on election day as an effective influence on the 

election of president. October 29, 1940 

149.66  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to Conference ministers 

or pastors concerning issues involved in providing for conscientious objectors to 

military service being sent to CPS camps, including the provision of $50 per man 

sent.  November 8, 1940. 
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149.67  Letter (form) from Paul Comly French, executive secretary of the National 

Counsel for Religious Conscientious Objectors. Explains the kinds of projects 

approved by the government as alternates to military service as worked out with 

the director of Selective Service. November 14, 1940 

149.68  Letter from Aaron E. Beiler, Gap, Pennsylvania, to CWB. He writes as secretary 

of the Plain People of Pennsylvania. A copy is enclosed of a petition prepared for 

presentation to the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

asking for exemption on the part of people in rural areas from sending their 

children to school more than 160 days of the year and for the right of plain people 

parents to keep children out of school after completion of elementary school. The 

plea is premised on the plain people being a farming people as a tenet of religion.  

149.69  Letter from Shem Peachey, treasurer of Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference, to “Dear Brethren” [apparently the pastors or ministers of the 

Conference] concerning the Civilian Public Service (CPS) program and an 

arrangement for its support requiring 9 cents per member. December 27, 1940 

 

150. [file folder] – 1936-1940 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

150.1 Letter from an unidentified source  to CWB, profusely expressing best wishes and 

recovery for CWB at a time of hospitalization. The writer’s return address is 

given on the envelope as P. O. Box 46, Grantsville. It is addressed to C. W. 

Bender (in the hospital), Cumberland, Md., (Case Memorial Hospital, Memorial 

Ave.) The writer signs off with “From the Most Unworthy (geringstest) Brother 

in the Church.” January 6, 1938  

 

151. [file folder] – 1936-1940 – Personal Letters 

151.1 Letter from Dr. Harry N. Malone, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to CWB, responding to 

a contact from CWB concerning the illness of his daughter Myra, Mrs. Omar 

Maust. April 15, 1936 

151.2  Letter from Mrs. Dan F. Gingerich, Hazelton, Iowa, to CWB and his wife Ida 

Bender. She addresses them as Uncle and Aunt. Lydia J. Bender (Fam. # 4888 in 

the Daniel Bender genealogy) married Dan F. Gingerich. Lydia was a daughter of 

John Bender, son of Wilhelm Bender who was the father of CWB. The letter 

refers to the deaths of three persons: Aunt Lydia, Ura Amanda, and Irvin. Irvin 

Bender was a brother to Lydia (Mrs. Dan F. Gingerich). They were daughter and 

son of John and Hulda (Glass) Bender. Lydia writes about the difficulty of 
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informing family of the death. The obituary of Irvin Bender is found in Herold der 

Wahrheit, November 1, 1936. He died on August 9, 1936 of a stroke. Date of this 

letter: August 12, 1936   

151.3  Invoice issued by C. W. Grantz, M. C. Dr., Confluence, Pennsylvania, in amount 

of $8.00 for Irvin Bender (deceased). Penned notation indicates payment made 

October 8, 1936. Date of invoice: August 12, 1936 

151.4  Invoice from H. B. Rishebarger, Funeral Director, submitted to CWB for funeral 

services for Irvin Bender, deceased. Irvin was a nephew of of CWB, son of 

CWB’s brother John. Irvin’s parents were deceased and he had no wife or 

children. Apparently CWB picked up the funeral expenses. According to later 

correspondence, CWB was reimbursed by siblings of Irvin Bender. August 14, 

1936. 

151.5  Letter from E. J. Bender, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB, addressing him as “Uncle 

Crist.” E. J. Bender is identifiable as Edward Bender, son of John Bender, and 

brother of Irvin Bender who died August 9, 1936. He explains his absence from 

his brother Irvin’s as due to building a barn and the threshing crew being in his 

area at the time. He expresses confidence in CWB’s management of the funeral. 

He states that “we children will try to get this straightened out,” apparently 

referring to the funeral expenses. The obituary of Irvin Bender is found in Herold 

der Wahrheit, November 1, 1936. This letter is dated August 23, 1936 

151.6  Letter from Anna Miller (Mrs. Valentine D. Miller), Lynnhaven, Virginia, to 

CWB and wife Ida Bender. She comments about a severe wind storm that damage 

buildings and son Elmer being in Oklahoma and Irvin’s expenses, referring to the 

funeral expenses of her brother paid by CWB. She states that Irvin had left his hat 

at their place and “I can see him seems every time I see it.” September 18, 1936 

151.7  Letter from Lydia Gingerich (Mrs. Dan F. Gingerich), Hazelton, Iowa, to CWB. In 

addition to weather, crops, and local news, she mentions enclosure of a check of 

$25 as reimbursement of funeral expenses of her brother, Irvin Bender. September 

19, 1936 

151.8  Letter from Conrad Bender, Au Gres, Michigan, to CWB concerning the funeral 

expenses of his brother Edward Bender. Without knowing the amount of the 

expense, he encloses $25 and asks to be informed if the expense has not been 

covered. October 2, 1936 

151.9  Letter from Mrs. Enos Swartzentruber and Family, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB and 

wife Ida Hershberger Bender. Upon arriving home from a trip, they found that 
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“the girls” had processed 68 quarts of plums and 30 some quarts of tomatoes and 

some sweet corn and apples and had made Lovina [born April 4, 1923] two 

school suits. People mentioned in the letter: a visit by her sister Barbara and 

husband Moses Yoder of Oregon; her brother Chriss Bender. She mentions a 

house cleaning at the home of  Menno Miller. Mary Swartzentruber, daughter of 

Jacob Swartzentruber is to come to their house for access to a certain doctor. 

Shem Peachey is scheduled to arrive to hold meetings. Daughter Katie 

Swartzentruber is mentioned. October 4, 1936 

151.10  Letter from E. J. Bender (identifiable as Edward J. Bender; Daniel Bender 

genealogy Fam. #4843), Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. He deals with payment to 

CWB for funeral expenses of his brother Irvin Bender which CWB had paid. He 

notes that three of his siblings – Hulda, Ellen, and Samuel – are unable to pay 

toward the expense and that the $100 would be coming from four of the siblings 

[Edward’s share consists of an enclosed check of $18 plus $7 from his brother-in-

law who owes Edward $7.  October 5, 1936 

151.11  Letter from Ada S. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB). She writes 

about the illness of her husband Isaiah Yoder, the presence of Shem Peachey in 

Iowa conducting a series of meetings at the Conservative church, the dedication 

of the new church building of the Conservative church (Fairview Mennonite 

Church). She enclosed the following newspaper clippings: (1) S. J. Miller of 

Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, as the oldest man in Meyersdale (no date), (2) Springs 

[PA] Babblings with article wedding of Shem Peachey and Salome Bender with 

ceremony twice, (3) “Los Angeles Teacher [Ada Hershberger] Visiting Relatives 

Here (1920), (4) “Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Bender (Christian J. Bender and wife Cora 

Hershberger Bender) Start on Transcontinental Journey (June 24, 1920), (5) a 

picture of six generations, with Sarah Miller the oldest (May 1922), and (6) death 

of William C. Bender, son of Christian Bender and wife Mary Kemp Bender. 

Date of letter: October 18, 1936  

151.12  Post card from CWB to Mrs. CWB about schedule for arriving home. Address on 

postmark not deciphered. Reference to P. V. met me” likely refers to P. V. Yoder 

who sometimes lived in Mercer County, Pennsylvania, and sometimes in 

Hartville, Ohio. Scheduled arrival in Meyersdale, 3 a.m.  But, “no one need meet 

me till after time to get up, will go to the Colonial [Hotel? in Meyersdale] to wait 

for a ride home.” November 7, 1936  
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151.13  Letter from Mrs. S. R. Reynolds, Enid, Oklahoma, to CWB. This seven-page 

letter refers to common acquaintances and places of youth. At one point she 

writes, “remember how we used to play tag on way home from school.” Names 

mentioned include Annie Miller, Jake Folk, Milton Bodes, Mrs. Fred Bender, 

Annie Folk, Will Bender. She also gives a detailed record of her own children and 

grandchildren. April 25, 1938  

151.14  Letter from Ada S. Yoder (Mrs. Isaiah Yoder), Kalona, Iowa, to Ida Bender (Mrs. 

CWB), with a Christmas card signed by “Your Niece, Ada Shetler Yoder.” The 

cover of the card has the words, “Merry Christmas Aunt,” and has affixed a small 

white plastic puppy. She writes about their business in preparing Christmas 

packages for “the route and at the office” and details about caring for the one-

hundred chickens. December 19, 1938  

151.15  Letter and Christmas card from Frieda Brooks, Cambridge, Maryland, to Ida 

Bender (Mrs. CWB). She mentions her husbands death of 14 years earlier and 

includes a picture of her 15 year old son Carlton Brooks. December 18, 1939 

151.16  Letter written from Salisbury, Pennsylvania, (writer not indicated; contents 

indicates CWB, but not the handwriting). Includes comments about the weather 

and people snowed-in and not able to get to church services: Tillie Maust, Enos 

and Vernie Maust, Noah Brenneman, Alma Orendorf, Ivan J. Miller, Floyd 

Bender, Omar and Norma Bender. Writes about ancestral relationships, including 

the names of Elizabeth Bauman, mother of Wilhelm Bender; Magdalena Bowman 

who married John Smith; Christina Bowman who married Henry Smith, buried in 

the Ringler Lutheran cemetery; Barbara Bender who married Christian 

Swartzentruber; Peter Petersheim.  March 18, 1940 

151.17  Post card from CWB, written from Greenwood, Delaware, to Mrs. CWB. “At 

Eli’s now” [Eli and Amelia Swartzentruber]. Plans to stay over Sunday and wants 

Ida to call Jonas B. Miller to be sure that he received the card about church 

services. March 29, 1940 

151.18  Letter from Samuel Bender (S. J. Bender; Samuel John Bender), Midway, British 

Columbia, to CWB concerning documentation of his date of birth. Apparently 

there was a question about his year of birth – 1886 or 1887. His birth is listed in 

the Daniel Bender genealogy (Fam. # 5077) as 1886. 

151.19  Letter from Cora (Hershberger) Bender, Fresno, Califorinia, to her sister Ida 

(Hershberger) Bender. She writes about sickness and health, revival in the 

German Lutheran church near their home, the kidnapping of a neighbor girl, the 
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terrible bombing at Pear Harbor and the war, and one-thousand years of peace 

promised. December 18, 1941 

152. [file folder] – 1936-1940 – Historical Items 

152.1 Obituary of Harvey S. Yoder. Likely the paper used for reading the obituary at the 

funeral. He died October 24, 1936 

152.2 Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, seeking information on 

Bender genealogy in preparation for presenting same at a Bender reunion in Iowa. 

Refers to the Bible of Michael Bender and information written into it.  August 7, 

1938 

152.3 Letter from Joseph J. Yoder, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB concerning the 

Amish response to compulsory school attendance in Pennsylvania. Also includes 

text from a letter by Aaron E. Beiler. An enclosure: A petition prepared for 

presentation to the General Assembly of Pennsylvania.  December 16, 1940. 

 

153. [file folder] – 1936-1940 – Farm and Business 

153.1 Bill for phone call to Oakland, Maryland, 25 cents. August 12, 1936 

153.2 Letter from Budd B. Boose, Attorney at Law, Somerset, Pennsylvania, to CWB 

with explanation of bankruptcy laws and procedures. August 25, 1936 

153.3 Letter from Trexler’s Service Station and Inn, Armagh, Pennsylvania, regarding an 

order for farm products for his business. He comments on the problem of prices 

and places an order for hams, sugar cakes, crumb sugar, maple syrup. March 14, 

1938 

153.4 Flyer presenting General Ordinance No. 107 of Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, stating 

requirement of a license for selling goods as a transient merchant in Meyersdale. 

September 19, 1939  

 

154. [file folder] – 1936-1940 – Other 

154.1 Notebook (3 X 5. stitched and taped binding with Webster dictionary display on 

cover), apparently of CWB with notes taken at an event of preaching. By 

consulting the reports of the annual conference of Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference, it is evident that it was the occasion of the conference held near 

Wellman, Iowa, in 1932. Notations reflect the conference sermon by Jonas D. 

Yoder and questions discussed by Shem Peachey and Michael S. Zehr. August 30, 

31, 1932 
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154.2 Statement from Springs Mutual Telephone Company to CWB for telephone 

service. Calls of two-minute duration typically cost 25 cents. September 1, 1936  

154.3 Receipts (2) issued by The White-Haines Optical Co. One receipt is issued to Jerry 

Bell and the other to Omer Maust. Apparently, these accounts may have been 

submitted to the Children’s Home for reimbursement. Jerry Bell was a ward of the 

Home and the Omer Maust family may have had a ward of the Home living in 

their home. March 30, 1938 and April 20, 1938. 

154.4 Letter from Delmer, Gruner & Mason, Inc., (dealers in woolens and tailors 

trimmings) New York, New York, to N. D. Wingerd, with information and 

samples of woolen fabric. This letter likely is found among the CWB papers 

because of his wife’s (Ida’s) work as a seamstress. She was in demand for making 

men’s suits in the style of the plain suit. It seems likely that Noah C. Wengerd had 

presented this letter to Ida when consulting on which fabric to order and use. A 

trimming catalog is mentioned as enclosed with the letter. October 10, 1940  

  

155. [file folder] – 1941-1945 Church Administration 

 

No. 155-A Local Church General 1941-1945   

155-A.1 Reports of dealing with a situation involving a ward of the Children’s Home at 

Grantsville wherein he was transferred from one foster home to another without 

the knowledge and permission of the Home Board. The related issues moved the 

procedures beyond the Home Board to the intervention of the pastoral leadership 

of the church and the congregational council (or counsel) meetings. Names 

involved in the report are Daniel Puffinburger, Lawrence Beitzel, Simon Beachy, 

Gorman Beitzel, Bobby Auvil. Board members named: Allen Maust, Ivan J. 

Miller. Ministers: C. W. Bender, J. B. Miller, Noah Brenneman, Shem Peachey, 

Ivan J. Miller. Joel Hershberger.  1941  

155-A.2  Letter from Charles H. Ealy, President Pro Tem of The Senate of Pennsylvana, 

to CWB with enclosure. Refers to a bill passed by the Senate regarding school 

attendance and comments, “I trust this will take care of your people quite 

satisfactorily.” Enclosure : Senate Bill No. 302 of the General Assembly of 

Pennsylvania. April 29, 1941  

155-A.3  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Refers 

cryptically to a “matter of which you write.” Hopes CWB and others of the area 

will be at the annual conference. Refers with concern the possible agenda of an 
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application from B. B. King. Refers to Albert S. Miller and wife Mary. June 13, 

1941 

155-A.4  Record of church services – where held and who preached – on a single 3 ½ X 6 

inch lined paper. Penmanship does not seem to match the hand of CWB nor of his 

wife Ida. December 28, 1941 to February 15, 1942 

155-A.5  Letter from Wilbur B. Lichliter. Salisbury, Pennsylvania, soliciting donations 

for the Red Cross nation-wide fund drive. Notes that some Amish people have 

contributed and wants CWB to “contact or inform your people so that no one can 

say the Amish did not give and give liberally.” Lists the following as having 

already contributed: Urias Kinsinger, Jonas Petersheim, Mrs. Lydia Petersheim, 

Menno Peachey, Noah J. Yoder, Joseph J. Yoder, Elmer N. Beachy, Lydia Yoder, 

Clarence Yoder, Lewis Yoder, Bennie Fisher, M. M. Beachy, Milton Beachy, 

Daniel Beachy, Nettie M. Yoder, Menno Yoder, Amos J. Yoder, John Wengerd, 

Pete A. Yoder, Effie Yoder. Most and possibly all of these contributors were 

members of the Old Order Amish or the Beachy Amish Mennonite churches. 

March 9, 1942  

155-A.6  Letter from Miss Wilma Troyer, San Diego, California, to CWB with a 

complaint that Dan N. Masts took her money without a promissary note and she 

needed it for repair of a [dental] plate. [See letter of the Masts, June 1, 1942.] May 

23, 1942 

155-A.7  Letter from Dan and Mary Mast, Salisbury, Pennsylvania, explaining that the 

money held by them from Wilma Troyer borrowed on interest and that they had 

forwarded money to her for plate repair. Mary Mast’s maiden name was Troyer. 

Wilma Troyer not identified. [See letter of Wilma Troyer, May 23, 1942.] June 1, 

1942 

155-A.8  Letter from Henry E. Yoder, Grantsville, Maryland, to CWB, addressed in an 

envelope with return address c/o Wm. Winterberg. He refers to a “vocation” and 

the question of whether or not that vocation requires membership in a labor union. 

The answer: “You don’t need to join any union to take it up or to buy caskets.” 

Winterberg was the funeral home owner in Grantsville. Henry E. Yoder 

presumably was the son of Edward M. Yoder of Grantsville, born in 1918, grew 

up in the Beachy Amish Mennonite Church and had joined the Conservative 

Amish Mennonite church as a young man. The move of a young man into a non-

agricultural occupation seems to have been a concern, especially if a labor union 

may be involved. January 24, 1943 
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155-A.9  Post card from Shem Peachey, written from Harrisonsburg, Virginia, explaining 

where he is after forgetting to inform CWB [as bishop] of the trip. Attended 

minister’s sessions at the school and visited CPS men in Virginia. February 8, 

1944 

155-A.10  Letter from Jacob D. Esch, Pigeon, Michigan, treasurer of “Local Mission 

Board,” to Mark Peachey, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, treasurer of Oak Dale 

Sunday School, acknowledging with gratitude a donation for the Flint (Michigan) 

Mission. June 14, 1944 

155-A.11  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Refers to a letter 

enclosed regarding a request for signatures of the Executive Committee with 

regard to Shem Peachey. Also mentions his own schedule with an exchange of 

dates with Harry Stutzman. February 19, 1945 

155-A.12  Note of thanks from the G. Ernest Yoder family, Salisbury, Pennsylvania, for 

reading to the congregation. Refers to help received in labor and otherwise during 

Ernest’s illness.  June 10, 1945  

155-A.13  Letter from Philip Bender and Lela Hershberger, written from Goodville, 

Pennsylvania, to CWB, announcing to him their plans to be married on September 

2 at 1:30 p.m., at Maple Glen. Both were local young people, he a grandson of 

CWB and she a daughter of Menno and Minnie Hershberger of Grantsville. Their 

reason for being at Goodville is not explained. August 19, 1945 

 

No. 155-B Activities – Meeting Arrangments, etc. 1941-1945  

155-B.1  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, responding to 

inquiry about his availability to teach Bible school in the Casselman River 

congregation. Responds with hesitation because of inexperience and busy-ness 

with farm work, but offers ideas for courses. Suggests subjects with less extensive 

preparation needed. Refers to Michael Zehr and Nevin Bender as experienced 

teachers. October 10, 1942 

155-B.2  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB concerning his 

availability and possible subjects for a Bible school in the Casselman River area. 

October 29, 1942 

155-B.3  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB concerning the time 

of his possible ministry in conducting a Bible school. November 2, 1942  

155-B.4  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB describing the 

format of congregational Bible schools as often conducted in his experience. 
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Notes some difference in his description and Michael S. Zehr’s format on one 

occasion. Mentions gas rationing (a war time energy saving effort.)  November 3, 

1942 

155-B.5  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB concerning dates for 

evangelistic meetings and Bible school. Refers to his itinerary which includes 

Pigeon, Michigan; Allen County, Indiana; Sonnenberg Church in Ohio. Suggests 

two-week rather than three-week Bible school. November 4, 1943 

155-B.5a Letter from Jonas  B. Miller, Grantsville, Maryland, to CWB with enclosures 

concerning preparations for the annual conference to be held locally at Oak Dale 

August 29-31. Enclosure: a letter to the Executive Committee (Nevin Bender and 

Elmer G. Swartzendruber; a third member of the Executive Committee, Michael 

S. Zehr had died in the past year) from J. B. Miller (apparently in behalf of the 

local ministry) designating topics for discussion. States in the letter that Jonas M. 

Yoder mentioned that work should be done on the Oak Dale meeting house before 

the conference. JBM mentions that further work should be done on the men’s 

toilet facilities. [Personal memory: the barn at Oak Dale in those days was a 

portion of the barn of earlier horse and buggy days and served as the men’s 

restroom. It was convenient enough to use the horse stalls for that purpose, 

although I think there was also a small area partitioned off. But when the annual 

conference was held at Oak Dale, an improved facility was there – an eaves 

trough type of fixture, perhaps 8 or 10 feet long served as a urinal.] July 21, 1943 

155-B.6  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. He responds to 

an apparent request from CWB to preach in the Casselman River area when en 

route to or from Belleville, Pennsylvania, but may be able to spend a night or two 

with CWB when on that trip. Comments on Emanuel Swartzendruber holding 

meetings in Iowa; Norman Beachy and John A. Stoltzfus (Beachy Amish 

Mennonite) preaching in the Conservative church in Iowa and attending the Old 

Order Amish church service; problems and work by Elmer Swartzendruber and 

Nevin Bender in Allen County, Indiana; urgency of need in Arthur, Illinois; an 

inter-Mennonite meeting in Chicago; needs of men who have children in CPS 

camps. (conscientious objectors to war in Civilian Public Service camps). 

November 28, 1944  

155-B.7  Letter from Emanuel Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB. The main 

purpose of the letter seems to be to say that he will not be able to go to the 

Casselman River congregation before Christmas. Writes about visiting the CPS 
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camps and that quite a few of the boys may be returning home before January 1. 

October 8, 1945 

155-B.8  Post card from Allen Gingerich, Lowville, New York, to CWB, announcing his 

planned arrival for meetings on Saturday November 30.  November 21, 1945 

No. 155-C Membership, communion, confession  1941-1945  

155-C.1  Letter from Shem Peachey to CWB concerning Robert Auvil who apparently 

had requested a church membership certificate (church letter) for transfer of 

membership to Pigeon, Michigan. The request was problematic because of the 

subjects reputation in the community. Apparently Shem Peachey had been asked 

to investigate matters and, in this letter, is reporting his findings to Bishop CWB. 

Persons referenced or at least named in the letter are Lawrence Beitzel, Asa 

Orendorf, Asa Schrock, Amanda Schrock. Mike [Michael S. Zehr, bishop at 

Pigeon River, Pigeon, Michigan]. Reference to joining the Mennonites and asking 

Asa Schrock for a job in order to be closer to the church refers to transferring 

from the Cherry Glade (Amish Mennonite) congregation to Glade Mennonite of 

the Southwestern Mennonite Conference. Robert Auvil is remembered as a boy 

from the Children’s Home at Grantsville. The paper is mouse-eaten and thus has a 

few words missing. The paper is undated, but is estimated to belong to circa 1942 

155-C.2  Letter (copy) from Howard Skidmore to the Local Board No. 1 (Selective 

Service Board), Oakland, Maryland withdrawing his claim as a conscientious 

objector and announcing discontinuation of working on the farm of Roy Yoder. 

[Personal memory: Howard Skidmore was excommunicated from the Amish 

Mennonite church when he joined the army and, according to my wife Erma, was 

at the Norman Bender home for the noon meal that Sunday and was addressed by 

Norman Bender something like this: “I am sorry, but since you were 

excommunicated, we need to seat you at a separate table.” – David I. Miller]  

February 1, 1943 

155-C.3  Letter from Joe Slabaugh (Joseph J. Slabaugh) and wife Mary Slabaugh, 

Wooster, Ohio, to CWB, requesting church letters for transfer of membership. 

They had recently moved from Grantsville to Wooster. She states that while 

writing “had to stop. Miriam fell out of the crib it made me so shakey can’t hardly 

write.” April 8, 1943 

155-C.4  Letter from Mrs. Bert Yoder (Bert and Sue Yoder), Greenwood, Delaware, 

seeking approval for their son and daughter, Ruth Yoder and Edward Yoder, to 

participate in the communion service of the Casselman River congregation. 
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Explains the delay in transfer of membership as related to plans for the family to 

move from Greenwood to Grantsville. Notation on the envelope reads: Edward 

Yoder, Ruth Yoder, Robert Kyle – possibly three names for CWB to present to 

the church. May 9, 1944 

155-C.5  Letter from CWB to Rhoda Peachey; a very dim carbon copy deciphered as 

follows: Salisbury, Pa., June 30, 1944. Rhoda Peachey. Dear Sister, Greetings..  

We have not yet asked the church for your letter, as I had not been there for two 

Sundays till last Sunday I was there again. But we understand that you had wore 

some of the clothing after [? carbon paper erasure blotch] communion which had 

been,…nor to be worn in that way. But if you can see this as a transgression, I 

think we can get you a good letter soon. Mama [Ida, Mrs. CWB] is just a bit better 

the last few days, at least she does not have so much pain. Wishing you God’s 

blessing. Sincerely, C. W. Bender. The “letter” referred to must have been a 

church letter or certification of membership in good standing requested by Rhoda. 

The original was a carbon copy of the letter sent to Rhoda and is very dim with a 

smudge at one point likely resulting from erasure of the original to effect a 

revision.   June 30, 1945 

 

No. 155-D Issues of Discipline, Church Regulations  1941-1945  

155-D.1  Letter from Shem Peachey to CWB giving information, in addition to his 

“statement yesterday” concerning his involvement in the “program of last 

Monday.” This letter does not identify the program or the occasion, but explains 

that he had suggested topics and the young people practiced at his home which 

did involve his sanction of it. Apparently it was an event called into question by 

CWB as bishop, perhaps with concern about programs developing without offical 

church sponsorship. April 10, 1942 

155-D.2  Statement apparently issued by the ministerial team of the Casselman River 

Conservative Amish Mennonite congregation. Notes the problem of some 

members having inadvertently taken membership in the Rural Electric 

Association in the process of applying for service, states the principle of 

refraining from the unequal yoke, but recommends forbearance in this situation of 

those already in membership and suggests seeking ways of severance. Signed by 

the following ministers: C. W. Bender, Shem Peachey, Noah Brenneman, J. B. 

Miller, J. E. Hershberger, Ivan J. Miller. Handwritten notation: Approved by 
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congregational vote at Maple Glen M. H., Grantsville, Md., May 30, 1943. May 

29, 1943 

155-D.3  Letter from Somerset Rural Electric Cooperative to Floyd Bender, Meyersdale, 

Pennsylvania, stating that only members can be furnished electric power. 

Enclosed is a copy of an application form with some information filled in for Mrs. 

Lewis Bender. April 23, 1943 

155-D.4  Statement, apparently as a work sheet and possibly never signed, concerning 

congregational members using the services of the Rural Electric Cooperative 

(correctly, Association, a.k.a. REA). Dated, without day of month as June 1943. 

155-D.5  Statement addressed to the Rural Electric Association (REA). Explains that (1) 

some of the church members were using their services with the impression that 

such patronage would not involve them as members, (2) such members are asked 

to refrain from participating as active members, not to take part in the affairs of 

the Association and to sever their relationship with the Association as soon as 

practical, (3) this aloofness is not discriminatory against the REA, but consistent 

with the Amish Mennonite principles and the Scriptures, and (4) the position does 

not include prohibition of commercial buying and selling. Two copies of the 

statement are extant. One copy, dated June 15, 1943, with editorial markings and 

three signatures, apparently was not submitted. The apparently authentic edition is 

signed by C. W. Bender,  J. B. Miller, Noah Brenneman, Ivan J. Miller, and Shem 

Peachey, and bears the date of  June 22, 1943 

155-D.6  Letter from Alva Beachy, Salisbury, Pennsylvania, to CWB, regarding shipping 

milk on Sunday. Presumably, this is Alva Beachy, son of Samuel D. and Barbara 

Beachy, whose farm was on River Road, by the Mason-Dixon line, accessed by a 

bridge across the Casselman River. October 1, 1943 

155-D.7  Letter (hand written copy) from R. M. Tedrow, superintendent of the Rural 

Electric Cooperative, Inc., to Amish Mennonite Church, Meyersdale, 

Pennsylvania, Attention: Jonas M. Yoder. Gives permission to install temporary 

lighting in the Oak Dale church building and to string wires from the Omar Maust 

homestead. This apparently was a provision for the annual conference to be held 

there later in August. August 14, 1944 

155-D.8  Letter from Shem Peachey, Springs, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding a 

program by the young people of the church on Easter Monday. Urges freedom 

with guidance for the young people in such activities. [For years before and after 

this event in 1944, the young people of the Casselman River Conservative Amish 
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Mennonite Church did an “outing” annually on Easter Monday, going to places 

such as Swallow Falls State Park, Coopers Rock, The Rock Bed, Mt Davis, etc. 

These were social events, not planned with programmed features.] Apparently a 

program this year was formed without the knowledge of the total ministerial 

body, leaving CWB, as bishop, concerned about the youth taking over too much. 

March 19, 1945 

155-D.9  Letter with enclosure from Ernest Kooser, attorney at law, Somerset, 

Pennsylvania, to Jonas B. Miller. Refers to JBM having been in his office and 

explains further about cooperatives. He notes, “Doubtless I have not a sufficient 

understanding of you interpretation of the words ‘unequally yoked with 

unbelievers.’” Enclosure is a paper of six pages with the title, “Consumers’ 

Cooperation.” May 15, 1945 

155-D.10  Notation of church or ministerial decision regarding accessing electric power 

by connection with the Rural Electric Association (REA). In order to avoid the 

“unequal yoke,” members of the church were expected to refrain from 

membership in organizations of worldly membership. But many of the members 

on the Pennsylvania side of Mason-Dixon could have electric service only by 

taking membership in the REA. [I recall an occasion when a members-only 

meeting was held before I was a member and I asked one of my cousins, Evan or 

Ivan Maust, I think, what the meeting was about. He informed me that it had to do 

with the question of joining the REA. I also recall my father referring to the 

problem of electricity being available in the Pennsylvania homes only by 

membership. David I. Miller, 07-14-08].  circa 1945 

 

 No. 155-E Related to Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference 1941-1945  

155-E.1  Report of meetings on November 3 of the Conference Executive Committee and 

C. W. Bender  with the three ministers of the congregation at Hartville, Ohio, and 

with members of the congregation. The members of the Executive Committee are 

not named in this report but were on record as Samuel T. Eash, Michael S. Zehr, 

and Elmer G. Swartzendruber. CWB likely was present as former bishop of the 

congregation. The three ministers at that time were Roman Miller, John Bender, 

and Simon Coblentz. The recommendations resulting from the meetings are given 

in five points, not dealing so much with specific points of regulations, but with 

approach to the authority of leadership and principles of non-conformity to the 

world.  November 4, 1941 
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155-E.2  Literature – booklet title “Salvation Doctrines and Questions on Christian 

Living,” For instruction of applicants for baptism and for general use. Formulated 

by a Committee Appointed by the Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference. 

According to Ivan J. Miller, “a committee was appointed in 1938 to produce a 

booklet . . . as an additional aid to the Articles of Faith in the instruction of 

converts. The committee consisted of M. S. Zehr, J. B. Miller, and Shem Peachey. 

The booklet appeared in 1942” (See History of Conservative Mennonite 

Conference, 1985, p. 291.  

155-E.3  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB regarding the 

ordination of a bishop in Arenac County, Michigan. Deals largely with the 

question of Noah Swartzendruber being taken into the lot. Church leaders 

mentioned, in regard to the question, are Edwin Albrecht, Michael S. Zehr.  Seeks 

counsel from CWB. Mentions two married men from the church in Iowa – Leslie 

Byler and John Stutzman – and a single man – Virgil Brenneman – have been sent 

to CPS camp with a total of nine from their church being there now.  September 

12, 1942 

155-E.4  Letter (copy) from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to Michael S. 

Zehr and Samuel T. Eash concerning taking Noah Swartzendruber into the lot in 

selection of a bishop in Arenac County, Michigan.  September 12, 1942 

155-E.5  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Reports on two 

bishop ordinations: Emanuel Swartzendruber in Pigeon, Michigan, and Peter 

Swartz in Turner, Michigan. Other names mentioned are Noah Swartzendruber, 

Samuel Eash, Dan Esch. Reports the decision to accept the invitation of the 

Casselman River congregation to host the annual conference in 1944 with the 

time to be determined locally. May 12, 1944 

155-E.6  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB with enclosure 

of Letter from EGS to Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware. Refers to a request 

from Arthur, Illinois, for help from the Executive Committee and asks for CWB’s 

counsel regarding the enclosed letter from EGS to Nevin Bender. Asks for dates 

of the upcoming annual conference as soon as possible (which was held at Oak 

Dale, Salisbury, Pennsylvania, August 29-31, 1944), especially since they want to 

announce communion service dates in Iowa, hoping for many of their twenty-five 

young men in CPS camps (scattered from California to Florida) to arrange their 

furloughs accordingly. Speaks of having just returned from a grueling trip to 

Oregon. The enclosure refers to the passing of Michael Zehr and his being missed 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

130  

 

in Executive Committee work, but mainly deals with the request from Arthur, 

Illinois. Also refers to Samuel T. Eash. July 22, 1944 

155-E.7  Letter from David Yoder, Jr., C. P. S. Camp #77, Greystone Park, New Jersey, 

son of David S. Yoder, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Expresses concern about 

the effect of the tensions in the church at Greenwood on the lives of some of the 

people. Recognizes his own father’s problems and asks a few questions. Writes 

with concern and sensitivitiy. November 26, 1944  

155-E.8  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, concerning 

assignment of the “sermon of the last evening at the upcoming annual conference. 

Assignment given to Christian M. Nafziger, and as alternate, CWB in the event of 

Nafziger not being present. The sermon was preached then by CWB. See 

Conference Report, 1945, p. 11. Postmarked August 4, 1945 

155-E.9  Report (7 pages) of the conciliation work of the Executive Committee of 

Conference and an ad hoc committee in the congregation in Allen County, 

Indiana, in 1943 and 1944. The report reveals an intensive series of attempts to 

restore relationships and peace in the congregation where the ministers were 

Menno Miller, Noah Zehr, and Menno Coblentz.  Conference ministers working 

with the situation included Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Nevin Bender, Samuel T. 

Eash, Earl Maust, Shem Peachey. An ultimate result was the silencing of the three 

local ministers with arrangements authorized for guest ministers from the 

conference to serve in preaching assignments. Travel costs could be submitted to 

the Conference Secretary-treasurer, Ivan J. Miller, Grantsville, Maryland.  1944 

155-E.10  Report by Elmer G. Swartzendruber, in behalf of the Executive Committee, on 

developments in Allen County, Indiana. Lists those who communed on November 

14, 1944, and gives following events up to May 1945. The report includes 

developments with ministers Menno Coblentz, Noah Zehr, and Menno Miller. 

Conference leaders named are Nevin Bender, Samuel T. Eash, and Simon 

Coblentz.  The report is dated May 14, 1945  

155-E.11  Letter from Executive Committee of Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference, signed by Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Samuel T. Eash, and Nevin 

Bender, to “To Whom it May Concern,” but apparently meant for CWB and 

ministers of the Casselman River congregation. Explains developments in Arthur, 

Illinois, in regard to the possibility of a church being started with dissatisfied Old 

Order Amish people and requests release of Shem Peachey to go there for a few 

months to pastor if such does develop. February 12, 1945  
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No. 155-F Military Conscription, Conscientious Objection, CPS Camps 1941-1945 

 

155-F.1  Documents related to war and peace and conscientious objection: 

– “The Conscientious Objector under the Selective Training and Service Act of 

1940" 

– Certificate of Mennonite Central Committee for certifying contributions 

intended as an alternative to support of war and defense measures  

– “The Mennonite Civilian Service Program” for conscientious objectors 

exempted from combatant and non-combatant military service under the 

Selective Service and Training Act, 1940. A pamphlet for distributution to 

all registrants, ministers and counselors.  

– “Instructions to All Mennonite Pastors” regarding processes to be followed in 

working with drafted conscientious objectors. 

– “Bulletin of Information for Persons Registered.” Issued by the Director of 

Selective Service (1940) 

– “Meeting C.P.S Dependency Needs.” A summary statement and copy of MCC 

policy on the subject. 

– “Peace Section Handbook with Draft Manual” by MCC 

– “Counsel for Mennonite Young Men in Answering the General Selective 

Service Questionnaire and the Supplementary Speical Questionnaire.” For 

conscientious objectors. Publisher not given.  

–“Civilian Public Service Camp Kits,” “for our boys going to camp.” A leaflet on 

how to prepare for and what to take to camp.  

– “Civilian Bonds for Religious Conscientious Objectors” by MCC on the subject 

of investing in non-military related bonds vs. war bonds. 

– Ditto revised March 1, 1943 

– “Instructions Regarding Classifications and Appeals.”  

The above documents not all dated, but likely circa 1940-1945 

155-F.2  Statement from minutes of Peace Problems Committee. “Plan of Action in Case 

of War.” Undated, but likely about or soon after 1941. 

155-F.3  Sample of  Form for Conscientious Objectors used as a work sheet. Includes 

personal information and lists Milton E. and Kate Hershberger as parents, a 

couple who had only one child, Donald Hershberger. Filled-in information 

indicates 1941.  
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155-F.4  Forms (various) for reporting statistics related to conscientious objectors and 

their dependants and for applications. circa 1941ff 

155-F.5  Form for use in the Amish Mennonite Church to report Mennonite registrants. 

circa 1941 

155-F.6  Letter from Harold S. Bender of the Peace Problems Committee to “The 

Bishops of the Mennonite Church” concerning drives, especially in factories for 

people to purchase bonds for the support of the war and how to respond to it. 

December 16, 1941 

155-F.7  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to “one person in each of 

our congregations.” Refers to channels to which to send contributions for relief 

work and the records thereof, designation of someone in each congregation as 

point of contact, relief contributions as alternatives to purchasing war bonds. 

January 7, 1942 

155-F.8  Letter from Peace Problems Committee of the Mennonite Church (H. S. Bender, 

chairman, and Orie O. Miller, secretary) to “The Ministers in Charge of 

Mennonite and Amish Congregations.” Serves as a letter of contact with 

Mennonite and Amish church leaders and as a cover letter for sending “various 

materials containing information and counsel concerning current issues which 

face us as a church because of our nonresistant faith.” Mentions specifically the 

statement adopted at Turner, Oregon, by the Mennonite General Conference 

[1937], offered especially for those required to register.  Mentions regional 

counsellors Amos Horst, D. A. Yoder, and H. A Diener. Seems to show 

perspective of Mennonite General Conference (or [Old] Mennonite Church) being 

the umbrella of Mennonite and Amish churches with some exceptions such as 

Mennonite Brethren, General Conference Mennonites, and Evangelical 

Mennonites. January 30. 1942 

155-F.9  Statement by Peace Section of Mennonite Central Committee addressed to 

“Pastors of Mennonite and Brethren in Christ Churches.” Introduces the personnel 

of the Peace Section, encloses a statement adopted by MCC, addresses the issue 

of War Bonds and Red Cross contributions. January 30, 1942 

155-F.10  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, apparently to church 

leaders of congregations of Conservative Mennonite Conference, concerning 

financial budgets for support of the CPS program, relief needs in the world, MCC 

certificates showing relief contributions in lieu of purchasing war bonds. March 2, 

1942  
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155-F.11  Letter “To Whom It May Concern,” with the apparent destination of a 

government office or agency. Appears to be a rough copy of a letter which may 

have been rewritten and sent. With Springs, Pennsylvania, as the writer’s address, 

it likely was written by Shem Peachey. The letter explains why the Amish 

Mennonites cannot invest in defense bonds and reports the extent of donation 

made for support of the CPS camps and foreign relief for war sufferers. March 12, 

1942 

155-F.12  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzentruber, Wellman, Iowa, apparently to leaders of 

congregations of Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference. Speaks of very 

rapid increase of boys being sent to the CPS camps and the expenses to be met, 

detachment of men from the camps to other work such as farms, encouragement 

for the camps to be visited, and comparison of suffering of CPS situation with 

boys in military service.  October 12, 1942 

155-F.13  Application Form for applying for stamps for special food commodities. The 

blank form apparently represents the applications made by Mennonite Central 

Committee for stamps for sugar for projects such as canning for CPS camps, 

relief, etc. This is OPA (Office of Price Administration) Form No. R-315, revised 

December 15, 1942 

155-F.14  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, sent to CWB as a form 

letter which apparently was sent to congregational leaders throughout the 

Conference. Reports that Orie O. Miller and Harold S. Bender met with Old Order 

Amish leaders at Goshen, Indiana, to work on a method for visiting the boys in 

CPS camps. Also deals with the nature of the Civilian Bonds available in lieu of 

investing in war bonds. May 5, 1943 

155-F.15  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Notes that 

CPS will be on the agenda of the upcoming annual conference and hopes for a 

high level of attendance of both Conference ministers and others related to the 

Conference. August 2, 1943 

155-F.16  Letter from John M. Snyder of Civilian Public Service of Mennonite Central 

Committee, Akron, Pennsylvania, to CWB, replying to letter from CWB (August 

11, 1942, concerning ration limits on donating processed foods.  August 13, 1943 

155-F.17  Letter from CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, in response to 

earlier correspondence about the CPS camps. States the there are no boys in the 

camps from the Casselman River congregation at that time. States concern about 
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some of the things brought into the camp which are less than edifying, but notes 

that he does not hold Elmer responsible for that. August 9, 1943 

155-F.18  Letter (form) from Harold S. Bender and Jesse W. Hoover of the Peace Section 

of MCC. Deals with war bonds and the alternative of MCC bonds. . September 1, 

1943 

155-F.19  Letter from J. Mark Martin, C.P.S Unit No. 85, Howard, Rhode Island 

(formerly from Broadway, Virginia), as “An open Letter to all ordained Brethren 

of the Mennonite Church.” Expresses concern about the conduct of some or many 

of the campers. Issues mentioned include immodesty in dress, movie and dance 

attendance, courting non-Mennonite girls, smoking, wives cutting their hair.  

October 20, 1943 

155-F.20  Form (filled out) – “Home Canning and Drying Project” of the Casselman 

River Congregation for Mennonite CPS camps. Lists the quantities of canned 

fruit, tomato juice, dried apples, canned vegetables, dried corn, dried elderberries, 

and jellies and jams.  November 11, 1943  

155-F.21  Letter from Shem Peachey, Springs, Pennsylvania, to “The Conservative 

Churches,” referring to the congregations of Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference. Refers to the budget and work of the Peace Section of Mennonite 

Central Committee and requests contributions of 5 cents per member (2 cents for 

the Peace Section, 1 cent for publishing or purchasing the booklet “Must 

Christians Fight?” and 2 cents for CPS camp visitation travel.  November 17, 

1943 

155-F.22  Letter from William T. Snyder of Civilian Public Service of the Mennonite 

Central Committee. Expresses thanks for the goods received at Sideling Hill 

Camp from the Casselman River congregation and their pleasure in receiving 

“such a nice assortment of food.” Speaks of the project drawing to a close and 

over 160,000 quarts having been sent to the camps.  November 25, 1943  

155-F.23  Letter from Lewis E. Strite, business manager of CPS Camp #20, expressing 

thanks “for the generous donation of canned goods.” December 28, 1943 

155-F.24  Letter from William T. Snyder, Civilian Public Service of the Mennonite 

Central Committee to CWB. Working on plans for “an arrangements committee” 

for a collection center for canned and dried foods for CPS camps. Names in letter: 

C. W. Bender, Shem Peachey, Chester Helmick.  April 29, 1944 

155-F.25  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, as a cover 

letter of fliers on “Dependency Status Report.” Adds a personal note in which he 
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refers to Ida Bender’s (Mrs. CWB) health issues and mentions Iowa people – 

Milton Brenneman and Mrs. Ben Gingerich.  May 4, 1944 

155-F.26  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber to CWB regarding statistics concerned 

with anticipated needs of dependents of CPS men.  June 6, 1944 

155-F.26  Letter from William T. Snyder, Civilian Public Service of the Mennonite 

Central Committee to CWB. Deals with a “sugar ration check” – a coupon 

authorizing the purchase of sugar under the government’s war time sugar 

rationing program. This sugar to be used for canning for the CPS camps. July 19, 

194 

 

155-F.28  Letter from William T. Snyder of the office of Civilian Public Service of 

Mennonite Central Committee of Akron, Pennsylvania, regarding the issuance of 

stamps, issued by the OPA for use of sugar for the purpose of canning foods for 

CPS. The point of handling the stamps and sugar was the store of F. W. Bender.  

July 24, 1944  

155-F.29  Letter from William T. Snyder of the office of Civilian Public Service of 

Mennonite Central Committee of Akron, Pennsylvania, regarding the issuance of 

stamps, issued by the OPA for use of sugar for the purpose of canning foods for 

CPS. Also requests CWB to contact Amos Yoder (Old Order Amish) and Norman 

Beachy (Beachy Amish Mennonite) regarding a time to meet for discussion. 

August 23, 1944 

155-F.30  Letter from William T. Snyder, Civilian Public Service of the Mennonite 

Central Committee to CWB and Walter Otto, Springs, Pennsylvania, regarding 

the collection center to be set up at Springs for receiving canned and dried foods 

for CPS. August 15, 1944 

.  155-F.31  Letter from William T. Snyder, Civilian Public Service of the Mennonite 

Central Committee to Walter Otto, Norman Beachy, C. W. Bender, and Amos 

Yoder, representatives respectively of the Springs Mennonite Church, Beachy 

Amish Mennonite Church, Conservative Amish Mennonite Church, Old Order 

Amish Mennonite Church. Notes government plans to close the Sidling Hill camp 

and that the canned and dried foods from the Casselman will be sent to other 

camps. September 13, 1944. 

155-F.32  Letter from H. Ralph Hernley, director of CPS camp #20, to CWB, with thanks 

for the food received and its blessing in feeding 122 hungry men. September 14, 

1943 
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155-F.33  Letter from William T. Snyder, Civilian Public Service of the Mennonite 

Central Committee to CWB. Replies to inquiry to say that CWB’s group should 

continue to can apples but not tomatoes and that the “sugar points” were not then 

available since they were waiting for the arrival of ration certificates. September 

15, 1944 

155-F.34  Letter from Mennonite Central Committee to “Dear Friend” stating that 

certificates for sugar are delayed because of “difficulty in obtaining the sugar 

ration allotments of several base camps.” Undated, but likely 1945 or 1944 

155-F.35  Receipts for contribution of Food for Mennonite Central Committee, likely for 

CPS Camps. The receipts list the kinds and quantities contributed by each donor. 

In addition to the receipts to individuals, a summary (green) of the 1944 quantities 

of totals of the donations by the people of the congregation is included. The 

following donors are listed: Mrs. Barbara Beachy, Simon D. Beachy, Dan Beitzel, 

Ed Beitzel, Elmer Beitzel, Lawrence Beitzel, Raymond Beitzel, C. W. Bender, 

Floyd Bender, Harvey Bender, Mrs. Lewis C. Bender, Milton E. Bender, Norman 

E. Bender, Omar Bender, Noah Brenneman, Mrs. Kate Hershberger, Daniel N. 

Mast, Edwin Mast, Ernest Mast, Allen Maust, Alvin Maust, Asa Maust, Elmer 

Maust, Enos Maust, Harvey Maust, Omar Maust, Catherine J. Miller, Evan J. 

Miller, Hugh Orendorf, Solomon Orendorf, Mark Peachey, Shem Peachey, Lee 

Scheffel, Asa Schrock, Allen O. Yoder, Alvin H. Yoder, Mrs. Anna Yoder, 

Christian J. Yoder, Ernest Yoder, Ervin J. Yoder, Irvin E. Yoder, John D. Yoder, 

Jonas M. Yoder, Monroe D. Yoder.  October 1944 

155-F.36  Letter from William T. Snyder, Civilian Public Service of the Mennonite 

Central Committee to CWB. Explains that MCC is not in a position to supply the 

sugar for the canning projects and why. September 26, 1944 

155-F.37  Letter from William T. Snyder of the office of Civilian Public Service of 

Mennonite Central Committee of Akron, Pennsylvania, regarding the issuance of 

stamps, issued by the OPA for use of sugar for the purpose of canning foods for 

CPS. Refers to an enclosed form to be filled out as a report on the canning for 

which the sugar was used. The completed form is attached to this letter, listing a 

quantity of more than 2,000 quarts of fruits and vegetables as well as dried apples. 

Date of letter: October 17, 1944 

155-F.38   Letter from William T. Snyder, Civilian Public Service of the Mennonite 

Central Committee to CWB. Encloses check for 10 dozen jars. Will return 43 jars 

later from another location since the Amish Mennonite Children’s Home 
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Association of Grantsville is not in an “immediate hurry” to receive them back 

again. November 8, 1944 

155-F.39  Report of Canned and Dried Foods received by CPS camps April 30 to 

November 30, 1944, by states and communities, totally 234,126 quarts of canned 

food and 9,436 pounds of dried foods, evaluated at $43,379.68. From the Springs-

Grantsville area: 6,730 quarts, 555 points, $1,185.57.  November 30, 1944 

155-F.40  Letter from Shem Peachey of the Peace Committee of the Conservative Amish 

Mennonite Conference regarding a census of the drafted men in the Conference 

churches. December 1, 1944 

155-F.41  Letter from “C. W. Bender, Minister in Charge of the Conservative Amish 

Mennonite Church located in Somerset Co. Pa and Garret Co Md.” to Hon. J. 

Burll Snyder, House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.  A plea that if the bill 

for permanent military conscription is enacted, he would use his influence to 

insert an exemption for a peace loving people.  December 9, 1944 

155-F.42  Letter from William T. Snyder, Civilian Public Service of the Mennonite 

Central Committee to CWB. States, “The Canning and Drying Project conducted 

by the Mennonite Central Committee has been brought to a close with the 

exception of shipping a few remaining contributions to the camps . . . since you 

have devoted special effort to the program, The Mennonite Central Committee 

wishes to specially thank you for helping to make the project a success.” Notes 

that the total from canning centers was approximately 178,000 quarts.  The letter 

is dated January 6, 1944, but reference to closing the canning project almost 

certainly reveals a secretary have relapsed to typing the previous year, and so the 

letter is placed in these files as January 6, 1945. 

155-F.43  Report from and by Elmer G. Swartzendruber on MCC work. Report consists 

of 15 pages and includes information on Mennonite Aid Section, Dependency Aid 

Section, canned and dried foods, foreign relief, Civilian Public Service, Peace 

Section, government conscription for military service. February 1, 1946(5? 

 

155-F.44  Report from Mennonite Central Community on foods contributed to MCC, 

apparently for the CPS camps. The report is inscribed with “1945." This is written 

with uncertainty on whether the report was received in 1945 for 1944 or whether 

the inscription refers to the food donations of 1945. The letter from William 

Snyder, dated January 23, 1945, is included in the process of sorting with 

uncertainty as to whether it belongs to this set of reports.  1945 
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155-F.45  Form letter and form from Elmer G. Swartzendruber to CWB for the purpose 

of gathering information on the men in CPS from churches of Conservative 

Amish Mennonite Conference. April 12, 1945 

155-F.46  Letter (form) from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, addressed to 

“Dear Brethren in Civilian Public Service Camps.” Shares a letter written by the 

Christadelphian Committee to their men in CPS, noting the unrest which seems to 

be present in the camps and reminding them of the special recognition given 

conscientious objectors by the government with the provision of Civilian Public 

Service.  April 14, 1945 

155-F.47  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber seeking information for census of men 

from the congregations in CPS.  May 17, 1945  

155-F.48  Record of men from Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference 

congregations who served in Civilian Public Service. Compiled by Elmer G. 

Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa. Fifteen pages. July 1, 1945 

155-F.49  Letter from Russell H. Massanari of the office of Civilian Public Service of 

Mennonite Central Committee of Akron, Pennsylvania, regarding the issuance of 

stamps, issued by the OPA for use of sugar for the purpose of canning foods for 

CPS. Refers to an enclosed form to be filled out as a report on the canning for 

which the sugar was used. Because of the scarcity of sugar, he urges conservative 

use. The completed form is attached to this letter, listing a quantity of 567quarts 

of fruits, vegetables, and preserves. The report indicates that, instead of using the 

100 pounds of allotted sugar, only 90 pounds were used.Date of letter: July 27, 

1945 

155-F.50  Letter from George W. Beiler, Ronks, Pennsylvania, to Ivan J. Miller, 

Grantsville, Maryland, concerning information about Lancaster Mennonite 

School.  August 6, 1945 

155-F.51  Letters (2) from Russell H. Massanari, Mennonite Central Committee, Akron, 

Pennsylvania, and Robert S. Eby, Civilian Public Service Camp, Powellsville, 

Maryland, about empty fruit jars which they are offering to return to the Amish 

Mennonite Children’s Home at Grantsville. (Note: It may be that the jars had 

come from the Home for CPS use, but the Home had closed in 1938. August 14, 

1945 and September 25, 1945 

155-F.52  Letter sent by Elmer Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to “every ordained man” 

[of Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference.] Deals with CPS matters and 

notes that the concerns about caring for the dependents of CPS men is continuing 
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concern with CPS still being a very active program even thought the war has 

ended. Notes also interests in the Conference becoming involved in relief work in 

Europe and missionary outreach in the southern United States. Four pages. Circa 

October 1945 

155-F.53  Letter from Russell H. Massanari of Mennonite Central Committee concerning 

offerings for CPS and relief foods and how the foods are handled. October 26, 

1945 

155-F.54  Copy of Women’s Activities Letter of Mennonite Central Committee, 

concerned especially with sending relief goods to Europe. October 1945 

156. [file folder] – 1941-1945 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

156.1  Letter from David Yoder, Jr., Greenwood, Delaware, To CWB, apologizing and 

asking forgiveness for having spoken about CWB, as a member of the Executive 

Committee having worked in Delaware, and asking for forgiveness. January 10, 

1941 

156.2  Letter from David Yoder, Jr., Harrisonburg, Virginia (got a job there), again with 

apology, not having received a reply to the letter of January 10, 1941, and 

wanting to be sure that he reached CWB. February 26, 1941 

156.3  Letter from Karl Baehr, student at The Chicago Theological Seminary, to CWB, 

seeking information for use in writing a paper about the flow of ministers into and 

out of service in the Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference from and to 

other church bodies. May 7, 1941 

156.4  Letters (2) one from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB and one from 

Mrs. John L. Mast to Ida Bender (Mrs. C. W. Bender). Letters of friendship 

including mention of health issues and difficulties of the times as the last days. 

Envelope postmarked January 8, 1942. 

156.5  Letter from Caroline Swartzentruber, Eastern Mennonite School, Harrisonburg, 

Virginia, to CWB, asking his forgiveness for a time when she and friend were 

whispering during a sermon by CWB in Greenwood, Delaware. She expresses her 

testimony of wanting a close walk with the Lord. February 25, 1942 

156.6  Letter from Lee Scheffel, written from Garfield Memorial Hospital, Washington, 

D. C., awaiting surgery. [If my memory is correct, the surgery involved removal 

of a lung. – David I. Miller, 07-14-08] The letter is addressed to “all the members, 

and their children, of the church.”  Asks forgiveness of any whom he may have 

wronged. Encourages faithfulness to the Lord, the church and the leaders. Adds a 
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short section at 6:50 a.m. after having been given the hypodermic needle just 

before surgery. September 19, 1942. 

156.7  Letter from Moses and Anna Horst, Maugansville, Maryland, to CWB. Refers to a 

recent visit by Ivan J. Miller and wife and Floyd Bender and wife and Sister 

Scheffel (wife of Lee Scheffel who then may have been hospitalized in 

Washington, D. C.). Moses Horst rejoices in the visit and finding these people 

from a Mennonite group, not so far away, which has not drifted so far into 

worldliness. [A personal memory: my father referring to a visit with a 

Hagerstown area minister who mentioned his awareness of the Amish Mennonite 

church at Grantsville as a neighbor to a rather “worldly” Mennonite church. – 

David I. Miller, 07-15-08] January 7, 1943 

156.8  Letter from undisclosed writer to men in the C.P.S. camps (alternative service 

camps for conscientious objectors to war during World War II.) Done with carbon 

paper or hectograph, the letter appears to have been prepared to various 

designations, but with the greeting and closing personalized. The designation of 

Salisbury, Pennsylvania, as the address of its source, and the style and content of 

writing, seem to point to CWB as the writer, especially since it is found among 

his papers. He mentions the fall and fractured leg of Christian J. Yoder and 

visitors from New York in the church service: Paul Eichorn, Ernest 

Hoopengardner, and Francis Bender. At least Paul Eichorn, and likely the others, 

were from Alden, New York, area. September 20, 1943 

156.9  Letters (2), one from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB and one 

from Mrs. John L. Mast to Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB). These are personal letters. He 

states cancellation or postponement of plans to visit and writes about conditions in 

the world and being in the last days. She shares news about health and mentions 

others, including Ezra Yoder, Sally Hartzler, John K. Yoder, Ezra Peachey and 

wife Clara Peachey, Viola Peachey Scheffel, Linnie Peachey. August 23, 1943 

156.10  Letter from Frank Bennett, Cumberland, Maryland (on letterhead of Bennett 

Transfer Company), to CWB, responding to CWB’s inquiry about the 

philosophy/religion known as Theosophy.  January 23, 1945 

156.11  Letter from Tobias T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, August 14, 1944. Refers with 

much appreciation to a letter received when sick from CWB. August 14, 1944 

156.12  Letter from Alva R. Beachy (son of Samuel D. Beachy), Bird in Hand, 

Pennsylvania,  to CWB. Reports being  “fairly well settled” and “want to start 

working tomorrow.”  Postmark February 1, 1945 
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156.13  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, expressing 

condolence in regard to the death of CWB’s wife, Ida. Also refers to the 

“situation” in Arthur, Illinois. (This and the following letters of condolence were  

received by my from the Simon D. Beachy family.- David I. Miller) February 12, 

1945 

156.14  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB, expressing 

condolence regarding the death of CWB’s wife Ida. February 27, 1945 

156.15  Letter from Emanuel Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB, expressing 

condolence regarding the death of CWB’s wife Ida. March 13, 1945 

156.16  Letter from Laban Peachey, C. P. S. Camp 34, Grottoes, Virginia, to CWB. 

Writes about camp life. Had been to the home of his brother, Paul Peachey, about 

20 miles distant. November 21, 1945 

156.17  Letter from Savilla Swartzentruber (Mrs. Milton Swartzentruber), Greenwood, 

Delaware, to CWB. Gives news of the following: Jacob Bender’s (Ontario) visit 

and ministry in Delaware; Milton having taken Will Byler and family members to 

a wedding in Ronks, Pennsylvania; a Byler boy being in a mental hospital. His 

reason for writing: Ada Miller needing more care and wondering if a home is 

being planned at Grantsville at the Children’s Home and the possibility of Ada 

receiving care there. November 27, 1945 

 

 

157. [file folder] – 1941-1945 – Personal Letters 

157.1  Letter from Samuel W. Bender, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, addressed to “Dear 

Brother Sister and Family.” He expresses condolence in regard to “Sister Anna’s 

departure.” The language seems to refer to a sister of CWB and SWB. However, 

the sister of SWB and CWB named Anna had died in 1922 according to the 

Daniel Bender genealogy. This letter is found in an envelope postmarked 

February 1943, while the letter has the date of January 3, 1941.  

 

157.2  Post card from Lydia or Lydiann (last name not given), postmarked Kalona, Iowa.  

to Samuel W. Bender. The persons named in this card have not been identified. 

March 29, 1941   

157.3  Letter from CWB to a family circle letter. The news includes daughter Fannie 

Bender having been hospitalized for nasal surgery, daughter Verda Beachy seeing 

a doctor in regard to surgery of two years earlier, daughter Myra Maust helping in 
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Verda’s household and doing canning for the Civilian Public Service camps. 

Notes the fruits and berries are scarce and truck crops doing well. A penciled note 

by a reader at the top of sheet refers to letters sent to Enos C. Swartzentruber 

regarding his brother Jacob C. Swartzentruber. This reference seems to hint that 

this was a Bender circle letter, since Mrs. Enos C. Swartzentruber was a daughter 

of a brother of CWB, viz. Samuel W. Bender. CWB’s wife (Ida Bender) also 

wrote for the same circle letter on the same date. August 3, 1943 

 

157.4  Letter from Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB) to a family circle letter. The news includes 

her daughter Della and Ivan J. Miller’s dairy barn raising scheduled for the next 

day, daughter Fannie’s recovery from surgery, and the high price of peaches. She 

notes that she and CWB are limited in their activities and tend to overdo it at 

times, including when CWB helped with the dairy barn of Ivan J. Miller. See 

notes on letter of same date by CWB for further information about the circle 

letter. August 3, 194 

 

157.5  Letter from Annie Bender, writing from Buffalo, New York, to Mrs. Chriss W. 

Bender (Ida Bender), telling about the itinerary of her trip with “John Hostetlers, 

Preacher John Lapps and I,” including Crawford County, Pennsylvania; Lawrence 

County, Pennsylvania; Geaugea County, Ohio, and Indiana. The identity of Annie 

Bender not determined. August 28, 1941 

157.6  Post card from Ada (last name not given), writing from Goshen, Indiana. Reports 

on a successful trip of 458 miles, evidently from Salisbury, Pennsylvania, to 

Goshen, Indiana.  August 31, 1941 

157.7  Post card with stamp of Bantam Ranch from Ada Hershberger, sister of Ida 

Bender (Mrs. CWB), wishing  her and hers a happy new year. January 1, 1942 

157.8  Letter from E. J. Bender (Edward Bender), Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB with an 

invitation to CWB and wife to attend the wedding of his son Norman Bender, 

along with “whoever wants to come along to make a machine [car, as in 

automobile] load.” He mentions that CWB had “helped me get this boy from the 

Children’s Home.” In reference to his son Norman, he states: “Well, he has been a 

pretty good boy he does not smoke nor chew tobacco and does no have a habit of 

drinking intoxin licher (intoxicating liquor)”. Norman’s bride: Lydia Ann 

Smucker, daughter of Jonas Smucker. Other names mentioned: Alvin Bender, 

Henry Schrock, Minister Bishop Andy Miller, Uncle Sam (Samuel W. Bender.) 
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The entry of Norman and Lydia Ann Smucker in the Daniel Bender genealogy 

gives their wedding date as February 12, 1940. The year apparently should be 

given as 1942 based on this letter and the age of Norman; in 1940 he would have 

been 17 years of age, and his father, Edward Bender, in this letter states, “I kept 

him from going for the  girls till he was 18 years old.”  January 2, 194 

 

157.9  Post card from Matilda (last name not given), postmarked Salisbury, Pennsylvania, 

to Ida Bender, with an order for silk thread. January 8, 1942 

157.10  Letter from SWB [Samuel W. Bender], brother of CWB to CWB. Gives a 

romantic description of the beauty of the earth and lists the families afflicted with 

measles. Refers to John A. Miller, Jonas Otto, and himself as ministers. April 24, 

194 

 

157.11  Letter of condolence from C. W. and Ida Bender to John S. and Lydia Wengerd, 

Salisbury, Pennsylvania. Refers to the death of their son, Ray Wengerd, with 

words of sorrow about the death and words of comfort “that he is safe in the 

Shepherd’s care.” Also a notation: “I have meditated much on what has taken 

place.” The Wengerd family lived on present day Oak Dale Rd, about a mile or 

less south of the Oak Dale church. On June 29, 1942, CWB was involved in a car 

accident of colliding with the bicycle ridden by Ray Wenger. Accident report in 

Folder 160. July 23, 1942 

157.12  Post card from Norman Bodes, postmarked Washington, D. C., telling of their 

trip to Washington D. C. and parts of Pennsylvania. October 23, 1942  

157.13  Letter from Earl V. Bender, Shipshewana, Indiana, to CWB. The letter is written 

on letterhead of Bender Seed Company, responding to previous communication 

from CWB. He expresses regret about his past insensitivity to the illnesses of 

others and notes the appendectomy of his son Malcom Bender and describes his 

car accident and hospitalization. February 4, 1943 

157.14  Letter from Daniel H. Bender, Albany, Oregon, to CWB. Refers to Catherine 

Miller (Kate; Mrs. Elias S. Miller) as still living and her daughter Eunice. (I recall 

Kate and Eunice walking into the Maple Glen church after Sunday school. Eunice 

was severely handicapped mentally; Kate walked very erectly and with great 

dignity as an aged woman – David I. Miller, 07-15-08) Refers to the Bender 

family history and, apparently in response to an inquiry from CWB, states his 

inability to work with it extensively because of ill health, but expresses interest in 
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and gratitude for the project. (The first edition of Descendants of Daniel Bender 

was published in 1948. September 21, 1943 

157.15  Letter from Enos C. Swartzentruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. He expresses 

sadness concerning his brother Jacob Swartzentruber about which CWB had 

written and about whom they had received word from “Sister Amanda” [Mrs. 

Simon L. Yoder] and Norman Beachy. (Yoder and Beachy, along with Noah [E. 

Yoder] who also is mentioned in the letter, were Beachy Amish Mennonite 

ministers.) Notes the report of Jake saying “as he don’t know if there is a God.” 

The Grandpa to which the letter refers is identifiable as Samuel J. (Revver Pap) 

Beachy. Concern is expressed also for Lloyd Miller who, with his mother Ida 

Miller (see Daniel Bender genealogy Fam. #5050) had staid with the 

Swartzentrubers five nights. He states: “We done quit a bit of talking and all 

seems in vain.” Ida’s grandfather was John W. Bender, brother to CWB. October 

13, 194 

 

157.16  Letter from Mrs. Enos C. Swartzentruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, addressing 

“Dear Uncle Aunt and all.” This letter bears no signature, but is contextually 

identifiable as that of Mrs. ECS, since it bears the same date as a letter from ECS, 

was found in an envelope with a letter from ECS, and mentions “adding a little” 

to Enos’ letter. She writes with concern about “Dan Ida” [Mrs. Dan J. Miller, Fam 

5045 in the Bender genealogy], stating that Enos tried so hard to tell her where 

she is wrong and he still hoped he could get her to give up, but all in vain.” The 

phrase “Enos and father” is construed to refer to her husband Enos J. 

Swartzentruber and Samuel J. Beachy (Revver Pap). She mentions the issue of 

wearing the covering and concern for Ida’s son Lloyd [Miller]. October 13, 1943  

157.17  Letter from Kenneth Berkshire, Masontown, Pennsylvania, to Ivan J. Miller, 

Grantsville, Maryland, concerning a foster son, a former ward of the Children’s 

Home at Grantsville. Seeks help in dealing with a chronic problem of 

relationships and behavior. (I have a personal memory of my father having gone 

to Masontown or Uniontown to help with the problem. The boy was not 

cooperative with my father, who I think represented the Children’s Home, and at 

one point, in order to shake of the presence of the man, said to my father, “Let’s 

go to the theater?” My father said, “I will go wherever your go.”) The presence of 

this letter with the CWB papers is not explained, but may have occurred as a 
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process of counseling on the matter. I recall Berkshire as a maker of fine home 

crafted furniture. November 21, 1943 

157.18  Letter from Mrs. Harry E. Miller (address not given, but contextually shown as 

Goshen, Indiana) to CWB. Refers to Howard Maust’s death and Ellis Shoemaker 

to see his need for a Savior and the church. Mentions Lois Gunden as imprisoned 

when Germany took over France and her return home.  

157.19  Letter from Ed Yoder on stationery of The Memorial Hospital and mailed from 

Cumberland, Maryland, to CWB. He expresses appreciation to CWB and wife Ida 

for their kind and encouraging letter. Expresses spiritual insights from the Psalms 

and the Gospel and epistles of John and comments: “What a wonderful church we 

could have if we and those before us would have lived up close to the teachings of 

Christ and his apostles. If so, I believe our three churches would be one, living in 

peace.” If this writer is Edward M. Yoder (1878-1948), son of Moses D. Yoder, 

he lived through two major Amish Mennonite divisions in the Casselman River 

area: 1895 (Old Order Amish Mennonite/Conservative Amish Mennonite) and 

1927 (Old Order Amish Mennonite/Beachy Amish Mennonite). January 9, 1944  

157.20  Letter from Lucy Schrock, Farmington, Delaware, to CWB and Ida. In addition 

to sending a form (likely Bender genealogy information) she writes about her 

family and her work as a nurse. Lucy (Bender) Schrock was a daughter of 

Valentine Bender and niece of CWB. February 29, 1944 

157.21  Letter from Ada Hershberger, postmarked Los Angeles, California, to CWB and 

Ida. She was surprised that CWB had written to her and is glad that Ida is feeling 

better. She describes her own home and work situation in some detail, including 

the observation that she has completed thirty years of teaching in the California 

schools. May 21, 1944 

157.22  Letter from Ada Hershberger, postmarked San Gabriel, Califorinia, to CWB and 

Ida. Her comments include recognition of Ida being bedfast with 

acknowledgement of the patience needed. She writes: “Father [Elias Hershberger] 

once said to me, ‘I guess you can teach school. I think you have more patience 

than most of the others.” July 3, 1944 

157.23  Notation on the back of a calendar sheet of May 1944 designating “July 22 – 1 

brown heart tablet” and “July 23 – 1 to have 2 Brown heart tablets.” May 1944  

157.24  Letter from Cora Bender (nee Hershberger; Mrs. Christian J. Bender, Fresno, 

California, to her sister Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB). She hopes Ida will be able “to be 
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up and around again.” She writes of moving and mentions Ada Shetler Yoder of 

Iowa and various individuals not identified at this writing. December 18, 1944 

157.25  Letter from Frieda Brooks, Cambridge, Maryland, to Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB). 

Names mentioned in the letter are Cora and Christian J. Bender, Annie Lee 

Schrader, and her sons being in the military. She asks if CWB still goes to 

minister in the church in Delaware. December 26, 1944 

157.26  Letter from Ada Hershberger, postmarked San Gabriel, California, to her sister, 

Ida Bender (Mrs. CWB). She tells about her trip west, apparently a trip after 

visiting her back home area at Salisbury, Pennsylvania. Six pages of personal 

news with reference to individuals by first name only. December 30, 1944  

157.27  Letter by Ida Bender, (Mrs. CWB) to siblings or cousins. This letter was written 

as Ida’s contribution to a family circle letter. It was found in an envelope 

addressed to Miss Fanny Bender (Ida’s daughter), postmarked with only 

Pennsylvania visible as the address. The following inscriptions are on the 

envelop: “Circle Letter,” “Do not destroy,” “Mammas last circle letter.” Ida states 

that she had received the circle letter “yesterday” and “read it again this morning.” 

She apologizes for using pencil, but states that she is writing in bed and is too 

shaky to use pen. She feels some regaining of strength and was on the rocking 

chair daily for a while, but has some difficulty breathing. She expresses sympathy 

for her cousin Lena who has much illness in her family. She invites a nice long 

letter from Annie Yoder, stating that she has plenty of time to read it. Ida died on 

February 6, 1945, eleven days after the date of this letter. January 26, 1945   

157.28  Letter from Ada Hershberger, San Gabriel, California, to her sister, Ida Bender (Mrs. 

CWB). She gives four pages of personal news, including information about work on the ranch. 

February 1, 1945 

157.29  Post card from MEB, sent from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Gives 

itinerary and experiences about his trip. The writer refers to CWB as Uncle and is 

travelling by himself. MEB not identified. February 13, 1945 

157.30  Card of acknowledgement of expressions of sympathy, sent by “The Miller 

Family.” [When listing this item, I noted the return address as merely E.S.M. It 

occurred to me that sending a greeting card may have been rather unusual in the 

Amish Mennonite setting of the time and the family of Elias and Catherine 

(Beachy) Miller would have been prone to do such a courtesy. Catherine died on 

February 21, 1945. She was known in our Pennsylvania German nomenclature as 

die Aley Kett (Eli Kate). I remember attending her funeral as a nearly twelve-
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year-old. – David I. Miller.] Envelope is postmarked Grantsville, Maryland, 

February 27, 194 

 

157.31  Letter from Naomi Smoker, written from Scottdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB. She 

describes her acute illness and hospitalization, expresses regret that visits and 

letters to CWB have been delayed, and expresses a desire to hear CWB preach. 

October 25, 1945  

157.32  Letter from Mollie Mason, Swanton, Maryland, to CWB. She apologizes for not 

having “come down” as she had stated she would and explains their busy-ness 

with moving. She refers to Elmer Friend buying the farm and metions family 

members John and Forest.  She received a Christmas greeting from Cora Bender. 

December 26, 1945  

 

 

 

158. [file folder] – 1941-1945 – Historical Items 

158.1  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB about the prospect of a 

Bender genealogy. Shows ambivalent interest. Mentions illness of Henry Miller, 

deacon of East Union church. January 15, 1941 

158.2  Letter from Mennonite Publishing House, Scottdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB, in 

reponse to CWB’s inquiry for a quote for printing his forthcoming book, 

Descendants of Daniel Bender. February 4, 1942 

158.3  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB about participation in 

the compilation of the Daniel Bender genealogy and some ideas for the work. 

March 4, 1941 

158.4  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB concerning forms and 

methods and contacts for gathering information for the Bender genealogy. 

Discusses details of the book, such as size and writer of the Introduction. Sample 

forms enclosed.  March 17, 1941 

158.5  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB concerning forms for 

gathering information for the Bender genealogy. Includes a paragraph about his 

typewriter. April 2, 1941 

158.6  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, concerning some 

financial matters. Reference is made to the possible sale of timber, possibly in 

Somerset County and possibly owned jointly by Valentine and CWB or by the 
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heirs of Wilhelm Bender. CWB was involved in investigating something. “Aunt 

Barbara,” sister of Valentine, was married to Conrad Wisseman. Mr. Jones is not 

identified for these comments. States his pleasure in knowing of CWB compiling 

a Bender genealogy.  April 7, 1941 

158.7  Letter from Samuel W. Bender (brother of CWB), Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, 

concerning subscriptions to the Bender genealogy. He notes that his own interest 

in the project has waned, but that his son George Bender secured some 

subscriptions. July 18, 1941 

158.8  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber (Daniel B. Swartzendruber), Kalona, Iowa, to 

CWB concerning subscriptions to the forthcoming Bender genealogy. Enclosed 

with the letter is a worksheet by CWB for developing a cover letter for the 

solicitation of subscribers. July 24, 1941 

158.9  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, concerning 

subscriptions for printing the genealogy. Also mentions conversation about it with 

Harold S. Bender. September 1, 1941 

158.10  Form with sixteen signatures of subscribers pledging a specified payment into a 

fund to be used for printing the Bender genealogy. No date. 

158.11  Letter from A. J. Metzler of Mennonite Publishing House, Scottdale, 

Pennsylvania, regarding the cost of printing the Daniel Bender genealogy. 

December 24, 1941 

 158.12  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, regarding the project 

of compiling the Daniel Bender genealogy. He writes about printing forms and 

envelopes for use in collecting material for the Daniel Bender genealogy. He 

refers to not knowing the date of birth and death of Daniel Bender. The 1948 

genealogy does not give a birth date and it gives a mistaken death date. The date 

given in the edition of 1985 is based on information in the church record in 

Wohra, Germany, when I (David I. Miller) visited Langendorf a few years before 

the publication (see p. 10 of The Daniel Bender Family History.) January 2, 1942  

158.13 Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, regarding the project 

of compiling the Daniel Bender genealogy, concerned about having forms and 

envelops and related material printed. February 11, 1942 

 158.14  Letter from A. J. Metzler of Mennonite Publishing House, Scottdale, 

Pennsylvania, to CWB about the printing of genealogy forms, apparently ordered 

by CWB for compilation of Descendants of Daniel Bender which was published 
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in 1948. Also mentions D. B. Swartzendruber (Daniel B. Swartzendruber). 

February 20, 1942 

 158.15  Letter from Silas Hertzler on Goshen College letterhead, Goshen, Indiana, to 

CWB concerning a genealogy blank form. February 28, 1942 

158.16  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, regarding the project 

of compiling the Daniel Bender genealogy. He writes about division of families in 

collecting information and the numbering system to be used in the book. March 

16, 1942 

158.17  Letter from Pauline, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. The writer refers to 

“forms,” almost certainly forms for gathering information for the genealogy, 

Descendants of Daniel Bender, published in 1948. Pauline is considered to be 

Pauline Beachy (Mrs. Alvin D. Beachy), since she was a Bender descendant with 

a son Lester Beachy whom she says did not get chicken pox. March 17, 1942 

158.18  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, regarding the project 

of compiling the Daniel Bender genealogy. He writes about sending out and 

receiving the information forms. March 31, 1942 

158.19  Letter from C. W. Beerbower, New Wilmington, Pennsylvania, to CWB. A letter 

from CWB about information concerning the Bender family was shown to him by 

Henry Byler of the Amish settlement. Mr. Beerbower is involved with a 

Beerbower family history and is interested in information from CWB about the 

names of Laub or Hains in eastern Pennsylvania. He refers to the Christoff Bender 

as arriving on the ship Mortonhouse in Philadelphia with 80 Palatinates in 1728. 

April 11,1942 

158.20  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, written from University Hospital, Iowa, to 

CWB, regarding the project of compiling the Daniel Bender genealogy.He states 

that the work is at a stand-still because of vision problems. Post marked April 24, 

1942 

158.21  Letter from George (identified as George Bender, son of Samuel W. Bender, a 

brother of CWB ), Kalona, Iowa, to “Dear Uncle” (considered with near certainty 

to be CWB). He writes about their busy-ness with farm projects (turkeys and 

corn) and “about the history.” evidently referring to the genealogy, Descendants 

of Daniel Bender, published later in 1948. May 5, 1942 

158.22  Letter from Barbara (identified as Barbara Bender Yoder [Mrs. Mose W. Yoder], 

fam. # 5285 in DDB), McMinnville, Oregon. In addition to referring to the forms 

for the compilation of Descendants of Daniel Bender, published later in 1948, she 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

150  

 

shares news about family and farm operations and [Amish] church services held 

in their home. May 5, 1942 

158.23  Envelope (approximate dimension 9” X 3 ¾”) with return address of Mrs. Mose W. 

Yoder, McMinnville, Oregon, and addressed to C. W. Bender. Inscribed on the envelope: “S. W. 

Bender Family Letters.” Some of those letters are listed in this section. The address of CWB is 

printed in large letters, apparently sent out by CWB when sending out the information forms for 

the Bender genealogy. Postmark: May 8, 1942 

158.24  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, regarding the project 

of compiling the Daniel Bender genealogy. Also refers to his optical problems 

and the illness of his daughter Mary Swartzendruber. He notes that his hired man, 

Elmer Schrock, went back to Maryland to attend the funeral of his brother-in-law, 

having travelled with Norman Schrock and Daniel Hoilman. August 26, 194 

 

158.25  Letter from an undisclosed writer of Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. The letter deals with 

submitting a form of information for the compilation of Descendants of Daniel 

Bender, published later in 1948. The writer gives news about family and farm and 

refers to “Father S. W. Bender,” to a sister Barbara of Oregon, and to a son 

Samuel going to school as a third-grader. Those features, along with an 

inscription at the top of the sheet, “From Mrs. Bender,” identify the writer as Mrs. 

Chriss Bender, Fam. #5310 in DDB. August 31, 1942 

158.26  Letter from Caroline (surname, address, and date not given and the envelope is 

not available) to “Dear Brother and Sister.” Since this letter was found with other 

letters related to the compilation of Descendants of Daniel Bender, published later 

in 1948, it likely was generated in that context. Also, the letter states, “i guess this 

will be some book till it get done.” The writer comments: were glad for shems and 

floid [Floyd] shot [short] visit. Undated, but likely 1942 

158.27  Letter from Daniel B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. He writes about 

the genealogy project in terms of the wording to be used in the family entries. 

January 26, 1944 

158.28  Letter from Daniel B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Includes mention 

of the genealogy project and his intentions to return to more concentration on it. 

He mentions his twelve-year involvemet as teacher to the old men’s Sunday 

school class. He refers to his grandchildren and the number of children in the 

homes of each of his children. He mentions the war-time scarcity of gas and his 

son’s resultant inability to travel to Iowa, and the scarcity of paper for the printing 
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of the genealogy and publications of Mennonite Publishing House.  August 7, 

1944   

158.29  Pamphlet: “Will He Ever Get Enough,” letters by Ernest O. Kooser, Somerset, 

Pennsylvania, reprinted from various newspapers, dealing with various political 

and economic issues. Postmarked October 30, 1944  

158.30  Pamphlet: “The Unfinished Bill or Rights,” concerned about economic freedom 

as a right parallel to religious freedom. April 1, 1945 

158.31  Letter from Grace Lichty, Oakland, Maryland, written on a “Hello there” 

greeting card, to CWB inquiring about the status and availability of Bender 

genealogy. July 11, 1945. 

158.32  Letter from D. B. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, concerning the 

Bender genealogy. Writes about the kind of paper and correspondence with 

Mennonite Publishing House and gives general news about weather and crops. 

Refers to the death of Mrs. Shem Swartzendruber.  November 27, 1945 

158.33  Letter from John D. Miller, Biglerville, Pennsylvania, to CWB, written on 

letterhead of The Biglerville National Bank. He gives family genealogical 

information, in response to CWB’s letter of the 17th, which may have been an 

inquiry for information for the Daniel Bender genealogy. He lists the military 

involvements of his son John and of the husbands of two of his daughters, Marion 

(Nevin H. Rupp) and Ann (Anna Virginia) (John W. Deardorff). John D. Miller 

was the son of Amish Mennonite preacher Jacob S. Miller. He comments about 

the negative aspects of war, but does not reflect the non-resistant stance of his 

background. The letter appears to bear a stamped date of December 21, 1945, but 

the envelope is postmarked December 11, 1945. 

 

159. [file folder] – 1941-1945 – Farm and Business 

159.1  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, concerning sale of timber 

apparently located in Somerset County. [There was a tract of land on Negro 

Mountain later owned by Milton Bender and Norman Bender, sons of Enoch 

Bender, and at the time of this writing (2008) owned by Oren C. Bender.] Speaks 

of guardianship, perhaps of the money. Names mentioned are Mr. Jones (a 

potential timber buyer), Sherman Davis, favored as timber buyer (had a sawmill 

in the 1940’s), Uncle Coon (likely Conrad Wisseman, married to Barbara Bender, 

dau. of Wilhelm Bender), Milt (Milton E. Bender), and Raymond Peachey (son of 

Ezra and Clara Peachey; Clara a daughter of Enoch Bender.)  May 2, 1941 
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159.2  Letter from Budd B. Boose, Attorney at Law, Somerset, Pennsylvania, explaining 

the process and cost of appointing a guardian for Amanda Wisseman. The inquiry 

seems related to a timber deal on land in which Amanda held interests. He 

mentions Mr. Jones, a timber buyer, and the Wisseman family and Nevin Bender. 

May 15, 1941 

159.3  Letter from Nevin Bender to CWB regarding sale of timber with mention of Coon 

[Conrad Wisseman], Sherman Davis [dealer in timber], and Boose (lawyer in 

Somerset]. Also refers to a wedding of Rosy and the good process involved with 

the bride and groom [Rosy Bender and Mark Schrock were married June 8, 1941], 

and the drowning death of Allen Hershberger [see Huber, Eyes of Faith, p. 210] 

This letter is not dated and was found out-of-envelope, but contextually belongs 

to circa 1941. 

159.4  Tax Statement of Valentine Bender on property owned in Somerset County, 

Pennsylvania. Grantors listed are Bender & Haning and William Bender. October 

7, 1941 

159.5  List of heirs of Wilhelm Bender with money amounts with each name. Names 

listed (some by initials): Gideon W. Bender, Jonas Brenneman, Barbara 

Wisseman, Valentine Bender, Katie Byler, Samuel W. Bender, and Hershberger 

heirs – William Hershberger, Lydia, Lena, Lizzie Rhodes, Barbara 

Swartzentruber. This document is undated. It is on the letterhead of Val Bender, 

Manufacturer of Woolen Goods, Carding, Spinning, Weaving and Coloring, 

Shipping point: West Salisbury, Pennsylvania. The use of this paper seems to date 

it earlier than the Bender move to Greenwood, Delaware. But it is found in an 

envelope with a post mark of 1941 and the tax statement of 1941. Do the money 

amounts represent the share of receipts to each from the sale of timber? The paper 

is here assigned, perhaps erroneously, to 1941.  

159.6  List of material used in tailoring a suit for Alvin H. Yoder. The materials include 

blue serge cloth, black lining, canvas, haircloth, wadding and padding, and hooks 

and eyes. The total cost: $7.98. This item can be identified as one of the tailoring 

jobs done by Ida Bender. She frequently made plain (straight-cut) suits for men 

and boys. [On a personal note, I remember as a boy of adolescent or young teen 

age being taken to Grandma’s house to be measured for a suit and return trips to 

try it on while the suit was being tailored. This was a plain suit with hooks and 

eyes on the coat. I recall sorting through the Amish Mennonite idea of non-

ornamentation in clothing and comparing that concept with Grandma sewing 
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padding and wadding into the shoulders of the coat, a feature which I thought was 

for cosmetics only. I had thought that my grandmother would not resort to such 

vanity. – David I. Miller] The paper is not dated, but bears a date on the opposite 

side of the sheet, along with an entry of Salisbury, Pa., Meyersdale, Pa., Apple-

snitz/dried apples and the date of September 22, 1944  

159.7  Letter from Milton L. Swartzentruber, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB concerning 

the sale of coal by contracted royalty or to sell “out right.” This may refer to coal 

on land owned by the Valentine Bender heirs or mineral rights held by them on 

land previously owned by Valentine Bender. April 3, 1945 

159.8  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Mentions arriving at 

the Crist Yoders (Christian J. Yoder) to talk matters over about the Dorsey’s. 

[Evidently refers to Dorsey and Anna (Yoder) Wisseman, she a daughter of 

Christian and Amanda (Miller) Yoder, lived at times in Delaware, California, and 

Maryland; their boys at intervals attending Yoder School. The family was known 

for its poverty; he the son of a cousin of Nevin Bender.] Speaks of paying CWB 

for selling coal, perhaps from land on the Wilhelm Bender or Valentine Bender 

estate. Mentions Austin Bender and Mary Olive Yoder being received into church 

membership in Delaware, while regretting the nature of the situation, perhaps 

referring to a trend then of some young people transferring membership from 

Delaware to escape some of the Casselman River Church’s regulations [in the 

case of Mary Olive Yoder, to attend nursing school if my memory is correct. – 

David I. Miller, 2008]. September 6, 1945  

159.9  Letter from George W. Beiler, Ronks, Pennsylvania, to CWB, in response to an 

inquiry from CWB concerning sources for purchasing men’s clothing, especially 

men’s plain or straight-cut suits. During some or much of the adult life of Ida 

(Mrs. CWB), she tailored plain suits for men and boys. (Since Ida had a ministry 

or business of tailoring suits, this item is placed under “Farm and Business.”) This 

inquiry suggests that, with Ida’s decease in February of the year of this letter, 

CWB was interested in help men to find a source for such clothing. This letter 

gives information on suppliers of suits as well as suppliers of the material and 

accessories for such clothing. In further comment, the writer notes that Lancaster 

City had no bus or trolley service due to a strike and comments further: “Seems as 

soon as the nations quit, the local people start.”  The comment interpreted: Now 

that World War II has ended, the local people begin to fight. September 19, 1945  
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159.10  Forms issued by the Office of Price Administration (OPA) of the Department of 

Agriculture related to rationing of some foods and required permissions for 

slaughtering animals. In the face of World War II, the OPA placed restrictions on 

the slaughtering of animals for meat purposes and the distribution of the meat. 

Farmers were required to have a permit for selling or giving away meat in order to 

“make it easier for the armed forces to get what they need” and to “permit more 

people to get their share of the meat.” A letter of 1945 from the OPA states that 

restrictions were practically withdrawn. Dates on these papers include December 

31, 1944, April 1945, December 5, 1945 

 

160. [file folder] – 1941-1945 – Other 

 

160.1  Petition from “citizens and tax payers of Elk Lick Township, Somerset county, Pa..” to 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, asking for 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

155  

 

revision of school attendance regulations so that fifteen year-olds who have passed the 

eighth grade county school examination be granted permits for farm work. This 

copy of the petition is not dated or signed. It is held in an envelope stamped 

January 30, 1942. The return address on the envelope – Mennonite parochial 

School Ass’n Smoketown, PA,  – is not explained. circa 1942 

160.2  Coupons and related forms for purchase of some items controlled by the United 

States Office of Price Administration during World War II. Included are War 

Ration Books issued to CWB, his wife Ida Bender, and daughter Fannie Bender 

(cover only). Items under control and for which coupon books or applications 

were provided include gasoline, sugar, rubber boots, rubber shoes, and 

supplemental driving. [Personal Memory: Going as guests to the homes of friends 

or relatives, such as for a Sunday noon meal after church, was typically done 

during the war years only if at least approximately en route.] Personal 

descriptions on the coupon books indicate CWB at age 66 as 5 feet, 8 inches in 

height, 190 pounds, eyes brown and hair brown and gray; Ida at age 65, 5 feet, 5 

½ inches; 185 pounds, eyes gray, hair brown/gray. 1942   

160.3  Report of Motor Vehicle Accident. CWB was involved in a collision with a 

bicycle ridden by Ray Wengerd. The report cites Wengerd with driving on the 

wrong side of the road. Does not cite CWB with any traffic violation. Ray, age 

22, suffered a bruised hand and abdominal wound. June 29, 1942   

 160.4  Memorial card in memory of William Bender (1871-1935) and Susan Bender 

(1871-1943). William was a nephew of CWB. See Family #3440 in the Daniel 

Bender genealogy of 1985. Susan died in 1943. 

 

161. [file folder] – 1946-1950 Church Administration  

See also Folder #194 Church Building Project (1946-1948) 

No. 161-A Local Church – General 

161-A.1  Letter from Shem Peachey, Arthur, Illinois, to CWB concerning the possibility 

of one or two ordinations (minister and deacon) in the Casselman River 

Congregation. April 23,  1946   

161-A.2  Letter from Henry Yoder, Grantsville, Maryland, enclosing check for church 

house fund. Likely Henry Yoder, son of Edward M. Yoder. June 15, 1946 

161-A.3  Post card from Shem Peachey, Arthur, Illinois, to CWB. Mentions cancellation 

of trip east as earlier perceived and that CWB should be free to proceed with “the 

work” without waiting for Shem’s presence. This likely refers to the event of an 

ordination. Post marked August 10, 1946 

161-A.4  Letter from Shem Peachey, Arthur, Illinois, to CWB. Main concern: arranging 

to be at Grantsville for the upcoming ordinations in the church there. [This was 

the occasion in which Simon Beachy was ordained deacon and Mark Peachey, 

Shem’s son, was ordained minister.] Invites CWB to visit them in Illinois. Names 

visitors whom they entertained in Illinois.  August 17, 1946 

161-A.5 Treasurer’s Report of operating expenses and forwardings of the Casselman 

River Conservative Amish Mennonite Church for the fiscal year of 1946. 
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161-A.6  Note signed by Susie Schrock (Mrs. Benjamine Schrock), a widow, giving 

approval for her son, Noah Schrock, to marry Trevola McDonald.  February 13, 

1947  

161-A.7  Questionnaire from Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 

Washington, with details of the local Conservative Amish Mennonite Church. 

March 29, 1947 

161-A.8  Letter from Department of Health, First Sanitary District, Oakland Maryland, to 

Raymond Beitzel, requesting that the enclosed check of $5 “be given to your 

church.” The background or reason for this transaction is not explained. April 28, 

1947  

161-A.9  Note from Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Beitzel to CWB giving parental approval for the 

marriage of their son, Elvin Beitzel to Vera Eichorn. August 25, 1947 

161-A.10  Note from Mr. and Mrs. Lee Scheffel to CWB giving parental approval for the 

marriage of their daughter Vera Eichorn to Elvin Beitzel. August 26, 1947 

161-A.11  Letter from Barbara Maust (later Barnhart), Cheswold, Delaware, to CWB 

with reference to a check for the building fund. January 12, 1948 

161-A.12  Note from Roy Beitzel to “Dear Brother,” conveying the offering received at 

Cherry Glade to the treasury. April 4, 1949 

161-A.13 Permission by parents – Bert and Sue Yoder and Monroe and Amelia Yoder – 

for the marriage of a daughter and a son respectively – Norman Yoder and Martha 

Yoder. The permission notes are not dated, but the marriage occurred on October 

9, 1949 

161-A.14  Plan for Aid to Elmer L. Maust, Grantsville, Maryland, involving a loan from 

the Joel E. Hershberger fund willed to the church to assist those in need. Loaned 

without interest with repayment directly from the dairy to which milk was sold. A 

paper is attached certifying the dairy to make quarterly payments to Roy Beitzel, 

treasurer of the Board of Trustees of the local congregation. January 1950 

161-A.15  Plan for financial aid to Gorman Beitzel from the Joel E. Hershberger Fund by 

way of a loan to be paid back without interest. February 2, 1950  

161-A.16  Letter (form letter) from T. E. Schrock, president of the Board, and Oscar 

Leinbach, Secretary of Michigan Mennonite Bible School, Fairview, Michigan, to 

CWB. Addressed to pastors of students attending. Soliciting funds, especially to 

cover the costs of missionaries and ministers (who may have been tuition-free.) 

Postmarked February 23, 1950 

161-A.17  Letter from Mr and Mrs. David L. Stutzman to CWB giving consent for the 

marriage of their son Maynard Stutzman to Lois Yoder. March 23, 1950  

 

No. 161-B Activities – Including Evangelistic meetings, Bible Conferences. etc. 

161-B.1  Letter from Emanuel Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, inquiring about the 

best time for him to do meetings at Grantsville. Nevin Bender at Pigeon at the 

time. January 7, 1946 

161-B.2  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, responding to 

an invitation to minister in the Casselman River congregation, preferring to be 
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excused. Explains their schedule, including Florida. Refers to minister Albert S. 

Miller in reference to Stark County, Ohio. Florida trip to include a visit in 

Mississippi with Simon Millers.  October 24, 1946 

161-B.3  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, with an invitation 

for CWB to participate in the upcoming dedication service of the new church 

building of Greenwood Mennonite Church. Emanuel Peachey scheduled to be 

there for dedication followed by a series of meetings. This letter written when en 

route to Allen County, Indiana, for work with the church there. Mailed from 

Philadelphia. November 14, 1947 

161-B.4  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB and Mark 

Peachey, concerning Mark going to Iowa to conduct meetings.  September 28, 

1949 

 

No. 161-C Membership, Certificates, Communion, Confessions 

161-C.1  Letter from Mary Olive Yoder, Eastern Mennonite School,  Harrisonburg, 

Virginia, to CWB. A letter of confession of a sin in her life in the past – unkind 

feelings and speech about those who opposed her going to school. In news, 

mentions Ansel Miller and Lydia (Beachy) Miller (Mrs. Simon S.). February 19, 

1946 

161-C.2  Letters (2) from Alvin and Virginia Eichorn requesting membership certificates 

(church letters) for transfer of membership to another church. The second letter 

reiterates their intentions to transfer. July 3 and August 4, 1946 

161-C.3  Letter from Henry E. Yoder, Hollsopple, Pennsylvania, to CWB with 

apology/confession concerning standards of the congregation when a member of 

the Casselman River Amish Mennonite church and other instances. [Henry grew 

up at Grantsville, two or three miles north on Dorsey Hotel Rd., married Esther 

Eash of Hollsopple.] December 18, 1947 

161-C.4  Letter from Richard Bender, written from Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, 

addressing him as “Dear Grandpa” and inquiring about the communion service 

schedule at Grantsville and also asking permission to participate in the 

communion service in Delaware if preferred because of schedules.  March 22, 

1948 

161-C.5  Letter from Richard Bender, Clarence, New York, to his grandfather, CWB, 

seeking permission to take communion in New York. March 21, 1949 

161-C.6  Letter from Laban Peachey, Harrisonburg, Virginia (at Eastern Mennonite 

College) to CWB. Refers to a previous letter from CWB and implies that a 

misunderstanding (which is not detailed in this letter) had occurred. Testifies to 

his desire to be in the Lord’s will.  September 23, 1949 

 

No. 161-D Disunity Crisis of 1949ff 

161-D.1  Notes (typed) on congregational council on the issues of college attendance and 

election of singing school instructor. The individuals offering their comments are 

designated only by initials of first and last name, leaving uncertainty of many of 
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the designations. The paper is not dated, but one comment places at least the first 

council into 1949. The terms “First Council” and “Second Council” apparently 

refer to two different occasions when the matters were brought to the church. 

Consulting the preaching log of Ivan J. Miller may reveal the occasions on which 

the “councils” were taken.  1949 

161-D.2  Letter from Ivan J. Miller, written from the home of Menno Schrock in Goshen, 

Indiana, to CWB, apparently responding to a request for counsel on whether or 

not to proceed with a communion service because of some unresolved questions. 

IJM responds to say that questions such as singing school and college attendance 

should not stop plans for a communion service. Postmarked October 13, 1949 

161-D.3  Statement apparently read to the congregation (Casselman River ) about method 

of electing a singing school instructor, with conclusion: “That the instructor for 

singing school be elected by the singing school group from nominations made by 

the ministry.”  October 20, 1949 

161-D.4  Statement “To be read to the church” explaining the pastoral decision not to call 

for a communion service. Notes disagreement about the question of college 

attendance and “certain other church regulations.” November 6, 1949 

161-D.5  Reports of responses of church members to the question of permitting college 

attendance away from home. These reports are three in number, each by a  

minister of the congregation as he reports the responses of the members seated 

that morning in the section of the sanctuary assigned to him. Method of receiving 

responses: after presentation of a question or proposal, some or all of the ministers 

would go from pew to pew to receive a response from each member. Before 

English was adopted as standard for such occasions, a frequent response may 

have been, “Ich hab kay ulfenhalt” (Ich habe kein aufenhalt; I have no objection) 

or “Ich bin zu frida” (Ich bin zufrieden; I am satisfied, or I am at peace with the 

proposal.” This record apparently did not try to record the more routine responses 

or those who expressed satisfaction either way, but rather the comments. This was 

not a vote by numbers so much as a search for consensus. Of the three lists, one 

bears a note by Ivan J. Miller, indicating that he constructed the list. An other list 

was done by S. D. B., evidently referring to Deacon Simon D. Beachy, who 

received responses on the women’s side of the aisle (seating was by gender 

segregation.). A third list bears no name, but is distinguished by the nature of the 

type and presumably is that of Mark Peachey.  January 8, 1950 

161-D.6  Statement by CWB on his position in regard to church policy on college 

attendance, apparently read to the church on January 8, 1950. 

161-D.7  Letter from Emanuel Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB, regarding a 

schedule for Emanuel to be at Grantsville, for meetings.  January 9, 1950 

161-D.8  Statement from the ministers of the Casselman River congregation to the 

congregation, formulated after meeting with Emanuel Swartzendruber. The 

proposal to the congregation is given in five points regarding (1) college 

attendance permitted, (2) singing school instructor be elected by the singing 

school group from nominations presented by the ministers, (3) Church Hymnal be 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

159  

 

place in the racks of the pews, (4) other church regulations be faithfully observed, 

(5) all grievances be forgiven and laid down.  January 30, 1950 

161-D.9  Statement (in the handwriting of Ivan J. Miller, apparently presented to the 

congregation on method of electing singing school teachers. Undated. 

161-D.10  Statement by CWB giving a history of the Casselman River Amish Mennonite 

Church’s prohibition of college attendance and an expression of his own view on 

the issue, but willing to submit to a change if so decided by the congregation. 

These papers bear no date or signature. There identification of origin being CWB 

is based on three factors: (1) the papers are among the CWB papers, (2) the 

message is reminiscent of CWB’s views, and (3) personal memory [David I. 

Miller]of CWB making the same or similar statement to the congregation. circa 

1950 

161-D.11  Petition “To the Ministry of the Conservative Church of the Casselman Valley 

District,” from a group of signers, requesting that the local ministry make serious 

effort to come to agreement on issues and, if such fails, “the matter be turned over 

to the Executive Committee of Conference to dispose of as they see fit. Signed by 

about 67 members of the congregation. circa 1950  

161-D.12  Petition to the Executive Committee of Conservative Mennonite Conference 

asking for the Executive Committee to investigate the situation in the Casselman 

River Congregation. The petition bears about 37 signatures. May 30, 1950 

161-D.13  Petition to the Executive Committee of Conservative Mennonite Conference. 

Letter from Nevin Bender, moderator of the Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference, regarding a petition for help received from members of the 

congregation, suggesting that the local ministers formulate a plan of action or that 

the Executive Committee may need to work with the local situation. September 

30, 1950 

161-D.14  Petition to the Executive Committee of Conservative Mennonite Conference 

Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Notes having 

received inklings indicating dissatisfaction in the Casselman River congregation 

and expresses the need for the Executive Committee of the Conference to do an 

investigation. Expresses regret about the situation and necessity of investigation. 

[Personal memory: I recall Bishop C. W. Bender reading this letter to the 

congregation on a Sunday morning at Maple Glen and the composure and 

detectable pain with which he read. I understand him to have been in a stage of 

mistrust of an Executive Committee which represented a generation younger than 

he and not strong in much of the Amish ethos and views. To my own surprise, I 

am shedding a few tears as I type these words fifty-seven years later with 

memories and feelings of those years coming back to me.] October 18, 1950 

161-D.15  Petition to the Executive Committee of Conservative Mennonite Conference 

Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. He had hoped “that 

we could arrange to come till [by] Sunday, but we will hardly be able to arrange 

to come before some time in December.”  “We” presumably refers to the 

Conference Executive Committee. November 9, 1950  
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161-D.16  Petition to the Executive Committee of Conservative Mennonite Conference 

Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, announcing his plans 

to arrive in “your community” December 15 or 16.  November 22, 1950 

161-D.17  Petition to the Executive Committee of Conservative Mennonite Conference 

Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Refers to the 

Executive Committee’s planned arrival on December 16. December 11, 1950  

161-D.18  Petition to the Executive Committee of Conservative Mennonite Conference. 

Letter (copy) from CWB to each member of the Conference Executive Committee 

(Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Emanuel Swartzendruber, Nevin Bender), suggesting 

that the minister for evangelistic meetings be someone not connected with the 

local situation and that moving into a program at the Coal Run mission not be 

pursued full scale until some details are discerned more fully. December 30, 1950  

161-D.18  Petition to the Executive Committee of Conservative Mennonite Conference 

Letter from Mark (context, subject, and form of signature, clearly point to Mark 

Peachey) to “Dear Brethren.” He is concerned about the issue of permitting 

attendance at college away from home and leaves this message with the other 

ministers before departing for Indiana for some ministry there. He clearly prefers 

that the door be opened for college attendance, but commits the matter to the Lord 

and the other ministers in his absence.  Circa 1950 

 

No. 161-E Christian Schools, including local 

161-E.1  Letter from Shem Peachey, Arthur, Illinois, to CWB. Expresses concern about 

apparent apathy on the part of the churches about the Christian schools and 

decries the possibility of the young people from the churches going to the 

consolidate public schools. May 18, 1946 

161-E.2  Minutes of a “preliminary meeting, looking toward the establishment of church 

controlled day schools. Ministers present: Joseph J. Yoder, Bennie Fisher, Menno 

Brenneman, Noah J. Yoder of the Old Order Amish; Norman Beachy, and Eli 

Tice, of the Beachy Amish Mennonites; C. W. Bender, J. B. Miller, and Ivan J. 

Miller of the Conservative Amish Mennonites. Also Evan J. Miller to report on a 

survey. Agenda included relationship of the Old Order Amish to the school 

movement, fund raising, provision of a ministerial committee for the schools, 

responsibilities of a board of directors. Page 2 includes the minutes of a meeting 

of ministers concerning the schools on August 13, 1946.    August 6, 1946 

161-E.3  Letter from Joseph J. Yoder, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, bishop of the Old Order 

Amish Mennonite congregation, to CWB, stating that the Old Order Amich wish 

not to join in the school effort by owning property or administering the schools, 

but by sending students and paying their “full share” of expenses.  August 9, 1946 

161-E.4  Report, apparently in the hand-writing of Ivan J. Miller, of a meeting held in the 

home of Ivan J. Miller of the ministers of the Conservative and Beachy 

congregations. Present were C. W. Bender, J. B. Miller, Norman Beachy, Eli 

Tice, Noah E. Yoder and Ivan J. Miller. (The placement of his name in this list 

also indicates IJM as the writer.) Reported that the action of the previous 
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ministers’ meeting of August 6, 1946, was accepted by the congregations on 

Sunday, August 11, 1946; the school trustees have reported willingness for the 

church organization to operate the schools. Appointment of charter members of a 

school board: Simon D. Beachy, Joel D. Beachy, and Noah M. Beachy for Cross 

Roads, and Evan J. Miller, Noah S. Beachy, Floyd C. Bender for Hillside. August 

13, 1946 

  161-E.5  Letter from Shem Peachey, Arthur, Illinois, to Ivan J. Miller, Grantsville, 

Maryland, inviting a visit in Illinois when IJM is en route to Iowa. Also states that 

he will address his concerns about the Christian school in a separate paper (See 

August 14, 1946).  August 13, 1946 

161-E.6  Report of two meetings concerned with organizating for operating two Christian 

Schools: Crossroads and Hillside (formerly D. Hay). Ministers present at the first 

meeting on August 6, 1946, were Joseph J. Yoder, Bennie Fisher, Menno 

Brenneman and Noah J. Yoder of the Old Order Amish; Norman Beachy and Eli 

Tice of the Beachy Amish Mennonites; and C. W. Bender, J. B. Miller, and Ivan 

J. Miller of the Conservative Amish Mennonites.  In the second meeting of 

August 13, 1946, the ministers appointed the following Board members – Cross 

Roads: Simon D. Beachy, Joel D. Beachy, Noah M Beachy. Hillside: Evan J. 

Miller, Noah S. Beachy, Floyd C. Bender.  In the first meeting, principles and 

basic structure for the operation of the school were laid out. August 1946 

161-E.7  Letter from Shem Peachey, Arthur, Illinois, to CWB, Jonas B. Miller, Ivan J. 

Miller, as ministers in the Casselman River congregation. Responds to a “letter 

from Bro. Ivan on Monday, with report of minister’s meeting on school question, 

and a request for my reaction and suggestions.” He then proceeds to recognize 

what was done as “good as far as it goes,” and comments at length on points of 

dissatisfaction in this  three-page letter. August 14, 1946 

161-E.8  Report from the trustees of the Cross Roads Parochial School concerning the 

administration of the school (patrons vs. church) with a decision for the church to 

be responsible for operation, but the patron’s organization retaining title to the 

property. Presented to the church on August 10, 1946 

161-E.9  Constitution and By-laws of the Amsih Mennonite parochial School Association 

of the Castleman River District, Somerset County, Pa., and Garrett County, Md. 

Appears to have been reproduced on a hecktograph. A few editorial changes 

indicated. A rather comprehensive four-page document. Circa 1946 

161-E.10  Display of “Plans offered by the Parochial School Board for consideration by 

the churches for the term of 1948-49. Three plans are offered as options 

concerning which grades and how many pupils and teachers would be required at 

each place between Cross Roads and Hillside. June 24, 1948 

161-E.11  Letter from Alvin Maust and wife Edna, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, sent to 

CWB,  expressing opposition to closing the D. Hay School. July 1, 1948 

161-E.12  Statement from Joel D. Beachy, secretary-treasurer of the school association, 

indicating the Casselman River Conservative Amish Mennonite share of expenses 

for Crossroads School wiring and equipment. Postmarked July 13, 1948 
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161-E.13  Letter from Kenneth H. Wagner of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 

responding to a plea for legislation which exempts children of farm settings and 

 certain ages from compulsory school attendance. October 4, 1948  

161-E.14  Letter from Fred P. Hare, Jr., of the Senate of Pennsylvania, to CWB. 

Acknowledges letter concerning release of children from compulsory attendance 

in the high school years and refers to the [Amish] “men presently confined to the 

Somerset County Jail for refusal to send some of their children to school. October 

5, 1948 

161-E.15  Notation of suggestions offered by Shem Peachey by phone concerning the 

Christian day schools, given in 5 points. Undated and unsigned except for and 

unidentified J. B. at the bottom of the sheet.  

 

No. 161-F Conference Related Material – General 

161-F.1  Letter (form letter, carbon copy) from Elmer G. Swartzendruber to C. W. 

Bender, giving the history and an update on the emerging church at Arthur, 

Illinois (later know as Sunnyside Mennonite Church). First organized in 1945 

with Shem Peachey and later Eli Swartzentruber serving interim pastorates and an 

ordination now pending. February 18, 1947 

161-F.2  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, addressed to thirteen 

pastors of Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference concerning the finances of 

Herold der Wahrheit and soliciting congregational subsidies to keep it afloat. 

Notes the value of HdW to both Conservative and Old Order constituencies. 

Pastors addressed are John B. Zook, Nevin Bender, C. W. Bender, Emanuel 

Swartzendruber, Levi M. Miller, Peter Swartz, Lloyd Boshart, John K. Bontrager, 

Samuel Eash, Edwin Albrecht, Harry Stutzman, Roman Miller, Andrew 

Farmwald.  October 4, 1948 

161-F.3  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to Bishops and Pastors 

of Conference concerning the circulation, finances, and responsibility for Herold 

der Wahrheit.  July 30, 1949 

 

No. 161-G Conference Missions 

161-G.1  Letter from Eli Swartzentruber, Greenwood, Delaware, with note stating that 

the letter is sent to “each bishop of our Conference,” giving an update on the 

mission work on Turner’s Creek, Kentucky, stating active support from some 

congregations and encouraging further support from the congregations throughout 

the Conference. October 28, 1947 

161-G.2  Report (mimeographed) from the Alvin Swartz family to The Members of the 

Cherry Glade Congregation, Bittinger, Maryland, telling of the work on Turner’s 

Creek after they “had been there for more than a year now.” Undated. Circa late 

1947 or early 1948. 

161-G.3  Report by Eli Swartzentruber, secretary of the Mission Board on visit to the 

field in Eastern Kentucky, one year after workers arrived on Turners Creek – 
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Alvin and Eula Swartz. Accompanied by David and Rhoda Showalter. Also 

visited Bowlings Creek – Frank and Gertrude Dutcher. April 7, 1948 

161-G.4  Letter from Nevin Bender, written from North Dakota, to CWB. Main topic: 

Flint Michigan, he having been there with Emanuel Swartzendruber and Emanuel 

Peachey to work toward an ordination for a minister to succeed Andrew Jantzi. 

Did not ordain, but arranged for Jesse and Clara Yoder to move there from Pigeon 

and take charge of the work without immediate ordination. Also refers to going to 

Alberta and the church or families in Hutchinson, Kansas.  July 2, 1948 

161-G.5  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB concerning the 

 possibility of Voluntary Service units of the Conference. March 5, 1949 

161-G.6  Letter from Alvin Swartz, Talbert, Kentucky, addressed to the church c/o Mark 

Peachey. A word of thanks for the items received in their mission location. 

December 7, 1949 

161-G.7  Report “To the Ministers of Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference,” from 

the Mission Board of the Conference, submitted by Mark Peachey, corresponding 

secretary of the Mission Board of Conference. Includes statements from the 

minutes of the Mission Board relevant to the opening of a Conference Voluntary 

Service program. 1950 

 

No. 161-H Inter-Mennonite Ministries, including MCC, Relief 

161-H.1  Letter from Alvin J. Miller (on letter head of The National Conference of 

Christians and Jews) to Atlee Beechy at Mennonite Central Committee regarding 

contacts by AJM with government offices regarding the availability of sugar for 

use in processing food for relief. September 25, 1946 

161-H.2  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, written from Sarasota, Florida, to CWB. 

Explains method of covering expenses for trips abroad by college people. 

Mentions explanation by Orie O. Miller. Notes Harold S. Bender’s trip was in the 

interests of the proposed Mennonite Encyclopedia. Simon Miller, where EGS had 

visited in Mississippi was a brother-in-law to EGS (married to sisters.) November 

19, 1946 

161-H.3  Letter (form) from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB 

concerning relief work in Europe and movement of refugees to Paraguay and 

exhaustion of MCC relief funds. Also a handwritten note on the back of the sheet 

referring to communication with “DBS,” apparently referring to Daniel B. 

Swartzendruber and the project of compiling the Bender genealogy.   March 22, 

1947 

161-H.4  Letter from Mennonite Central Committee workers in Poland to CWB and the 

Casselman River Congregation expressing thanks for the foods shipped from the 

congregation via MCC to their work and satisfaction in being able to bless those 

in need with it. Included among the MCC workers: Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Roth of 

Corfu, New York, and John J. Overholt, Hartville, Ohio 
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161-H.5  Letter from Frau Bena Wasserman, Bremen, Germany, with gratitude for a gift 

received, likely from the church at Grantsville through the post World War II 

relief work of Mennonite Central Committee. Postmarked February 10, 1947 

161-H.6  Letter from Pfarrer Reinhold Rieger, Millheim (Baden), Germany, to CWB. 

Expresses thanks for the gifts receive by his congregation via the Hilfswerk of the 

Evangelical Church. See translation in the notebook of CWB translations. July 21, 

1947 

161-H.7  Letter from a source in Germany to CWB. The available copy is a transcription 

of an original. The name of the writer and date of the letter are not given with the 

transcription. The envelope in which the transcription was found is addressed to 

C. W. Bender, Salisbury, Pennsylvania, USA. The date and location of the 

postmark has not been deciphered. It bears the stamp of Civil Censorship – 

Germany, passed by No. 20638. The return address on the back of the envelope is 

Emil Bieger, Vistoriaplatz 9, Darmstadt. The letter comes from a German couple 

who suffered server loss in World War II and received a relief package with the 

address of C. W. Bender enclosed. The letter writer is grateful for the aid received 

and, after description of current needs, requests further help. A translation of the 

letter is in the CWB translations notebook. Circa 1947 

161-H.8  Post card from Paul Usener, pastor in Armsheim, Germany, expressing 

gratitude for a “box of fruit” prepared by the Conservative Amish Mennonite 

congregation and received through Evangelische Hilfswerke. August 23, 1947  

161-H.9  Packet of twenty-eight letters from World War II victims in Europe expressing 

gratitude for food processed at Grantsville and distributed in Europe by 

Mennonite Central Committee. Dates of letters: 3 in December 1946, 19 in 1947, 

4 in 1948, 1 in 1950.  Countries: Germany 25, The Netherlands 1, Austria 2. 

Language: German 18, English 10.  One example of these letters is a letter of 

January 1, 1947, from S. Charlotte Preschel, Bremen, Germany, to CWB 

expressing gratitude for help received, by way of MCC, from the Casselman 

River Congregation. She describes her situation as a widow. 

 

Since these letters are written by Germans in modern German (and thus readable 

by anyone able to read German,) and since they do not necessarily shed light on 

the specifics of the local history, and in view of time constraints in processing the 

CWB materials for the Archives, I have chosen not to translate them (with one 

exception, which was translated before reaching this conclusion.) The MCC 

packaging had included the “In the Name of Christ” MCC label and also the name 

of the local congregation which prepared the items. In the case of The Casselman 

River congregation (Cherry glade, Oak Dale, Maple Glen), C. W. Bender was 

listed as the pastor and thus these responses were sent to him. [Personal memory: 

Work events in those post World War II years for canning soup or meat for MCC 

relief. In regard to soup, there was emphasis on putting quality meat into it so that 

the cost of containers and transportation is not used too much for shipping water. 

Two locations of these work events come to mind: Yoders Locker Plant at 
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Grantsville and the basement of the Simon and Verda Beachy home near the 

crossroads between Springs and Salisbury.  1946 to 1950   

161-H.10  Report on post-war relief in Europe. Refers to the Joseph Roths as 

“representing our conference.” 4 pages. March 23, 1950 

 

No. 161-I Military Draft, Conscientious Objection, CPS 

161-I.1  Note from Shem Peachey, with letter by Noah G. Good attached, with 

information to be sent to the Conference churches of a meeting of representatives 

of six eastern Mennonite Conferences to process the question of how to respond 

in the event of military conscription in the United States. June 11, 1946 

161-I.2  Letter (mimeographed) from Elmer G. Swartzendruber CWB and Ivan J. Miller 

concerning relief work and asking for information about boys in CPS. June 19, 

1946 

161-I.3  List of men from Conference churches and other related churches in CPS 

program as of July 1, 1946.  

161-I.4  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzentruber, Wellman, Iowa, to “Ex-Civilian Public 

Service Brethren,” with a request to complete and return an enclosed 

questionnaire. A report which lists the CPS men from the Conference and other 

related churches is enclosed also. July 18, 1947 

161-I.5  Letter (mimeographed) from Shem Peachey, Springs, Pennsylvania, sent to 

CWB, apparently addressed to the ministers of the Conference, concerning a new 

draft bill which became law and the role and activity of the MCC Peace Section in 

regard to the draft. Encloses a letter from Mennonite Central Committee, dated 

July 3, 1948, signed by Orie O. Miller, Secretary-Treasurer, and Ernest W. 

Lehman, Secretary of the Peace Section, on the same subject. Peachey also refers 

to MCC relief work in Europe and the need for funds for that ministry. July 22, 

1948  

161-I.6  Letter from Orie O. Miller and Ernest W. Lehman of the Peace Section of 

Mennonite Central Committee addressed to Ministers. Explains the new Selective 

Service System draft law. Various supporting documents are enclosed.  

September 22, 1948 

 

162. [file folder] – 1946-1950 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

162.1  Letter from Jacob R. Bender, Tavistock, Ontario, to CWB. He writes at length 

about their trip of three weeks which included visits with friends and in churches 

along with sight-seeing in Maryland, Washington, D. C., Virginia, Delaware, 

Pennsylvania, and Ohio. He writes with concern about Nevin Bender’s delay in 

completing the construction of house and barn and harvesting his crops while 

being in demand to minister away from home. He wonders about the local church 

giving more support with volunteers helping out.    

162.2  Letter from CWB to “Jacob,” responding to a request for information about an 

unidentified person who was a minister, had children, traveled much in preaching 

and teaching, and who, according to some, should have spent more time with his 
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family. The identity of the subject of Jacob’s inquiry is not known at this writing. 

January 24, 1946 

162.3  Letter from Alvin L. Maust, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB, using the quote 

of a local person to register a concern about owning Jeep vehicles, noting that 

Pearl Hay commented that “if he would do as he believed, he would not drive it.” 

A possible interpretation: the Jeep was considered to be a military vehicle, but had 

become available for general usage through army surplus channels and for a 

nonresistant Amish person to own one was seen as inconsistent.  May 16, 1946  

162.4  Letter from Alma Orendorf, Grantsville, Maryland, caretaker of Noah Brenneman 

in his illness (died June 1, 1948), to CWB, and in response to an inquiry from 

CWB on whether or not Noah desires to be served communion. Noah’s answer to 

Alma: “If I felt a little better.” When asked what if it were short: “I cannot enjoy 

anything.” [Personal memory: My father at times assisted in caring for both Noah 

Brenneman and Joel E. Hershberger in their later days of chronic illness and noted 

the comparison between the two. In their adult lives, Joel was known to be very 

particular in wanting everything in order and shipshape, whereas Noah seemed 

less concerned about such orderliness. But on there sickbeds, Noah seemed more 

difficult to satisfy and Joel, when asked what he may want, tended to say, “nix 

particularss” (nothing particularly.) Both men were on the Casselman River 

congregations ministerial team and were childless.”  May 17, 1946 

162.5  Letter from Laban Peachey, CPS Camp 85, Howard, Rhode Island, to CWB. Gives 

personal history of camp assignments at Grottoes, Powellsville, and Howard State 

Hospital. Describes his hospital work. June 8, 1946 

162.6  Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Eli J. Summy, Grantsville, Maryland, to CWB. This is a 

cover letter for forwarding a letter from Mrs. John King, Smyrna, Delaware, to 

the Summys, presenting an urgent need for a teacher in the Amish school at 

Dover, Delaware, hoping that CWB may be able to recruit a teacher from his own 

church. October 1, 1946  

162.7  Letter from John M. King, Smyrna, Delaware, to CWB, acknowledging CWB’s 

work in locating a teacher for their Amish school in the person of Barbara Maust. 

October 7, 1946 

162.8  Letter (Christmas form letter) from the Alvin Swartz family, Turners Creek, 

Kentucky, soon after their arrival there. Addressed to the congregation. 

Postmarked December 17, 1946 

162.9  Letter from John M. King, Smyrna, Delaware, to CWB. Writes in response to a 

letter from CWB and gives a positive testimonial of Barbara Maust, from 

Grantsville, as a teacher in the Amish school at Dover Delaware. January 20, 

1947 

162.10  Letter from Levi D. Bontrager, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB, asking for CWB’s 

understanding of the scriptural role of women in regard to teaching in public 

church settings. It refers to the following Scripture passages: “ I Cor. 14:34, I 

Timothy 2:8-13, Acts 18:24-27. Postmarked March 4, 1947 
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162.11  Letter from CWB to “Dear Brother Eli,” apparently in response to an earlier 

letter from the addressee asking for CWB’s view or explanation concerning the 

teaching ministry of women. The script of the letter is dim, apparently a copy 

made with carbon paper. The identity of Eli, the addressee, is not known. March 

1947. 

162.12  Note from Jonas B. Miller, Grantsville, Maryland, to CWB, as cover for an item 

not found in the envelope. After a wry single-sentence comment about the 

enclosure, this minister writes to his bishop (who was five years his chronological 

junior and eighteen years his junior in the ministry, as follows: “With expression 

of appreciation for your faithfulness and loyalty to duty in the past, may many 

years of vigor and capacity yet be left to you in the future, through the Grace of 

God.” CWB then was within one day of 72 years of age and JBM 76 years of age. 

October 4, 1947 

162.13  Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. He comments about 

observance of Christmas. He notes the death of Preacher Samuel Yoder and Jeph 

Hostetler’s agedness and church attendance pattern. He comments about the use 

of musical instruments and encloses a tract with the title “Instrumental Music in 

Worship is Sinful.” December 29, 1947  

162.14  Letter from John L Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Includes news about 

church events and concerns about trends in the church, including a tendency away 

from close communion and conservative dress. March 8, 1949.  

162.15  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Apparently 

responding to an inquiry from CWB about the possible help of a housekeeper/ 

Writes in some detail about their health and affairs and notes places of work and 

assistance in which some are involved. September 18, 1949 

162.16  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. News includes 

Harry Stutzman of Holmes County, Ohio, asking for assistance in deacon 

ordination; Samuel T. Eash being satisfied with the two ordinations in the Griner-

Townline churches in Indiana; a two-week Bible school pending in Iowa with 

Nevin Bender and Raymond Byler; health issues with people in Iowa, including 

Paul D. Gingerich and the William Nisly family. June 5, 1949 

162.17  Letter from Emanuel Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan. Gives detail of his trip 

home, information on when the annual conference is to be held in Pigeon, shows 

interest in CWB’s trip home, apparently from Belleville, refers to Jacob Esch as 

having gone to Arizona, includes emphasis of encouragement for CWB. February 

6, 1950.  

 

163. [file folder] – 1946-1950 – Personal Letters 

163.1  Letter from Moses C. Bender, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. This letter seems to be a 

response to a CWB inquiry for information for the Bender genealogy. The writer 

claims inability to supply the requested information. The German influence in the 

spelling of the writer’s English is of interest. On Moses C. Bender, see Daniel 

Bender Family History, Fam. #6510. January 2, 1946  



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

168  

 

163.2  Post card from Ezra and Clara (Bender) Peachey, Sarasota, Florida, to CWB, 

announcing schedule for return to Belleville. February 25, 1946 

163.3  Post card from Albert S. Miller and wife Maggie Miller, Kalona, Iowa, reporting 

their arrival home from their trip. August 8, 1946 

163.4  Letter on Christmas card from Betty and Pete Stevanus, apparently sent to CWB 

and wife Ida Bender. No address is given and the card is not dated. But details of 

the written message place the card into 1946. James Craig Stevanus was born to 

Garland Milton Stevanus and wife Gail (Robinson) Stevanus on November 2, 

1946. (See Family 1267 in Joel B. Miller History, 1997.) Garland was a grandson 

of Sarah Hersberger Yoder and husband Jonas D. Yoder. Sarah was a sister to Ida 

Hershberger Bender and to the Aunt Ada and Aunt Cora referred to in this letter. 

Betty and Pete Stevanus are shown to have lived in California. This being a 

Christmas card, it can be dated as December 1946  

163.5  Post card from Myra (Bender) Maust, Salisbury, Pennsylvania, to CWB, her 

father. Sent to Wellman, Iowa, where CWB apparently was visiting and/or 

ministering. Reference to Mrs. Claude Yoder apparently refers to Claude and 

Olive (Tice) Yoder. September 18, 1946  

163.6  Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Norman Bodes, Enid, Oklahoma, to CWB. Refers to 

having been at CWB’s house. Gives extensive family information, including son 

Marvin who had been in New York City and San Diego and “all through the 

European wars, apparently as a sailor. Note: I do not understand the formal or 

informal connection of this Bodes family with CWB. I do recall Bodes as a 

common surname in the Salisbury area. – David I. Miller  Date of letter: February 

12, 1947 

163.7  Letter from Christian J. Bender, Fresno, California, to CWB. Reports on his wife 

Cora being in the hospital with complications from a broken ankle. Describes a 

meeting in their big auditorium with many people receiving healing and noting 

that some did not have enough faith for healing. December 15, 1947 

163.8  Letter from Savilla Yoder (Mrs. David S. Yoder), Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB 

and his daughter Fannie. She writes about Ada’s (Ada K. Miller) (1880-1948) 

death and preceding events. Information from this letter and other sources indicate 

that Ada was living with Milton and Savannah (Bender) Swartzentruber during 

the last two years of her life, preceded by living with her cousin Lewis J. Schrock 

and, earlier with her mother and stepfather, Eli Gingerich, until his death. It 

appears that she was born to a nineteen year old single mother, Mary Kemp 

(1861-1898). With Ada having had the surname, Miller, apparently that was the 

name of her biological father. The middle initial K may have been derived from 

the maiden name of her mother. Lewis J. Schrock’s mother and Ada’s mother, 

were sisters with the maiden names Kemp. Ada K. Miller never married and had 

no descendants. Her mother died in 1898 when Ada was eighteen years of age. 

The information about Ada K. Miller is followed with further family news. Sources 

of information: Amelia Bender Swartzentruber, “Sketches from the Eli Gingerich Family 

History,” Casselman Chronicle, Vol. XIV, Nos. 1 and 2, 1974, pp. 6, 7; John M. Byler, Amish 
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Immigrants of Waldeck and Hesse, p. 92; Joel B. Miller History, p. 307; Obituary, Herald der 

Wahrheit, March 1, 1948, p. 160. Date of this letter: February 13, 1948    

163.9  Post card from Harvey Bender, son of CWB, sent from Middlebury, Indiana, while 

attending the annual conference. Report about 1250 people in attendance with a 

tent 150 feet long. June 10, 1948 

163.10  Letter from Naomi Smoker, sent from Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB. She refers 

to her itinerary of travel and that of George and Dorothy Smoker. She comments, 

“Fannie has my best wishes in her new relationship,” apparently referring to 

Fannie Bender’s engagement or marriage to Floyd J. Miller. August 4, 1948 

163.11  Letter from Cora Hershberger, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. She addresses him as 

“Dear Uncle.” Apparently CWB had contacted Cora Hershberger about working 

as his maid and housekeeper. Since the envelope return address lists M. M. 

Hershberger, Cora can be identified as a daughter of Moses M. Hershberger of 

Middlefield. See Fam. #5566 in the Bender genealogy (1985). October 29, 1948  

163.12  Letter from Norman and Bule(?) Bodes, Enid, Oklahoma, CWB and daughter. 

Shares family news, telling about a visit of family members from the east. A 

picture is enclosed of the Conrad Bodes’ children. The men are Norman Bodes, 

Harry Bodes, Clarence Bodes, and John Bodes. The women are Blanch, Linda, 

Jennie, and Kate. February 2, 1949 

163.13  Postal card as a wedding invitation from Ezra Gingerich and Cora Hershberger, 

postmarked at Fairbank, Iowa, April 11, 1949  

163.14  Letter from Annie Wisseman, Federal, Wyoming, to CWB. Writes about their 

church connections, their severe winter and their cattle. May 16, 1949 

163.15  Letter from Savilla Yoder (Mrs. David S. Yoder), Greenwood, Delaware, to 

CWB. A very newsy letter with reference to her mother (Mrs. Caroline Bender), 

Alvin D. Beachy family, including Pauline Beachy and Vivian Beachy, Jesse J. 

Yoder, Luke D. Yoder, David Yoder, Jr., Lydia Schrock, Nanna Bender 

Swartzentruber (Mr. Laban Swartzentruber), Norman Miller of Grantsville, 

Maryland, and his sister Eunice Miller, and Anna Yoder from Ohio. She encloses 

a check, apparently for payment of Bender genealogical books sold. May 13, 

1949  

163.16  Post card from Ada S., Fredericksburg, Ohio, to CWB. She received the books, 

likely referring to the Daniel Bender genealogy. June 16, 1949 

163.17  Letter from Fannie Calhoun, Aurora, Missouri, to CWB. As a daughter of 

Michael Bender, who was a brother to Wilhelm Bender, Fannie addresses CWB 

as “Dear Cousin.” She acknowledges receipt of the Bender genealogy and 

expresses high appreciation for it. She writes about her memories related to 

family and her experience when her father, Michael Bender, died. She lists some 

antiques in her possession. She wishes to see a paper copied mentioned by CWB 

as copied by her father, apparently referring to the paper mentioned by CWB in 

the 1948 Descendants of Daniel Bender, p. 5. [But see my comments elsewhere 

in the Table of Comments of questioning the authorship of the paper. – David I. 
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Miller] She encloses a picture of the Michael Bender house in Kansas and a 

picture of herself.  June 24, 1949 

163.18  Letter from Naomi Smoker, on board the M. S. Boschfontain, enroute to Africa. 

She expresses regrets about not having visited CWB when in the States. October 

9, 1949 

163.19  Letter from S. S. Hochstetler, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB. He mentions a 

letter in Herold der Wahrheit (October 15, 1949, p. 623) by Frau Katharina 

Bender of Philadelphia in which she offers to give German lessons to children 

who have difficulty reading and writing German. He wonders what CWB knows 

about it. He refers to Mike’s having a Bender genealogy book. S. S. Hochstetler 

is identifiable as Solomon Hochstetler, father of Katie, married to Milton N. 

Kinsinger (Fam. 2537 in Joel B. Miller History, Second edition.)  October 13, 

1949   

163.20  Letter from Annie Wisseman (widow of George C. Wisseman), North Fork, 

California, to CWB. They moved from Wyoming, due to recession of mining 

activities. Son Clayton moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico, for a job. Annie 

and son Marsh moved on to North Fork, California, and are living by themselves. 

She writes about her brother Dorsey’s family. October 17, 1949    

163.21  Note on Christmas card from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Bender Yoder to 

CWB. With mention of three sons getting married and specifically of son Luke’s 

wedding in Michigan on December 28, and this being a Christmas card, it can be 

dated as December 1949.  

163.22  Post/Christmas greeting card from Naomi Smoker (sent from Tanganyka) to 

CWB. She gave her brother George and wife Dorothy Smoker the Bender history 

which he gave for them. December 3, 1949 

163.23  Post card from Monroes [Monroe D. and Amelia Yoder], St. Augustine, Florida, 

to CWB, introduced by “Greetings to our Bishop.” December 29, 1949 

163.24  Post card from The Garver Brothers Co., Strasburg, Ohio, to CWB, responding to 

his inquiry about chenille bed spreads. (I recall Garver Brothers as a source for 

ordering dry goods (dress material, etc,) in by boyhood days, when all the dresses 

worn by my family where home-sewn. – David I. Miller) The front of the card 

pictures the Garver building with vintage cars parked in front. January 27, 1950 

163.25  Post card from “Monroes” [Monroe D. and Amelia Yoder], postmarked Hastings, 

Florida, to CWB, introduced by “Dear Bishop.” Notes that Menno Brenneman 

died and “I pity his wife with all those little children.” Speaks of Monroe’s fishing 

experiences. February 14, 1950 

163.26  Post card from “Vals” [Valentine Miller and wife Annie (Bender) Miller], 

Lynnhaven, Virginia, to CWB, addressing him as “Dear Uncle.” Reports arriving 

home and notes that CWB left his book in their car and asks whether to send it to 

him or to sell it. Apparently the book of CWB’s authorship, Daniel Bender 

genealogy. April 2, 1950 
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163.27  Letter from Mrs. Moses M. Hershberger, Fairbanks, Iowa, to CWB. She writes 

about the loss of their house and most of their personal belongs by fire and their 

efforts to build a new house. Names mentioned in the letter are Ura Gingerich, 

Amos Gingerich, John Chupp, Clarence Bender, Annie Zook. She encloses a 

check for payment of Bender genealogical books received.   April 6, 1950 

163.28  Letter from George Smoker and wife Dorothy Smoker, Tanganyika, Africa. This 

form letter informs on the mission work in Tangangyika. A hand written note 

addresses CWB with gratitude for the Bender genealogy received from CWB. A 

bookmarker made of Python skin is inclosed along with a note of explanation.  

June 2, 1950 

163.29  Letter from Naomi Smoker, Tanganyika, Africa, to CWB. She describes her 

work with the mission in Tanganyika with special appreciation for a recent 

meeting of many African believers.  June 11, 1950 

163.30  Letters (2) from Ella and from Daniel L. Longenecher, Orville Mennonite Home, 

Lancaster Pennsylvania, to CWB. The writers apparently are husband and wife. 

Their connection with CWB is undetermined. October 23, 1950 

163.31  Post card from Marvin Hershberger and wife Wilma Hershberger, sent from 

Belleville, Pennsylvania, when on a visit there, to CWB. Their travel itinerary 

apparently included the home of CWB and then Belleville, followed by Geauga 

County. They left their tooth brushes and tooth past at CWB’s house and are 

requesting him to send them C.O.D. to Rueben Miller at Middlefield, Ohio. 

October 29, 1950(?) 

163.32  Christmas greeting, with form letter enclosed, from Naomi Smoker, Tanganyika, 

Africa. The form letter, with information on her missionary work, bears the date 

of November 1950. The Christmas greeting does not bear a date and the postmark 

on the envelope is not readable. circa December 1950 

163.33  Christmas greeting, with form letter enclosed, from George Smoker and wife 

Dorothy Smoker. In a handwritten message on the greeting card, they wonder 

about CWB’s housekeeping arrangements and express appreciation for the 

Bender genealogy. The form letter, with information on their missionary work, 

bears the date of October-November 1950. The Christmas greeting does not bear 

a date and the postmark on the envelope is not readable. circa December 1950 

 

164. [file folder] – 1946-1950 – Historical Items 

164.1  Letter from Grace L., Oakland, Maryland, to CWB, with information about the 

Gortner and Breuniger families. This information apparently was solicited by 

CWB as information for the Bender genealogy. She also gives local news and 

mentions the following as visitors: Bishop Joe J. Yoder and wife, John C. Yoder, 

Pete E. Yoder, and Noah Kanagey. The likely identity of the writer is Grace 

Lichti, # 5107 in the Bender genealogy. January 22, 1946    

164.2  Letter from “Vals” (Valentine D. Miller and wife Anna (Bender) Miller, 

Lynnhaven, Virginia, to CWB and cousin Fannie. They mention guests who had 

visited the cemetery and could not find the grave of Anna’s brother Irvin Bender. 
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It is clear contextually that their visitors had been to the Maple Glen cemetery at 

Grantsville and looked for Irvin’s grave marker without finding it. The writers ask 

about the death date of Irvin and commit themselves to seeing that a marker is 

placed their. [Note: According to the Maple Glen Cemetery directory, Irvin 

Bender’s grave is marked as of 2011.] February 1, 1946 

164.3  Letter from Anna Wisseman (Mrs. Dorsey Wisseman), Federal, Wyoming, to 

CWB, responding to CWB’s inquiry for information for the Bender genealogy. 

She notes that “Court’s have moved from Federal, Wyoming, to Ft. Collins, 

Colorado” and that “the rest of us are still in Wyo. and still employed at mining.” 

She refers to the death of Ansel Miller and the weather in Wyoming. Edward 

Courtas Wisseman was a brother to Dorsey Wisseman. See the Bender genealogy 

(1985) Fam. Nos. 3653 and 3662. February 20, 1946  

164.4  Letter from CWB to Frau Dr. Bender, München, Germany, inquiring about 

information about Daniel Bender and those of his children who remained in 

Germany. He states that Wilhelm Bender came to America in about 1830. June 

22, 1946 

164.5  Memorial card in memory of Bishop Moses M. Beachy, from whom the name 

Beachy in Beachy Amish Mennonite is derived. Four of the pall bearers – Claude 

Yoder, Ed Yoder, Menno Yoder, and Enos Mast – were members of the Beachy 

Amish church. Two – Floyd Miller and Allen Maust --  were members of the 

Conservative Amish Mennonite Church. MMB died July 7, 1946 

164.6  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Mentions the 

problem of the Bender genealogy being delayed because of CWB waiting for 

materials from Daniel B. Swartzendruber. Also, as perhaps the main purpose for 

writing at this point, explains the MCC project of helping German refugees to 

resettle. April 2, 1947 

164.7  Certificate of Death of John D. Bender (1824-1896), issued by the Township of 

Wilmot, County of Waterloo, Ontario, dated April 2, 1947. 

164.8  Newspaper clipping with headline, “Chained Daughter, Amish Bishop get 6-

Month Sentence.” The news release from Goshen, Indiana, in a Cleveland paper, 

names Samuel Hochstettler.  January 23, 1948 

164.9  Letter from Paul Peachey, France, reporting on his search for Langendorf, home of 

Daniel Bender. Letter not dated. Post mark: 12-3-1948. Thus, December 3 or 

March 12, 1948 

164.10  Letter from Dr. E. C. Saylor, Berlin, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Compliments CWB 

on the Bender genealogy. Encloses some German writing copied from a book on 

Pennsylvania folk art and requests translation, having failed to understand it. The 

writing appears to have been miscopied or of a dialect or language (Dutch?) other 

than high German. May 11, 1949 

164.11  Invoices and quotes from Mennonite Publishing House and Berlin Publishing 

Company regarding printing the Bender genealogy. 1947-1949 
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164.12  Letter from Paul Peachey, Germany, to CWB, reporting his research and findings 

of information of Bender genealogy, including his visit to Langendorf and  the 

record of Daniel Bender in Wohra. May 31, 1949 

164.13  Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Indicates his 

availability to write the Introduction to the upcoming Bender genealogy. Writes 

further at length on the developing church at Arthur, Illinois. Describes 

communications with the Old Order Amish bishops at Arthur. Names mentioned: 

Menno Lee, Chris Otto, Shem Peachey. In Iowa news, he mentions the ill health 

of his wife Mary and refers to the following. Paul Gingerich, Jacob Gingerich, Sol 

Miller, Jay and Mary Yoder, John Schlabaugh. July 28, 1949 

164.14  Article written for Mennonite Encyclopedia by Ivan J. Miller. This draft can be 

compared with the published version, s. v. Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Conference. Written November 16, 1949 

164.15  Notes (handwritten) taken from land records with descriptions of land parcels and 

meets and bounds. Undated, but located with materials related to the compilation 

of the Bender genealogy, and thus likely in the 1940s.  

164.16  Lists – genealogical – of families related to the Bender genealogy. Apparently 

constructed in the process of compiling the Bender genealogy and thus likely in 

the 1940s.  

 

165. [file folder] – 1946-1950 – Farm and Business 

165.1  Bill of Lading by Erie Railroad Company for shipment of 200 pounds of wood 

charcoal from Susquehanna Chemical Corp, to Clyde Ash. The presence of this 

copy among the CWB is unexplained. June 4, 1946 

165.2  Letter from Fannie Bender, Salisbury, Pennsylvania, to CWB, c/o Roman Miller, 

Hartville, Ohio. With her father away from home, Fannie is taking care of 

business items. These categories of business include tailoring men’s suits, 

chickens, sheep, and a farm produce route in town (reference to Broadway and the 

railroad track seems to point to Meyersdale). She refers to canning for relief by 

the church (sending canned food to Europe for war victims), selling chicken and 

eggs on the route, a sick sheep, and suits for Claude Beachy and Ray Bender 

having arrived (perhaps made elsewhere and shipped in). She notes that Claude 

Beachy’s broadfall pants needed some button hole modifications, but that the 

coats fit exceptionally well and both are satisfied. She assures CWB that he can 

extend his visit in Ohio and she is taking care of things. September 24, 1946  

165.3  Letter from Mrs. Joe L. Byler, Palaski, Pennsylvania, to CWB. She mentions 

money enclosed for the books. July 16, 1949 

165.4  Letter from Mrs. Sam Thomas, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB. Refers to the errors 

found in the genealogy and apologizes for anyone who mentioned the errors to 

CWB. She encloses payment for some of the books. July 16, 1949 

165.5  Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Moses Hershberger, Fairbank, Iowa. She writes about a 

Kemp family not being included in their copy of the Bender genealogy. In news, 
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she mentions her daughter Cora, who later married Ezra J. Gingerich, and the 

death of Fannie Byler, wife of Harvey Byler. July 23, 1949  

 

166. [file folder] – 1946-1950 – Other 

166.1  Statement of fire loss of saw mill of Peter Opel issued by Jonas M. Yoder and 

Floyd C. Bender. This statement of 1946 is accompanied by a statement dated 

“1926 or 1927 (?)”, apparently prepared years later with the dates affixed by 

memory and with uncertainty. The discrepancy of almost twenty years is an 

editorial puzzle. January 14, 1946 

166.2  Clipping from a newspaper with picture of  Mr. and Mrs. John J. Walsh with third 

set of twins in 2 years.  

166.3  Statement of Position of Old Order Amish Mennonite Church regarding High 

School Attendance. October 1948 

166.4  Letter from Shem Peachey and Mark Peachey, Springs, Pennsylvania, to four 

Amish men involved in a suit with the State of Pennsylvania regarding high 

school attendance of their children – Menno Petersheim,  Amos Yoder, Jonas 

Petersheim, and Enos Mast. Critical of the position taken and rationale for high 

school attendance. October 29, 1948 

166.5  Diary of CWB or wife Ida. Very limited space and comments from January 1 to 

March 22. Reports on acivities at home, tips, preaching occasions, guests. 1949 

166.6  Letter from Mrs. Chriss S. Bender, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. She writes at length 

about the farm work of harvesting and her household activities, including painting 

a buggy which they were fixing up for their son Samuel (born 1933). She writes 

about material for and tailoring of men’s plain suits. The letter refers to enclosed 

samples of material and includes instructions for making a suit for Samuel. A 

statement is enclosed from M. A. Spector, Mt. Eaton, Ohio, about samples of 

“surges and linings for men’s suits and information on amount of material needed 

for a suit, including a specified amount for the mutza coat. Chriss S. Bender was a 

son of CWB’s brother Samuel W. Bender. November 21, 1949 

166.7  Report on the case of The commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Jonas Petersheim, 

Menno Petersheim, Amos J. Yoder, Enos Mast related to compulsory school 

attendance laws. The verdict: Not guilty. 1949  

 

167. [file folder] – 1951-1955 – Church Administration  

167.1  Letter (copy) from CWB to George Beiler, Ronks, Pennsylvania, asking for 

counsel on how to deal with conditions in the church as faced by himself as 

bishop.  January 2, 1951 

167.2  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB regarding plans for 

Emanuel Peachey to be with the Casselman River Congregation. Responds to 

CWB’s wish “to have some else come,” but states that it should be Emmanuel and 

notes agenda to be taken care of: decisions about the hymnals, Coal Run mission, 

Christian day school, and a matter pertaining to Shem Peachey.  January 5, 1951 
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167.3  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, stating that Emanuel 

Peachey will be there for counsel meeting, communion, and for dealing with 

questions about the Christian day schools and for reorganizing the Sunday school.  

March 14, 1951 

167.4  Letter from Richard B. Yoder, Flint, Michigan, to CWB, requesting permission to 

take communion at the Flint Mission. April 7, 1951 

167.5  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, stating plans to arrive to see 

CWB on August 3.  July 31, 1951 

167.6  Letter (copy) from CWB (apparently) to Emanuel B. Peachey asking about 

responsibility for communion in that fall. October 3, 1951 

167.7  Statement from The Sword and Trumpet magazine regard CWB’s subscription and 

payment of $2.00.  January 14, 1952 

167.8  Letter from George and Susie Beiler, Ronks, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Refers to a 

letter from CWB and discussion with John A Stoltzfus concerning the question of 

receiving a man who was married to a divorcee. (George Beiler and John a 

Stoltzfus were ministers in the Beachy Amish Mennonite church.  January 28, 

1952 

167.9  Letter from Ruth Lichty, Oakland, Maryland, to CWB, regarding marriage to 

Jonas Scheffel. Jonas had earlier written to CWB and the two had not met with 

CWB together (she mentions weather conditions.) This letters provides her 

signature as well as her parents’ signature of consent. March 20, 1952 

167.10  Letter (mimeographed) from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, 

apparently sent to Conference ministers concerning the work in Espelkamp, 

Germany, dealing specifically with the question of the future of the work with the 

possibility of moving from relief primarily to spiritual ministry primarily under 

the control of the Conference. May 28, 1952 

167.11  Note from David L. Stutzman, Ohio, to CWB, giving consent for the marriage of 

their daughter Edna Stutzman to Cloyd J. Yoder. August 24, 1952  

167.12  Letter (this copy apparently an early draft) of an anonymous writer to Emanuel 

Peachey responding to a letter from Emanuel Peachey especially in regard to a 

petition received by Emanuel and the idea of a bishop ordination. Undated, but 

likely about 1952 

167.13  Letter from Rosy Schrock [wife of Mark Schrock; daughter of Milton E. and 

Savilla Bender], Greenwood, Delaware, with confession on two points: (1) 

Putting blame on others and not taking responsibility for having asked for the pre-

wedding counsel session in a home rather than in the anteroom of the church just 

before the wedding and (2) having faked innocence when her grandmother (Mary 

Bender; Mrs. Enoch Bender) needed help to get off the commode at a point when 

CWB and wife Ida had arrived at the Milton E. Bender home.  On the first item, 

CWB, as bishop had responded saying that the regular method would be used.  

October 15, 1952 

167.14  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB. Replies to CWB 

about inquiry about a Glick girl and a Kauffman girl; wonders if the Glick girl 
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would stay at a place very long (CWB is known to have given references to the 

Dover, Delaware, schools for potential teachers.) Writes about visiting CWB and 

going to Hartville and Minnesota as bishop.  April 7, 1953 

167.15  Post card from Raymond Byler, Altha, Florida, to CWB. It is a pre-printed card, 

apparently sent to all Conference pastors on the subject of fasting and 

encouraging attention and implementation of the fasting plan in the current 

Missionary Bulletin May 19, 1953. 

167.16  Letter (or at least a draft) to “Dear Brother Emanuel.”  The addressee may be 

understood to be Emanuel Peachey of Belleville, Pennsylvania. The inside 

address and the style seem to fit CWB. He responds to a questionnaire which 

Emanuel apparently put before the congregation or its ministry. At this writing, 

the questionnaire is not identified.  July 15, 1953  

167.17  Manual of Draft Information – pages to be added to previous edition of the 

manual – a packet of about 31 sheets, some printed back to back, of information 

for ministers and counselors about the national Selective Service system and its 

procedures as it relates to young men responding to the draft. July 2, 1954 

167.18  Check book with register of checks issued for payment of church expenses. The 

trustee or treasurer is not revealed. It includes expenses for building repair and for 

hosting the annual conference of Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference. 

Dates range from August 1954 to June 1955. 

167.19  Notes, apparently in the handwriting of CWB containing Scripture references and 

notations. At the top of the paper, “CG Oct 9, 55.” CG apparently refers to Cherry 

Glade. According to the Ivan J. Miller’s Record of Church Services Book 3, filed 

in 310F among the IJM papers, CWB preached at Cherry Glade on October 9, 

1955.  

 

168. [file folder] – 1951-1955 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

168.1  Letter from CWB (apparently a draft of a letter sent) to Elmer Swartzendruber, 

asking of guidance on what bishop function CWB is to perform with a wedding 

coming up and a baptismal class in place. Circa 1951 

168.2  Mimeographed letter from Elmer Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa, extending an 

invitation to the annual conference in Iowa. August 14, 1951 

168.3  Letter from Mollie Miller (widow of Lewis J. Miller), Greenwood, Delaware, to 

CWB, asking for forgiveness of any offenses in the past. (Mary, a.k.a. Mollie, had 

moved as a widow from Grantsville to Delaware in 1913.) November 2, 1951 

168.4  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB. Comments on 

Ministers’ Fellowship which was held in Indiana that year (February 12-22 at the 

Pleasant Grove church.) Thinks two weeks is too long and discussions on church 

issues get out of hand. Expresses concern about Edwin Albrecht’s treatment of the 

subject of shunning or avoidance and is concerned that the doctrine may be 

neglected and eventually lost in the Conference.  February 29, 1952 

168.5  Post card from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, sent from McCleary Sanitarium, 

Excelsior Springs, Missouri, to CWB. Elmer and wife Mary, along with Mrs. 
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Walter Beachy, were residents at the Sanitarium for two weeks of treatment. 

Notes that they were in Kansas for a communion service. April 30, 1952 

168.6  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB. Refers to ill health of 

Jonas B. Miller and death of Mrs. Manasse Miller. Concerning the church: “We 

have had quite a siege of church problems the past six or eight months. “Jonas 

M.” may refer to Jonas D. Miller.  June 23, 1952 

168.7  Post card from Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB, acknowledging 

letter from CWB and expressing sympathy in regard to CWB’s situation, and 

concern about his own. August 16, 1952 

168.8  Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Expresses sympathy 

in regard to the church situation of CWB but speaks positively of the Lord’s care 

of the church and eternity ahead. September 2, 1952 

168.9  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB. Laments conditions in 

the church in Indiana, fears that the Executive Committee of Conference may be 

called in and is concerned that that Committee tends to favor the “disobedient 

members.” Comments: “I don’t see how our conference can long remain in its 

present form.”  September 25, 1952 

168.10  Card of appreciation from the J. B. Miller family to CWB for his expression of 

sympathy and his part in the funeral service of JBM. Postmarked September 29, 

1952. 

168.11  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB. Writes as a gesture 

of friendship. Expresses concern about trends in the conference, including what 

he saw at Ministers’ Fellowship in Allen County (Grabill), Indiana. March 3, 

1953 

168.12  Letter from John A. Stoltfus and wife Amanda, Bird in Hand, Pennsylvania, to 

CWB. Writes about his job at Glicks Plant Farm. Expresses sympathy for CWB in 

the face of conditions in the church, apparently responding to a previous letter 

from CWB on the subject. Invites CWB to visit their church (Beachy Amish)  and 

notes that they have church services every other Sunday and Sunday school on the 

alternate Sunday.  April 9, 1953 

168.13  Letter from John L. Mast, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Includes reference 

to money being returned and refers to the Conference report of 1944 where page 

13, Item 6 states that a certain fund of money is to be accepted by the Children’s 

Home and then returned to John L. Mast. Apparently this occurred: (1) Levi and 

Salina Zook had willed money to the Home, (2) Levi died and money, per his 

will, was sent to the Home, (3) Saline, the widow, married John L. Mast, the 

widower, (4) the home had ceased to be in operation, and (5) the Conference 

decreed that the money should go back to Salina (or was she then deceased) or to 

Salina’s husband.  June 16, 1953(?) 

168.14  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB. Writes about his 

chicken operation. Refers to the church as in a more peaceful atmosphere and 

refers with appreaciation to the minister Louis Kauffman and mentions Manasse 
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Miller as less active. Notes that ordinations have occurred in Hartville, Ohio – 

Elmer Gingerich, Jerry Miller, and an Overholt as deacon. June 26, 1953 

168.15  Letter (carbon copy) from CWB to “Dear Brother in the Faith.” Addressee not 

identified. Attempts to respond to questions from the addressee, especially in 

regard to a communion service. Comments: “I missed communion only once in 

the last about 58 years that communion was held in the church I belonged to.” 

Also comments: “Yes, I have had many problems in my time and it appears they 

are not yet all over.” September 25, 1953 

168.16  Letter from Kenneth L. Yoder, Espelkamp, Germany, to CWB, expresses deep 

appreciation for a letter received from CWB and his memories of CWB’s 

preaching. Kenneth, of Grantsville, Maryland, was serving a term of Voluntary 

Service (PAX) in war-torn Germany, involved in church ministries and building 

construction, especially at Mennoniten Heim in Espelkamp.  November 27, 1955 

168.17  Letter from Arline Maust (later Westmeier), Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB 

with apology and request for forgiveness. September 21, 1953 

 

169. [file folder] – 1951-1955 – Personal Letters 

169.1  Post card from Ezra Peachey and wife Clara Peachey, sent from Sarasota, Florida, 

to CWB. Condition of asthma is improved, Ezra works for Yoder Construction 

Company and Clara is pulling celery plants.  January 28, 1951 

169.2  Letter from Annie Wisseman (Mrs. Dorsey Wisseman), North Fork, California, to 

CWB, giving information about church attendance. She refers to Marsh (Marshal 

Wisseman?] and Court (Edward Cortas Wisseman?] and to the Warnick family in 

Greenwood, Delware. See Daniel Bender genealogy, Fam. #3651ff.  She refers 

also to pictures about which CWB inquired. A form letter from George and 

Dorothy Smoker, dated 1950 is enclosed. May 4, 1951 

169.3  Letter from Fannie Calhoun, daughter of Michael Bender and granddaughter of 

Wilhelm Bender (Daniel Bender genealogy Fam. #7475), Aurora, Missouri. 

Expresses desire to visit CWB. A clipping of a newspaper of 1950 is enclosed 

with picture of Elizabeth Bender Cloud as first Indian “Mother of the Year.” 

Elizabeth’s father was a German homesteader and her mother a Chippewa Indian. 

July 11, 1951 

169.4  Letter from George and Dorothy Smoker, Tanganyika, Africa, to CWB. On the 

second of two pages of form informational letter, an additional handwritten 

wishes that CWB had live-in help, gives information on the faith and funeral of a 

leper, and inquires about sales of  “the book.” August 1, 1951 

169.5  Letter from Mrs. Levi L. Hershberger (Sarah, nee Miller; Daniel Bender 

genealogy Fam. # 5585) , Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB, announcing plans for a trip 

to Pennsylvania, including a visit to CWB with “thought I’d let you know that 

Uria Millers and we intend to be at your place for supper  eve of August 17th . . .” 

and asking for directions to CWB’s home. Also notes plans to visit the home of 

Jonas Tice. August 1, 1951 
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169.6  Letter from Magdalena (Lena) (Bender) Swartzentruber (Mrs. Enos C. 

Swartzentruber), Kalona, Iowa, with a get-well greeting card enclosed, to CWB, 

hoping for his recovery from illness and his attendance at the upcoming church 

conference in Iowa. Refers also to her brother George Bender. Magdalena and 

George were children of CWB’s brother Samuel W. Bender. August 16, 1951 

169.7  Postal card from Alvin _______, Goshen, Indiana, to CWB. Refers to a visit with 

CWB and their trip home to Goshen, stopping overnight in Berlin, Ohio, and, to 

visit their son, in Bluffton, Ohio.  October 4, 1951 

169.8  Letter from Ada (Shetler) Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB and Simon and Verda 

Beachy, with thanks for their hospitality when she visited them. Gives 

information on the itinerary and schedule en route home. October 8, 1951 

169.9  Letter from Ada (likely Ada Shetler Yoder, wife of Isaiah Yoder), Kalona, Iowa, 

to CWB. Writes of Aunt Ada Hershberger (sister to Ida, Mrs. C. W. Bender) 

having stopped in Iowa en route home from Somerset County to California. 

Entertained her along with relatives in Iowa: Leslie and Mary Byler, Alvin and 

Mary Jane Byler, James Bender and girl friend Martha Ropp, and Blanche. Asks 

about Jonas B. Miller and how Ida is getting along. Deaths in Iowa: Eli Stutzman, 

Delilah Lantz, Mrs. Noah Kropf. November 11, 1951 

169.10  Letter from Ada [Ada S. Yoder], of Kalona, Iowa, written from Pheonix, 

Arizona, to CWB, addressing him as “Uncle Crist”. Assures CWB that the dates 

sent to him were a gift. She tells of visiting people on a western trip. Persons 

named in the letter are George [Bender?], Blanche [Sanders], Ben 

Swartzendruber, Ada Hershberger, Essie Leori Jones, Peter Stevanus, Cora 

Hershberger Bender and husband Christian J. Bender. January 11, 1952   

169.11  Post card from Ivan J. and Della Miller, sent from Harrisburg, Oregon, to CWB 

when Ivan was there to conduct a series of meetings in the church. Mentions some 

sight seeing, including the Pacific coast and visiting a large sawmill. [I recall that 

trip of my parents, including Papa’s description of the Weyerhauser Sawmill 

operation. – David I. Miller] January 19, 1952 

169.12  Letter from William Byler, Catlett, Virginia, to CWB. Refers to Will’s accident 

of being thrown from a wagon; household work in progress; and apologizes 

regarding neglect about a robe. January 23, 1952 

169.13  Letter from Lucy Schrock (Mrs. Eli Schrock), Farmington, Delaware, to CWB, 

mainly to report on Nevin Bender’s condition after surgery. April 13, 1952 

169.14  Letter from Andrew and Mollie Zehr, Croghan, New York. Express sympathy 

due to the trend in the churches, including the church of CWB. Wish all churches 

were more plain. Especially want to encourage CWB in his situation. April 6, 

1952 

169.15  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder, widow of Isaiah Yoder), Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. 

Writes about getting the house painted. Mentions Ephraim Hershberger as the 

painter and former assistant to Isaiah as a mail carrier. Mentions house work 

assistance from Mary Byler. April 27, 1952 
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169.16  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder, widow of Isaiah Yoder), Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. 

Writes about maple syrup sent to her via Hilda and Mary (Bender) Byler and 

about her gardening, etc. She mentions her aunt Ada Hersherberger, Evelyn being 

hospitalized (likely her daughter Evelyn), Henry Bender, Essi Lowe(?) Jones. 

May 18, 1952 

169.17  Letter from George and Dorothy Smoker, Tanganyika, Africa, to CWB. Personal 

notes on an informational form letter inquires about CWB’s wellbeing and 

whether he has a housekeeper and refers to Daniel Glick and their satisfaction 

with the Conservative Mennonite church in Bart, Pennsylvania. May 1952 

169.18  Letter from Milton Swartzentruber and wife Savannah Swartzentruber, 

Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, advising on some issue in dealing with “Sam,” 

with expression of confidence in CWB’s judgment. According to a letter of 

August 23, 1952, the issue seems to have involved some kind of sale. May 21, 

1952   

169.19  Letter from Michael J. Zehr, Croghan, New York, to CWB. Speaks of his father, 

Joseph M. Zehr having held CWB in high respect. Invites CWB to their home as a 

guest at Conference time. Expresses appreciation for the plainness in CWB’s 

church and regret for conditions now, but speaks with encouragement of the great 

rest ahead.  July 20, 1952 

169.20  Letter from Ada S. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Names included in her news 

include James Bender and wife Martha Bender, Elmer G. Swartzendruber, death 

of Jonas B. Miller, Pearl Stanton, Harvey Hershberger and wife Ada Kretchman 

Hershberger. She writes about the polio epidemic and victims. September 23, 

1952 

169.21  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder, widow of Isaiah Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. 

Names mentioned in this letter: Blanche Sanders, Leslie Byler and wife Mary 

Byler, Mrs. Henry Mast, Ada Nissley, John Hershberger, Jonas B. Miller. August 

23, 1952 

169.22  Letter with get-well card from Mrs. Annie Zook, Catlett, Virginia, to CWB. 

Gives update on the harvest of various garden products. October 5, 1952 

169.23  Letter from Ada S. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Refers to his accident with his 

new car. Mentions experience when visiting CWB of Hilda (Hilda Beachy; later 

Mrs. Ivan Maust) being a good driver. Mentions accident and death of Edwin 

Hershberger and her absence from the funeral due to back trouble and the 

backless benches. Mention also of Alvin Hershberger and Blanche Sanders. 

October 15, 1952 

169.24  Letter from Ada S. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Mentions his accident, the 

dissolution of a partnership between her aunt Ada Hershberger and Essie, visiting 

with Alvin Shetler and the fact of their daughter Laura having moved to Kansas.  

November 9, 1952 

169.25  Letter from Annie Wisseman (Mrs. George C. Wisseman), North Fork, 

Califorinia, to CWB. Refers to Clayton, Court, and Dorsey and gives news related 

to jobs and church.  November 16, 1951 
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169.26  Post card from Ivan J. and Della Miller, sent from Berlin, Ohio, to CWB, while 

Ivan is conducting meetings in Berlin. November 19, 1952 

169.27  Letter from Elizabeth Stutzman, nee Elizabeth Kemp, daughter of Simon Kemp, 

Hartville, Ohio. Writes about genealogy and family connections.  November 25, 

1952 

169.28  Letter from Annie Wissemen (Mrs. George C. Wisseman), North Fork, 

California, to CWB. A newsy five page letter with the following names included: 

Ruth, David Marshal, Laura, Clayton, Monroe Yoder of Delaware, Bill Yoder, 

Baley Showalter, Simon Orendorf, Maggie Warnick, Anna Beachy, Tony, Don. 

She also describes earthquake experiences and work in lumbering and in orchards. 

January 4, 1953 

169.29  Letter from S. H. and S. L. Byler, Hartville, Ohio. Shares news about health 

issues and church – the King Amish Mennonite Church in Hartville. Speaks of 

John Lapp and his son Andrew Lapp, who does about as well as Joshua King. 

January 8, 1953 

169.30  Post card from Mrs. Uria E. Millerm Fisherville, Virginia, to CWB. Reports that 

Lydia had the flu, that Noah was with them six months and then went to Denver 

for a job. The were glad to have met CWB at Will’s funeral.  January 22, 1953 

169.31  Letter from Dorothy (Bender) Erickson, Cawston, British Columbia, (Daniel 

Bender History Fam. # 5079) to CWB, with news especially as related to her 

family and the orchard or tree nursery business. January 22, 1953 

169.32  Letter from Ada [Ada S. Yoder], of Kalona, Iowa. Writes personal news 

including the names of James Bender, Alvin Hershberger, Leslie Byler, Mary 

Byler, Ivan J. Miller (preaching in Iowa), Hilda Beachy (serves as driver for 

CWB). January 25, 1953 

169.33  Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Gingerich to CWB. Internal evidence identifies the 

source of this letter as Dan F. Gingerich and wife Lydia J. Bender (History of the 

Daniel Bender Family, # 4888); she a daughter of John W. Bender and a niece of 

CWB. At this writing, only one sheet (two pages) of the letter is extant. These 

pages include the final page, but the first sheet is missing. This identity is evident 

by the statement: “If I live to see April 27, I then will be 72 years old.” Since the 

writer was Born in 1881, the letter must have been written after the death of 

Lewis S. Yoder and before the writers birthday of April 27, 1881. Mrs. Elmer 

Byler, whose identity has not been determined, may have died shortly before the 

letter was written and the use of her peaches for feeding the funeral guests must 

have brought memories of the peach-canning event in the fall of 1952.  1953    

169.34  Post card from Amanda Byler, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Informs that they arrived 

home safely. Tells of Vernon, the one who takes care of their farm, going to Iowa 

City with bishop Elmer G. Swartzendruber to get a job. Apparently, Vernon was 

drafted for military service and needed an alternative. He will be moving has 

family to Iowa City.   February 18, 1953 

169.35  Letter from Dorothy (Bender) Erickson, Cawston, British Columbia, (Daniel 

Bender History Fam. # 5079) to CWB, with news especially as related to her 
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family. Addresses CWB as “Uncle” but notes, “it seems funny to write to you 

people when I don’t even know you.” February 1953 

169.36  Letter from Ada from [Ada S. Yoder], of Kalona, Iowa. Writes personal news 

including the names of Alvin Hershberger, Leslie Byler, Mrs. John J. Miller. 

Refers to Blanche and her having been taken into Ada’s parents’ home because 

Ada had begged for a sister. Comments on Blanche’s divorce from a mean 

husband and her kindness to Ada. March 8, 1953 

169.37  Letter from Gideon A. Byler, Stuarts Draft, Virginia, to CWB. Gives information 

about his wife Lydia and her car accident and gives information about various 

family members. Year of the letter is not given, but a writing in the margin seems 

to indicate 1953. If needed, research could identify the year, especially with 

mention of the death of Bishop Christian Byler of Mifflin County, Pennsylvania. 

March 13, 1953 

169.38  Greeting card (Easter) from Amanda Byler, Kalona, Iowa. Includes a note about 

James Bender and wife Martha. March 28, 1953 

169.39  Letter from Annie Wissemen (Mrs. George C. Wisseman), North Fork, 

California, to CWB. Writes about Velma Wisseman marrying Donald Patter, the 

funeral of a native American named Pinker Bethel, son Jimmy confined to a 

where chair, and her memories of back home around Grantsville and Springs. 

Two pictures are enclosed of Bridal Veil Falls in Yosemite National Park and a 

house in Wyoming. April 10, 1953  

169.40  Letter from Annie Wisseman (Mrs. George C. Wisseman), North Fork, 

Califorinia, to CWB. Writes about a clipping about which CWB apparently had 

inquired, but which seemed lost, and about Harry Y. Yoder and wife having been 

killed in Wyoming when travelling between the east and the west. May 18, 1953 

169.41  Letter from Ada S. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Writes about her gardening 

and selling the main part of her garden. June 12, 1953 

169.42  Letter from Ada S. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Writes about their Shetler 

reunion and her siblings. In other news, mentions Leroy Miller, Grace Miller as 

returnee from work in Germany, Thomas Miller. August 23, 1953 

169.43  Letter from Amanda (Mrs. Henry Overholt), Princess Anne, Virginia, to CWB. 

Writes about their trip home after visiting in Ohio and with CWB; hospitalization 

and death of “Aunt Amanda” and her husband’s regrets of the past; and gives the 

name of Savilla Shrock of Uniontown, Ohio, as a possible housekeeper (and 

evidently more than a housekeeper) for CWB. After the date of this letter, CWB 

received correspondence from Savilla Schrock, indicating two-way 

correspondence. The first of this series of six extant letters is dated September 14, 

1953, and the last May 26, 1954. In the first letter, Savilla writes: “received your 

welcome letter. . . . I am praying over this and it wont do any harm in talking 

together and discuss some things. I am glad that your are coming to [our] church. 

I will enjoy to hear you preach. If it’s the Lords will I intend to be there. But 

where we will be to talk together I don’t know yet. But the Lord will make a 

way.” The last letter includes these messages: “The children just feel like they did 
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and if you have anyone else in mind to keep house for you, just go ahead and 

don’t wait for me, because I wish you could get a nice Christian wife to stay with 

you, as I no(sic) what a lonesome life this is.”  Date of this letter from  Amanda 

Overholt: September 7, 1953 

169.44  Letter from Savilla Shrock, Uniontown, Ohio (postmarked at Greentown, Ohio), 

to CWB, responding to his “welcome letter,” and mentioning his anticipated visit 

to Ohio and her attending church where he preaches, but wondering “where we 

would be to talk together.” Dates written on the envelope indicated that CWB 

wrote to Savilla on September 24 and October 12.  September 14, 1953  

169.45  Letter from Savilla Shrock, Uniontown, Ohio (postmarked at Greentown, Ohio) 

to CWB. Mentions her various activities of church attendance, David S. Yoder of 

Delaware having been there to show slides of Palestine, her purchase of a trailer 

house, public sale to sell Mose’s estate. Apparently her late husband was Moses 

Shrock. A date written on the envelope indicates that CWB answered this letter on 

October 2.   September 23, 1953 

169.46  Letter from Annie Wisseman, North Fork, California, to CWB. Gives family 

news, including the names of George, Clayton, Marsh, Dema, David S. Yoder, 

Bill Yoder, Solomon Hershberger, Myra, Cora. Has learned that the old buildings 

of their place in Delaware are all gone.  October 7, 1953 

169.47  Letter, written on greeting card, from Noah J. Lee, Green Ridge, Missouri, to 

CWB. Appears to be written by two different individuals. Writes personal news. 

November 1, 1953 

169.48  Letter from from Savilla Shrock, Uniontown, Ohio (postmarked at Greentown, 

Ohio) to CWB. Gives some current news, including mention of John Beachy and 

Jonas Troyer and her intentions of quitting her job by December 1 and not sure 

when she will be going to Florida. States: I asked my children about us and they 

think I shouldn’t do this for the time being. So I said O. K. if that’s the way they 

feel about it. I will just wait yet. So we can still keep our friendship and be 

friends. People that never had the experience of losing there companion don’t 

know the lonseomenss that goes with it.” Dates written on the envelope indicate 

that CWB wrote to Savilla on November 16, 1953.   December 4, 1953, and 

January 2 and 27, 1954. Date of this letter: November 9, 1953 

169.49  Letter from Ada, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Her news includes mention of Verda 

Beachy, Myra Maust, Mrs. Will Hochstetler, Samuel Yoder (brother to her late 

husband Isaiah Yoder), Mary Hershberger Beachy and her sister Katie. Writes 

about her canning fruit and vegetables and doing laundry and ironing for others. 

November 11, 1953 

169.50  Letter from from Savilla Shrock, Uniontown, Ohio (postmarked at Uniontown, 

Ohio) to CWB. Writes about selling her trailer and moving into one room of a 

house; not getting to Florida since she took a job to cook at a rest home. She “was 

at Simon’s for dinner.” (Possibly reference to son Simon Sommers.) Dates written 

on the envelope indicate that CWB wrote to Savilla on December 4, 1953, and 

January 2 and 27, 1954. Date of this letter: November 27, 1953 
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169.51  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. She had spent a few 

weeks in Arizona; many there from Iowa, including Blanche and Mrs. Edwin 

Hershberger. She wonders how CWB can keep up with all his work, including the 

butchering he does. January 6, 1954 

169.52  Letters from George Smoker and wife Dorothy Smoker to CWB. A piece of  

hippopotamus hide is included. The letters are in fragments, apparently damaged 

by the chemicals of the hide. The letters and the hippopotamus hide are contained 

in a zippable plastic bag. January 15, 1954 

169.53  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder, Greenwood, Delaware, to 

CWB. They respond to an invitation from CWB to spend time with him, 

apparently as a residential arrangement. DSY comments that after 35 years in 

Delaware, he “never felt at home here.” Mention of Rosy Beachy.  January 24, 

1954 

169.54  Letter written by CWB to “Dear Sister in Christ.” The writing is very dim and 

apparently is a carbon copy of the original. Notes the last letter from her dated 

November 27, 1953, and his last letter to her as December 4, 1953, and wonders if 

his letter was lost. The identity of CWB as the writer is definite since, in reporting 

couples announced to be married he refers to Hilda Beachy as a granddaughter 

and David Miller as a grandson. The letter seems to lack a clue concerning the 

identity of the addressee. January 27, 1954 

169.55  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Mentions Ruth 

Hersberger, a polio patient; Lewis Ropp. February 14, 1954 

169.56  Letter from Enos Wagler and wife Catherine Wagler, Bristol, Florida, to CWB. 

They describe their situation in the church planting by colonization effort at 

Blountstown, Florida.   February 17, 1954 

169.57  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Mentions the friendship 

of  the Leslie Bylers and the Alvin Hershbergers. Mentions missing Hilda 

(daughter of Simon and Verda Beachy, since her marriage.) April 4, 1954 

169.58  Letter from Savilla Shrock, Uniontown, Ohio, to CWB. Writes about her work at 

the rest home and plans for going to Florida. February 5, 1954 

169.59  Letter from Milton Swartzentruber and wife Savannah Swartzentruber, 

Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. They wonder why Sam has lost interest in 

buying the land.   May 22, 1954 

169.60  Letter from Savilla Shrock, Uniontown, Ohio, to CWB. Writes about her job at a 

restaurant. Includes these comments: “You wrote that I should come out. I don’t 

no when it will happen as my mother is sick now for about 8 weeks and I try and 

go up every week to stay with her nites.  . . . The children just feel like they did. 

And if you have anyone else in mind to keep house for you, just go ahead and 

don’t wait on me because I wish you could get a nice Christian wife to stay with 

you as I know what a lonesome life this is. But I want to be satisfied as the 

children see it because if I ever get sick they have to care for me. Now we want to 

be friends like always and if we see each other we can still talk and be friendly.” 

May 26, 1954 
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169.61  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder (Ada S. Yoder), Kalona, Iowa, to CWB.  

Mentions Jeff Gingerich’s daughter, Mrs. James Bender, Alvin Shetler, Luther 

Shetler, Hammer tent meetings, Ruth Hershberger as polio victim, Alvin 

Hershberger, Mary Jane Hershberger. June 24, 1954 

169.62  Letter from Ada S. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, addressing him as “Uncle 

Crist”. Persons named in the letter are Thomas Miller, Leroy Miller, Blanche 

[Sanders, an adopted sister], Isaiah Miller, Ada Hershberger, Mary Byler. She 

mentions an earlier dating relationship between Ada Hershberger and Ray 

Smalley. She describes some work done on her house. October 3, 1954  

169.63  Card (birthday) from Dr. E. W. Larson, chiropractor, Cumberland, Maryland, to 

CWB. Postmarked October 13, 1954 

169.64  Letter from Dorothy Erickson, Cawston, British Columbia, to CWB. Writes as 

niece to uncle about her family, including her husband Harold Erickson. Mentions 

Aunt Hulda. January 8, 1955 

169.65  Letter from Annie Zook, Catlett, Virginia, niece of CWB, to CWB. Seems to be 

of a very confidential nature to a widower who may have been inquiring about an 

acquaintance of Annie being a prospect for companionship; but this not 

developing in his favor. Gives personal family news. Refers to a minister from 

Oregon from the only Amish church in that state having preached in their church. 

Talks of household work, including butchering. January 15, 1955 

169.66  Announcement of birth from Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bender, announcing the birth 

of Arden Devon on January 16, 1955 

169.67  Letter from Milton and Savannah Swartzentruber, Greenwood, Delaware, to 

CWB. Suggests CWB contact Sam again regarding selling “it” and try to move 

ahead with the sale.  Postmarked January 26, 1955 

169.68  Letter from Dorothy Erickson, Cawston, British Columbia, to CWB. Writes 

extensively about her husband‘s (Harold Erickson) accident and injuries. 

Expresses gratitude for having received the genealogy. February 9(?), 1955 

169.69  Letter from George and Dorothy Smoker, Pasadena, California, to CWB. This is 

a form letter giving information on the furlough and planned return to Africa by 

the Smokers. Additional penned paragraphs note having seen CWB at the funeral 

of Caroline Bender (CWB’s sister in law and George Smoker’s aunt.) Postmarked 

February 19, 1955 

169.70  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Writes about Aunt Kate 

having had a fall, apparently referring to Mrs. Milton Hershberger; Aunt Ada’s 

senility, apparently referring to Ada Hershberger, daughter of Elias Hershberger. 

May 9, 1955 

169.71  Letter from Moses E. Hochstetler, Volant, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Addresses 

CWB as uncle, though not acquainted with him. Writes about his wife’s ill health 

and death. May 30, 1955 

169.72  Letter from Milton and Savannah Swartzentruber to CWB. A significant purpose 

of this letter seems to be to ask forgiveness for not having accommodated CWB 

more graciously by taking him to Dover.  June 5, 1955 
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169.73  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Writes about not being 

ready for a trip to Pennsylvania, contrary to the impression CWB may have 

received, and about Blanche having bought an apartment complex and preparing 

it for renters. June 11, 1955 

169.74  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Concern with 

clarification of schedules; notes anniversary of death of husband Isaiah; mentions 

Jeff Gingerich, Leslie Byler. June 19, 1955 

169.75  Letter from Austin and Arletha Bender, Castorland, New York. News about the 

son Arlin, Bible school at the Pine Grove church, and other involvements there. 

July 7, 1955 

169.76  Letter from Naomi Smoker, Intercourse, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Explains her 

schedule and the possibility of visiting CWB. September 1, 1955 

169.77  Letter from Naomi Smoker, Intercourse, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Explains her 

schedule and the possibility of visiting CWB. October 5, 1955 

169.78  Post card from [name not deciphered), Cattlet, Virginia, to CWB.  Announces 

safe arrival home, but with a flat tire twice. Mentions “too bad about Sammy B’s 

accident,” likely referring to Samuel Brenneman. October 27, 1955 

169.79  Letter from Rueben S. Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, and in same envelope, letter 

from Savilla (Mrs. Reuben), both to CWB. Includes inquiry about grave markers, 

where Wilhelm Bender’s first wife is buried. Refers with sympathy to the death 

CWB’s daughter Lena. November 3, 1955 

169.80  Letter from Laban L. Swartzentruber, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Refers to 

CWB “coming here awhile,” apparently having suggested the option to CWB of 

residency in the Country Rest Home owned and operated by LLS. Enclosures: 

picture of County Rest Home and program brochure of Missionary Day Program 

at Schyler, Virginia. The letter is dated with an evident typographical error and 

should read December 2, 1955 

169.81  Letter from Naomi Smoker, Smoketown, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Explains her 

schedule, including her dates to sale to the mission field in Africa and the 

impossibility of visiting CWB before sailing. December 16, 1955 

169.82  Letter from Annie Wisseman, North Fork, California, to CWB. Writes news, 

including mention of Dorsey Wisseman, David Schmidt, Elizabeth Yost, Sadie 

Maust, John Hershberger, Leota Warnick, Mart Yoder. December 27, 1955 

 

170. [file folder] – 1951-1955 – Historical Items 

170.1  A bulletin or newsletter (2) titled Schramm Family Society News, No. 13, 

December 1951, and No. 14, January 1952. Barbara Bender (#1023 in Daniel 

Bender Family History), daughter of Daniel Bender, Jr. and granddaughter of 

Daniel Bender, Sr (#1) had married Casper Schramm. These two issues of the 

News were sent to CWB by Arthur Schramm of Los Angeles, apparent publisher 

and editor of the paper, according the envelope which, unfortunately, does not 

bear a date. The inclusion of this branch of the Schramm family in the Bender 

book, through Barbara Bender’s marriage into the family, may explain why or 
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how this bulletin came to be among CWB’s papers. Possibly Arthur Schramm 

was responding to CWB as compiler of the Bender genealogy.    

170.2  Letter from Dr. Fritz Braun, Kaiserslaurtern, Germany, to CWB (addressed to 

Mrs. C. W. Bender), requesting a copy of Descendants of Daniel Bender, since he 

is working on the subject of immigrants from the Palatinate. Notation on envelope 

shows that CWB sent the book on March 10 and a letter on March 11. February 6, 

1954 

170.3  Letter from Dr. Fritz Braun, Kaiserslaurtern, Germany, to CWB (addressed to Mr. 

C. W. Bender), with thanks for the copy of Descendants of Daniel Bender. He 

makes comments about certain families and states that he has published a list of 

Mennonite emigrants from the Palatinate. October 11, 1955 

170.4  Post card from Dr. Fritz Braun, Kaiserslaurtern, Germany, to CWB. He 

acknowledges a letter from CWB of December 30 and mentions Alta Schrock. 

January 23, 1956 

 

171. [file folder] – 1951-1955 – Farm and Business 

171.1Letter from Milton Swartzentruber and wife Savannah Swartzentruber, Greenwood, 

Delaware, to CWB about the price for selling something to Sam or to Mr. Durr. 

August 23, 1952 

 

172. [file folder] – 1951-1955 Other 

172.1  Letter from Ira E. Miller, Registrar of Eastern Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, 

Virginia, asking CWB to administer GED tests to Esther Miller (daughter of Ivan 

J. Miller) which she is taking for matriculation at EMC. States that the tests are 

enclosed.  May 22, 1953 

172.2  Statement from Farm Bureau Co-operative Association to CWB, giving CWB’s 

Record of Participation in purchasing from the Farm Bureau and credit in Farm 

Bureau stock. February 28, 1954 

 

173. [file folder] – Post 1955 – Church Administration 

173.1  Questionnaire on Church Discipline. Two forms – a copy of the form given to the 

membership and a tabulation of the results. Deals with the questions of Sewing 

arrangement, use of a bulletin board in the church, mixed seating (vs. gender 

segregation), permitting radio in the homes, song leadership with a leader in front 

of the sanctuary, young people’s activities, women’s covering strings, metal 

watch bands.  January 8, 1956 

173.2  Letter from M. J. Swartzentruber, Orville, Ohio, to CWB responding to CWB with 

information on the class he had baptized on February 26, 1935, apparently at the 

Pleasant View Church, Berlin, Ohio. The names: Raymond Swartzentruber, 

Verna Swartzentruber, Edna Swartzentruber, Andrew Stutzman, Anna Stutzman. 

April 11, 1957 

173.3  Post cards (6) from Ralph Palmer about their gospel tract distribution work. 

Postmarks include 1957, 1958, and 1959. October 24, 1958 
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173.4  Letter from Catherine (Kate) Miller, Dudelange, Luxembourg, sent to CWB as a 

form letter addressed to Dear Ones. She describes the work in Luxembourg with 

special focus on a few conversions and an apparently emerging body of believers.  

December 8, 1958 

173.5  A plan for receiving and allotting congregational finances. The origin or 

processing of this paper is not indicated, but definitely was meant for the 

Casselman River congregation. The plan states its effectiveness as of January 

1962.  

173.6  Tabulation of Questionnaires on Cherry Glade Meeting House. Deals with 

questions about church meeting arrangements, to build or not to build, finances, 

kind of structure. Circa 1962 

  

174. [file folder] – Post 1955 – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

174.1  Letter from Catherine Miller (Kate Miller), Dudelange, Luxembourg, to CWB at a 

point of having been on missionary assignment in Luxembourg almost a year. 

Reports on her hospitalization, her fellow-missionary and brother Harvey J. 

Miller’s bout with grippe, and the darkness they find among the people they 

serve. She often thinks of home – the relatives and the hills and valleys – but has 

not been homesick. January 19, 1956 

174.2  Letter from Catherine Miller (Kate Miller), Dudelange, Luxembourg, to CWB. 

She mentions CWB’s encouraging letter and tells about her missionary 

involvement in Luxembourg. Kate was serving under the Mission Board of 

Conservative Mennonite Conference, jointly with Eastern Mennonite Board of 

Missions. May 14, 1956 

174.3  Letter from Catherine Miller (Kate Miller), Dudelange, Luxembourg, to CWB. 

They used CWB’s gift to purchase crayons (an item some never had had and 

which they used very carefully) for the children in Neumühle.  November 2, 1956 

174.4  Letter from Catherine Miller (Kate Miller), Dudelange, Luxembourg, to CWB. 

She thanks CWB for his gift at Christmas time and plans to use the money to buy 

things needed at Neumühle. Refers to the missions deputation visit by Earl Maust 

and wife Idella Maust and by Eli Swartzentruber and wife Amelia Swartzentruber. 

She mentions the opposition of the Catholic priests.  February 5, 1957 

174.5  Letter from Kenneth L. Yoder, Espelkamp, Germany, to CWB. He expresses 

appreciation for CWB’s letter and gives some description of the work in 

Espelkamp. KLY was on a Pax assignment under Mennonite Central Committee 

and the Mission Board of Conservative Mennonite Conference. Pax was a post-

World War II rebuilding program in locations that included Europe. March 19, 

1957 

174.6  Letter from Catherine Miller (Kate Miller) to CWB. She responds to a letter from 

CWB, describing their approach to Bible study as using the Bible book approach 

and enlarges on her experience of attending Mennonite World Conference. Her 

comments include some detail about one speaker who spoke on women’s 

involvements in church programs.  September 19, 1957 
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174.7  Letter from Barbara (last name not given or detected), Kennedyville, Maryland, to 

CWB. Comments on forgivness. March 3, 1959 

174.8  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Goshen, Indiana, to CWB. Writes about their move to 

a new location near daughter Leota, married to Levi Brukholder, son of Bishop D. 

O Burkholder of the Beachy church, Samuel’s activities with chickens, Elmer G. 

Swartzendruber’s poor health,  and church work going about as usual, but plenty 

to worry about and the difficulty of accepting some of the changes in the church. 

February 9, 1960  

174.9  Letter from Moses J. Swartzentruber, Orrville, Ohio, to CWB, responding to 

CWB’s inquiry about Joe Schlabach, never tried to come back to the Mennonites 

and had been, for a while, in an “insane hospital.” 

174.10  Post card from Uria and Lena Miller, Fishersville, Virginia, to CWB as Uncle, 

with poem, “The Father’s Hand” on the front and friendly greetings on the back. 

September 8, 1960 

174.11  Birthday card from Uria and Lena Miller, Fishersville, Virginia, to CWB as 

Uncle. October 1960 

174.12  Post card from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. States safe 

arrival home. Had over-nighted in the home of Samuel T. Eash in Indiana. June 

30, 1958 

174.13  Letter from Amos W. Yoder, Gap, Pennsylvania, to CWB. The purpose of the 

letter is to inquire about the constitution and work of Penn Alps at Grantsville, 

since a member of a congregation where AWY is deacon, has been invited to join 

that program as an artist/craftsman. He also explains in some detail the church 

organization of the district to Lancaster Mennonite Conference where he serves as 

deacon. January 29, 1961 

174.14  Letter from Emanuel Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB. A friendly 

letter of encouragement. Gives his story of falling off a tractor, breaking bones, 

and spending time in the hospital. November 16, 1961 

174.15  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Goshen, Indiana, to CWB. After writing about 

health, especially of his wife, and the death of two sisters, he mentions the old 

Herold der Wahrheit/Herald of Truth published by Funk which he has on hand 

and describes where responsibility for its publication was placed in which years. 

January 6, 1961 

174.16  Letter from Samuel T. Eash and wife Katie to the Family of CWB, expressing 

condolence regarding the death of CWB. (This item received from the Simon D. 

Beachy family.) March 17, 1962 

 

175. [file folder] – Post 1955 – Personal Letters 

175-A 1956-1957 – Personal Letters 

175-A.1  Letter from Yoders (contextually clearly David S. Yoder and wife Savilla 

Yoder), Sarasota, Florida, to CWB. Comments include the large Amish and 

Mennonite winter population in Pine Craft, their dissatisfaction with the church in 

Greenwood, Delaware, while having felt comfortable with the church at 
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Grantsville. Mention is made of son Paul doing internship and a large debt on 

hand and possibly going to Ethiopia. Names mentioned include preachers David 

Miller of Oklahoma, Andrew Jantzi, and John F. Miller. From Geaugea County, 

Ohio: John Detweiler, Mahon Miller, Noah Miller. February 10, 1956   

175-A.2  Post card from Ezra (?) Peachey, sent from Sarasota, Florida, to CWB. Includes 

comments on health and the statement, “Clara is so much better.” February 17, 

1956 

175-A.3  Letter from Annie Zook, Catlett, Virginia, to CWB. Addresses him as Uncle. As 

questions of family history and comments further. The term “Nava Hucker” refers 

to the attendants in a wedding party. The letter closes with a statement: “All of the 

former writing back and forth is still all kept to myself and always will be. May 

1956 

175-A.4  Letter (form letter) from George and Dorothy Smoker, missionaries to 

Tanganyika, mailed to CWB in envelop with return address of Daniel M. Glick, 

Smoketown, Pennsylvania. They tell of their work in Africa, especially the 

experience and effect of two recent missionary conferences and the death and 

testimony of a young boy, the only believer in his village, who died and left a 

Christian testimony. July 16, 1956 

175-A.5  Letter from Reuben S. Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. He comments on the 

weather, crops, and health issues at some length. He informs CWB of a man who 

makes “copper arm rings for rheumatism trouble.” August 1, 1956 

175-A.6  Letter from Lucy Schrock, Harrington, Delaware, to CWB. Expresses thanks 

for the fern and Christimas cactus started by CWB. Mentions Paul T. Yoder going 

to Ethiopia. August 23, 1956 

175-A.7  Announcement of marriage engagement to CWB from granddaughter Lois 

Bender and Ernest Mullett. Post marked September 21, 1956 

175-A.8  Letter from Savilla Miller (Mrs. Rueben S. Miller), Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. 

Includes reference to her sister Lavina Hershberger and son Leroy. October 30, 

1956 

175-A.9  Post card from Eli Swartzentruber and wife Amelia, sent from Espelkamp-

Mittwald, Germany, telling of visiting the Roths (Joseph Roth and wife) and Anna 

in Berlin. Eli Swartzentruber was on the Mission Board of Conservative 

Mennonite Conference and visited the field in Espelkamp and in Luxembourg. 

December 1, 1956 

175-A.10  Letter from Marvin Mullet and wife Wilma Mullet, Evanston, Illinois, to 

CWB. Refers to visit with CWB when travelling. Postmarked December 3, 1956 

175-A.11  Letter from Leslie Byler and wife Mary Byler, Kalona, Iowa, enclosed in a 

Christmas card, to CWB. Describes the fire of a trailer on their property by which 

the resident woman, Eunice Kyle, lost nearly everything. December 17, 1956 

175-A.12  Apparently the letter of November 3, 1956, was the principle letter in this 

mailing with two earlier letters of June 1955 enclosed. They tell of their work in 

Africa and their related furlough and preparations to return to the field. 

Postmarked December 28, 1956  
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175-A.13  Letter from Ada (Shetler) Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Among other items 

of personal news, refers to her sister Blanche and the Conservative church 

constructing a new building on the highway (Sunnyside.). November 22, 1956 

175-A.14  Letter on Christmas card from Elmer G. Swartzendruber and wife Mary 

Swartzendruber to CWB. He notes the changes that are taking place both in the 

world as a whole and in our churches in particular and wonders what next. 

Postmarked December 19, 1956 

175-A.15  Christmas greeting card from Ivan J. Miller and wife Della Bender Miller, 

daughter of CWB. Postmarked December 19, 1956 

175-A.16  Letter from David S. Yoder, Sarasota, Florida, to CWB. Writes about their 

experiences in Florida, the building up and crowdedness of Pine Craft. Names 

mentioned: Lewis Schrock, Clara, Beulah Schrock, Milo Stutzman, Fannie 

Lichty, Eli Bontrager, their son David Yoder in Tennesee, and Monroe Yoder in 

Blountstown, Florida. Part of the letter written by wife Savilla mentions son Paul 

T. Yoder and wife Daisy in Ethiopia and her statement, “I have never been as 

happy in my life as now.” January 12, 1957 

175-A.17  Letter from George Smoker, Tanganyka, West Africa, to CWB. A form letter 

informs about their mission work and a personal note greets CWB with personal 

references. January 15, 1957 

175-A.18  Letter from Ezra Peachey and wife Clara Peachey, Sarasota, Florida, to CWB. 

Mentions others in Florida: George Bender, Dave Miller, David S. and Savilla 

Yoder. Written by Clara, including mention of canning fruits and vegetables. 

January 27, 1957 

175-A.19  Letter from Clarence Bender, Catlett, Virginia, to CWB. Expresses a desire to 

visit his uncle CWB. He has turned the farm over to the boys. Writes about the 

farm crops. Mentions Mahlon Schrock, Rudy Byler, Noah Miller, John Nisley. 

Regrets that “seems people drift away from what God had made them more than 

anything God created. Seems sad that the churches drift away so fast.” February 

3, 1957 

175-A.20  Letter from Samuel and Ada Schlabach, Fredericksburg, Ohio, to CWB. 

Mentions a visit with CWB, their travel itinerary and arriving home finding the 

family and hired hands well. February 16, 1957 

175-A.21  Greeting card of sympathy signed as “Milts,” and sent from Greenwood, 

Delaware, to CWB. The signers are understood as Milton Swartzendruber and 

wife Savannah. The slightly smudged postmark can be read as 1937, but a 

notation of “Mch 8 57” appears to mean that CWB replied on March 8, 1957. The 

occasion for sympathy as not been determined. Postmarked February 25, 1957. 

  175-A.22  Greeting card (Thinking of you, my friend) from Uria E. Miller and wife 

Lena Miller, Fisherville, Virginia, to CWB. Express appreciation for the visit to 

CWB, gives schedule of travel and arrival home, and states plans to attend the 

upcoming [Wilhelm] Bender reunion. Also mentions that Amos Zook plans to 

attend the reunion. Postmarked February 27, 1957 
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175-A.23  Letter from Savannah Byler (Mrs. Yost S. Miller), Staunton, Virginia, to 

CWB. She enclosed a handkerchief that they found in the bed in which CWB had 

slept when he visited them. Writes about a farm building project, church schedule 

for communion services, and the death of John A. Stoltzfus. April 8, 1957 

175-A.24  Letter from Dena Gingerich, Fairbank, Iowa, to CWB. She wonders if Norman 

Benders received the box she sent to them. Mentions Dan A. Byler. Inquires about 

the relationship between Daniel Kemp and CWB according to the Hochstetler 

genealogy, Fam. #4048. April 23, 1957 

175-A.25  Letter from Naomi Bender, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Writes about her father’s 

death and apologizes for the failure of informing CWB about it. May 6, 1957 

175-A.26  Letter from Ezra Peachey, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Reports on the 

health issues of his wife Clara Bender Peachey. Gives to CWB an address which 

apparently had been requested by him: Emma Kauffman, Reedsville, 

Pennsylvania and writes, “I know your lonely condition and I do not blame you 

one bit for you attitude.”  The letter is dated June 4, 1956, but postmarked, June 4, 

1957 

175-A.27  Memorial card in memory of John C. Bender, Kalona, Iowa, who died April 

10, 1957.  

175-A.28  Sympathy card and letter from CWB to Cora Bender (Mrs. Christian J. 

Bender), Fresno, California. He offers condolence and reflects on his own 

experience of loss of a companion. This material and been sent and returned twice 

due to insufficient address and apparently never reached its destination. On the 

second mailing, CWB mistakenly addressed the envelope Fresno, Oklahoma, 

rather than California. July 1957 

175-A.29  Post card from Norman Bodes and wife, sent from Enid, Oklahoma, 

apparently the address of their home, to CWB. States that they have been home 

two weeks, apparently after having visited CWB at his home. June 13, 1957 

175-A.30  Letter from Savilla Yoder (Mrs. David S. Yoder), Milford, Delaware, to CWB, 

addressing him as Uncle Crist and sharing personal news. Reference is made to 

connections in Tennessee and to Eli Swartzentruber and family. June 22, 1957  

175-A.31  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder, Milford, Delaware, each 

writing a part of the letter, to CWB. Personal news, including items concerning 

some of their family: John Yoder, Daniel Yoder, David Yoder, Paul T. Yoder, 

Amos Yoder. July 13, 1957  

175-A.32  Letter from Ada (Shetler) Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Among other items 

of personal news, refers to the death of her aunt’s husband, Christian J. Bender. 

August 19, 1957 

175-A.33  Letter from Cora (Hershberger) Bender, Fresno, California, to “Dear Niece.” 

This niece is identifiable as Ada (Shetler) Yoder (Mrs. Isaiah Yoder; he died in 

1951) who had a brother Alvin and an adopted sister Blanche Sanders, both of 

whom are mentioned in the letter. In this letter Cora refers to the death of her 

husband Christian J. Bender. The letter would have been sent to Iowa where the 
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Shetlers lived and somehow made its way to the home of CWB. September 2, 

1957 

175-A.34  Letter from Annie Zook, Catlett, Virginia, to CWB. Expresses regret that she 

could not attend the reunion. Notes that she is not getting any younger and gives 

her age as 54,  September 1957 

175-A.35  Letter from Moses E. Hochstetler, Volant, Pennsylvania, to CWB. 

Acknowledges having received information on the death of Joel Zook. Is building 

a house, Rudy C. Byler helping. October 8, 1957 

175-A.36  Letter from Ezra Peachey and Clara Peachey, Sarasota, Florida, written mostly 

by Clara, to CWB. Names mentioned: Perry and Savilla Yoder, Dr. Jonas Miller, 

Felty Miller, Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Moses Beachy, Eli Kramer, Eli 

Bontrager.  Postmarked November 17, 1958 

175-A.37  Letter from Annie Zook, Catlett, Virginia, to CWB. Reports on Clarence’s 

hospitalization and speaks of a quilt and a visit by Laban L. Swartzentruber. 

November 24, 1957 

175-A.38  Letter from Savannah Miller (Mrs. Yost Miller), written from The McCleary 

Clinic and Hospital, Excelsior Springs, Missouri, to CWB. Includes reference to 

an earlier visit to CWB and appreciation for a good time and hospitality.  

November 26, 1957 

175-A.39  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder to CWB. Personal news 

includes items related to Savilla’s falls, Luke D. Yoder, David’s sister Fannie, 

Monroe Yoder of Blountstown in Florida, Daniel V. Yoder, Eli Bontrager. 

December 17, 1957 

175-A.40  Christmas greeting card from Rachel Miller, granddaughter of CWB to CWB. 

Postmarked December 19, 1957 

 

175-B – 1958-1959  – Personal Letters 

175-B.1  Birth announcement from Ernest and Lois Bender Mullett, Greenwood, 

Delaware: Nathan Andre born January 13, 1958 

175-B.2  Letter from Annie Wisseman (Mrs. George Wisseman), North Fork, California, 

to CWB. Describes the drive to Madera. Comments on a visit by David Showalter 

family and reports of matters in Delaware. Others mentioned are Irene Zook, the 

Eli Schrocks, and Carlos Wisseman. January 21, 1958 

175-B.3  Letter from Annie(?) Zook, Catlett, Virginia, to CWB. Writes about Rufus and 

Clarence without surnames identified. January 30, 1958 

175-B.4  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder, written from Sarasota, 

Florida, to CWB. He mentions the cold weather in Florida, Delaware, and 

Pennsylvania. Refers to his dissatisfaction with trends among Mennonites, 

including Nevin Bender saying in Delaware that the plain coat and cape dress 

should not longer be required. Mentions revival preachers William McGrath and 

Eli Kramer. February 18, 1958 

175-B.5  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder, written from Sarasota, 

Florida, to CWB. Personal news includes mention of cold, wet weather, preacher 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

194  

 

Kenneth Good, preacher David Miller of Oaklahoma, Ezra Peachey and wife 

Clara Peachey, Lewis Schrock, Fannie Lichty Stutzman, Lloyd Yoder son of 

William S. Yoder, Noah Yoder son of William S. Yoder. March 4, 1958 

175-B.6  Letter from Mollie Mason, Sanford, Florida, to CWB. Recognizes earlier letter 

from CWB. The letter is dated March 5, 1957, but is postmarked March 6, 1958. 

175-B.7  Post card from Verda Beachy (daughter of CWB), Salisbury, Pennsylvania, sent 

to CWB c/o Leslie Byler, Kalona, Iowa. Reference to Floyd indicates that CWB 

had travelled to Iowa with son Floyd Bender. The statement, “Evans went home 

yesterday,” could refer to Evan and Ada (Verda’s daughter) having been snow 

bound at Simon and Verda’s home till “yesterday”. Reports that Mary Maust is 

not doing well, the sugar sap is “running” from the Maple Trees at Ernest Yoder’s 

farm, and that they didn’t tap yet at Ivans (likely referring to Ivan J. and Della 

Miller, although March 21 sound much too late for not having tapped yet.  

Postmarked March 21, 1958 

175-B.8  Post card from Verda Beachy (daughter of CWB), Salisbury, Pennsylvania, sent 

to CWB, c/o Leslie Byler, Kalona, Iowa. She comments about heavy snow with 

church services cancelled at Cherry Glade. Remarks that it doesn’t look much like 

tapping yet, and that Mary Maust is getting weaker.  Postmarked March 24, 1958 

175-B.9  Post card from Myra Maust (Mrs. Omar Maust), Salisbury, Pennsylvania, to 

CWB. Reports on the low physical condition of Mary Maust (who died on April 

4, 1958.) Others mentioned are her daughters Mildred Maust Beitzel and Ruth 

Maust Beitzel as care givers. Elmer S. Yoder preached at Grantsville. March 26, 

1958 

175-B.10  Memorial card in memory of Jacob J. Miller, Kalona, Iowa, who died March 

26, 1958. 

175-B.11  Post card from Verda Beachy (Mrs. Simon Beachy), Salisbury, Pennsylvania, 

to CWB. Mentions the declining condition of Mary Maust and the death of Mr. 

Barnhart. Postmarked March 27, 1958. 

175-B.12  Letter from Savilla, Reuben, and family (Rueben S. Miller), Middlefield, Ohio, 

to CWB. Refers to their visit to CWB. Writes about funeral preparations and 

attendance and her treatment of the fern given her by CWB. April 8, 1958 

175-B.13  Letter from Haro Schacke, Phoenix, Arizona, to CWB, responding to a letter 

from CWB establishing relationship as cousins.  May 9, 1958 

175-B.14  Letter from Barbara Yoder (Mrs. Moses W. Yoder) Iowa City, Iowa, to CWB. 

Names include Cora Miller (Mrs. Ben M. Miller), son Paul Yoder, son Morris 

Yoder. May 4, 1958 

175-B.15  Thank you note from Francis and Lenora Yoder for wedding gift. May 10, 

1958 

175-B.16  Letter from Annie Wisseman (Mrs. George Wisseman), North Fork, 

California, to CWB. Writes about “logging time in the high Sierras; 

grandchildren, illness and passing of cousin Mary Orendorf, Billy Graham in San 

Fransisco; Bible school for whites and American Indians. May 22, 1958 
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175-B.17  Letter from Savilla Miller (Mrs. Reuben S. Miller), Middlefield, Ohio, to 

CWB. Refers to “Lavina” now working in Virginia and not having stayed with 

CWB very long. June 11, 1958 

175-B.18  Letter from Mollie Mason, Sanford, Florida, to CWB. Notes that “Don joined 

the Navy and refers to Ruth and to the boys.” June 14, 1958 

175-B.19  Letter from Annie Wisseman (Mrs. George Wisseman), North Fork, 

California, to CWB. Describes at some length the effects of the Billy Graham 

meetings and gives news related to Manford Miller and wife, and Lovina Zook. 

Refers to Idella Bender’s (daughter of Harvey Bender) burning accident. July 31, 

1958 

175-B.20  Letter from Barbara Yoder (Mrs. Moses W. Yoder), Iowa City, Iowa, to CWB. 

Asks about Idella Bender, granddaughter of CWB, who was badly burned in a 

bon fire accident. Reports visitors from Pennsylvania: Mr. and Mrs. Noah Beachy 

and Mrs. Sam Beachy (two sisters with brother Simon Hershberger living in 

Iowa). Tells of an accident fatal to a three-year-old girl, daughter of Daniel Yoder. 

August 3, 1958 

175-B.21  Letter from Ada N. Kinsinger, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding 

the location of the grave of Michael Otto and wife. Postmarked August 6, 1958 

175-B.22  Letter from Ada N. Kinsinger, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB regarding 

the location of the grave of Michael Otto and wife. Postmarked August 23(?), 

1958 

175-B.23  Letter from David S. Yoder, Milford, Delaware, to CWB, informing CWB of 

the hospitalization of his wife Savilla due to strangulated hernia. Mentions the 

death of Mrs. Norman Swartzentruber of Au Gres, Michigan. September 16, 1958 

175-B.24  Letters from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla (each writing separately), 

Milford, Delaware, to CWB, written in the hospital where Savilla is a patient. 

Persons mentioned are Savilla’s sister Nanna Swartzentruber, Paul D. Yoder 

(their daughter’s tractor accident and hospitalization). They state that the letter is 

for Verda [Mrs. Simon D. Beachy] also.  September 1958 

175-B.25  Letter from Savilla Miller (Mrs. Rueben S. Miller), Middlefield, Ohio, to 

CWB, with family and church related news. The enveloped is postmarked 

October 13, 1958, and CWB indicates having answered the letter on October 4; 

apparently letter and envelope are mismatched. September 12, 1958 

175-B.26  Letter from Barbara Yoder (Mrs. Moses W. Yoder), Iowa City, Iowa, to CWB. 

Writes about the death of deacon Dan Coblentz and the incapacitated condition of 

his widow; tornado damage in Iowa; a trip east to visit relatives; son Mose’ 

hospitalization; her brother George Bender. October 12, 1958  

175-B.27  Letter from Eli Swartzentruber and wife Amelia Swartzentruber, written from 

Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. Responding to an apology from CWB, who 

apparently felt he had not offered appropriate hospitality when they stopped by. 

The Swartzentrubers were sharing about the mission work in Germany and, in 

Middlefield, also visited cousins the John Kinsingers and the Rueben S. Millers. 

October 28, 1958 
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175-B.28  Letter from Annie Wisseman, North Fork, California, to CWB. Mentions a 

letter from Nanna Swartzentruber reporting on the reunion; change of climate for 

rheumatism; German language of her father and others; logging to continue till 

weather prohibits. October 29, 1958 

175-B.29  Letter from Haro Schake and wife Edith Schake, Yucaipa, California, to CWB. 

Explains new location as better year round than Pheonix; not as hot in summer. 

Mentions her brother Levi. Writes as a cousin. See Daniel Bender genealogy Fam. 

#7485. November 7, 1958 

175-B.30  Letter from Savilla Miller (Mrs. Rueben S. Miller), Middlefield, Ohio, to 

CWB. Because of a cold, she decided to not go to church that morning in a buggy. 

Comments on the blessing of a warm house in cold weather, including CWB’s 

house when visiting there; fire in the Spector dry goods store. December 7, 1958 

175-B.31  Christmas card with letter from Frieda Brooks, Cambridge, Maryland, to Mrs. 

CWB. She refers to times in the CWB home when a child. December 1958? 

175-B.32  Christmas card with short note from Frieda Brooks, Cambridge, Maryland, to 

CWB. Refers to busy-ness at the factory and she couldn’t get off. December, 

postmark perhaps 1958 

175-B.33  Thank you note (for wedding gift) from Edgar and Ellen Yoder. Postmarked 

January 17, 1959. 

175-B.34  Letter from Annie Wisseman, North Fork, California, to CWB. Mentions visit 

to Cora Bender, nee Hershberger, and finding her doing well; Ada Hershberger is 

in a sanatorium mentally confused. January 21, 1959 

175-B.35  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder, written from Sarasota, 

Florida, to CWB. Personal news includes mention of Valentine Miller, Harvey 

Beiler, Robert Kauffman of Plain City Ohio, Paul T. Yoder, Noah Zehr, Dan 

Eash, Andrew Jantzi.  March 5, 1959 

175-B.36  Letter from George Smoker and wife Dorothy Smoker, Tanganyka, Africa, to 

CWB. This is a form letter with two personal paragraphs written in. Notes having 

heard that CWB attended the funeral of John A Stoltzfus. Notes the 25th 

anniversary of the mission in Ethiopia. March 30, 1959 

175-B.37  Letter from Mrs. Eli Brenneman, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB. 

Responds to inquiry about availability of a certain kind of shoe, perhaps referring 

to the Spector Stores.  June 15, 1959 

175-B.38  Post card from Ada N. Kinsinger, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Refers 

to Otto genealogy and apologizes for limited time spent with CWB on the subject.  

Powstmarked June 19, 1959 

175-B.39  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder, Milford, Delaware, to 

CWB. Includes comments about a recent ordination of “a young man [who] will 

come near fitting in the place as anyone here.” According to the records, this must 

refer to the ordination of Owen Guengerich. An opinion is expressed that a much 

earlier ordination was a mistake. June 23, 1959 

175-B.40  Letter from Barbara Yoder (Mrs. Moses W. Yoder), Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. 

Mentions Elmer G. Swartzendruber in the hospital; Mary Swartzendruber’s 
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illness; surgery of Mrs. Moses P. Yoder; Idella Bender’s burn accident; marriages 

of the daughters of Omar Maust and wife Myra Maust; church services at home of 

Paul Brenneman July 12, 1959 

175-B.41  Letter (on flowered stationery) from Edith and Hor. (last name not given), 

Yucaipa, California, to CWB, addressed as “Dear Cousin Crist”. A friendly letter. 

July 23, 1959  

175-B.42  Post card from Naomi Schlabach, Fredericksburg, Ohio, to CWB. Announces 

arrival home after visit with CWB; enjoyed the sandwiches given them by Verda 

Beachy.  September 8, 1959 

175-B.43  Letter from Mrs. Albert S. Miller, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Refers extensively 

to her husband who had passed away on August 7, 1959. Addresses CWB as 

“Cousin. September 30, 1959 

175-B.44  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder, Milford, Delaware, 

written by David, to CWB. Comments on their 18,000 chicks, his uncle Eli 

Stutzman in Ohio, the need for Eli Swartzentruber to retire from preaching, the 

much too stylish wedding of Ivan Yoder [son of Milton E. Yoder of Grantsville, 

Maryland] and Edna Yoder at the Greenwood Church, and the strong trend of the 

“progressive element” in the church. October 11, 1959 

175-B.45  Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Enos Swartzentruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, 

writing from the office of an osteopath in Davenport, Iowa. Writes about the job 

of her daughter Katie Swartzentruber as a nurse; the death of Arminda 

Brenneman. October 17, 1959 

175-B.46  Letter from Mary Swartzendruber (Mrs. Elmer G. Swartzendruber), Wellman, 

Iowa, to CWB.  Reports on their health issues since Elmer’s surgery in April. 

Mentions revival meetings at Fairview church with Jonas P. Yoder as preacher 

and upcoming meetings at Upper Deer Creek with Orie Kauffman as preacher. 

October 30, 1959 

175-B.47  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder, Milford, Delaware, 

written by David, to CWB. Gives information on the farm operation of son John 

Yoder. Visited his uncles in Ohio and comments on the Amish church in Ohio. 

Mentions the wedding of Lester Beachy and the wedding of Ivan Yoder, son of 

Milton E. Yoder of Grantsville, Maryland. November 6, 1959 

175-B.48  Letter from Mrs. Jonas L. Yoder, Fredericksburg, Ohio, to CWB. She refers to 

a visit in CWB’s home and asks about the progress with the Home (Goodwill 

Mennonite Home) and for the name and address of the boy “that a crusher went 

over him.”  November 10, 1959 

175-B.49  Letter with undeciphered signature from Oakland, Maryland to CWB as “Dear 

Uncle.” Gives a negative response to an apparent inquiry from CWB for someone 

to live in with him. Refers to themselves as “we” and mentions the following 

names: Lottie, Lottie’s girls, little Katie, the Peachey children, Amanda Orendorf. 

Having taken a taxi to go to Oakland suggests the writer’s Amish affiliation. 

December 30, 1959  
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175-C – 1960  – Personal Letters 

175-C.1  Letter from Gideon Byler and wife Lydia Byler, Staurts Draft, Virginia, to 

CWB. Refers to Gid’s declining health and the passing of Dave Yoder or Dave 

Zook [perhaps Yoder or Zook, not clear] and the distress of the family.  January 

21, 1960 

175-C.2  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder, Milford, Delaware, written 

by David, to CWB. Signature on the letter, but obviously from the Yoders. Sent 

from Sarasota, Florida, according to the post mark. News includes Savilla 

suffering from back pains, Joe Esh holding revival meetings in Florida, the work 

of Paul T. Yoder and wife Daisy Yoder in Ethiopia, the educational and job status 

of son David Yoder, Jr., the job situation of son Jesse J. Yoder, and the pastoral 

assignment of son Daniel V. Yoder at Dover. The letter is undated. The envelop is 

postmarked February 3, 1960. 

175-C.3  Letter from Savilla Miller (Mrs. Reuben Miller), Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. 

Mentions much snow in the area and their children: David, Savannah, and Dena. 

March 13, 1960 

175-C.4  Letter from Manass Bontrager, Middlebury, Indiana, to CWB with information 

about and obituary of John J. Knepp. March 14, 1960 

175-C.5  Letter from Samuel T. Eash, Goshen, Indiana, to CWB. Mentions the death of 

John Kemp and writes about days past and his desire to visit CWB in person. 

March 16, 1960 

175-C.6  Letter from Gideon Byler and wife Lydia Byler, Stuarts Draft, Virginia, to 

CWB.  March 16, 1960 

175-C.7  Letter from Lydia Byler (Mrs. Gideon Byler) Stuarts Draft, Virginia, to CWB. 

She writes at length about Gideon’s dementia and illness and mentions the family 

of the deceased Dave Yoder or Dave Zook (writing not clear).  March 16, 1960 

175-C.8  Invitation from Joanna Miller (granddaughter) to CWB to the graduation 

exercises at Northern High School, Accident, Maryland, June 1, 1960. 

Postmarked May 18, 1960  

175-C.9  Letter from Annie Zook, Catlett, Virginia, to CWB with a series of questions 

about the Bender relatives, especially about the oldest sister of CWB’s mother 

[Lydia Petersheim, m. Christian Selders].  March 19, 1960 

 175-C10.  Letter from Enos Swarzentruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. This eight-page 

letter includes mention of staying home on Sunday due to fatique or illness except 

when services are in the home district and writes at length about accidents 

involving a car and a school bus and the a tractor upset that killed a young driver. 

The tractor belonged to George, perhaps George Bender.  April 10, 1960 

175-C.11  Letter from George Smoker, Tanganyika, to CWB, handwritten on a form 

letter of mouse eaten airmail paper.  April 26, 1960 

175-C.12  Letter from Annie Zook, Cattlet, Virginia, to CWB. She refers to Fannie 

Bender Miller’s hard lot [husband Floyd J. Miller died March 31, 1960] and 

concern about the condition of Floyd’s son Jacob Miller. Refers to the picture in 

the Republican news paper of the Val Bender mill. May 23, 1960 
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175-C.13  Letter from Savilla Miller (Reuben S. Miller), Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. 

Writes about farm work and, at length, about a foot doctor who travels to Amish 

locations. June 26, 1960 

175-C.14  Letter from George Bender, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. Refers to the fatal 

accident of his hired man. He hopes CWB will attend conference in Iowa and a 

big Bender reunion and asks him to speak at the reunion as one of the few left of 

the third generation [from Daniel Bender].  July 17, 1960 

175-C.15  Letter from H. J. Bender (likely Henry J. Bender, DDB #3575), Canton, Ohio, 

to CWB. He describes his trip home from Grantsville by bus. August 2, 1960 

175-C.16  Note from Enos C. Swartzentruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB with an invitation 

for CWB to lodge with them if and when attending the annual conference in Iowa. 

August 6, 1960 

175-C.17  Letter from Lena Swartzentruber (Enos C. Swartzentruber), Kalona, Iowa, to 

CWB. Writes about the wedding of their daughter, Sadie Swartzentruber, to 

Moses Mast. August 11, 1960 

175-C.18  Letter from Elva Bender (Harvey Bender), sent from Wellman, Iowa, to CWB. 

Gives places of visiting while attending the annual conference in Iowa: George 

Bender, Earl Bender, Mrs. Val Yoder, John Zook, Sam Thomas, Claude Beachy, 

Alva Shetler, Mrs. Levi Miller. Postmarked August 16, 1960 

175-C.19  Letter from Reuben S. Miller and wife Savilla Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to 

CWB. Writes about their family reunion in Ohio. August 16, 1960 

175-C.20  Post card from Uria and Lena Miller, Staunton, Virginia, to CWB, wishing 

him well, apparently because of recent hospitalization. Card has a poetic 

meditation on front. September 8, 1960 

175-C.21  Letter from George Bender, Wellman, Iowa, to CWB, referring to CWB’s 

hospitalization, missing CWB at the annual conference in Iowa, the conference 

sounding like “our conference” (Iowa-Nebraska Mennonite Conference) thirty 

years ago, and the arrival of new granddaughter, Beth Diane, born to son Dwight. 

September 11, 1960 

175-C.22  Birthday card from Uria Miller and wife Lena Miller and children, Virginia, to 

CWB. October 2(?), 1960 

175-C.23  Letters (2), one from Dan Gingerich and one from wife Lydia Gingerich, 

Hazleton, Iowa,  to CWB. They write about Dan’s experience with a kidney stone 

attach; a serious accident involving six Amish men in a “taxi” vehicle. Names in 

the letters include Ed Stutzman and sons Eddie Stutzman and Freddy Stutzman, 

Simon Gingerich. They note a visit to Henry Hartzler at Lake Side, Canada, and 

her illness and “pitiful” condition. November 11, 1960 

175-C.24  Post card from Savilla _______, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB, about a possible 

visit when Reuben and Leroy go to Pennsylvania on a hunting trip. Savilla (Byler) 

Miller, wife of Rueben S. Miller, had a son Leroy according to the Daniel Bender 

genealogy, Family # 5584. She refers to caring for a man 93 years of age. Her 

father and her father-in-law were in the 90s decade of age, but neither was age 93 

on the date of this letter. December 3, 1960 
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175-C.25  Letter from Iddow W. Bender, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB. Writes about 

a certain tea, not named in letter, as effective for various illnesses and gives 

testimonials accordingly.  December 10, 1960 

 

175-D – 1961ff  – Personal Letters 

175-D.1  Letter from Savilla Miller (Mrs. Reuben S. Miller), Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. 

Writes about plans to visit CWB, but plans were changed by weddings, etc. She 

wants to visit him “unless your are making a change.” Also: “When you have 

decided what you will do for the winter, I would be glad to know.” January 2, 

1961 

175-D.2  Letter from Elizabeth Stutzman, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB, addressing him as 

“cousin.” Writes about her ailments and her wish for heaven. January 7, 1961 

175-D.3  Letter from Enos C. Swartzentruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB; obviously written 

by his wife Magdalena (Bender) Swartzentruber. Writes of Enos’s heart condition 

and of various others of the same ailment. January 8, 1961 

175-D.4  Letter from Ada S. Yoder, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Mentions her situation of 

living alone (and Crists) and people she appreciates, including Mary Byler (Mrs. 

Leslie Byler); James Bender in Phoenix. January 9, 1961 

175-D.5  Letter from Iddo W. Bender, Belleville, Pennsylvania, to CWB; wife’s name 

also in signature as Mima, for Jemima Peachey Bender. Inquires about the Bender 

book and comments on various kinds of tea. January 19, 1961 

175-D.6  Letter from Eli M. Bender, written from Claremore, Oklahoma, to CWB. 

Describes his stay and treatment at Bennet’s Bath House. According to the Daniel 

Bender genealogy (Fam. # 7158), Eli was a son of CWB’s uncle Michael Bender 

and was Presbyterian in church affiliation. January 24, 1961  

175-D.7  Letter from Savilla Miller (Mrs. Reuben S. Miller), Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. 

Comments about schedule difficulties for a visit to CWB, including funeral of 

Fannie Slabaugh. January 25, 1961 

175-D.8  Post Card from Ezra Peachey, Sarasota, Florida, to CWB. His wife Clara 

Peachey (niece of CWB) has exceptional health for her age, but Ezra had been 

very sick from paint poisoning after painting his house. February 12, 1961 

175-D.9  Letter from Rueben S. Miller (Savilla Miller), Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. 

Hints of a visit to CWB and comments on weather in Pennsylvania, Lena Miller 

(Mrs. Eli Miller) having visited him, and receiving a letter from Myra Maust 

when daughter Mildred Maust was in surgery. February 14, 1961 

175-D.10  Letter from Ada Shetler Yoder (Ada Yoder), Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Writes 

about the girls who stay with her, especially Dorothy, but also Dorthea Zook. 

Mentions Blanche and her flying to Florida as nurse to an old lady. Comments 

further about her fear of flying, being a “afraidy cat” and her observations of the 

jet planes. February 16, 1961 

175-D.11  Letter from Savilla Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. Writes about a trip to 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with a foot doctor and driving right by Somerset, but 
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weather too bad to consider stopping off. Writes of illnesses, including Mrs. Jake 

Hostetler and Mrs. Melvin Wengerd.  February 26, 1961 

175-D.12  Letter from Naomi Smoker, Tanganyika, Africa, to CWB. A friendly letter to 

an uncle, including mention of her work on the field being in the business 

department. March 6, 1961 

175-D.13  Letter from Rueben S. Miller and Savilla Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. 

Mentions possibility of a visit including travel with someone interested in an 

antique connected with Eli Brenneman. Mentions illnesses of Savannah, Mrs. D. 

A. Byler, and Mrs. Enoch A. Byler. Remarks about a festival and Rueben making 

sausage for it. March 16, 1961 

175-D.14  Post Card from Savilla Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB, stating, “Sam 

Slabaugh talked of coming up this Sat and go with me on the bus on Monday.”  

Savilla (Byler) Miller, wife of Rueben S. Miller, had a widowed brother-in-law, 

Samuel J. Schlabach, who lived at Fredericksburg, Ohio, according to the Daniel 

Bender genealogy, Family # 5580. “Coming up” apparently refers to traveling 

from Fredericksburg north to Middlefield as one part of the arrangements to visit 

CWB. Postmarked March 30, 1961 

175-D.15  Letter from Henry E. Bender, and wife Irene Bender, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. 

They give information about their trip east and express much appreciation for the 

visit with CWB. They mention [the Amish] Sunday school opening in the spring.  

April 16, 1961 

175-D.16  Letter from Elizabeth Stutzman, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. Wrties about her 

difficult childhood with loss of mother and complications of stepmother and step-

siblings; the difficulties and handicaps of old age. Reference to Mrs. Henry 

Overholt may be related to earlier correspondence of September 7, 1953, 

regarding her mother and CWB’s interest in a “housekeeper.” April 20, 1961 

175-D.17  Post Card from Eli Swartzentruber and wife Amelia Swartzentruber, 

Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, expressing thanks for a nice visit with him and 

stating that after leaving his house, they “stopped at Milts and picked up Shems 

and then a little time at the locker and then started home.” At this time, Shem 

Peachey and wife Salome Peachey lived in Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Apparently 

they were visiting in Somerset County, were staying with her brother, Milton E. 

Bender at the moment, and the Swartzentrubers travelled through Lancaster 

County, Pennsylvania, en route home. The “locker” refers to the Yoder Meat 

Processers at Grantsville, established by Eli L. Yoder and sons Paul and Henry in 

the late 1940s or early 1950s. Postmarked May 3, 1961 

175-D.18  Letter from Moses M. Hershberger and wife Lavina Hershberger, written by 

Lavina, Fairbank, Iowa, to CWB. Writes about the crops and gives news that 

includes the following names: Atlee Shetler, Marvin, Savilla, Harvey C. Bender 

and hospitalization of daughter Idella Bender, Dan F. Gingerich, a Lydia who 

went to school with CWB, and Alvin D. Byler. May 7, 1961 

175-D.19  Letter from Ruben S. Miller and Savilla Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. 

Writes after  a visit to CWB. Tells of home activities. May 11, 1961 
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175-D.20  Letter from Emanuel Swartzendruber, Pigeon, Michigan, to CWB. Writes in 

response to a letter from CWB, explains his own hospitalizations and writes 

encouragement with use of Scripture. May 15, 1961 

175-D.21  Post card from Reuben S. Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB, reporting on 

wife Savilla Miller’s recovery from surgery. May 20, 1961  

175-D.22  Post Post card from Reuben S. Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB, reporting 

on wife Savilla Miller’s recovery from surgery. May 23, 1961  

175-D.23  Post Post card from Savilla Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB, reporting on 

her recovery from surgery. May 27, 1961  

175-D.24  Letter from Eli Swartzentruber and wife Amelia Swartzentruber, expressing 

thanks for dahlia bulbs received from CWB and telling of their son Earl 

Swartzentruber and family moving to Kentucky. May 31, 1961 

175-D.25  Letter from Reuben S. Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB, reporting on wife 

Savilla Miller experiencing a setback since surgery, with intestinal and kidney 

infections. Letter by Savilla, dated June 6, enclosed. June 4, 1961 

175-D.26  Post card from Savilla Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB, reporting on her 

recovery, mentioning CWB’s apparent recovery since he was planting flowers, 

and noting the funeral of Mrs. Noah Miller and a daughter of Will Byler. June 10, 

1961 

175-D.27  Letter from Barbara Yoder (Mrs. Moses W. Yoder,) Iowa City, Iowa, to CWB, 

reporting farm and garden activities and making references to their children and 

mentioning the death of Dan Gingerich and having traveled to the funeral with 

Leslie Byler and wife Mary Byler. July 3, 1961 

175-D.28  Letter from Savilla and Rueben Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. Reports 

on her own health, remarks on CWB’s good health, and notes the death of Dan 

Gingerich. July 10, 1961 

175-D.29  Letter from Eli Swarzentruber and Amelia Swartzentruber, Greenwood, 

Delaware, to CWB. Refers to CWB having gone home with Harveys (Harvey 

Bender) and wonders why he would not live with them rather than being lonely 

and needing to cook. Refers to the day when CWB “was so active in Conference 

work.” Refers also to Amos Bontrager and wife Lois Bontrager, and son Earl 

Swartzentruber. July 26, 1961 

175-D.30  Post Card from Annie Z, Catlett, Virginia, to CWB. Addresses him as uncle. 

She hopes CWB could eat the doughnuts before the got moldy. Describes their 

getting large quantities of doughnuts and that the four-legged ones get what the 

two-legged ones don’t eat. Apparently that supply consisted of day-old discards 

from a bakery. Annie Bender Zook was a niece of CWB according to the Daniel 

Bender genealogy, Family #5128.  July 27, 1961 

175-D.31  Card from ______ . They would wish to visit CWB when they travel with the 

foot doctor to Belleville, but that may not work out since they would be travelling 

with others. See notes on post cards of December 3, 1960 and March 30, 1961. 

This card dated August 5, 1961 
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175-D.32  Letter from Savannah Miller (Mrs. Yost Miller), Staunton, Virginia, to CWB, 

regarding their effort to purchase for him a straw hat and plans to attend a reunion 

(likely a Wilhelm Bender reunion) in the near future. The straw hat presumably 

was of a rather plain style available in some areas, but not in the stores near 

CWB’s home. August 19, 1961 

175-D.33  Post card from Samuel T. Eash and wife Katie Eash, Goshen, Indiana, to 

CWB. Refers with satisfaction to a visit with CWB. August 21, 1961 

175-D.34  Letter from Amelia Swartzentruber and Eli Swartzentruber, Greenwood, 

Delaware, to CWB. Refers to a good trip home after a visit with CWB with 

thanks for his hospitality; states that the fern survived the trip well. They were 

anticipating Joe Hershberger, son of Jake Hershberger, for meetings at 

Greenwood. Postmarked September 6, 1961 

175-D.35  Post card from Savilla Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. Reports on a good 

trip home after visiting him and events at home. September 7, 19716 

175-D.36  Letter from Lavina Hershberger (Mrs. Moses M. Hershberger), Fairbank, 

Iowa, to CWB. Mentions that her sister Savilla had visited CWB and the Bender 

reunion; their own recent travels to their children and the funeral of Mattie 

Borkholder (Mrs. Moses Borkholder); extended family and local news. September 

12, 1961 

175-D.37  Letter from David S. Yoder and wife Savilla Yoder, Milford, Delaware, 

written by David, to CWB. Tells about the farm crops and the farm and broiler 

operation of son John Yoder, the illness of son Daniel V. Yoder, the John Deere 

dealership of son-in-law Eli Bontrager, and the visit and preaching of ministers 

Joseph Hershberger and Simon Coblentz. September 14, 1961 

175-D.38  Letter from Mrs. Enos C. Swartzentruber, Kalona, Iowa, to CWB. Writes 

about work, events, and people, including Valentine Miller and wife, cousin 

Annie Miller, and her sister Lydia Bender (single). September 19, 1961 

175-D.39  Letter from Savilla Miller, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. In addition to news 

about their work and doings, expresses concern about CWB living alone at his 

age. September 21, 1961 

175-D.40  Letter from Ada (likely Ada Shetler), from Pleasant View Home, Kalona, 

Iowa, to CWB.  Writes about her move to the Pleasant View Home, including the 

sale of her personal effects and the help she received from Alvin and Sadie and 

Blanche, and tells of the provisions she receives for $90 per month.  September 

21, 1961 

175-D.41  Letter from John P. Bawel and wife Thelma Bawel, Thornhill, Ontario, to 

CWB. Apparently in Ontario for surgery related hernia, but as residents of 

Belleville, Pennsylvania. Mentions having been at the reunion.  September 27, 

1961 

175-D.42  Post Card from Elizabeth Stutzman, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. She addresses 

him as a cousin, refers to a pleasant visit from Swartzentrubers and explains her 

arthritic condition and her longing for her loved Savior “as he may get my place 

ready.” October 2, 1961 
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175-D.43  Letter from Chriss and Lena, Kalona, Iowa. The writers are identifiable, by 

birth date of a grandson, as Chriss S. Bender and wife Magdelene Gingerich 

Bender, Family # 5310 in the Daniel Bender genealogy (1985). October 3, 1961 

175-D.44  Letter from Mr. Yost Miller, Staunton, Virginia, to CWB, addressing him as 

Uncle Crist. Refers to farm operations and enjoyment in attending the Bender 

reunion. October 6, 1961 

175-D.45  Letter from Elizabeth Stutzman, Hartville, Ohio, to CWB. Writes about his 

and her gall stone problems and her other ailments and ways of dealing with 

them.  October 28, 1960 

175-D.46  Letter from Eli Swartzentruber/Amelia Swartzentruber, Greenwood, Delaware, 

to CWB. Refers to son Earl Swartzentruber /Carol Swartzentruber and daughter 

Rhoda Showalter/David Showalter in Kentucky and daughter Lois 

Bontrager/Amos Bontrager in Cinncinati, Ohio. Others mentioned are Nevin 

Bender, David S. Yoder/Savilla Yoder and Donald Hershberger. Asks about 

CWB living along and the option of living with one of the children.  October 31, 

1961 

175-D.47  Letter from Savilla, Rueben Miller, and family, Middlefield, Ohio, to CWB. 

This apparently refers to Savilla (Byler) Miller, wife of Rueben S. Miller, 

according to the Daniel Bender genealogy, Family # 5580. Refers to death of 

Conrad Bender. Asks if CWB still is living in his house. October 31, 1961 

175-D.48  Letter from Eli Swartzentruber/Amelia Swartzentruber, Greenwood, Delaware, 

to CWB. They wonder about the possibility of Omar Maust/Myra Maust moving 

in with CWB. Reference also to Maggie Warnick.  November 24, 1961 

175-D.49  Letter from CWB to “Dear Nieces and Nephews. This appears to be 

contribution to a family circle letter which may not have been sent. He comments 

on Reuben S. Miller/Savilla Miller having visited him while Reuben hunted deer; 

that Alma Orendorf is living in as cook and housekeeper; his continued regular 

church attendance, but not spending much time working outside; the deaths of 

Kate Hershberger, John H. Bender, and Jake Otto; the hospitalization of Eli B. 

Brenneman, who bought the farm of G. Ernest Yoder. December 4, 1961 

175-D.50  Memorial card in memory of Rosetta Bender, widow of Willis Bender, 

Addison, Pennsylvania, who died December 7, 1961.  

175-D.51  Letter from Eli Bender, Anthony, Kansas, to CWB.  Comments on the 

limitation of old age and ends wishing a merry Christmas.  December 12, 1961 

175-D.52  Letter from Enos (presumed to be Enos C. Swartzentruber), Kalona, Iowa, to 

CWB. The envelope bears no mailing address, postage stamp, or postmark; may 

have been hand delivered by son Floyd Bender after return from Iowa. Is glad 

CWB has a hired person to keep house. Mentions an ordination in the non-

conference congregation with his son Eldon Swartzentruber and Noah C. in the 

lot.December 27, 1961 

175-D.53  Post card from “Floyds,” mailed from Kalona, Iowa, to CWB, presumably 

from son Floyd Bender/Anna Bender, visiting in Iowa. Refers to Rubes (Reuben 
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S. Miller) and the passing of Eugene Hershberger. Post marked December 28, 

1961(?) 

175-D.54  Letter from the Elmer Yoder family, Grantsville, Maryland, to CWB. 

Identifiable as Elmer S. and Lucy (Lichty) Yoder, who lived on Dorsey Hotel Rd. 

north of Grantsville, second farm after Yoder School (later Curtiss Chimney 

Service) until they moved to Pochahontas, Pennsylvania. Addresses CWB as 

Uncle. Lucy’s mother was a daughter of William Bender, son of Wilhelm. A 

friendly letter apparently upon hearing of CWB’s ill health. (He died March 16, 

1962).   February 28, 1962 

 

176. [file folder] – Post 1955 – Historical Items 

176.1  Clipping with picture of first graduation class of Eastern Mennonite College, from 

publication of  January 1955 

176.2  Letter from Ina Plank, Goshen, Indiana, to CWB with information and inquiry 

about the John Mechior Plank family. 

176.3  Post card from Menno J. Yoder, Grantsville, Maryland, to CWB. His question: 

“Jacob Summy told us how his uncle Daniel Hochstetler used to take a certain 

kind of wood, cut it out the shape of a wetstone, then put it in wet swampy ground 

and after a while it was hard like stone.” He asks for CWB’s memory and 

information on the matter. Menno is identified as son of John U. Yoder, son of 

Urias D. Yoder. September 28, 1960 

176.4  Magazine article, “Three Men with a Mission,” from a Southern States paper, 

Cooperative Farmer, giving the story of the innovation of egg production in 

Eastern Kentucky by Alvin Swartz, Earl Swartzentruber, and David Showalter. 

Mabel Maust, Edna Yoder, and Pauline Yoder are named also. February 1962 

176.5  Article in Allegheny Conference News, “The Gortner Union Church,” by Paul M 

Roth with picture of church building and of Bishop Noah E. Miller seated in 

automobile. Date of issue: March 1961 

 

177. [file folder] – Post 1955 – Farm and Business 

177.1  Letter from Milton Swartzentruber and wife Savannah, Greenwood, Delaware, to 

CWB. Mentions hope that this may be the year when the coal will be sold and 

continues in a personal vein. December 1, 1956 

177.2  Letter from Mrs. Noah Wengerd, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to CWB concerning 

payment of 33 pounds of mutton at 25 cents per pound bought from CWB. 

February 4, 1957 

177.3  Letter from Milton Swartzentruber and wife Savannah, Greenwood, Delaware, to 

CWB, regarding sale of the coal.  March 27, 1957  

177.4  Letter from Milton Swartzentruber and wife Savannah, Greenwood, Delaware, to 

CWB. Suggests contacting some “coal folks” before a final sale, namely, John 

Tressler, David Jones, J. Durr. September 2, 1957 

177.5  Letter from Eli Swartzentruber, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, concerning the 

sale of the coal. October 2, 1957 
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177.6  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB. Writes: “It would 

indeed be wonderful if you could sell it [land and/or coal] to Mr. Tressler.” 

October 31, 1957 

177.7  Explanation of payment by Ivan J. and Della Miller to CWB on money borrowed . 

1958 

177.8  Letter from Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB regarding the selling 

of coal, likely on land or mineral rights owned by the Val Bender heirs. January 

29, 1958 

177.9  Letter from Milton Swartzendruber with letter enclosed from his wife Savannah 

Swartzentruber about selling the coal.  Postmarked March 18, 1958 

177.10  Letter from Elam Bender, Vassar, Michigan, to CWB, addressing him as “Dear 

Grandpa.” Mentions stoker parts which Elam picked up in Flint and sent by 

freight to CWB from Millington.  January 13, 1960 

177.11  Letter from Elam Bender, Vassar, Michigan, to CWB, addressing him as “Dear 

Grandpa.” Notes that CWB did receive the stoker parts and that CWB mention in 

a letter that he had something to sell. The item for sale is not specified. February 

5, 1960 

177.12  Letter from Milton Swartzentruber, Greenwood, Delaware, to CWB, about 

procedures and price for selling “it.” Though “it” is not named beyond the 

pronoun, other correspondence indicates that the reference is to selling coal on 

which the Bender heirs apparently held mineral rights. February 15, 1960 

177.13  Invoices (2) issued by Meyersdale Community Hospital and C. C. Glass, M. D., 

to CWB, related to five days of services, including Gall Bladder Series x-rays. 

August 25, 1960 

177.14  Last Will and Testament of CWB, including designation of Harvey C. Bender 

and Fannie Bender Miller as co-executors. Signed and sealed July 3, 1961 

177.15  Record of auction of estate of CWB – the clerk’s list of items, buyer, and amount 

of purchase. 791 items listed on 14 pages.  July 16, 1962 

177.16  Statement of distribution of estate of CWB by executors Harvey C. Bender and 

Fannie (Bender) Miller. January 1963 

177.17  Notice of Filing Account and Date of Confirmation in reference to the Estate of 

Christian W. Bender, issued by the Orphan’s Court of Somerset County, 

Pennsylvania. The Notice is not dated. The date of confirmation is February 27, 

1963 

 

178. [file folder] – Post 1955 – Other  

178.1  Calendar for 1957 with ad of Roman H. Miller, Hartville, Ohio, apparently sent as 

a Christmas card. Datable as December 1956 

178.2  Newspaper clipping, almost certainly from The Budget (Sugar Creek, Ohio), 

written by Verna Maust (Mrs. Enos J. Maust), with news from the local area. 

Names include David I. and Erma (Bender) Miller, Thelma Orendorf, Eva Jean 

Bender, Harold Maust, Ervin H. Yoder, Prentice and Nona Hartzberg, Allen O. 
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Yoder, Kate Hershberger, Evan Miller, Donald Hershberger, Mintie Stavanus.  

October 25, 1961  

178.3  Bill of Lading issued by The New York Central Railroad Company for shipment 

of stoker parts by Elam Bender from Millington, Michigan, to CWB, West 

Salisbury, Pennsylvania. Elam, a grandson of CWB was a pastor at Millington at 

the time. Apparently CWB needed stoker parts from a source near Millington and 

his grandson was being helpful by picking up and shipping the items to CWB. 

Stokers were used to automatically feed coal from a bin into a coal-burning 

furnace. Whether this was used in the CWB’s dwelling or in an other building, 

such as a chicken house, is unknown at this writing. January 13, 1960 

 

179. [File Folder] – Undated – Church Administration 

179.1Paper of handwritten notations with an added note by someone indicating the 

penmanship of Elmer G. Swartzendruber (and likewise in EGS style), about 

“affairs in your congregation” without naming such congregation. The following 

questions, as requested by the Conference ministerial body, are put forth: (1) 

What attitude is being taken in regard to affiliations . . . with churches of other 

denominations, (2) have you accepted the standard as set forth by Bro. M. S. Zehr 

in regard to associations with J. E. Millers [Mr. and Mrs. Jonas E. Miller and 

wife?] and D. L. Miller, (3) Do you sanction or permit members of your 

congregation to commune from time to time who also believe it in order to 

commune with other denoninations? Since the writer of this paper presumably 

was a member of the Conference Executive Committee, it is noteworthy that 

Elmer G. Swartzendruber was elected to that Committee first in 1931. 

 

180. [File Folder] – Undated – Letters to/from Church Leaders 

 

181. [File Folder] – Undated – Personal Letters 

181.1  Undated Christmas cards with the following signers: Ada (Ada S. Yoder, wife of 

Isaiah Yoder, Kalona, Iowa), Will and Blanch (William John and Blanch Sanders 

Shetler; See Fam. #1264 in Joel B. Miller History, 1997; Elizabeth Wengerd; 

Ernest and Lena (Bender) Yoder (2) (daughter of CWB and Ida); Ada (the nature 

of the card, two oldsters by the fire place, suggests the card was from Ada 

Hershberger, sister of Ida (Hershberger) Bender; Ivans (Ivan J. and Della (Bender) 

Miller, with picture of the house at Mapleshade Farm after the area under the porch 

was enclosed and before the porch on the main floor was enclosed); Mollie and 

Family (the postmark of Swanton, Maryland, indicates that the card came from 

Mollie Selders Mason, daughter of Elizabeth Brenneman Selders Hershberger 

Yoder who had married Elias Hershberger (Ida’s father) as her second husband 

and as his second wife. See Casselman Chronicle, Fall and Winter 1973, pp. 6-8. 

181.2  Post card from Shem (last name not given), Belleville, Pennsylvania, Reports the 

death of Jeptha (last name not given) to CWB, with picture of Kishacoquillas 

Valley on front with arrow show farm of Ezra Yoder and the man with the team of 
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horses in the field identified as Levi Hertzler. Dated March 27, year not given and 

not visible on postmark. 

181.3  Post card from Lena (last name and address not given; post mark seems 

decipherable as Uniontown, Ohio) to CWB, announcing a flying trip to 

Pennsylvania and inquiring about meals in lodging in the CWB home. Pre-1952 

when post card postage went to 2 cents. 

181.4  Birthday card in the form of a post card from Lena (last name not clear, perhaps 

Bender), Kalona, Iowa, to Aunt Ida (Mrs. CWB). Reference to Ida supposedly 

being home by this time suggests she and CWB had made a visit to Iowa. She 

states, “The men are commencing to cut barley.” The writing appears to be that of 

a child. Lena’s identity not determined. Decorative front of card includes: “The old 

wish over again, I send / May you a happy Birthday spend.”   

181.5  Birthday card from Uria, Lena, and Sons, to CWB, addressing him as “Dear 

Uncle.” Refers to having seen CWB at Ada’s funeral and mentions that Simon, 

their bishop is moving away. The children of Uria and Lena (Byler) Miller’s 

children were born in Charlotte, Virginia. No date, but the reference to sons 

indicates that the card was written after the birth of their two sons (1953 and1955) 

and before the birth of their first daughter (December 14, 1960). See Fam. # 5432 

in the Daniel Bender genealogy, edition of 1985. No date. 

 

182. [File Folder] – Undated – Historical Items 

182.1  Petersheim Estate – An undated letter from E. C. Saylor, Berlin, Pennsylvania, to 

CWB explains findings in the Somerset Courthouse on the estate of of Peter 

Petersheim. The materials are found in the Clerk of Orphans Court in Envelope 15, 

Year 1829. Christian Gascho is named as guardian of the minor children: Christian 

Petersheim, John Petersheim, and Susanna Petersheim. This letter is enclosed in a 

subfile with the list of items sold at the estate auction.   

182.2  Spiral Stenographer Notebook of two parts: (1) Boyhood reminiscence of CWB (3 

pages) and (2) list of persons who order genealogical books (Bender books). The 

first part includes reference to the following persons: Grandma (apparently 

Susanna (Miller) Petersheim), Mike Ringer, minister Daniel Hershberger, Enoch 

Bender, Valentine Bender, John Beachy, father Wilhelm Bender. Gives childhood 

memories, including a case of parental discipline.   

182.3  Writing with title: “A Brief Sketch of the Jacob Swartzentruber who Lived at Red 

House, Maryland.” Author and date unknown.  

 

183. [File Folder] – Undated – Farm and Business 

183.1  Invoice form (blank) of C. W. Bender, Orchard Grove Farm. Advertising line lists 

Maple Sweets, Livestock, and Big Vein Coal. Shipping station --  West 

Salisbury, Pa., B & O R.R. 

183.2  Pictures (3) of Guernsey cows and bull from Waddington Farm, Wheeling, West 

Virginia, apparently for the purpose of advertising breeding stock for sale.  
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184. [File Folder] – Undated – Other 

184.1  Tracts (literature) of gospel/biblical message, including “Inspiration and Authority 

of Scripture,”  

184.2  Post cards and greeting cards – assorted, blank, and undate, some of older artistic 

style. 

184.3  Pictures with captions – a series of six. One picture bears the caption: “Forgetting I 

Cor. 10:31 at Goshen College.” Another: “Heathenizing Christians at G. C.” The 

caption writer seems to have taken or received pictures of activities at Goshen 

College, perhaps shots of a drama, to illustrate his disapproval of Goshen 

College perspectives.    

184.4  List of names of the following seemingly unrelated individuals: Lewis Ropp, 

Leslie Byler, Austin Bender, Richard Bender, Annie Wisseman, Mr. and Mrs. 

Herickson, Freda Brooks, Elam Bender, James Bender, Lydia Hershberger, Enos 

Swartzentruber, Dena or Lena Gingerich, Mr. R. Miller, John L. Mast, Catherine 

Miller, John “Naoma” Miller, G. S. Bender, Criss Bender, Maggie & Leota, 

Annie Zook letter, G. A. Byler letter, Ada S. Yoder, Rudy Byler, Moses W. 

Yoder, Asa S.  fam, Cora S., Orick Henry, Edna Maust, Lee Yoder, Annie and 

Glenola, Luke Bender, Dorcas Bender, Elizabeth Stutzman, Mr. and Mrs. Davis, 

Menno Yoder, Noah & Ivy L. The origin of the list is unknown. It appears to be 

written in the hand of CWB. Hypothesis at this writing: a list of cards of 

condolence received by CWB at the time of wife Ida’s death. Since “letter” is 

written after the names of Annie Zook and G. A. Byler, the suggestion is that the 

others were not letters, but could have been cards. Ida died before their grandson 

Luke Bender was born. If the hypothesis is correct, the Luke Bender in this list is 

other than the grandson. Undated 

 

 

185. [Notebook, black two-ring loose leaf] Handwritten copies of letters by CWB 

Some of the items in this notebook appear to be draft copies of letters sent out and may 

not be identical in style and phrasing to the documents actually sent. Many of these 

copies lack headings and dates which presumably appeared on the sent-out editions. 

Many of the notes and correspondence in this notebook are in reference to the case of Joe 

M. Gingerich (designated as JMG) and Moses M. Beachy. It appears that a transaction 

had occurred in which Joe was indebted to Moses, had not paid the debt, but reports were 

circulated by Joe that Moses falsely held the account against him. Procedures concerning 

the case involved ministers and others of Holmes County, Ohio (where Joe M lived), 

Grantsville, Maryland/Salisbury, Pennsylvania (where Moses M. lived),and Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania (where Joe M. had applied for church membership), and the Executive 

Committee of the Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference. At one point, the question 

of the indebtedness was processed in a meeting of fifteen persons. The list of the 

documents follows in the order in which they are placed in the notebook.  
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Notes by CWB “In the case of Joe Gingerich and M. M. Beachy.” Persons named as 

involved in the investigation: John A. Stoltzfus, John Kennel, Isaac Kennel, 

Sylvanus Stoltzfus. Refers to letters dated March 2, 1931, and March 24, 1931.  

Letter by CWB to John A. Kennel, 1 page, November 18, 1931 

Letter by Menno J. Yoder and wife Mary, 1 page, dated December 5, 1931* 

Letter by John A. Kennel to CWB, 2 pages, December 5, 1931 

Letter from CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber regarding arrangements for Executive 

Committee work in Delaware. Refers to Bro. Sam and C. M. N. The Executive 

Committee at that time consisted of CWB, Elmer G. Swartzendruber, and Samuel 

T. Eash. C. M. N. likely refers to Christian M. Nafziger of New York. 1 page.  

March 4, 1933 

 

Notes taken on question of ordaining a bishop at Greenwood, Delaware. Records 

comments of Jerry Miller, Crist Schrock, Sam Zook, and David Yoder. 2 pages. 

March 13, 1933 

Letter from CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber, in addition to referring to the matters at 

Alden, New York (Erie County), refers to “the Gingerich affairs,” 2 pages, April 

11, 1933 

Letter from Elmer G. Swartzendruber, hectographed and likely sent to multiple addresses. 

Lacks a heading and thus may be the last page of a multi-page letter. Deals with 

the Joe Gingerich case and notes a movement in Iowa to insist on dealing with the 

matter and taking things in their own hands if they (likely meaning the Executive 

Committee) does not resolve it. Undated 

Letter from Menno J. Yoder and wife Mary, Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, to Shem 

Peachey. Speaks of visit with Joe M. Gingerich and a paper presented by him and 

the non-success of the visit and the feeling of futility of further efforts. 2 pages. 

May 24, 1933 

Letter from CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber. Writes from Beach City, Ohio, while 

waiting for bus to Canton. Reports on meeting with a group in Holmes County, 

Ohio, including these names with the number of persons in each case: 

Swartzentruber families (6), Andy Slabaugh (2), John Henry Miller (2) Tices (2), 

Dan Yoder (2), Harry Stutzman (2) Jonas Hostetler (2), Mrs. Mullet (1). 

Comments further on issues faced there. June 20, 1933 

Letter from CWB to M. S. Zehr, written from Beach City, Ohio, while waiting for bus to 

Canton. Refers to church service in Holmes County, Ohio, and announcement 

from owners of meeting place that the place is no longer available to them unless 

public hearings were granted for people who want them. June 20, 1933 

Statement signed by C. W. Bender, Shem Peachey, and J. B. Miller regarding Joseph M. 

Gingerich and wife and their continued lack of change of attitude. Refers to the 

requirements of the Executive Committee., 1 page. See Conservative Amish 

Mennonite Annual Report (Conference Report) 1933, pp. 96, 97, August 8, 1933 

Letter from CWB to Michael S. Zehr about the Joe M. Gingerich situation. Mentions Lee 

Beachy, JES (not identified), George Byler. 1 page November 18, 1933 
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Letter from CWB to Laban and Nanna Swartzentruber at the Children’s Home in West 

Liberty, Ohio, asking them to consider responsibility at the Home in Grantsville. 

Mentions the Conference Executive Committee and Mission Board as involved in 

the inquiry. April 25, 1934 

Letter from CWB to Nevin Bender. States that the local congregation is not favorable for 

the annual conference to be held at Grantsville “this spring.” Refers to a need at 

the Home. Notes that Noah Swartzentruber has asked to be released from the 

mission in Flint and that Ed Albrechts plan to move there. April 25, 1934  

Letter from CWB to Mrs. J. D. Miller – address not given. Replies to her letter regarding 

baptismal applicants who were not baptized.  June 11, 1934 

Letter from CWB to J. M. Gingerich, advising him to respond to a letter sent to him by 

Moses M. Beachy. 1 page.  August 18, 1934 

Letter from CWB without giving addressee. Begins, “I have made the round in Ohio and 

Mercer Co. No ordination. In Stark Co. there were just more confessions to make 

before communion.” Proceeds to note that communion in Holmes County would 

not be appropriate without the issues with  JMG (Joseph M. Gingerich) being 

resolved. Explains further attempts toward such resolution.2 pages. November 7, 

1934 

Letter from CWB to M. J. (John M.) Swartzentruber, asking him to check at the Holmes 

County Court House to see if Joe M. Gingerich took the case out of court and 

suggests further steps in dealing with the situation. 1 page.  November 27, 1934 

Letter by CWB to “Dear Bro.” with further effort on the Joe M. Swartzentruber case. 2 

pages  November 29, 1934 

CWB to Dear Brother. Refers to indictment brought by Joe M. Gingerich – apparently the 

court case was against the Executive Committee of Conference or members of it.1 

page. November 30, 1934 

Letter from CWB to “Dear Bro.” In addition to this letter serving as a cover to another 

letter, he mentions Jonas D. Yoder and treatment after an accident; Ella Byler 

going to Lancaster with Rufus Yoders, along with Mervella Grandstaff who is 

seeking employment.1 page. November 30, 1934 

Letter from CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber. Writes at the request of the local board of 

the Children’s Home at Grantsville concerning a search of a Superintendent 

couple for the Home. Notes that donations have been good and that some of the 

boys could participate in a work force. 1 page.  January 9, 1935  

Letter from CWB to M. J. Swartzentruber (Holmes County, Ohio). States,  that Michael 

S. Zehr and Jonas D. Yoder “were here recently concerning the Gingerich 

affairs.” CWB was in contact also with Moses M. Beachy and Nevin Bender. 

Apparently some differences of perspective on the case had occurred among these 

leaders at this point. 1 page. January 10, 1935 

Letter from CWB, apparently to Michael S. Zehr and Jonas D. Yoder (based on 

information from the letter of January 10, 1935 to M. J. Swartzentruber). Informs 

Zehr and Yoder of his concern about the paper they had given to JMG. 1 page,  

January 10, 1935 
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Letter from CWB to M. J. Swartzentruber. States that he told Michael S. Zehr and Jonas 

D. Yoder that if working further with JMG means patching it up he wishes to be 

excused from participating, but that Zehr and Yoder are welcome to work with the 

situation for a God-pleasing solution. 1 page. January 23, 1935 

Letter from CWB to Michael S. Zehr stating the he is unable to respond with advice since 

he is not well enough informed about the recent communications on the matter. 1 

page. February 16, 1935 

Letter from CWB to Michael S. Zehr expressing the opinion that if it is necessary to go to 

Holmes County, Jonas D. Yoder and Amos (likely Amos C. Swartzendruber of 

Iowa) should go also. 1 page. February 25, 1935 

Letter from CWB, addressed to “Dear Brothers” and sent to Michael S. Zehr to be 

forwarded to others. CWB had been in Stark County and was visited by men from 

Holmes County – Mose J. Swartzentruber, Harry Stutzman, and Dan Yoder. 

CWB disapproved a proposal for both sides to meet for renewed effort at 

understanding. Reports that JMG was told to decide which group to associated 

with; was put out of church council and ministries such as teaching Sunday 

school. 2 pages. Mentions that “M. M. Beachy now has found that lost note.” 

March 1935 

Letter by CWB to Lovina Zook, a niece of CWB and a member of the Old Order Amish 

Church. Responding to her request for CWB to visit her. He responds with 

uncertainty on when he will be able to do so. My boyhood memory of Lovina 

includes the reputation of some mental instability. 1 page. July 5, 1935 

Letter by CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber apparently concerning an inquiry for 

assistance in church matters in Oklahoma. Notes that there is only one active 

bishop there now, his brother Samuel W. Bender, and that Ira Nissley had been in 

Oregon, Illinois, and now in Indiana, and F. F. Yoder is aged and unable to attend 

church services.  One page. June 11, 1936 

Letter by CWB to “Dear Brother.”  Responds to an inquiry on what is occurring in his 

area where some members of the church have asked for assistance from the 

Conference. Explains that the letters were sent by those members to J. B. Miller 

as moderator, who gave them to CWB as a member of the Executive Committee, 

who forwarded them to Elmer G. Swartzentruber and since that time 

correspondence occurred between CWB, EGS, and Michael S. Zehr. The area is 

not specified in this letter, but according to the letter of July 9, 1936, it appears to 

refer to Oklahoma.  Two pages. July 9, 1936 

Letter by CWB to “Dear Brother.” Context seems to indicate the addressee to have been 

the bishop, or at least a minister of the Old Order Amish Church or the Beachy 

Amish Mennonite Church.. Mention of an evening meeting seems to point to the 

Beachy church. Mention of free use of tractors or combines, according to the 

letter to Elmer G. Swartzendruber, July 9, 1936, points to the Beachy church. 

Reference to Lovina Zook points to Old Order Amish church, since Lovina was a 

member there. Regarding Lovina, see explanation of the letter of July 5, 1935. 

Also asks about a reported occurrence of someone mocking (spott) at a time of 
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prayer. Undated, but position in notebook and reported hot weather seem to 

indicate 1936. Two pages. 

Letter from CWB to Michael S. Zehr in response to letters from Zehr and Elmer G. 

Swartzentruber. Writes about plans for the Executive Committee to go 

somewhere (likely Oklahoma) for work with a local inquiry. Names include 

Elmer G. Swartzendruber, Samuel T. Eash, Amos C. Swartzendruber, Jonas B. 

Miller. Notes that he had received a letter from his brother Samuel W. Bender 

asking for information on what is occurring in regard to Conference responding to 

people in his area. Two pages. July 9, 1936  

Letter from CWB to Elmer G. Swartzendruber on the same subject as the letter of July 9, 

1936 to MSZ. Also notes that those of Oklahoma who inquired about help were 

not satisfied with Moses M. Beachy’s position of not allowing free use of tractors 

and combines. Two pages. July 9, 1936 

Letter from CWB to “Dear Brethren,” responding to a request for change of relationship 

to the Conference. Notes that the matter should not be decided only by the 

Executive Committee, but by the ministerial body of the Conference, since this is 

the first occurrence of a request for change of affiliation. The Annual Conference 

Report of 1937 includes this statement: “On motion we release the Mercer 

County, Pa congregation from this conference” (p. 141). Two  pages. March 6, 

1937 

Letter from CWB to John A. Stoltzfus (Lancaster County) concerning mediation work at 

Greenwood, Delaware. Names mentioned are Levi [Bontrager], Noah 

[Swartzentruber], Nevin [Bender], David [S. Yoder].  See also references to John 

A. Stoltzfus in File #143. Two pages. October 6, 1938 

Letter from CWB to “Dear Brother.” Addressee not determined. Writes about the need 

for further work in Delaware, including the need for CWB to be accompanied by 

a second brother on that trip. Failing to secure the services of other Executive 

Committee members, CWB contacted Jonas B. Miller for that purpose. Reports 

on the difficulties encountered there. Two pages. January 18, 1939 

Notes by CWB on letters related to the congregation in Greenwood, Delaware, rather 

cryptically written at points, but noted at the end of page 3 as follows: “A shorter 

sketch of these letters to JAS [John A. Stoltzfus] on account of time. George W. 

Beiler states they did not promise him membership if a good letter is presented.” 

The letters seem to have been sent by Levi Bontrager with Martin Yoder also 

included in the last of the four letters. Points of dissatisfaction include absence of 

the beard and the first bishop in the Conference with buttons (vs. hooks and eyes) 

on his coat. It appears that Bontrager and perhaps others were appealing to the 

Beachy Amish Mennonite bishop of Lancaster for membership or to assist their 

cause in Delaware. At one point, he wrote, according to CWB’s notes, “Please 

remember we do not consider ourselves members in this congregation anymore 

and our pleading is still open to you – you can do a little missionary work for us. 

Will you do it, John? Can you care for some from Belleville and other places and 
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not for us? Come over into Mac[edonia] and help us.” These letters are dated 

1939, March 13, April 10, April 19. 

Letter from CWB to Eli Swartzentruber and Nevin Bender, Greenwood, Delaware, 

concerning the standing of Levi [Bontrager] in the congregation in Delaware. 

Gives background of his statement of no longer being a member and having 

issues with the congregation and the Conference, having moved to Pa(?), and 

expressing his inability to receive spiritual nourishment [in the congregation]. 

Although he had made a confession when the Committee was there in November, 

the most current events seemed to call again for a confession of wrongs and, 

beyond that, further evidence of “fruit worthy of repentance.”  June 13, 1939   

Statement of Confession without date or name or occasion designated. Its placement in 

the notebook immediately after the copy of the June 13, 1939, letter, suggests a 

statement by Levi Bontrager. This may the statement of confession of November. 

Statement to Levi Bontrager, handwritten in pencil on two sheets of paper, of 5 X 8 inch 

dimension, found loose in the notebook and placed into File #186. At the top: 

Levi Bontrager. First sentence begins: The confession you made . . .  Requires 

confession again before a “letter” (church certificate) could be given for transfer. 

But such letter would be only a “statement of facts” and “intentions,”not a 

recommendation. Undated.  

Letter from CWB to “Dear Bro.” This paper was found under the back cover of the 

notebook and apparently was in that location originally, judging by the rust marks 

on the paper from the rings. Likely written to an other member of the Conference 

Executive Committee from whom he had received a letter in which a church in 

Canada requested the services of a bishop, perhaps for officiating in a communion 

service. CWB hesitates because the Canadian church is not a member of the 

Conference. He states, “If we go there and hold communion in this way I think it 

would be linking up with them as one with them and believe it a Conference 

problem and should be done if done through the Conference, and not hastily.” 

April 4, 1936 

Letter from CWB without date or greeting. It may be page two of a letter with page one 

missing. First line begins: “In the Delaware affairs.” In the process of working 

through the notebook, this item became dislocated from it original sequence in the 

notebook, thus losing it chronology.  No date. 

 

 

186 [Saddle bound and stitched-back book (8 ½” X 13 ½ “)   by Mennonite Publishing 

House] Church Record 

 

187. [File Folder] Church Membership Certificates (Church Letters) 

Regular order of transfer of membership from one congregation to another included a 

letter of recommendation from the transfer-out congregation. These letters were 

commonly referred to as “church letter,” and also are referred to in this Table of Contents 

as certificate of membership. Other references to church letter communications are found 
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in this Table of Contents and can be traced by search for the name of the subject. Some of 

these letters and communications shed light on the lives of the individuals and their 

perspectives along with the perspectives and policies of the congregations and their 

leaders.  The translations and transcriptions of the German letters also are found in # 

199D. 

 

187.1 – 1916-1920 – Church membership certificates (church letters) requested/issued by 

or for the names which follow in the designated years.    

List: Ephraim Brenneman (German, translated) 1920, Ella Byler 1917, Wilma 

Eichorn 1919, Mrs. William Hochstedler 1917, Daniel Lichty 1920, the latter in 

German with translation attached, Mary Lichty and Elizabeth Lichty (includes 

comments about tension in the Amish church at Gortner and administration of 

Lewis Beachy) 1917, Lucy J. Miller, 1916 (German, translated), Ezra Peachey 

1919,  Jacob Swartzentruber 1916 and 1917 (3), Daniel L. Swartzentruber and 

Dora Swartzentruber 1917 (3), Noah L. Swartzentruber 1916 Sadie 

Swartzentruber 1917, Samuel Swartzendruber 1917, Simon Tice and Naomi Tice 

1920, Stephen Wengard and Elizabeth Wengard 1920, Jonas M. Yoder 1920, 

Naomi C. Yoder 1919 Also see below for others. 

Certificate of membership and impending marriage signed by Joel J. Miller, Noah 

Brenneman, Jonas B. Miller, and C. W. Bender. Membership is certified for 

Simon J. Miller, Cora Bender, and Savilla Bender. Public announcement of 

marriage is stated for Simon J. Miller and Cora E. Bender and for David Yoder 

and Savilla Bender. Cora and Savilla were sisters, daughters of Valentine Bender 

who had moved his family from Springs, Pennsylvania, to Greenwood, Delaware 

in 1914. Certificates for transfer of membership were granted for Savilla and Cora 

in 1914 as can be seen in the following excerpt from the JBM Index:  

Certificates of membership (church letters) – a packet of letters, all of the same date, for 

people who had moved from the Grantsville area to Greenwood, Delaware. The 

following included: Mrs. Lewis J. Miller – Valentine Bender, Carolina Bender, 

Nevin Bender, Cora Bender, Amelia Bender, Savanna Bender, Nannie Bender – 

William Tressler and wife Barbara Tressler. Each of the letters is accompanied by 

a cover letter. May 11, 1914 (This information is entered here without explanation 

on the purpose of the certifications. Were Savilla and Cora back in the Grantsville 

area to teach school. with their membership returned to the church there? The 

weddings presumably took place in Delaware and perhaps the certifications were 

standard protocol for uniting a couple in marriage. The signature of Joel J. Miller 

of October 4, 1915, is of significance. He died on November 14, 1915. This may 
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have been the last, or nearly the last occasion he had for affixing his signature to 

this kind of document.  

Certificate of membership by John Zook and Samuel Beachy for Sem (Shem) Peachey. 

This item is lacking in address or location. The surnames of the ministers hint at 

Belleville, Pennsylvania.. November 9, 1915 

187.2 – 1921-1925 Church membership certificates (church letters) requested/issued by 

or for the names which follow in the designated years.  

List: Lucy Beachy 1925 (2 letters, on German, translated), Samuel D. Beachy 

(“S.D.”) and wife 1925 (3), Mary Byler 1921, Christian Hershberger (German, 

translated) 1922, Christian J. Hershberger 1924,  Annie Hostetler 1924, Evan J. 

Miller (2)1923, Jonas E. Miller (3) 1925, Simon J. Miller and wife Lydia Miller 

1925,  1921,Catherine Rhodes 1921,  Roggie 1921 (German, translated), Mary 

Sape 1924, Lewis Schrock and Mary Schrock, Laban L. Swartzentruber 1921, 

Mary Olive Tice 1924, Anna Yoder 1921, Jacob Yoder 1921, Owen Yoder 1925  

187.3 – 1926-1930 Church membership certificates (church letters) requested/issued by 

or for the names which follow in the designated years. See also references in the 

main file (#137) related to membership. 

 List: Alvin D. Beachy (3) 1927 and 1928, John Beachy 1927 (German, 

translated), Lucy Beachy (3)1928 and 1930, Nettie Beachy 1926 and 1928, 

Saloma Beachy, Simon D. Beachy 1926 (3) (one German; translated), Hugh Beck 

1930, Wilma Eichorn 1930, Margaret Gowans 1930, Albert Hershberger (3)1930,  

Effie Hershberger 1930 (2), Verna Hershberger 1927, Anna Mae Hochstetler 

1926, Annie Hostetler1926, Katie Hostetler 1926, Mary King 1926 (German, 

translated), Roy Lichty 1926 (2), Fred Miller and wife 1928, Lena Miller 1930, 

Susie Petersheim (2) 1928, Julia Sape 1930, Lee Scheffel 1929, Joseph Slabaugh 

and wife Mary 1929, Bena Spenler 1927 and 1928 (3, one German translated), 

Elizabeth Swartzentruber 1930), J. D. [likely Jacob D.] Swartzentruber 1928 (2), 

Lewis Swartzentruber 1926 (2),  Naomi Swartzentruber 1926, Sadie 

Swartzentruber 1926, Bertha Tice 1930, Daniel Tice 1930, Simon Tice and 

Naomi Tice 1930, Allen Wengerd 1928, Barbara Whetstone, Edna Whiteman or 

Edna Whiteman or Edna Whitman 1930,  Alvin Yoder (3) 1928, Fannie Yoder 

(later Mrs. Roy Yoder) (3) 1928, Fannie Yoder 1930 (2), Norman C. Yoder 1928 

(2), Lena Zook 1923.  

187.4 – 1931-35 Church membership certificates (church letters) requested/issued by or 

for the names which follow in the designated years. See also references in the 

main file (#143) related to membership.  
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List: Mary Byler and Iva Schrock, Ella Byler 1935, Mamie Butler 1935, Edith 

Johnson 1934, Jonas Maust 1933, Wesley Michael 1932 (5), Mary Miller, married 

Joel Hershberger 1931,.Simon J. Miller 1931, Albert Swartzentruber 1932, Rufus 

Yoder  and Edna Yoder 1935 (2), William Yoder 1934,  

187.5 – 1936-1940  Church membership certificates (church letters) requested/issued by 

or for the names which follow in the designated years. See also references 

throughout related to membership, including Lydia Beachy, Jerry Bell, George 

Dorsey and Dorothy Dorsey, Leroy Grandstaff, Delilah Overholt, Albert 

Swartzentruber, Laban Swartzentruber and Nanna Swartzentruber, Iva Yoder, 

Louella Yoder.  

List: Levi Bontrager and Martha Bontrager 1940, Leslie Byler 1939, Eli 

Gingerich and wife 1937, Margeret Gowen 1936, Murvella Grandstaff (2) 1936, 

Edith Johnson 1939, Ross Lichty and Mary Lichty 1937 (2), Daniel Mast and 

Mary Mast 1940, Edwin Mast 1940, Ernest Mast 1940, Trivola McDonald 1940, 

Benedict Mullet (Ben Mullet) and Fannie Mullet 1940, Betty Swartzentruber 

1937 (2), Daniel L. Swartzentruber and Dora Swartzentruber 1937 (2), Wilma 

Troyer 1940, Irvin E. Yoder 1936 (2), Rufus Yoder 1937, Louella Yoder 1937 

(2), William Yoder 1936. 

 

187.6 – 1941-1945 Church membership certificates (church letters) requested/issued by 

or for the names which follow in the designated years. See also references in the 

main file (#137) related to membership, including Leslie Byler, Alvin Eichorn 

and Virginia Eichorn, Edith Johnson, Clarence Scheffel, Elvin Schrock, Esther 

Peachey, Rhoda Peachey, Ruth Peachey.  

187.7 – 1951-1955 – Church membership certificates (church letters) requested/issued by 

or for the names which follow in the designated years.  

List: Orrick Henry 1952, Iva Maust 1952 (2), Grace Schrock 1951, Albert Yoder 

(Bert Yoder) and wife 1951, Clayton Yoder 1951, Mary Yoder 1951, Paul Yoder 

(Paul H. Yoder) 1953, Rhoda Yoder 1951. 

 

188. [File Folder #2] Ceremonial Forms  

Ceremonial forms for Ordination of Bishop, Minister, Deacon.  Four sheets, one for each 

office and a second sheet for office of minister. The two minister-sheets have identical 

phrasing except for “guten und heiligen Geist” in one and “heiligen un guten Geist” in 

the other. Though not proven at this writing, it is likely that these were the forms used by 

CWB when officiating in ordinations. The folds and pocket-wear suggest that he often 

had these very papers with him on occasions of ordinations. The most frequent office 
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commissioned by ordination was minister and that is the paper that shows the most wear. 

Written and conducted in German. See translation. Uses “Bischoff” instead of  “Völlige 

Diener,” the term used by his predecessors. Did not change “dienst zum Buch” to 

“prediger” or “dienst zu den Armen” to “deacon.” Originals in German. Translated by 

David I. Miller, January 2009 

 

189. [File Folder] Ballot Tabulations 

Note: The documents in this section are not assigned individual document numbers.  

This file holds papers on which votes were tabulated for offices in the church, including 

Sunday School superintendents, Assistant Sunday school superintendents, Sunday school 

teachers, Sunday school secretary treasurers, church trustees, Children’s Home Trustees              

Some of the sheets do not specify the subject office and are undated. I have taken 

editorial liberty to designate the elections when in my judgment, the designation is 

evident. I have prepared a list of the names involved with identification of those 

candidates who are listed by initial only or by first or last name only. It may be presumed 

that the person with the highest number of votes was elected. Sunday school teachers 

were elected by the respective classes by voting without nomination and with a repeat 

vote in the event of ties. In earlier years, three or four nominations were given for Sunday 

school superintendent and the nominations left after the first vote were then the 

nominations for assistant superintendent. It appears that the secretary-treasurer was 

elected by primary vote without nomination. Children’s Sunday school teachers were 

appointed jointly by the ministerial body and the Sunday school superintendents and 

assistants. Each of the original tabulation sheets is photocopied and numbered and listed 

below and may be given explanatory comments. 

 

189A Sunday School Elections 

Sheet # 1 – Two tabluations, one Sunday school election at Maple Glen in 1925 of  

Supterintendent (Shem Peachey), Assistant (Floyd J. Miller), and teachers for older 

sisters, younger brethren, younger sisters, and older men). The other paper is 

undated and is a tablulation of teachers elected at Maple Glen. Note occurrence of 

a tie in one of the classes and the revote.  

 

Sheet # 2 – Election of April 2, 1926, at Maple Glen, likely for election of superintendent 

(Shem Peachey), assistant (Simon J. Miller), and secretary treasurer (Milton E. 

Bender).  

Sheet # 3 – Election of April 6, 1928, likely for election at Maple Glen of superintendents 

(Alvin Yoder) and assistant (Simon Miller) and Secretary-treasurer (Milton 
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Bender) as shown on the dated side. The smaller number of total votes on the other 

side seems to indicate election of teachers.  

 

Sheet # 4 – Election at Maple Glen of superintendent (Alvin H. Yoder), assistant (Floyd 

J. Miller) and, on other side, secretary/treasurer (Milton E. Bender). March 29, 

1929 

 

Sheet # 5 – Fragment, undated, of election at Maple Glen of superintendent (Shem 

Peachey) and apparently of assistant (Harvey S. Yoder).  The list of names 

suggests a date of the early 1920s.  

 

Sheet # 6 – Election at Oak Dale of superintendent (Evan Miller), assistant (Floyd 

Bender), and secretary treasurer (Ervin J. Yoder), and of Sunday school teachers, 

Evan J. Miller, Omar Bender, Simon Beachy, Kate Hershberger, Ivan J. Miller.  

Ivan J. and Della Miller lived near Summit Mills (Oak Dale area) in the spring of 

1932, which may date this election as 1932. List of Sunday School lesson topics is 

given on the reverse side.  

 

Sheet # 7 – Election at Maple Glen in 1932 of superintendent (Alvin H. Yoder), assistant 

(Floyd Miller), and secretary treasurer (Milton E. Bender). On a separate slip of 

paper, the election of teachers for some classes, judging by the small number of 

votes (Simon M. Yoder, Floyd J. Miller, Harvey Bender, Alvin H. Yoder.)  

 

Sheet # 8 – Election at Maple Glen on March 30, 1934, of superintendent (Alvin H. 

Yoder), assistant (Floyd Miller), and, on other side, secretary treasurer (Milton E. 

Bender) and teachers (Floyd Miller, Harvey Bender, Alvin H. Yoder, Simon M. 

Yoder.) 

 

Sheet # 9 – Election at Maple Glen on April 10, 1936, of superintendent (Ivan J. Miller), 

assistant (Floyd J. Miller), secretary-treasurer (Milton E. Bender), and teachers 

(Mark Peachey, Catherine J. Miller (Kate), Carrie Orendorf, Alma Maust, Alvin H. 

Yoder, Ivan J. Miller, Floyd J. Miller, Harvey Bender, Simon D. Beachy.  

 

Sheet # 10 – Election at Maple Glen, March 26, 1937, of superintendent (Ivan J. Miller), 

assistant (Floyd J. Miller), secretary treasuer (Milton E. Bender), and, on reverse 

side, teachers (Mark Peachey, Harvey Bender, Ivan J. Miller, and tie between 

Shem Peachey and Floyd J. Miller, without indication on how the tie was broken. 
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Sheet No. 11 – Election at Maple Glen, April 3, 1931, of superintendent (Alvin H. Yoder), 

assistant (Floyd Miller), secretary treasurer (Milton E. Bender), and, on reverse side, teachers 

(Harvey Bender, Simon M. Yoder, Floyd  J. Miller, Shem Peachey.) Teacher appointments 

(some listed as in English, apparently for the students from the Children’s Home) as follows: 

Ella Byler, Catherine J. Miller, Alvin H. Yoder, Della Bender, Carrie Orendorf, Harvey S. 

Yoder, 
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Harvey J. Miller. Votes for teachers: Harvey Bender, Simon M. Yoder, Floyd J. Miller, 

Shem Peachey.     

 

Sheet # 12 – Election at Oak Dale of superintendent (Evan J. Miller), assistant (Floyd 

Bender), secretary treasurer (Ervin J. Yoder), and teachers (Simon D. Beachy, 

Omar Bender, Harvey Bender, Mark Peachey. Undated. Since Mark Peachey’s 

name appears with Oak Dale, this election may have occurred after his marriage in 

1939 and residence near Summit Mills, Pennsylvania. This possibly 1940. 

 

Sheet # 13 – Two fragments, 1931 or earlier (Lewis Bender moved from the Oak Dale 

area to the Maple Glen area in 1929 to serve as superintendent of the Children’s 

Home and died in August 1931. The two fragments do not represent the same 

occasion, but both represent Sunday School elections at Maple Glen and include 

the name of Lewis Bender and may be dated as circa 1930. Written on both sides.  

 

Sheet # 14 – Election at Maple Glen of superintendent (Ivan J. Miller, assistant (Floyd 

Miller) and secretary-treasurer (Milton E. Bender), and Sunday school classes 

(Ivan J. Miller, Alvin Yoder, Samuel D. Beachy, and Shem Peachey. With the 

appearance to two younger names in the lists (Mark Peachey, b. 1916, with five 

votes for secretary-treasurer, and Raymond Bender, b. 1920, with 1 vote for 

secretary-treasurer, this vote may have occurred before Raymond’s marriage (Oct. 

1941) and move to the Cherry Glade area. Likely date; circa 1941. Written on both 

sides. 

 

Sheet # 15 – Election at Maple Glen, May 19, 1940, of superintendent (Alvin H. Yoder), 

assistant (Floyd Miller), and secretary-treasurer (Milton E. Bender) plus three 

names apparently of appointed younger classes: Paul Peachey, Lois Peachey, and 

Catherine J. Miller (Kate). The pattern apparently was one of the ministry 

nominating three names for superintendent (Alvin Yoder, Floyd Miller, and 

Samuel Beachy) and the two names not elected as superintendant (Floyd Miller 

and Samuel Beachy) then being offered for a vote for assistant superintendent. It 

appears that the secretary was elected with a primary vote without nominations. 

This pattern is similar to earlier and later years.    
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Sheet # 16 – One side of the sheet appears to be the report of Milton E. Bender as 

secretary-treasurer, reporting that the women voted first in 1939 and the balance in 

the Sunday school treasury was $1.03. On the other side, is shown the votes cast 

for teachers at Maple Glen. May 19, 1940 

 

Sheet # 17 – Election at Oak Dale of superintendent (Evan J. Miller), assistant (Floyd 

Bender), and secretary-treasurer (Evin J. Yoder) and (on other side) teachers 

(Floyd Bender, Simon D. Beachy, Ervin J. Yoder, Evan J. Miller, Lee Scheffel, 

Harvey Bender.)  1940 

Sheet # 18 – Election at Oak Dale of superintendent (Floyd Bender) and assistant (Ervin 

J. Yoder) and secretry treasurer (Mark Peachey) and teachers (Mark Peachey, 

Floyd Bender, Omar Bender and appointment of primary teachers: Tillie (Mrs. 

Jonas M.) Yoder, Iva (Mrs. Evan)Miller, Fannie Bender, Mabel (Mrs. Ervin J.) 

Yoder.  April 3, 1942 

 

Sheet # 19-A – Organization of Maple Glen Sunday School, June 21, 1948 – Superintendent: 
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Alvin H. Yoder; Assistant: Philip Bender; secretary-treasurer: Daniel Miller. This record 

provides a complete list of the 17 Sunday school classes and the teachers at Maple 

Glen at that time in the era of services held at Maple Glen for the entire district 

every second Sunday and at Cherry Glade and Oak Dale on the alternate Sundays. 

The listing of Ervin Yoder probably refers to Ervin H. Yoder. The listing of Ivan 

Miller may refer to either Ivan J. Miller or Ivan Joel Miller.  

 

Sheet 19-B – Election at Oak Dale of superintendent (Floyd Bender) and assistant (Ervin 

J. Yoder); teachers: Omar Bender, Evan J. Miller, Floyd Bender, Harvey Bender. 

April 7, 1944 

 

Sheet No. 20 – A paper dated April 1949 appears to list the nominations made by the 

ministers for Superintendent, and assistant, and secretary-treasurer at Cherry 

Glade, Maple Glen, and Oak Dale. Four names are listed for each location for 

superintendent, of which the one would be elected and the remaining three then 

being nominations for assistant superintendent. Two names are listed for each 

location for secretary treasurer. This paper does not bear a title, but the format, the 

list of names, the spring date, and a record of the election at Maple Glen confirms 

its identity as stated above. Two original copies are in the collection, apparently in 

the hand of Ivan J. Miller, likely made in triplicate, one for each place of worship, 

with two copies ending in the possession of CWB. Since initials of last names are 

used extensively, the full names are supplied in this list, based on personal (David 

I. Miller) knowledge and memory of the people: Roy Beitzel, Raymond Beitzel, 

Hugh Orendorf, Elvin Beitzel, Lawrence Beitzel, Ervin H. Yoder at Cherry Glade; 

Alvin H. Yoder, Philip Bender, Raymond Tice, Daniel M. Miller, Clark Yoder, 

Ervin E. Yoder at Maple Glen; Floyd Bender, Evan J. Miller, Harvey Bender, 

Ernest Mast, Paul E. Yoder, Martin Bender at Oak Dale.  

 

Sheet # 21 – Election at Oak Dale, April 15, 1949, of superintendent (Evan J. Miller), 

assistant (Floyd Bender), and secretary treasurer (Paul E. Yoder), and teachers 

(Harvey Bender, Alvin H. Yoder, Ivan J. Miller, Paul E. Yoder, Martin Bender, 

Floyd Bender, Simon Beachy, James Bender, Mark Peachey, Daniel Miller, Evan 

Miller, Dan Mast. Appointed teachers: Nona Yoder, Ella Bender, Marie Miller, Iva 

Miller, Elam Bender (?). 

 

Sheet # 22 – List of classes at Maple Glen, teachers, and order of electing teachers in 

1949. This list includes three classes in each of the following categories: girls, 

boys, women, men. Apparently the order of electing changed from year to year in 

order to avoid the same group always having first choice of teachers. I  (David I. 

Miller) also recall the concept of giving the young classes first choice.    
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Sheet # 23 – Election at Oak Dale of superintendent (Floyd Bender), assistant (Ervin J. 

Yoder), secretary-treasurer (Simon Beachy), and teachers (Omar Bender, Mark 

Peachey, Ervin J. Yoder, Evan J. Miller, Harvey Bender, Simon Beachy.) With the 

appearance of Paul E. Yoder’s (b. October 1925) name on the list and Harvey 

Bender residing in the Oak Dale area before their move to Bittinger, Maryland, in 

1950, the date of this election would have been in the latter part of the 1940s.  

 

Sheet # 24 – Election at Oak Dale of superintendent (Floyd Bender), assistant (Ervin J. 

Yoder, secretary-treasurer (Mark Peachey), and teachers (Omar Bender, Mark 

Peachey, Ervin J. Yoder, Evan J. Miller, Harvey Bender, Simon Beachy. With 

Mark Peachey’s name appearing on this Oak Dale list, this paper can be dated as 

early 1940s.  

 

Sheet # 25 – Election at Maple Glen of superintendent (Alvin Yoder), assistant (Mark Peachey), 
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secretary-treasurer (Allen O. Yoder) and teachers (Evan J. Miller, Ivan J. Miller, Floyd 

Bender, Alvin H. Yoder, Floyd J. Miller, Ervin J. Yoder, Paul E. Yoder, Allen O. 

Yoder, Jonas B. Miller.) With the appearance of the name of Clark Yoder (b. 

1928) and the absence of others of that generation, this may have been the election 

of 1947 or later. Two sheets but photocopied back to back.  

 

Sheet # 26 – Election at Maple Glen of superintendent (Alvin H. Yoder), assistant (Philip 

Bender), secretary treasurer (Ervin E. Yoder), and teachers. The nominations 

shown on this sheet are consistent with the nominations listed on Sheet #20, thus 

dating this sheet as 1949. See Sheet #22 for the list of elected teachers. 1949    

 

Sheet # 27 – Election at Oak Dale of superintendent (Floyd Bender), assistant (Evan J. 

Miller), and teachers (Dan Mast, Evan J. Miller, Simon Beachy, Shem Peachey, 

Floyd Bender, Harvey Bender, James Bender, Laban Peachey, Mark Peachey, 

Ervin J. Yoder, Ivan J. Miller,  Martin Bender.) Undated. The name of James 

Bender (b. 1928), along with many of the older names recurring, seems to place  

this the date of this paper in the late 1940s  or early 1950s.  

 

Sheet # 28 – Election at Oak Dale, April 9, 1950, of superintendent (Evan Miller), 

assistant (Floyd Bender), and teachers (Allen O. Yoder, Richard Yoder, Daniel 

Miller, Ivan Miller, Evan J. Miller, Dan Mast, Paul E. Yoder, Mark Peachey, Alvin 

H. Yoder, Harvey Bender.  

 

Sheet # 29 – Nominations by the ministerial team of the Casselman River Conservative 

Amish Mennonite congregation for election of officers of the three Sunday 

schools. Nominations for assistant superintendent were Ervin J. Yoder, Creed 

Yoder, and Ernest Mast at Oak Dale; Harvey Bender(?), Jonas Maust, and Daniel 

Miller at Maple Glen; Raymond Bender, Hugh Orendorf, and Elvin Beitzel at 

Cherry Glade. Nominations for secretary-treasurer were Ivan Maust and Mark 

Miller at Oak Dale; Kenneth Yoder and David I. Miller at Maple Glen; Mayard 

Beitzel and Wilbur Beitzel at Cherry Glade. This appears to be the first year of the 

method of electing an assistant superintendent to serve one year in that capacity 

and as superintendent in the second year. The nominations shown on this paper 

represent the list of candidates voted for in 1951 

 

Sheet # 30 – Election at Oak Dale of assistant superintendent (Creed Yoder), secretary-

treasurer (a tie recorded between Ivan Maust and Mark Miller with a check mark 

by the name of Ivan), and teachers (Mark Peachey, Floyd Bender, Ben Mullet, 

Simon D. Beachy, Allen O. Yoder, Paul E. Yoder, Omar Bender, Dan Mast, and 

Elmer H. Maust.  May 27, 1951 
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Sheet # 31 – Election at Cherry Glade of assistant superintendent (Raymond Bender) and 

secretary-treasurer (Wilbur Beitzel) and teachers (Elvin Beitzel, Wilbur Beitzel, 

Raymond Beitzel, Harvey Bender. Thelma Beitzel and Leora Beitzel appointed. 

May 27, 1951 

 

Sheet # 32 – This sheet is a photo copy of two small papers, both dated May 13, 1951. This 

appears to be the tabulation of votes for Sunday school superintendent and secretary-treasurer at 

Maple Glen. I understand the paper which shows David [I. Miller] elected as secretary-treasurer 

(I recall serving in that capacity; age 18.) I recall also of Daniel M. Miller serving as 

superintendent. But I do not understand the appearance of the name of Allen when the 

nomination slate (See Sheet # 29) does not include that name. Perhaps Sheet 29 was a worksheet 

and Harvey Bender’s name was not on the slate (he lived in the Cherry Glade area) and Allen O. 

Yoder’s name was added. 
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Jonas, with 8 votes was Jonas Maust. May 13, 1951 
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Sheet # 33 – Four sheets, one written on both sides, listing the votes and election at Maple Glen 

of Sunday school teachers (Ivan Miller, Paul E. Yoder, Floyd Bender, Simon Beachy, 

Floyd Miller, Elmer Maust, Creed Yoder, Robert Bender, David Yoder, Clark Yoder, Dan 

Mast, David I. Miller, Daniel Miller or Martin Bender, Omar Bender.) One sheet lists the 

teachers appointed jointly by the minsters and Sunday school superintendents (including 

assistants) for the younger classes (Mildred Miller, Barbara Miller, Ida Maust, Esther 

Miller, Mable Maust, Daniel Miller, Clark Yoder.)   Apparently the Sunday school 

officials had been elected for Maple Glen one week earlier (see Sheet # 32). This election: 

May 20, 1951  

 

Sheet # 34 – Election at Maple Glen of assistant superintendent (David I. Miller) and 

secretary treasurer (Ivan Joel Miller). There were two tabulations of these votes, 

apparently done by two tellers, with the two totals combined to one total. (One 

sheet also gives the tabulation of the vote for Sunday Evening Bible Meeting 

committee member.) Also shows teachers elected (Dan Mast, Elmer H. Maust, 

Floyd Bender, David I. Miller, Paul E. Yoder, Mark Peachey, Simon Beachy, 

Floyd J. Miller, Jason Bender, Creed Yoder, David Yoder, Allen O. Yoder, Alvin 

H. Yoder. Location of a class on the balcony indicates Maple Glen. May 4, 1952 

 

 

Sheet # 35 – Election at Oak Dale of assistant superintendent (Bert Yoder) and secretary-

treasurer (Evan Maust) and teachers (Floyd Bender, Simon Beachy, Ben Mullet, 

Allen O. Yoder, Jason Bender, David I. Miller, Robert Bender, Dan Mast, Alvin H. 

Yoder, Martin Bender, Paul E. Yoder, David Yoder. The locations of the classes is 

evidence of Oak Dale. Of the two dates written on these papers (April 26 and April 

27). The latter was Sunday, so I think it correct. 1952 

 

Sheet # 36 – An undated tabulation of votes for teachers at Oak Dale. Includes the name 

of Harvey Bender, calling for a date before their move to the Cherry Glade area. 

Only one class is identified and locations of the classes are not given. One section 

of the paper is mouse-eaten. The list seems rather short and likely belongs to Oak 

Dale.  Includes the name of Raymond Tice, who joined the Conservative Amish 

Mennonite Church in the summer of 1944, and which puts that date at 1945 or 

later. The youngest name in the list is Clark Yoder, born in 1928. Some of the 

younger names that occurred in the early 1950's are missing. Circa late 1940s.  

 

Sheet # 37 – Election at Cherry Glade of assistant superintendent (Elvin Beitzel) and 

secretary treasurer (Wilbur Beitzel) and teachers (Roy Beitzel, Wilbur Beitzel, 

Ervin H. Yoder,  Raymond Beitzel, Harvey Bender).  With the system in place of 

electing an assistant who in the next year becomes superintendent, and with the 

nominations given on this paper not matching the nominations of 1951 (See Sheet 

#29), it appears that this sheet relates to 1952.  
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189B Elections Other than Sunday school 

Fire insurance appraiser - Children’s Home Trustee - Church Building Trustee - School 

Boards - Singing school - Church polity – General - Unidentified 

 

Sheet # 38 – Election of Fire Insurance appraisers at a meeting at Maple Glen. 

Handwritten note specifies appraisers in the plural without designation of who of 

the nominees were elected. The votes for appraiser were for the following: Jonas 

M. Yoder 41, Milton E. Hershberger 32, Simon M. Yoder 24, Joel Maust 17, and 

Harvey S. Yoder 4. The votes for secretary-treasurer were for the following: 

Lewis C. Bender 37 and Simon S. Miller 20. March 24, 1927. 

Sheet # 39 – Vote for appraiser as follows: Floyd Bender 12, Harvey S. Yoder 8, Evan J. 

Miller 6, Simon M. Yoder 6, Ervin J. Yoder 3, Simon Beachy 2, G. Ernest Yoder 

2, and one each for Floyd J. Miller, Omar Bender, Lewis J. Maust, Joel E. 

Hersberger, Joel Maust, Simon S. Miller, Milton E. Bender. February 5, 1930. 

Sheet # 40 – Vote for appraisers. The top part of the sheet is mouse-eaten. What may 

have been the second entry appears to be the name of Jonas M. Yoder with 25 

votes. Other names listed are Ivan J. Miller 1, Alvin H. Yoder 6, Floyd Bender 48, 

Joel Maust 1, Harvey S. Yoder 7, Lee Scheffel 3, Evan J. Miller 4, Joel 

Hershberger 3, Simon M. Yoder 4, Simon Miller 1, Floyd J. Miller 1, Simon 

Beachy 3, Christian W. Bender 1, Omar Bender 2, Ervin J. Yoder 2. August 1933 

Sheet # 41 – Vote for secretary-treasurer of the fire insurance organization. The 

handwritten note states: “Secy Treas Appraisers 1933.”The sheet is mouse-eaten; 

“Treas” remains as part of the first line. A name apparently is obliterated from the 

second line with a large number of votes indicated. The third line appears to 

record the name of Alvin H. Yoder with the number of votes obliterated. A long 

list of names with votes follows as follows: Floyd J. Miller 4, Evan J. Miller 3, 

Harvey S Yoder 2, Monroe Yoder 1, Jonas M. Yoder 2, Floyd Bender 1, Simon 

Miller 17, Ervin J. Yoder 2, Simon M. Yoder 3, Harvey Bender 2, Allen Maust 1. 

The other side of the sheet records names and votes, but with some repetition of 

names of the first side. If one side records vote for secretary-treasurer and the 

other for appraiser, why is this designated as 1933 alongside Sheet #40? The latter 

records not only the year, but the month also, which tends to give credibility to 

that entry. Or was the year recorded in error. The names and votes on the second 

side are the following: Jonas M. Yoder 14, Floyd Bender 13 or more, Alvin H. 

Yoder 5, Evan J. Miller 4, Floyd J. Miller 3, Harvey Bender 3, Omar Bender 2, 

Harvey S. Yoder 2, and one each for Joel E. Hershberger, Daniel L. 

Swartzentruber, and Ervin J. Yoder.  1933(?) 

 

Children’s Home Trustee 
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Sheet # 42 – Votes for trustee of the Amish Mennonite Children’s Home: Lewis Bender 

22, Harvey S. Yoder 20, Noah Brenneman 19, Omar Bender 10, Simon Beachy 7, 

Simon M. Yoder 3, Jonas B. Miller 3, Allen Maust 2, Milton E. Bender 1. An 

apparently related undated paper (3 11/16 X 4 9/16 inches; orange-red) was 

submitted by Shem Peachey as a record of the Cherry Glade vote. Since the 

church meeting schedule alternated between Maple Glen (center of Amish 

Mennonite community) and Cherry Glade/Oak Dale (north/south), it would be 

assumed that the voting would have occured at Oak Dale and Cherry Glade 

simultaneously. But the main paper bears the dates of June 14 and 21, 1931. Nor 

is it clear why two tally sheets were made with identical writing with the Cherry 

Glade votes added to one of the two. An other clue for dating the Cherry Glade 

paper is the inclusion of the name of Lewis C. Bender who died in the fall of 

1931. 

Sheet # 43 – Letter from J. B. Miller to C. W. Bender with enclosure of the tally sheet of 

votes at Cherry Glade for trustee of the Children’s Home. The vote was taken on 

May 6, 1934. Two papers are considered to be the tally sheets of the 1934 

Children’s Home trustee election. One is labeled “Cherry Glade 1934 for Trustee” 

and the other “Maple Glen for Trustee 1934.” Apparently the votes were taken at 

Cherry Glade and Maple Glen, but not for trustees in charge of those two meeting 

houses, since the three nominees were living in the areas of Cherry Glade, Maple 

Glen, and Oak Dale. The votes stood as follows, respectively as received at 

Cherry Glade and Maple Glen: Allen Maust 15 and 53, Edwin Beitzel 9 and 20, 

Harvey Bender 7 and 20. Allen Maust is included in the list of Children’s Home 

Trustees in the annual Report of Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference of 

1934.  May 14, 1934.  

Sheet # 44 – Tally of votes for trustee of the Children’s Home, showing the following 

votes: Alvin H. Yoder 86, Jonas M. Yoder 17, Harvey Bender 10. With only three 

names appearing in this tally, it seems likely the vote was done with nominations, 

likely presented by the ministers of the congregation. 1935 

Sheet # 45-A – Tally of votes for Children’s Home Trustee with the following results: 

Irvin Yoder (likely Ervin J. Yoder) 24, Ivan J. Miller 19, Simon D. Beachy 30. 

July 26, 1936 

Sheet # 45-B – Tally of votes on a paper labeled “Votes for Trustee 1937 – Forks.” Since 

none of the three nominees were residents in the Cherry Glade area (Forks), this 

vote is considered to have been for a trustee of the Children’s Home. At Cherry 

Glade, the vote is tallied as follows: Allen Maust 16, Ervin J. Yoder 12, Ivan J. 

Miller 9.  1937 

Sheet # 46 – Tally of votes for Children’s Home trustee, showing the vote taken at 

Cherry Glade and the vote taken at Oak Dale (with Maple Glen area people in 

attendance) with the following results: Simon D. Beachy 64, Irvin J. Yoder 22, 

Floyd Miller 12. July 9, 1939 
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Sheet # 47 – Tally of votes for Children’s Home trustee, with the following results: Allen 

Maust 46, Floyd J. Miller 9, Ervin J. Yoder 35. Spring of 1940 

Sheet # 48 – A list of nominations for trustees of the Children’s Home and, on a separate 

sheet, the tally of the votes at Cherry Glade. Nominated for two years, and 

showing Cherry Glade votes: Alvin H. Yoder with 26 votes and Floyd J. Miller 

with 3 votes. Nominated for three years: Simon D. Beachy with 17 votes and 

Norman E. Bender with 9 votes. Nominated for secretary, according to one of the 

papers, and/or as church treasurer, according to the other paper, were Ervin J. 

Yoder and Simon Beachy. In the church treasurer vote, Ervin received 25 votes 

and Simon 2. The back side of the nominations list shows Ervin receiving 63 

votes and Simon 14. The feature of designated terms of 2 or 3 years suggests that 

this was the initiation of three-year terms. April 12, 1942  

 

Church Building Trustee 

Sheet # 49 – Tally of votes for trustees for each of the three meeting houses. The 

nominees and number of votes were as follows: for Oak Dale, Ervin J. Yoder 92 

and Dan Mast 49; for Maple Glen, Alvin H Yoder 106 and Allen Maust 25; for 

Cherry Glade, Edwin Beitzel 69 and Hugh Orendorf 63. (I remember an earlier 

system of the trustees serving with indefinite terms, with Jonas B. Miller, Alvin 

H. Yoder, and Norman Bender as trustees for a number of years, including the 

days of dismantling and rebuilding Maple Glen. But a change was made with 

trustees serving for fixed terms, likely three years. This ballot may be the first 

with that arrangement. 1949 

 

Church Treasurer – See Sheet # 48 

 

School Boards 

Sheet # 50 – Vote count of election of School Board members. Nominees for Cross 

Roads School were Simon Beachy with 103 votes and Norman Bender with 22 

votes. Nominees for Hillside School were Floyd Bender with 80 votes, Evan J. 

Miller with 101 votes, and Alvin Maust with 53 votes. Cross Roads School was 

located at the corner of present-day SR 669 and Niverton Road, midway between 

Springs and West Salisbury. Hillside School was located on Mt. Davis Road, also 

in Elk Lick Township. This is a small paper 3 3/4 X 2 3/4 inches. Undated.  

 

Singing school 

Sheet # 51 – This paper may be a tally of votes for singing school teacher. In the 1940s 

and early 1950s (and perhaps earlier and later than these years) singing school 

was held weekly from Labor Day to Thanksgiving Day. This was a well-attended 

event for the young people of the congregation, and sometimes for others. Evan J. 

Miller may have been the first singing school instructor. I recall as a young boy 

attending singing school in the big dining room of the Simon Beachy home with 
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Uncle Evan as instructor. He continued in that role until the early 1950s when 

some of the young people seemed to prefer a change. Through some process of 

election, Evan was succeeded by Paul E. Yoder as instructor. The J. B. Miller and 

Ivan J. Miller papers can be expected to throw light on the subject. Whether for 

singing school or some other purpose, Paul E. Yoder was given 79 votes and 

Martin Bender 19.  Undated, but likely early 1950s. 

  

Church polity 

Sheet # 52 – Tally of votes on the question of mixed seating versus segregated seating in 

church services, the latter with men on one side of the aisle and women on the 

other. Three options were voted on with following results: 

Families sitting together (this would have included married couples, but not 

others) 64 

Mixed seating (not limited to families) 59 

Segregated seating (no mixed seating) 34 

Supporting whatever the vote 5 

The paper is undated, but memory takes it to the early 1950s.  

 

General Election 

Sheet # 53 – Reorganization Ballot, Casselman River Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Congregation, resulting in the following elections. (See other side.) 

Assistant Sunday school superintendents: Edward Yoder at Maple Glen 

(Raymond Tice and Paul Maust also nominated), Clark Yoder at Oak Dale 

(Edwin Mast and Ivan Maust also nominated), Mayard Beitzel at Cherry 

Glade (Elmer Beitzel and Hugh Orendorf also nominated. 

Sunday School Secretary-treasurer: Oren Bender at Maple Glen (Jacob Miller and 

Roman Yoder also nominated), Jason Bender at Oak Dale (Mark Miller 

and Paul Bender also nominated), Willis Maust (Sanford Bender and 

Maynard Beitzel also nominated). 

Trustee: Ervin E. Yoder (Alvin H. Yoder and Allen J. Maust also nominated), 

Omar Bender at Oak Dale (Simon Beachy and Omar Maust aslo 

nominated), Roy Beitzel at Cherry Glade (Raymond Beitzel and Asa 

Maust also nominated). 

Sunday Evening Bible Meeting Committee: Daniel Miller (Martin Bender and 

Creed Yoder also nominated). 

Church Treasurer: Ervin J. Yoder (Floyd Miller and Alvin Maust also nominated). 

School Board: Norman Bender and Edwin Mast nominated and likely a third 

person whose name is not printed on the sheet due to misplacement when 

printing.   

Sheet # 54 – A list of nominations with the following names: 

Sunday School Assistant Superintendent: Raymond Tice, Kenneth Yoder, David 

I. Miller 
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Sunday School Secretary-Treasurer: Ivan Joel Miller, Edward Yoder 

Sunday Evening Bible Meeting Committee: Ervin H. Yoder, Norman Bender, 

Roy Beitzel. 

The nominations for Sunday school offices were for the Maple Glen Sunday school (as 

indicated by the names) and the Sunday Evening Bible Meeting Committee for 

the entire congregation. The Sunday evening meetings were held at Maple Glen 

for the entire congregation, including those living in the Cherry Glade and Oak 

Dale areas.  The tally of votes is written on the opposite side of this small paper (5 

½ X 4 inches), showing that Ivan Joel Miller was elected as secretary-treasurer 

and Ervin H. Yoder to the Sunday Evening Bible Meeting Committee. The result 

of election of assistant superintendent is not recorded on this paper. The x marks 

on the ballot apparently are the marks of the voter who handed in this paper as a 

ballot with the back side of the ballot then used as a tally sheet. The date of this 

election is not given.   

  

Unidentified   

Sheet # 55 – This sheet is placed into a file jacket with a number of tally sheets which 

lack date or identification of occasion or both.  

 

 

 Biographical Glossary 

 

Beachy, Samuel D. 

Beachy, Simon 

Beitzel, Edwin 

Beitzel, Elvin 

Beitzel, Leora 

Beitzel, Lawrence 

Beitzel, Mayard 

Beitzel, Raymond 

Beitzel, Roy (Roy B) 

Beitzel, Thelma 

Bender, Della  

Bender, Erma 

Bender, Fannie 

Bender, Harvey 

Bender, James 

Bender, Jason 

Bender, Leland 

Bender, Lewis 

Bender, Martin 

Bender, Marvin 
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Miriam Irene Bender 

Bender Norman 

Bender, Milton 

Bender, Omar OB 

Bender, Philip 

Bender, Raymond 

Bender, Robert 

Byler, Ella 

Gingerich, Eli 

Hershberger, Elmer 

Hershberger, Kate 

Mast, Daniel N. (Dan) 

Mast, Edwin 

\Maust, Elmer H.  

Mast, Ernest 

Maust, Allen 

Maust, Alma 

Maust, Alvin 

Maust Ida 

Maust, Ivan 

Maust, Walter 

Miller, Barbara 

Miller, Catherine J. (Kate) 

Miller, Daniel   

Miller, Elias S. 

Miller, Esther 

Miller, Evan EM 

Miller, Floyd J. 

Miller, Harvey J 

Miller, Iva.  

Miller, Ivan J. 

Miller, Ivan Joel 

Miller, Jonas B. 

Miller, Jonas E. (J. E. Miller) 

Miller, Mark 

Miller, Mildred 

Miller, Simon J. 

Miller, Vernie (m.  Maust) Vernie M 

Mullet, Ben 

Orendorf, Carrie 

Orendorf, Hugh 

Peachey, Laban 
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Peachey, Mark 

Peachey, Paul 

Peachey, Shem SP 

Scheffel, Lee 

Tice, Raymond 

Tice, Ruth 

Yoder, Allen O. 

Yoder, Alvin H. 

Yoder, Beulah (m. Bender) Beula Y 

Yoder, Albert (Bert) 

Yoder, Clark 

Yoder, Creed 

Yoder, Edward 

Yoder, Ernest G. 

Yoder, Christian J. CJY 

Yoder, Clark 

Yoder Ervin E. 

Yoder, Ervin H. 

Yoder, Ervin J. 

Yoder, Harvey S. HSY 

Yoder, Kenneth 

Yoder, Lois (Mrs. Allen) 

Yoder, Mabel 

Yoder, Nona 

Yoder, Paul E. 

Yoder, Richard 

Yoder, Simon M. SMY 

Yoder, Tillie 

Yoder, Verna (m. Maust) Verne Y  

Unidentified: SYP  

 

 

190. [File Folder] Preaching/teaching Outlines and Notes of CWB 

Note: The documents in this section are not assigned individual document numbers.  

Many of the papers in this folder are lists of Scripture references on a stated subject. Most 

are not identified by name, date, or occasion of usage. Some appear to be written in the 

hand of someone other than CWB. These papers are sorted with the first sub-file holding 

the papers that have some identification of time and place of usage. The other sub-folders 

are sorted mostly by the kind or size of paper, assuming that like kinds of paper may 

represent chronological proximity.  

190-A   Papers with identification, including the following:  
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August 13, 1940 – Message at annual conference of Conservative Amish 

Mennonite Conference, Kalona, Iowa, on the subject, “A Scriptural 

Discipline in the Church. How established and maintained? See Annual 

Report of Conference 1940, p. 4. In this folder: Typed copy of the 

program of 1940. Three sheets (one small) which apparently were CWB’s 

sermon notes for the occasion. This provides a model for understanding 

many of the other notes in this section as the papers he used when 

preaching.  

May 25, 1941  

May 12, 1946 

March 30, 1952 Cherry Glade 

June 15, 1952, Maple Glen 

January 18, 1953 Oak Dale 

February 1, 1953, Oak Dale 

December 30, Sunday evening program 

September 30, Maple Glen 

 

190-B Papers sorted by kind and size of paper and without identifications 

 

190-C German language notes and outlines, including a presentation on poster paper. 

 

191. [File Folder] Notebooks (2), [3 ½ X 6]  

Record of church services from September 11, 1932, to February 2, 1936 

Record of subjects used in Bible conferences. 

 

192. [Scrapbook, using the pages of a book by the State Highway Department, 1909] 

Contains the programs of the annual Sunday School Conferences of some years 

from 1908 to 1952, not included: 1911, 1914, 1917, 1918, 1921, 1922.              . 

 

193. [File Folder] Bible Conference programs in various churches 

Program brochures of Bible Conferences held at: 

Greenwood (Delaware) Amish Mennonite Church 1920, 1922, 1930, 1931and one 

additional unstated year, with CWB as one of the speakers in 1920, 1922, 

and 1930. 

Locust Grove Church, Belleville, Pennsylvania, 1931 and 1937.  

Ontario Amish Mennonite Conference in 1927, 1928, and 1939 with CWB as one 

of the speakers in 1928.. 

 

194. [File Folder] Church Building Project (1946-1948) 

194.1  Paper with note at top in the hand of Ivan J. Miller: “Estimate made by a 

committee for the Maple Glen Church House 1945 (?).”  The note by IJM 

apparently was written at a later time without certainty on which side of New 
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Year’s Day the estimates were made. The basic information duplicates the 

information on another handwritten paper listed below. 1945(?) 

194.2  Hand-written paper, (two sheets) listing various plans and cost for a larger meeting 

house at Maple Glen. The plans include (1) Splitting the existing house and 

finishing the center portion and install heat, toilets, ceptic tank, and electricity, (2) 

and tearing down and building new. The second plan included various options. 

The estimated costs of enlarging or building new were similar. The hand-writing 

of this and some of the other documents in this section is not that of CWB, 

possibly that of Ivan J. Miller. 1946 

194.3  Record (handwritten, ten sheets) of counsel received from members concerning 

the church building. This list appears to be the source from which a typed 

summary record of counsel was made. 1946  

194.4  Record of counsel from church members on church building, showing the 

preferences expressed in regard to five different plans. The plans are not 

explained in this paper. Preferences on features such as kind of roof, balcony, and 

location were expressed also. According to my memory [David I. Miller] the two 

locations under consideration were (1) the existing location with the building now 

stands and (2) somewhere along State Route 669 between Grantsville and West 

Salisbury, with Oak Dale then discontinued as a meeting place of the 

congregation. The possibility of selling Oak Dale to the Beachy Amish Mennonite 

Church had been mentioned (that was before the building of the Mountain View 

church building. 1946 

194.5  Statement for presentation to the congregation at Oak Dale and Cherry Glade of 

decision to raze the then existing Maple Glen building and to build new on the 

site if funds become available. The building to include two ante-rooms and 

balcony in the back, the roof to be of asbestos, and the siding of asbestos or brick.  

January 13, 1946 

194.6  File jacket with approximately 58 pledge papers, ranging in size from small 

fragments to half typewriter-size. These were pledges for the building fund of the 

Maple Glen church building. 1946  

194.7  List of pledges for new church building (Maple Glen). Fifty-one entries of names 

of members, some as couples. The amounts of the pledges are in two columns, 

one in the case of asbestos siding and the other in the case of brick siding. The 

total amount for asbestos: $7,041. For brick: $7,726. Apparently the difference 

resulted in the use of asbestos. Of the three copies of this list, one has additional 

hand-written notations, including names and money amounts.  1946  

194.8  Banking papers of a “Special Account” held by CWB, apparently as trustee for the 

a particular church project. These papers include monthly account statements, 

cancelled checks, deposits record book, check book register stubs, itemized 

deposit record books. The dates on these paper range from March 1946 to April 

1949. This Special Account may relate to the building and furnishing of the 
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Maple Glen Church house. The former building was dismantled in 1946 and the 

new one occupied in 1948.  

194.9  Invoice from Amos J. Yoder for sawing oak. April 5, 1946 

194.10  Report of Subscriptions for Church House. Three sheets bearing 12 names, all 

members living in the Cherry Glade area. Handwriting that of Mark Peachey, who 

apparently had been commissioned to make contacts in that area. 1946 

194.11  Envelope with figures of hours and lumber for construction of the Maple Glen 

church building, evidently used as a statement handed to CWB for turning in 

hours and expenses for reimbursement. 1946. 

194.12  Scrap paper bearing the inscription of Evan Miller [Evan J. Miller] specifying 

hours and lumber, almost certainly for the construction of the Maple Glen church 

building. 1946 

194.13  Letter from Allen J. Maust, Grantsville, Maryland, to “Dear Brother.” Addresses 

the question of rate per hour of pay. The project or job to be paid for is not 

specified, but refers to paying Omer what he asks for rather than not have him do 

it. This item almost certainly refers to the construction of the Maple Glen church 

building which was completed in 1948 with Omar Bender as the construction 

foreman. [Personal memory: The building committee consisted of Omar Bender, 

Simon Beachy, Norman Bender, Alvin H. Yoder, and Allen J. Maust.] June 28, 

1946  

194.14  Note from Norman E. Bender, Springs, Pennsylvania, to CWB, offering 

suggested wage rates for people working on the construction of the Maple Glen 

church building. Names included in the note are Evan J. Miller, Floyd C. Bender, 

and Omar Bender. He sent the note with his daughter Erma Bender to be 

delivered to CWB when en route to the dentist, likely in Salisbury or Meyersdale. 

The note is undated, but would be in chronological proximity to a note by Allen 

Maust on the same subject dated June 28, 1946   

194.15  Record (in small maroon”Memo Book”) of church building transactions, 

including money and gifts received from whom and expenses paid to whom, 

payments on loan from Ivan J. Miller.. First entry: March 2, 1946, with entry as 

late as April 1949.   

194.16  Record of “Simon Beachy Acct to January 1, 1947.” This apparently represents 

work done by Simon on the new construction of the Maple Glen church building 

and materials for that purpose. It appears that up to January 1, 1947 (previous 

period not stated), Simon had worked 421 hours and Richard 305 hours. Richard 

almost certainly was Richard Bender, son of Omar Bender, grandson of CWB, 

and hired hand of Simon. The “pudler” was a vehicle also known as “puddle 

jumper,” a short based vehicle with a dump box perhaps 4 X 4 feet in dimension, 

modified by Simon’s mechanical genius from the chassis of a car or truck. 

January 1, 1947 

194.17  Post card from Floyd C. Bender to his father, CWB, consisting of a statement or 

bill for lumber and labor, apparently for the construction of the Maple Glen 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

240  

 

church house. CWB served as treasurer of the project. Postmarked February 7, 

1947  

194.18  Account and invoice apparently submitted by Allen Maust for use of his truck 

and labor in hauling materials for the construction of th Maple Glen church 

building. Clues of this identity are the names of Allen and Jonas and a memory of 

Allen Maust having had a truck in those years. Materials hauled included logs, 

lumber, cement blocks, tile. The logs came from the woods of members and 

perhaps others, including Harvey Bender, Milton Bender, Asa Orendorf, Melvin 

Stanton, Evan J. Miller, Ivan J. Miller, Shem Peachey. The logs were cut into 

lumber at the saw mill of Amos Yoder. Baer’s planing mill (if my memory is 

correct.–  David I. Miller) was involved also. 1946-1947 

194.19  Invoice from Alvin H. Yoder for labor and use of tractor in the building project. 

March 1, 1947 

194.20  Auction sheets identifiable as the record of sales at an auction for disposal of left-

over building materials after the construction of the Maple Glen building was 

completed. The outside sheets list 77 items, bringing in a total of $278. The inside 

sheets show that the purchases were made by 20 individuals, all members of the 

congregation. An observation: none of the buyers are living at the time of this 

writing in August 2008. The handwriting seems to identify the outside clerk as 

Ivan J. Miller and the inside clerk as Della Miller. They frequently served as 

clerks at public sales in those days. The papers are not dated, but the auction 

likely occurred in 1948. 

194.21  List titled “Estimate of Money Out to Date.” This seems to represent pledges not 

yet paid. Includes sixteen accounts. December 4, 1946  

194.22  Letter from Simon Coblentz, Uniontown, Ohio, to CWB, about being with the 

Casselman River Church, apparently for meetings, in May. Note: Simon Coblentz 

was the guest speaker at the first service held in the “new” Maple Glen church on 

May 16, 1948. [Because the church building was seen as a meeting house, not a 

temple, and since dedication of a building seemed to be Old Testament rather than 

New Testament in concept, I remember the term “dedication service” having been 

largely avoided in regard to that first new Maple Glen church service. – David I. 

Miller   April 30, 1948 

194.23 Promissory Note from the Castleman River Conservative Amish Mennonite 

Church issued to Ivan J. and Della Miller for a loan to be used for completion of 

the Maple Glen church building. This an unsigned copy. July 6, 1948 

 

195. [File Folder] Correspondence to or from or otherwise related to Jonas E. Miller and 

wife and Elizabeth (Lizzie) Miller regarding their relationship with the church. 

 

196. [File Folder] Correspondence to or from or related to Paul Peachey and the issue of 

college attendance 
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197. [File Folder]  Poems at Congregational children’s Christmas programs.  

These are recitations assigned to children of CWB and others: Lena Bender, Lucy 

Bender, Floyd Bender, Savilla Bender, Olen Yoder, Earl Bender, Owen Yoder, 

Claude Yoder, Katie Miller, Alta Yoder, Naomi Yoder, Omar Bender, Myra 

Bender, Harvey Bender, Lewis Bender, Verda Bender, Della Bender, Ernest 

Yoder, Elva Yoder, Norman Bender, Lewis Bender, Floyd Yoder.  

 

198. [File Folder] Empty envelopes for possible use in identifying items originally placed 

into envelopes.  Also loose postal stamps. 

 

199-A  [Photocopy] Church Record/Journal of Bishop Christian W. Bender  

This is a photocopy of the cover and pages of a church record/journal kept by CWB as a 

record of church events. The book is hard-cover with pages 5 ¼’ X 12’ in 

dimension, designed as a financial journal, but written into as a journal of events.  

The photocopy holds two pages per sheet with dimension  of about 11 X 15. The 

original is in possession of Lucy (Beachy) Maust, Accident, Maryland, and was 

loaned to me (David I. Miller) in 2012 when writing for Hearthside (published in 

2013). The photocopy was made for placement into the Casselman Historians 

Archives at Grantsville, Maryland. The original was returned to Lucy Maust in 

November 2012. 

A fly leaf in the front of the book lists the names of Conference ministers with designated 

years. This list compares favorably with Conference designations of “evangelists” 

to visit the Casselman River congregation in the years when such action was taken 

annually by the Conference, beginning in 1917 (cf. pp. 55, 64, 78, 96 of the 

combined Conference Reports, 1910-1925). That factor, along with my (David I. 

Miller) personal memory of meetings by guest ministers during the 1940s, 

indicates that the list consists of ministers who served the Casselman River 

congregation in special meetings from 1917 to 1947. 

Pages 2-51 are a record of various church events and actions. (Blank pages in the original 

book are not included in this photocopy edition.) Reported events include: 

• Marriages – announcements (“published”), weddings 

• Baptisms with names of applicants 

• Congregational members’ council/counsel meetings 

• Communion services 

• Confessions of transgression/sin 

• Excommunication and reinstatements 

• Membership transfers 

• Elections of church/Sunday school offices 

• Ordinations 

• Trips by CWB for ministry in other churches 

• Congregational business meetings, pp. 15, 20, 22, 24, 34, 36 
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• Decisions of church polity 

o Military service 8 

o Use of granite grave markers 8 

o Children’s Home board’s use of proxies 10 

o Mission board establishment 10 

o Singing harmony (parts) in church services (August 3, 1920) 11 

o Stress on regulation against men’s creased hats and short-cut hair 

14, 15 

o English in church services at Maple Glen  (1925)  20 

Pages 78-152, followed by 61, 62, 76, 77, are filled with death and funeral information in 

chronological order from 1910 to 1958. 

Because of the size of the photocopied sheets, the location of this item in the archives is:  

_________________________.        

 

199-B Additions to the CWB papers made after November 1, 2013 

 199-B-1 Correspondence CWB to Sam Eash 

Note: The next six items of correspondence from CWB to Sam Eash were received from 

Ruth Miller Yoder with a note dated September 1, 2012, with explanation of the 

materials having been received from Lucy (Beachy) Maust. Presumably, these 

letters were given by someone of Indiana to someone of the CWB or Simon 

Beachy family. 

Letter from CWB to Sam Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana. Topics include question of 

excommunication of Levi Sommers, arrangements for printing hymn books, 

Fanny Yoder church letter (certificate of membership), weather and crops, illness 

of John Swartzentruber. October 1, 1929. 

Letter from CWB to Sam Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, referring to a request from John M 

Swartzentruber for CWB to go to Holmes County to receive a fallen member back 

into church membership and to baptize his wife. CWB questions the wife’s 

readiness for baptism. He inquires about SE going by Holmes County to take care 

of the matter when SE is en route to or from a planned trip to Stark County. 

August 6, 1930 

Letter from CWB to Sam Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, mailed from Hartville, Ohio, 

seeking arrangements to meet in Holmes County to work on church matters. 

Includes arrangements for Shem Peachey’s involvement also. November 2, 1932 

Letter from CWB to Sam Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, concerning the churches in 

Holmes and Stark County, Ohio. including arrangements for communion services, 

and a note that communion was held in Mercer County, Pennsylvania. November 

26, 1932 

Letter from CWB to Sam Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, writing while sick in bed, have 

had fever of over 101 degrees when he returned from a trip. Reference is made to 

the churches in both Ohio and Delaware. Regarding Delaware, reference is made 

to John and a question about going there “before the Mennonite preachers get 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

243  

 

them.” See Conference Report of Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference, 

1933, p. 97; Harold Huber, With Eyes of Faith, Greenwood, DE: Country Rest 

Home, 1974, pp. 198, 199.  December 22, 1932 

Post card from CWB to Sam Eash, Shipshewana, Indiana, about the expected arrival of 

ES. February 23, 1933A 

 

199-B-2 Nevin Bender to CWB Feb. 29, 1936 

Note: the following item is placed into the CWB papers without memory of from whom I 

received it after the CWB section was placed into the archives at Grantsville. 

Letter from Nevin Bender, Farmington, Delaware, mailed from Petersburg, Ontario, to 

CWB. He lists the baptismal class in which CWB was baptized (I do not know 

why Nevin, rather than CWB would have had that information in hand.) The 

baptismal class consisted of 17 persons: Moses Beachy, Irvin Beachy Simon 

Yoder, Harvey Hershberger, Simon Hershberger, Jonas Maust, Benjamin 

Schrock, Emanuel Beachy, Christian Bender, Simon Maust, Annie 

Swartzentruber, Ida Hershberger, Ida Miller, Lucy Miller, Lena Hochstetler, 

Barbara Beachy, Mary Beachy. Much of the letter seems to refer to an effort to 

learn the connection between the Amish Benders of Somerset County and those of 

Ontario. Nevin apparently was in Ontario in a Bible school ministry. February 29, 

1936 

199-B-3 Transcriptions and Translatlations of Church Letters filed in #187 

 

Certificate (church letter) signed by Jacob F. Schwarzendruber, Christian M. Yoder, 

William Yoder, M. J. Miller of Kalona, Iowa, in regard to Daniel Lichti, March 30, 1920. 

 
Transcribed and translated by David I. Miller, January 2009; File # 125, CWB materials in David I. Miller 

Collection 

 

Kalona, Iowa 

März den 30. 1920 

 

Zum ersten ein herzlichen Grüss der Liebe und des Friedens an alle Brüder und Schwestern in 

dem Herrn, denen dies Schreiben zu händen und Ohren kommen möchten. Gott gebe euch viel 

Gnade und Friede durch Jesum Christum. Amen. 

 

Hiermit bezeugen wir dass der Liebe Bruder Daniel Lichti eine zeitlang als ein Gliet in unserer 

Gemeinde gestanden hat und hat uns dann, for etwa 18 Monat, im Frieden Verlassen. Bis dahin 

geben wir ihm ein gutes zeugniss mit Rath der Gemeinde.  

 

Is scheint uber als hätte er seit dem nur so gestanden __ sich _________ anzuschliessen, welches 

wir nicht für das beste ansehen können. Doch möchten euch die Umständen darnach gewesen 
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sein; darum wollen wir ihm un euch nebst Gott die Sache überlassen, und wünschen eich allen 

Gottes Gnade und seinen reichen Segen durch Jesum Christim. Amen. 

 

Gedenket unser in eurom Gebeten. Wir sind gesonnen in unserer Schwachheit euch so zu tun für 

alle die soches begehren. 

 

Jacob F. Schwarzendruber 

Christian M. Yoder 

William Yoder 

M. J. Miller 

 

First a heartfelt greeting of love and peace to all brothers and sisters in 

the Lord to whose hands and ears this writing may come. God give you much 

grace and peace through Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Herewith we testify that the dear brother Daniel Lichti for some time was a member in our 

congregation and then left us about 18 months ago in a status of peace. So  

we are giving him a good testimonial (church letter) with the counsel of the church. 

 

It appears, however, that at a time before he was in this status, which we cannot see as the best. 

But you know the circumstances about it, so we want to leave it with you in the presence of God 

and wish you all God’s grace and His rich blessings through Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

Remember us in your prayers. We are inclined , in our weakness, to do so for all who are this 

disposed.  

 

Jacob F. Schwarzendruber 

Christian M. Yoder 

William Yoder 

M. J. Miller 
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Certificate (church letter) of Lydia Roggie, August 2, 1921. 

 
Transcribed and translated by David I. Miller, January 2009; File # 131, CWB materials in David I. Miller 

Collection 

 

Lowville [New York] 

7/2 1921 

 

Ein Grus der Liebe und des Friedens an alle Bruder und Schwestern wo dieses shreiben lesen 

oder hoeren lesen und begehren unser einge denk zu sein im gebet und wie wir begehren sind wir 

auch willig zu thun fuer euch, in Schwacheit.  

 

Die urssach dieses schreibens ist das Lidia Roggie ein Zeugnis begehrt. Wir bezeugen hermit das 

sie eine Schwester ist bei der Gemein und stelle im Frieden, so viel uns bekannt ist und ihr 

wunsten alles gute in Zeit und Ewigkeit. 

 

C. M Nafziger 

Joseph Lehman 

Joseph J. Zehr 

 

 

Lowville, New York 

August 2, 1921 

 

A greeting of love and peace to all brothers and sisters who read this writing or hear it read, with 

a desire to be remembered in prayer; we also desiring to do the same for you, though in 

weakness.  

 

The reason for this writing is that Lydia Roggie wants a testimonial [church letter]. We testify 

herewith that she is a sister in the church and stands in peace so far as is known to us. We wish 

for her all good things in time and eternity. 

 

C. M Nafziger 

Joseph Lehman 

Joseph J. Zehr 
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Certificate (church letter) of Lucy Beachy, February 15, 1925. 

 
Transcribed and translated by David I. Miller, January 2009; File # 131, CWB materials in David I. Miller 

Collection 

 

 

Norfolk Va 

Feb 15 1925 

 

Erstens ein gruss der Liebe und dass friedens an alle Dienner Brieder und Schwestern die dies 

schreiben lessen oder heren lessen.  Mit abforderung doch gebet – hiemit bezeigen wier dass die 

Lucy Beachy ein Schwester ist bei unser gemein und hat im frieden verlassen so weit uns 

bekannt ist. und wird ihre noch dass beste gewünscht dass ist gegeben mit rod der gemein. 

 

 

 

 

Norfolk, Virginia 

February 15, 1925 

 

First a greeting of love and peace to all ministers, brothers, and sisters who may read this writing 

or hear it read, with a request for you prayer. Herewith we give testimony that Lucy Beachy is a 

sister in our congregation and has left here in peace so far as we know. We wish her yet the best. 

Given with the counsel of the congregation.  

 

C. J. Swartzentruber 

W. S. Yoder 
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Certificate (church letter) of Simon D. Beachy, March 17, 1926. 

 
Translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 from a transcription by Jonas B. Miller April 20, 1926; File # 137, 

CWB materials in David I. Miller Collection 
 
The following note is attached by Jonas B. Miller to his transcription of the church letter of Simon D. Beachy. 

Translated by David I. Miller January 2009. 
 

Notice 

 

The above was copied as exactly as this scribe could in order to decipher and read this church 

testimonial. I in case of errors being found in the copy later, it was not due to a desire on the part 

of the scribe to [make a change]. So any errors must be attributed to the scribe’s lack of 

knowledge and not his desire or intention. – Jonas B. Miller, April 20, 1926     

 

The Church Certificate 

 

Norfolk, Virginia, march 17, 1926 

 

To the church in Somerset, Pennsylvania, a greeting of love and peace with best wishes and 

request for prayer, which we are likewise minded for you, but in weakness. Herewith we let you 

know that Simon Beachy is a brother in our congregation and is in peace so far as is known to us, 

except that he has a jacket with bottons and three outside pockets which we do not approve. But 

at this time he is in peace regarding his hair cut. In the [church] council the question arose if he 

should not acknowledge failure for having been out of the order earlier in that regard – that was 

from three or four brethren. We as ministers did not take such action and are laying it out to you 

without taking the question to the congregation, in which matter we feel to be in error and want 

the church which he joins to be satisfied. We do not want to hold up the process on your part and 

we wish him the best.  

 

Signed by W. S. Yoder, C. J. Swartzentruber  
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 Certificate (church letter) of Fred Miller, March 17, 1926 

 
Translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 from a transcription by Jonas B. Miller April 20, 1926; File # 137, 

CWB materials in David I. Miller Collection. The transcription which follows was mostly completed by me before I 

discovered the accompanying handwritten transcription, apparently by J. B. Miller, which I largely followed then. – 

David I. Miller 

 

Norfolk Va 

Mar 17 1926 

 

An die gemein in Somerset Pa. ein gruss der liebe und dess friendens mit Wünschen alles gutes und 

abforderung dass gebet Wier sinn dess gleichen gesonnen gegen eich aber in schwachheit.  

 

Hier mit lassen wier eich wissen dass der Fred Miller und sein Weib Tillie glieder sein bei unser gemain 

und stahen inn frieden so weit uns bekonnt eben an der zeit ist der Fred im frieden mit sein haubt haar in 

dem rod kam es vor ob er nicht konta fehler bekennen für frührer nicht in ordunung zu sein in solchem.  

 

Soches war von 3 oder 4 Brüder. Solches namen  wier diener unbedenkt und legten es ihm auf ohne die 

gemeinde wieder zufragen in welchem wier uns ihr fühlen und wollen die gemein befreidichen. 

 

Sie hatten ihr Kind zu zeiten weiss gekleid wo nicht unser ordnung ist. Auch ist es neilich  vorkommen 

um weltmodischen blenkets brauchen an dem kleinen Kinder zu zeit der gemeinde wo wier wünschen 

Weg zuhaben.  Wie auch die nei gemusterten rechen [Rocken]  wo sie am kind gebraucht hat    auch kam 

die Tillie mit zu bredem har schedel un zu struwlich gekemmt. 

 

Wo sie sich ein stellen bei eich wollen wier sie nicht aufhalten aber ihnen dass bestten Wunschen. 

 

Geben mit rod der gemein. 

 

W. S. Yoder 

C. J. Swartzentruber 

 

To the church in Somerset, Pennsylvania, a greeting of love and peace, wishing all that’s good and 

requesting prayer, which we likewise are inclined to do for you, though in weakness.  

 

Herewith we let you know that Fred Miller and his wife Tillie are members in our church and stand in 

peace so far as is known to us. At this time, Fred is in peace regarding his hair cut. In the council [of the 

church], the question arose whether he might confess failure for earlier not having been in the order. Such 

came from three or four brothers. We ministers considered it and presented [the concern] to him without 

going back to the church with it. In that, we want to be sympathetic toward you and the satisfaction of 

your church.  

 

At times they dressed their child in white, which is not within our order. Also it occurred recently that 

they used blankets of worldly style for the small children, a matter on which we wish to give some leave 

way [translation uncertain here.] Also regarding their use of patterned dresses on the child.  also Tillie 

combed her hair with a wide parting and unkemptness.   
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If they join with you, we do not want to hinder them, but wish them the best. 

 

Given with the counsel of the congregation. 

 

W. S. Yoder 

C. J. Swartzentruber 
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 Certificate (church letter) of Saloma Beachy, March 17, 1926 

 
Translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 from a transcription by Jonas B. Miller; File # 137, CWB materials in 

David I. Miller Collection. 

 

 

Norfolk Va 

Mar 17 1926 

 

To the church in Somerset, County, a greeting of love and peace with request for prayer. We are 

likewise inclined toward you, but in weakness. We wish you all things good. 

 

Herewith we let you know that Saloma Beachy is a sister in our congregation and stands in peace 

so far as known to us, except for a [ruckleiwlen; apparently a dress (Rock) of objectionable 

pattern] and a wide parting of the hair [breder hahr schadel] and at times too unkempt. If she 

joins you, we do not want to hinder her and we wish her the best. Given with the counsel of the 

congregation.  

 

W. S. Yoder 

C. J. Swartzendruber  
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Certificate (church letter) of Ephraim Brenneman – April 18, 1920 

 
Transcribed and translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 

 

Kalona, Iowa 

Den 18 Abril 1920 

 

Erstens wird gewunst die gnade Gottes wie auch die mitwirkende kraft des Heiligen und Guten 

Geistes an alle Diener Brüder und schwestern die in gleichen glauben und hoffnung mit uns 

stehen nebst abforderung der gebets wie wir auch gesinnt sein zu thun in der schwachheit. Hier 

mit wird bezeugt dass der Ephraim Brenneman ein glied war bey unserer gemein und im frieden 

hier verlassen hat ausgenommen er ging von hier nach east und forderte ein zeugniss und wir 

geben ihm eins aber nicht gänzlich gut. Später kam er wieder zurück und hatte noch dasselbe 

Zeugniss letzt frühjahr und hat er behalten bis er fort ging letzt herbst. Dan hat er das Zeugniss 

zurück geben zu einem Mitdiener und versprochen sich besser in ordnung schicken. Also hat er 

bis her bei einem jahr und halb gestanden und nicht mit zur einigkeit gangen wo wir nicht gut 

heisen. Wann er sich bei euch einstelt und dan wollen wir ihm das beste wünschen. Dies ist 

geben mit rath der gemein und unterschrieben von uns Diener.  

 

Isaak Helmuth 

Samuel J. Kemp 

Jonas D. Otto 

 

Kalona, Iowa 

April 18, 1920 

 

First we wish you the grace of God and the accompanying power of the Holy and Good  

Spirit for all ministers, brothers, and sisters who stand with us in like faith and hope, along with a 

request for prayer, as we also are minded to do in weakness. Herewith is  

testimony that Ephraim Brenneman is a member of our congregation and left here in peace, 

with the exception that he left from here to the east, requesting a certificate which we gave him, 

though not of full standing. Later he returned last spring and kept it till he left again in the fall. 

Then he presented the certificate to my fellow minister and promised to better conform to the 

church order. Also, for a year and a half he was aloof and did not partake in the communion 

service, which we do not consider to be good. If he joins with you, we wish him the best. This is 

given with the counsel of the congregation and is sign by us as ministers. 

 

Isaac Helmuth 

Samuel Kemp 

Jonas D. Otto 
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Certificate (church letter) of Christian Hershberger – September 3, 1922 

 
Transcribed and translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 

 

Kalona, Iowa 

September 3, 1922 

 

Erstens wunschen wir die gnade Gottes und die ** liebe Jesus Christi an ** Diener Brüder und 

schwestern die dieses lesen oder heren lesen. Mit abförderung dass gebet wier sein dass auch 

gesonnen gegen eich aber in schwachheit.  

 

Hier mit lassen wier eich wissen dass der Crist Hershberger ein bruder ist bei unser gemein und 

hat im freiden verlassen soweit uns bekannt ist.  

 

Ausgenommen auf ehnens nach hat er sein bart getrimt welches nichtunser ordnung ist.   

 

Geben mit radt der gemein. 

 

C. J. Swartzentruber 

W. S. yoder 

Iddo D. Yoder 

 

 

 Kalona, Iowa 

September 3, 1922 

 

First, we wish the grace of God and the love of Jesus Christ for all ministers, brothers, and sisters 

who may read this or hear it read, with a request for prayer, which we also want to do for you, 

but in weakness.  

 

Herewith we let you know that Christian Hershberger is a brother in our congregation and left 

here in peace, so far was we know, with the exception that he has trimmed his beard, which is 

not in accord with our order.  

 

Given with the counsel of the congregation. 

 

Christian  J. Swartzentruber 

William S. Yoder 

Iddo D. Yoder 
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Certificate (church letter) of Bena Spenler – April 9, 1927 

 
Transcribed and translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 

 

Mornington April 9th 1927 

 

Zum, ersten ein gruss der leibe und des friedens an alle brüder und schwestern die noch in 

gleichem glauben mit uns stehe. Nebst gruss und abforderung des gebet lassen wir euch wissen 

das die Bena Spenler ein Schwester ist bei unser gemeine und hat im frieden hier verlassen. 

 

 

 

Mornington, Ontario,  April 9, 1927 

 

First a greeting of love and peace to all brothers and sisters of like faith with us. Along with the 

greeting, a request for your prayers. We inform you that Bena Spenler is a sister in our 

congregation and left her in peace.  

 

Nickolas Nafziger 

Peter Spenler 

John Graber 

Joseph Nafziger 

Jacob Wagler 

Solomon Jantzi 
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Certificate (church letter) of John Beachy – January 2, 1927 

 

Transcribed and translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 

 

 

 

Belleville, Pa 

Jan 2 1927 

 

Ein freundlichen gruss der liebe on den leser oder alle die dies hören lesen hier mit bezeugen wir 

dass die Maria König ein Schwester ist bei unser gemeine und stehet gons ihm friedens so fiel 

uns bekant ist und dies war gegeben mit rat der gemein sind auf ein gedenk ihm gebet wir wollen 

auch so thun in schwachheit ihr wird auch der segen gottes gewünscht wie auch eich alle.  

 

Johann L. Bitsche 

C D Peachey 

Yohannes Y Bitsche 

 

 

Belleville, Pennsylvania 

January 2, 1927 

 

First a friendly greeting of love to those who read or hear read [this letter]. We testify herewith 

that Mary King is a sister in our congregation and stands in peace so far as is known to us. This 

is given with the counsel of the congregation. Remember us in prayer. We want to do the same in 

weakness. And we wish for all of you the blessing of God.  
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Certificate (church letter) of Lucy J. Miller – April 12, 1916 

 

 Transcribed and translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 

 

 

Wellman Iowa 

April 12, 1916 

 

Angebürlichen Gruss an alle Deanar, Brüder und schwästern, En dem Harran, Wo deas zu hand 

komt, 

 

Mit abfodarung das gabäts, Wa wür auch gasüsnad sind. Durch Easum Chirstum, Aman, 

 

Heamit wird bekant dass dea Lucy J. Miller aen schwäster est bae unsaran gamaena und an 

fraedan hear farlassan hat,  Em Octobar fon 1914, Deasas ward gegaben mit wissan der gamaena.  

 

G. A. Yoder [Gideon A. Yoder] 

 

Wellman Iowa 

April 12, 1916 

 

Respectful greetings to all ministers, brothers and sisters in the Lord, to whom this may come 

into hand, with request for prayers, for which we also are inclined, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

 

Herewith we make known that Lucy J. Miller is a sister in our congregation and departed from 

here in peace. in October of 1914. This is given with the knowledge of the congregation. 

 

G. A. Yoder 
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Certificate (church letter) of David S. Yoder – September 26, 1915 

 

 Transcribed and translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 

 

Kalona, Iowa 

den 26 September 1915 

 

Erstens wird gewünst die gnade Gottes und die reine Liebe Jesus Christus alle Diener brüder und 

schwestern die in gleichen glauben mit uns stehen, nebst abforderung des gebets wie wir auch 

gesonnen sind zu thun in der schwachheit. 

 

Hiermit wird bezeuget von uns unterschriebenen dass der David S. Yoder ein bruder ist bey 

unserer alt Amischen gemein und im frieden verlassen hat so weit als uns bekannt ist [page 2] 

ausgenommen er hat sein haar kurzer als wir es für gut ansehen weiters wollen wir ihm das beste 

wünshcen an Seel und Leib Seid alle Gott befohlen. 

 

Peter Kinsinger 

Isaac Helmuth 

Samuel Kemp 

 

 

Kalona, Iowa 

September 26, 1915 

 

First we wish for all ministers, brothers, and sisters, who stand in the same faith as we, the grace 

of God and the pure love of Jesus Christ, along with a desire for prayer, which we also want to 

do for you, though in weakness.  

 

Herewith we, the undersigned, certify that David S. Yoder is a brother in our Old Amish church 

and he departed from her in peace so far as is known to us with the exception that his hair was 

shorter than that which we consider to be good. But further, we wish him the best in soul and 

body. May all be found in God’s care.  

 

Peter Kinsinger 

Isaac Helmuth 

Samuel Kemp 
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 Certificate (church letter) of Shem Peachey – November 9, 1915 

 

 Transcribed and translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 

 

Nov 9 1915 

 

Erstlich ein gruss der leibe und des friedens 

an alle die dass lesen oder 

hören lesen hiermit beuzeugen 

wir dass Sem Bitsche ein 

Bruder ist in unser gemein 

und in frieden so weit als  

uns bekant ist Gedenket  

unser im gebet wir sind  

auch so gesonnen in der  

schwachheit. 

 

Johannes Zug 

Samuel W. Bitsche 

 

 

November 9, 1915 

 

 First a greeting of love and peace  

to all who read [this letter] or  

hear it read.. Herewith certify 

we that Sem Beachy a  

brother in our congregation is 

and in peace so far as 

we know. Think of  

us in prayer. We are  

likewise minded, [but in] 

weakness. 

 

John Zook 

Samuel W. Peachy 
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File # 179, CWB Materials 

Fragment of a statement or letter. Author, subject, and purpose not identified. Transcription 

and translation of January 2009 in translation section and attached in file.  

 

 

recht der rath der gemeinde geact(?) haben, und dass die genante nich dass best mittel getroffen 

hat, um ehnen zu helfen, und meinen dass sie sollen gedult tragen biss ans end fon eahr. Und mitt 

dne nachbers gemeinde zu schaffen dass die Sach in frieden und einigkeit man geschafft werden.  

 

 

rightly acted according to the counsel of the church and that the named one(s) found the best 

means for helping them, and [we] think that they need to be patient to the end of the year and to 

work with the neighboring church so that the matter can be concluded in peace and unity. 
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File #188 – CWB – Ceremonial Forms   
 

Ceremonial forms for Ordination of Bishop, Minister, Deacon.  Four sheets, one for each office and a second sheet 

for office of minister. The two minister-sheets have identical phrasing except for “guten und heiligen Geist” in one 

and “heiligen un guten Geist” in the other. Though not proven at this writing, it is likely that these were the forms 

used by CWB when officiating in ordinations. The folds and pocket-wear suggest that he often had these very papers 

with him on occasions of ordinations. The most frequent office commissioned by ordination was minister and that is 

the paper that shows the most wear. Written and conducted in German. See translation. Uses “Bischoff” instead of  

“Völlige Diener,” the term used by his predecessors. Did not change “dienst zum Buch” to “prediger” or “dienst zu 

den Armen” to “deacon.”In German. 

 

Translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 
 

Ordination of Bishop 

 

In the Name of the Lord and the church, the ministry of the office of Bishop has fallen on you. 

You shall have general oversight of the church – receiving believers into the church, baptizing 

them with water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the [Holy Spirit}, and teaching them to 

observe all things [that Jesus commanded], and to serve the Lord’s Supper. 

 

It is your role also to excommunicate those who transgress the order [Ordnung] of the Lord and, 

when they repent, to again receive them by the counsel of the church.  

 

You shall officiate in marriages according to the order of the Lord; visit the widows, orphans, 

and the sick to comfort them, and, as in all other matter in the church, take care [as needs arise]. 

 

When you become old and feeble, you shall place another man in your position.  

 

So take care of yourself and the teaching and the entire flock over which you are placed by the 

Holy Spirit. Continue in reading, praying, and teaching. May the Lord lead, strengthen, and 

comfort you by his Holy and Good Spirit through Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

Ordination of Minister 

 

In the Name of the Lord and the church, the ministry of the office of Minister of the Word  has 

fallen on you. You shall expound and proclaim the Word of the Lord and shall kneel with the 

congregation and pray and shall help in promoting the good and punishing the evil.  

 

And thereto may the Lord enable and enlighten you with his Holy and Good Spirit and all that 

through Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Ordination of Deacon 

 

In the Name of the Lord and the church, the ministry of the office of deacon has fallen on you. 

You shall care for the widows and orphans and shall receive and distribute alms, with the 
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[counsel of] the church, to the poor in need, and when brothers and sisters in the church wish to 

enter into marriage, you shall minister to them according to Christian order. 

 

Also, you shall serve with water in baptisms; also with bread and wine in the communion 

service.  

Also you shall read the Scriptures for the ministers and assist in the counsel of the church 

according to the teachings of Jesus Christ.  
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Certificate of Membership – Jonas E. and Elizabeth Miller October 14, 1923 

 

Translated by David I. Miller, January 2009 

 

Norfolk, Virginia 

October 14, 1923 

 

Fist a greeting of love and peace to all ministers, brothers, and sisters who read this or hear it 

read, with a request for prayer. We are minded likewise for you. 

 

Herewith we let you know that Jonas Miller and his wife are members in our congregation and 

their status is, according to the congregational council as follows: last spring in the council 

meeting of the congregation the made matters right to the extent that they could participate in the 

communion service, but concerning medical school, they chose to go and the church rescinded 

the privilege of communion and it should be recognized that they remain in that status. Beyond 

that, they take the church seriously and are diligent in attendance and present themselves as up-

building members. It should be seen that the church has oversight over them to meet their needs 

[translation uncertain here]. 

 

It should be mentioned too that Lizzie was seen with clothing of a worldly style in Washington, 

and when she returned from Washington, she did not present herself with those clothes, which 

we consider that to be the best.  

 

This is given with the counsel of the congregation.  

 

Further, we wish them riches for of grace and the blessing of God who leads into all truth.  

 

Signed    C. J. Swartzentruber 

               William S. Yoder   
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Holmes County Proceedings 

May 18, 1924 

 

The original written in German in typed format and is filed among the C. W. Bender papers in 

the collection of David I. Miller, Folder #131, in the Casselman Historians Archives at 

Grantsville, Maryland. 

 

Translation by David I. Miller, August 2011 

 

This document relates to a situation of tension in the Conservative Amish Mennonite 

congregation in Holmes County, Ohio. Frequent correspondence between leaders of the 

Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference is preserved in letters of the C. W. Bender papers. 

Rodent damage to the upper left corner of this paper leaves a few words missing. 

 

It is of interest that, after extensive correspondence in English, the committee of ministers 

involved in the situation chose to write their official report in German. This report probably was 

intended for presentation to the individuals named in it, for the congregation, and possibly for the 

Conference business meeting. However, reference to it is not found in the Conference Reports.  

 

Translation 

  

___________ Testimonials/Conclusions of Requirements (abgefordet) 

 

____________ Slabach (Slaubaugh) 

We find that Joe Slabach erred by starting a church under the existing circumstances. We require 

that he confess that error in the presence of God and the church and that he promise, with God’s 

help, to be more careful henceforth so that the same does not occur again.  Because of his 

weakness of will (Schwachheit Willen) and the present need, we require that his office and 

ministry of bishop be discontinued until he again is so appointed by the church and the 

Conference. Then the ministers shall hold each other in respect and it is required that they work 

with each other with supportiveness and forgiveness, and none shall begin a church meeting in 

another place.  

 

John Swartzentruber 

We find that John Swartzentruber erred in ordering Eli Gingerich out of his house. He shall 

acknowledge his error and place himself at the patience/mercy of God and the church and 

promise to desist from it. We require that he serve as a supportive and forgiving minister as a co-

worker and no longer as the leader. 

 

Eli Gingerich 



Annotated Table of Contents of Christian W. Bender (CWB) Papers 2018 Edition 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

When the materials listed in this Table of Contents are quoted or referenced in publication, the following should be 

cited: Christian W. Bender Papers, David I. Miller Collection, Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, 

Maryland, File # _____. Permission to print or otherwsise reproduce entire documents may be requested from the 

archivist or other official curator.   

263  

 

We find that Eli Gingerich erred in the matter of the law suit affair and we require that he 

unreservedly on bended knee acknowledge that it was unevangelical and place himself at the 

patience/mercy of God and the church and promise to desist from it. And since there is complaint 

from many sources that he goes here and there to exert his influence in shameful ways, we 

require that he desist from doing so.  

 

And regarding the place for holding church services, we conclude that the services shall be held 

in the North Bunker Hill school house and should a change be called for, that change shall be 

made with help of the Committee and the congregation.  
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Translation by David I. Miller, August 2011 

A hand-written transcription by an undesignated hand was found with the letter. 

Letter from Frau Wasserman, postmarked January 10, 1947, and sent to C. W. Bender, Salisbury, 

Pennsylvania, U.S.A.  A seal on the envelop indicates that it had been opened and again sealed. 

It bears the stamp of “Military Censorship.” This obviously as a response from a recipient of a 

relief package from the Grantsville area through Mennonite Central Committee that bore the 

name of the congregation’s bishop. 

 

Bremen, D.G.A. 1947  

Herewith I express to the dear Sender of the Christmas gift my heartfelt thanks. Also to Madam 

Pastor Denkhaus(?) who presented a gift of love, I express my heartfelt thanks. May God’s 

blessing rest on them and attend them on all areas of life.  In this difficult hard time, each love-

gift is heartily welcome. It is a wonderful feeling when one knows that there are yet good people 

in the world. I have been ill for fourteen years with serious heart trouble and then the heavy loss 

of house and everything and a son 5 years old missing in Russia and without news from him 

[ihn, not ihr, as in transcript] – that is a bitter [situation]. 

 

So one rejoices when good people care [page 2 or original] and lighten our situation. The hunger 

and freezing along with the [Wehrungleut? = military, soldiers?] are hard and bitter for us. May 

the loving God be with us all and He will not leave us. Again, a heartfelt thanks for the good 

sending (gift).  Greetings to all of you.  

 

Frau Bena Wasserman 

Bremen 23 

Geestemunder st. 16  
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Translation of Letter from Wilhelm Lewicki, Neustadt, Germany, 1950 

 

This letter was sent to C. W. Bender in appreciation for food sent to Germany by the local 

Mennonite Churches in participation with the Mennonite Central Committee relief to victims of 

World War II.  The original is filed in Folder #161-H of the CWB papers in the David I. Miller 

Collection in the Casselman Historians Archives, Grantsville, Maryland. 

 

The date is written as 29, V. 50. 

 

Highly Regarded Mr. C. W. Bender! 

 

At our confirmation, we received a package from Mennonite Relief. In later occurrence, we  

received the following items: A large package of flour, a can of pork, a can of canned milk, and 

what pleased us most of all was a can of apple butter. In the confirmation celebration, the apple 

butter was the most special item. It was a wonderful spread [on bread].  

 

For that, I want to sincerely thank you for the donation. I rejoiced much that Christians in 

Pennsylvania thought of us Germans who where so distressed during the war. 

 

Once again, best wishes and heart-felt greetings  from your grateful Wilhelm Lewicki. (Age 14) 
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Vogel & Dehler 

Dealers in Boots, Shoes, Hats, Caps, Umbrellas  

No. 29 Baltimore St. 

Cumberland, Md., April 10, 1893 

 

Liebe Onkel! 

Ich habe eure Karte erhalten und den Malasses erhalten welchersehr gut ist. Hab Ihr auch recht 

zucker gemacht? Ich habe Kruss gesagt Er soll sich den Dollar halten. Er wohnt bei mir im haus.  

Dass Ihr alle gesund sind das freud uns. Es war mir lieb wann ich dieses auch sage könnte von 

mir. Ich bin schon seid den Christtage nicht recht im stand. Ich habe “Catarrh” an der blassen, 

und jetzt seit zwei Wochen habe ich edwas wie ein bruch da mit, welches von Erkaltung her 

kommt. Da habe ich viele Nächten mit dem Kopf & Füss niedererlagen mussen als mit den 

beinen und  

[page 2] 

grosse Schmertzen dabei gehabt da war ich am 8 April das erstemal wieder im store. Dr. Carr 

meinte ich muss mich sehr in acht nehmen. ich furchte, dass ich es nie los werde. ich konnte 

nicht im Store sein als das grosse Feuer war. Wir sind nur wie durch ein wunder verschant 

geblieben. Wie Gross’s ihr Gebaute einfink flagen die Backsteine bis in unsere thur der wind hat 

furchtbar geblassen. Von Stern, Coulehan, White’s, welche Store uber Gross liegt, bis an die Eke 

von Mech St. und von da bis an _________ Sears is alles abgbrant, und das meiste war ein 

Schuthaufen und doch können wir Gott danken, dass nicht noch mehr menschen leben 

umgenommen sind als nur der eine, welcher gestern gegraben ist. ich war wie _____ zu haus, ich 

dachte nicht anders als dass wir auch bei den unglicklichen wären – ich will nun schliessen mit 

gruss an alle verbleibe ich euer.  Henry Vogel 

 
This is a transcription of a letter written in German script, folded and inserted in the Church Record of Christian W. Bender, in 

possession of Lucy (Beachy) Maust. 
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Vogel & Dehler 

Dealers in Boots, Shoes, Hats, Caps, Umbrellas  

No. 29 Baltimore St. 

Cumberland, Md., April 10, 1893 

 

Dear Uncle! [title of respect] 

I received you card the the molasses which is very good. Do you also make real sugar? I told 

Kruss that he should keep the dollar. He lives with me. That all of you are healthy, I rejoice. I 

would love if the same I also could say about myself. I have been, since Christmas, not in good 

condition. I have Catarrh in the blisters and for a time to two weeks I have had something like a 

break in it, which comes from cold [temperatures]. So during many nights I must lie down flat 

the whole body (head to foot), including the legs,  

[Page 2] 

with much pain. So I was on April 8 for the first time again in the store. Dr. Carr opined that 

must take special care of myself. I feared that I would never be relieved of it. I could not be in 

the store as the big fire occurred. We just stayed  

undercover in defeat. As Gross’s building caught, flew the bricks as far as to our door. The wind 

blew terribly. From Sterns, Coulehans, Whites, which store lies over Gross [street or river], to 

the corner of Mechanic St., and from there to _ Sears, everything is burned off, and it mostly was 

a pile of rubble.  And yet, we can thank God that not more human life was taken than only one 

who yesterday was buried. I was like _______ at home, I thought only, if we were among the 

unhappy ones . . . 

I will now close with greetings to all. 

I remain yours. Henry Vogel 

<End of Translations> 

 

199-B-4 Circle letters on by Ida Hershberger Bender and the other by her husband, CWB. These 

are typed copies, transcribed from the original, received from the Simon D. Beachy family, 

December 2012. Ida mentions Samuel W. Bender (his death), and his son George Bender. 

Also mentioned are Floyd Bender, Floyd Brenneman, Andy Kurtz, Sarah Kinsinger, John P. 

Yoder. CWB writes about health, ailments, and fatigue. Concerning his youth: “I could get 

to the school house in 17 minutes by running a good part of the uphill and down but I did 

not get stiff from running up hill or down hill.” This refers to a distance from the first farm 

on Ash Hill Raod off SR 669 to the town of Springs. These letters are dated December 15, 

1943 (Ida) and November 10, 1960 (CWB). 

199-B-5 Record of church services at Cherry Glade, Maple Glen, and Oak Dale, May 21, 1950, 

to June 27, 1952. This consists of 20 pages of photocopy of a small spiral notebook, open 

face to face, 39 pages plus cover. This notebook was in the possession of the Simon D. 

Beachy family and was loaned to me when I was writing a chapter for Hearthside (2013). 

The photocopies were made before I returned the notebook (David I. Miller).  


